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PoetryPoetryPoetryPoetry    

Teachers at Miraloma emphasize poetry as an integral part of the 
language arts curriculum, and work closely with the California Poets in 
the Schools organization’s poets-in-residence and professional 
development programs. Our curriculum includes writing poetry, 
editing, and the imaginative use of language. 

Miraloma also conducts an exchange program with the 
creative writing department at the School of the Arts (SOTA), 
and boasts a growing poetry section in our school library. In 
addition to increasing literacy and language skills, 
Miraloma’s poetry program aims to empower each child to 
believe in his or her own unique voice in the world. 

For information about California Poets in the Schools: 
www.cpits.org. 

Bay Area Writing ProjectBay Area Writing ProjectBay Area Writing ProjectBay Area Writing Project    

Through the Bay Area Writing Project, Miraloma students 
have embarked on new and enhanced writing projects, 
enjoyed in-class demonstrations, and benefited from 
integrated writing “centers” in each classroom. Teachers have 

developed writing rubrics at all grade levels and continue to guide 
students through written expression integrated with all aspects of the 
curriculum, including poetry and essays. For more information, visit 
www.bayareawritingproject.org. 

Physical EducationPhysical EducationPhysical EducationPhysical Education    

Coach Guillermo Chacon offers physical education to all class levels. 
In addition, parent volunteer Jane Austin offers yoga instruction to 
interested teachers, who then share the practice with their students.        

Computer LabComputer LabComputer LabComputer Lab    

All grades, including kindergarten, spend one or two weekly class 
sessions in the computer lab, which is equipped with state-of-the art 
Apple Macintosh computers—enough for every student. Parent Patsy 
Taoyama (415-585-0604) coordinates volunteers to help students and 
teachers maximize their use of the computers. 

    

    

    

Inside 

When you go inside 
the Aurora Borealis you see 
all the colors of the rainbow. 
Pink for love, red for anger, 
blue for sadness 
and green for good luck. 
It brings the inner good 
and beauty in people. 
So pure, so ancient 
so perfect. 

—Chris Bassett, 5th grade 
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K.A.S.P.E.R K.A.S.P.E.R K.A.S.P.E.R K.A.S.P.E.R     

K.A.S.P.E.R stands for “Kids’ After School Program is Extra Rad.” The 
program’s primary objective is to assist children with academics through 
interventions, such as one-on-one tutoring and help with homework. In 
addition, the program encourages community involvement and student 
leadership, and provides a safe, creative learning environment. 
Enrichment activities include arts and crafts, dance, and sports. 

K.A.S.P.E.R uses volunteers from local high schools who assist the 
students with their work. Parents and guardians are also encouraged to 
volunteer. Volunteers work closely with the lead teacher, who evaluates 
the students’ progress and provides academic activities that meet their 
needs.  

K.A.S.P.E.R operates Monday through Friday from 1:50 to 
5:30 p.m. and is free. Priority goes to qualifying students who 
are not performing academically at grade level. 

Gifted and Talented Education Program (GATE)Gifted and Talented Education Program (GATE)Gifted and Talented Education Program (GATE)Gifted and Talented Education Program (GATE)    

Miraloma offers differentiated instruction for students in the 
third grade and higher who are identified as gifted and talented 
learners. The school’s GATE site coordinator, fifth-grade 
teacher Kay Kirman, and other teachers are trained to identify gifted 
learners and enhance the curriculum with appropriate challenges and 
opportunities. 

While every student is screened for the GATE program in the third grade, 
teachers also monitor the academic performance of all students to 
identify gifted learners, as defined by district criteria. GATE students are 
provided with specialized materials and/or instruction in mathematics 
and reading/literature. Students in kindergarten through third grade who 
are identified as high achievers are also provided differentiated 
instruction and learning experiences. 

Teachers monitor GATE students’ projects and portfolios for evidence of 
continuous progress. Parents and guardians are welcome to discuss the 
program with their child’s teacher at any time. 

Inclusion ProgramInclusion ProgramInclusion ProgramInclusion Program    

The inclusion program gives special education students the opportunity 
to participate in the regular education program with the assistance of 
additional specialized staff support. Teachers work closely with the 
inclusion teacher, paraprofessionals, and parents/guardians to implement 
a comprehensive integrated program. 

 
My favorite time at Miraloma 
is when I am at recess with my 
friends and when I am doing 
science. 

-Julio Gonzalez, 1st grade 
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Learning Disabilities Special Day ClassLearning Disabilities Special Day ClassLearning Disabilities Special Day ClassLearning Disabilities Special Day Class    

In the learning disabilities special day class, identified students in third 
to fifth grade work in a small class setting as well as participate in 
schoolwide activities. A special education teacher and 
paraprofessionals are assigned to this program. 

Resource and SpeechResource and SpeechResource and SpeechResource and Speech----Language SpecialistsLanguage SpecialistsLanguage SpecialistsLanguage Specialists    

An on-site resource specialist and a part-time speech-language and 
developmental specialist work closely with the classroom staff and 
identified students. 

USF Counseling ProgramUSF Counseling ProgramUSF Counseling ProgramUSF Counseling Program    

Miraloma participates in the Psychological Interns Program at the 
University of San Francisco. Interns from the school psychology 

program offer on-site counseling services to 
students and families. 

Student TeachersStudent TeachersStudent TeachersStudent Teachers    

Miraloma recruits additional classroom support 
through the student-teacher programs at San 
Francisco State University, New College, and 
the University of San Francisco. 

Peer TutoringPeer TutoringPeer TutoringPeer Tutoring    

With the help of the student advisor, upper-
grade students are trained to assist younger 

students who need extra academic help to succeed. 

Conflict Managers ProgramConflict Managers ProgramConflict Managers ProgramConflict Managers Program    

The student advisor trains fourth- and fifth-grade students in conflict 
management techniques, which the students use to mediate conflicts 
that arise between students in the school yard or the cafeteria. 

Student Service OpportunitiesStudent Service OpportunitiesStudent Service OpportunitiesStudent Service Opportunities    

During the year, Miraloma sponsors several events that let students take 
part in community service. These include the San Francisco Food Bank 
Drive, Jump Rope for Heart, Pennies for HIV/AIDS Support Services, 
and others. 

 

Artwork Olivia Cleaveland, kindergarten 



 24

    

Extracurricular Programs and OpportunitiesExtracurricular Programs and OpportunitiesExtracurricular Programs and OpportunitiesExtracurricular Programs and Opportunities    

Miraloma Educational Enrichment ProgramMiraloma Educational Enrichment ProgramMiraloma Educational Enrichment ProgramMiraloma Educational Enrichment Program 

The Miraloma Educational Enrichment Program (MEEP) is an on-site 
afterschool program that provides enrichment activities for children in 
grades K through 5 enrolled at Miraloma and other schools. MEEP’s 
goal is to provide a stimulating and enriching academic and artistic 
environment. The program also offers martial arts and theater/dance, as 
well as language arts. In the past, MEEP has offered Spanish and 
Italian courses, and aims in the 2004–2005 year to include instruction 
in Cantonese. 

MEEP is offered after school as well as during school hours on 
scheduled staff development days, and during the summer. MEEP 
hours are 1:50 to 6:30 p.m. on school days, and 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
during the summer. The summer program includes field trips, karate, 
and math and language arts workshops.  

Enrollment is subject to space availability. Contact Armen Dilanchian, 
MEEP director, in Room 109, at (415) 584-7080 or at 
meepgo@msn.com for fee information. For more program information, 
check out MEEP’s Web site, www.meepinc.com.  

Afterschool Guitar LessonsAfterschool Guitar LessonsAfterschool Guitar LessonsAfterschool Guitar Lessons    

Teachers Becca Freitag and Kay Kirman offer weekly half-hour group 
guitar lessons. Classes are for identified students in second grade and 
higher, and the program is affiliated with Little Kids Rock, an 
organization dedicated to providing music lessons to children in public 
schools. For more information, contact Ms. Freitag or Ms. Kirman by 
leaving a message for them at the office (415) 469-4734. For more 
information about Little Kids Rock, visit www.littlekidsrock.org. 

Afterschool Piano LessonsAfterschool Piano LessonsAfterschool Piano LessonsAfterschool Piano Lessons    

One-hour, group piano lessons are offered by Keyboard Educators in 
three 10-week sessions after school on Wednesdays from 1:50 to 2:50 
p.m. in the library. The fee is $105 per session. An enrollment notice 
will be sent home in the Wednesday envelope. For more information 
about Keyboard Educators, call (415) 665-2290. 
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Extracurricular Programs and Opportunities (cont’d)Extracurricular Programs and Opportunities (cont’d)Extracurricular Programs and Opportunities (cont’d)Extracurricular Programs and Opportunities (cont’d)    

Afterschool Spanish ClassesAfterschool Spanish ClassesAfterschool Spanish ClassesAfterschool Spanish Classes    

Through the program Español for Kids Only, Spanish classes are held 
at the school directly after dismissal several days a week. There is a 
range of classes, tailored for different levels of exposure to the 
language. For more information visit www.spanishforkids.org or call 
(415) 841-1681. To sign up your child, look for the flyer in the 
Wednesday envelope just after the start of the school year. 

Brownie Girl ScoutsBrownie Girl ScoutsBrownie Girl ScoutsBrownie Girl Scouts    

A Brownie Girl Scout troop, led by parent volunteers, meets at the 
school. For more information, call Elizabeth Halperin at (415) 586-
8265. 

    

    

Artwork Amidah Hasan, 3th grade 
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SCHOOL COMMUNITYSCHOOL COMMUNITYSCHOOL COMMUNITYSCHOOL COMMUNITY    

PPPParents and Guardiansarents and Guardiansarents and Guardiansarents and Guardians    

Parent/Guardian InvolvementParent/Guardian InvolvementParent/Guardian InvolvementParent/Guardian Involvement 

Parent and guardian involvement is critical to our children’s 
educational success. Miraloma is committed to helping parents, 
guardians, and families be involved in every aspect of school life. 

Parent and guardian involvement in a child’s education is more 
important to student success than family income or education. 

In support of active parent and guardian involvement, the California 
Family-School Partnership Act allows parents, grandparents, and 
guardians to take time off from work to participate in their children’s 
school or childcare activities. You may take off up to 40 hours each 
year (up to eight hours in any calendar month) to participate in 
activities at your child’s school. Half-time employees are allowed up to 
20 hours a year. Let your employer know in advance that you would 
like to take time off to participate in activities at your child’s school. A 
wide variety of school activities are considered valid under this act. 

For more information on the California Family-School Partnership Act 
call the California Department of Education at (916) 319-0791 or 
download it at www.cde.ca.gov/ls/pf/pf/documents/famschoolpart.pdf. 

Getting InvolvedGetting InvolvedGetting InvolvedGetting Involved    

There are many ways for parents, guardians, and family and 
community members to become involved at Miraloma. The school 
encourages you to offer you time, talents, skills, or financial resources 
as you are able. 

Here are some suggestions to help you get started: 

Contact your child’s teacher Contact your child’s teacher Contact your child’s teacher Contact your child’s teacher and ask how you can help in the classroom or 
outside of classroom hours. Leave a message at the office at (415) 469-
4734, or exchange a few words at the beginning or end of the school 
day, or send a note with your child when you return the Wednesday 
envelope. 

Attend PTA meetingsAttend PTA meetingsAttend PTA meetingsAttend PTA meetings and participate in one of many volunteer 
committees or events. See the dated supplemental insert to this 
handbook for meeting dates. 

Attend School Site Council meetingsAttend School Site Council meetingsAttend School Site Council meetingsAttend School Site Council meetings. See the dated supplemental insert to 
this handbook for meeting dates. 
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Getting Involved (cont’d)Getting Involved (cont’d)Getting Involved (cont’d)Getting Involved (cont’d)    

Fill out the volunteer formFill out the volunteer formFill out the volunteer formFill out the volunteer form, which you will receive at Kindergarten 
Orientation, Back-to-School-Night, or in the Wednesday envelope. A room 
parent/guardian or volunteer coordinator will contact you. 

Ask other parents and guardians how they became involvedAsk other parents and guardians how they became involvedAsk other parents and guardians how they became involvedAsk other parents and guardians how they became involved. Get a personal 
perspective. 

Join the Miraloma community eJoin the Miraloma community eJoin the Miraloma community eJoin the Miraloma community e----mail listservmail listservmail listservmail listserv to stay up-to-date on news, 
conversation, events, and volunteer activities. See the E-mail Listserv entry 
in this section of the handbook for instructions. 

Talk to the principalTalk to the principalTalk to the principalTalk to the principal about how to put your particular interests and talents to 
use. She can be reached at (415) 469-4734 or mparrot@muse.sfusd.edu. 

Contact any of the parent leadersContact any of the parent leadersContact any of the parent leadersContact any of the parent leaders to ask how you can help. See the dated 
supplemental insert for this handbook for the Parent/Guardian Leader 
Directory. 

Volunteer OpportunitiesVolunteer OpportunitiesVolunteer OpportunitiesVolunteer Opportunities    

Each parent or guardian of every child at Miraloma has something to 
contribute to our school community. That is why Miraloma is committed to 
creating convenient and effective volunteer opportunities for all families, 
and hopes that every parent and guardian will volunteer sometime during 
the school year. Whether you volunteer once a week or once a year, in 
school or from home, your efforts benefit your own child and strengthen 
the Miraloma community. Parents and guardians are always needed to: 

• tutor students in the classroom, 

• chaperone field trips, 

• supervise in the school yard during recess or lunch, 

• read to students in the library or in the classroom, 

• and participate in school/community events. 

Contact your child’s room parent/guardian for more ideas. Parents and 
guardians whose schedule doesn’t permit them to help during the school 
day can volunteer their time and talents outside of the classroom. 
Volunteering at special events, such as the Spring Festival or Scholastic 
Book Fair, not only helps make the events successful but is also an 
excellent way to meet other families. 

Be sure to choose a comfortable level of involvement for yourself, whether 
it means coming to a school clean-up day on a weekend, making phone 
calls from home in the evening, or attending meetings of the School Site 
Council or the PTA.  
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Room Parent/Guardian ProgramRoom Parent/Guardian ProgramRoom Parent/Guardian ProgramRoom Parent/Guardian Program    

Miraloma is committed to building a strong, cohesive, diverse, and 
inclusive community—a community where everyone feels welcome, 
anyone can be a leader, and everyone can participate. The room 
parent/guardian program is one aspect of increased parent/guardian 
involvement and successful community-building at Miraloma.  

The room parent’s/guardian’s main duty is to assist the classroom 
teacher. Room parents/guardians may coordinate the efforts of 
volunteer  parents/guardians in the classroom during the school year 
and help build a warm and welcoming community of families. Some 
classrooms may have more than one room parent/guardian. Many of 
the responsibilities can be done at home at flexible hours. 

To volunteer to be a room parent/guardian, contact your child’s 
teacher by leaving a message for with the school office at (415) 469-
4734, by sending a note to the teacher in your child’s Wednesday 
envelope, or by contacting the current Parent/Guardian Involvement 
coordinator listed in the Parent/Guardian Leader Directory of the dated 
supplemental insert of this handbook. 

 

    

Artwork Clover Austin Muehleck, kindergarten 
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Miraloma School PaMiraloma School PaMiraloma School PaMiraloma School Parent Teacher Association (PTA)rent Teacher Association (PTA)rent Teacher Association (PTA)rent Teacher Association (PTA)    
The Miraloma School PTA is a group of teachers, parents, guardians, 
and community members who coordinate activities, events, and fund-
raisers. The primary aim of the PTA is to support the Academic Plan 
developed by the school’s governing body, the School Site Council. It 
is also a forum for all members of the Miraloma community to share 
their ideas and concerns. 

Families are encouraged to join the PTA at the beginning of the school 
year. The cost of a year’s membership is $5. Everyone is welcome at 
the monthly meetings, whether you are a member or not. You may also 
join without attending meetings.  

Look for PTA news in the Miraloma Gazette newsletter in the 
Wednesday envelope, and be sure to join the e-mail listserv if you have 
Internet access (for instructions, see the E-mail Listserv entry in this 
section of the handbook). If you have questions, talk to any of the PTA 
officers, who are listed in the Parent/Guardian Leader Directory in the 
supplemental insert to this handbook. The PTA also has a mailbox in 
the office and a suggestion box in the hall. 

The PTA holds monthly general meetings in the library during the 
school year, usually on the second Monday of the month. 
Refreshments, childcare, and Spanish and Cantonese translators are 
provided at most meetings. Notices of meetings are published in the 
Gazette. Minutes from the meetings are posted near the parent/guardian 
room and circulated via e-mail.  

For a list of the exact meeting dates this school year, please see the 
dated insert to this handbook.  

PTAPTAPTAPTA----Sponsored Committees and OpportunitiesSponsored Committees and OpportunitiesSponsored Committees and OpportunitiesSponsored Committees and Opportunities    

PTA-sponsored committees offer many opportunities for 
parent/guardian participation. Whatever you enjoy doing, you are likely 
to find a place where you can put your skills and passions to use. For 
the relevant contact person for each committee, please see the 
Parent/Guardian Leader Directory in the dated supplemental insert to 
this handbook, or call the office at (415) 469-4734. 

Arts Committee The Arts Committee works with the school staff and 
administration to develop Miraloma’s performing and visual arts 
program, provided in part through the San Francisco Arts Education 
Project.  

Computer Lab Volunteers Parent/guardian volunteers are the 
backbone of our computer lab. Each classroom visits the lab once  
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week, and teachers can always use an extra adult to help out. Extensive 
knowledge of computers is not required.  

Event Hospitality Hospitality volunteers plan and provide food and 
service at school and community events. 

Finance Committee Headed by the PTA treasurer, this committee 
hammers out the PTA budget.  

Fund-raising Committee This committee plans events and programs 
to raise money for our school. If you would like to lead or assist with a 
fund-raising project, or have experience writing grants, please consider 
offering your enthusiasm and skills in this area.  

Gardening Committee The Gardening Committee assists teachers and 
students in gardening projects and helps keep up the planted areas. 

Grounds and Play Structures Committee Helps plan long-term 
improvements for school yards and play structures.  

Library Volunteers  Library volunteers read stories to classes during 
their weekly visits, restock shelves, check the students’ books out, and 
help choose new titles for the library. Without parent volunteers, the 
school library would have no staff.  

Miraloma Gazette The Miraloma Gazette, the community newsletter, 
reports the events, accomplishments, and general news of the school. 
Anyone interested can participate in producing this newsletter—writing 
stories, taking photos, and getting it copied are some of the tasks. 

Outreach Committee The Outreach Committee coordinates 
Miraloma’s presentations to prospective families at school fairs, 
arranges school tours, and answers the questions of parents considering 
Miraloma as a school choice. 

Parent/Guardian Education Committee This committee plans 
workshops and other learning opportunities for Miraloma’s parents. Of 
special note is the yearly Coleman Advocates workshop on parents’ 
rights and the San Francisco School Volunteers’ workshop on working 
effectively in the classroom. 

Parent/Guardian Involvement Committee This committee fosters 
involvement among the families at Miraloma, coordinates the Room 
Parent/Guardian Program, and helps strengthen the contacts among our 
various cultural groups.  

Physical Education Committee This committee works with the school 
administration to improve physical education opportunities for students 
and identify equipment needs. 
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Spring Festival Committee The annual Spring Festival features 
games, food, and activities for the whole family to enjoy. Parent 
volunteers are essential for making this community event a success—
soliciting raffle prizes, staffing food service tables, and planning 
games, as well as many other tasks. 

Wednesday Envelope Stuffers Sort, 
staple, and stuff! Nothing could be 
simpler—just stay for 20 to 60 minutes 
after you drop off your child on 
Wednesdays to fill each classroom’s 
Wednesday envelopes. This frees 
teachers from this task and lets them 
focus on the vital work they were trained 
for. 

Yard Supervision Parent/guardian 
volunteers help make the school yard a 
more fun and more peaceful place for 
students. Join this effort to provide 
guidance and supervision and to seek new 
ways to bring variety and fun to this vital 
area of student life. 

Yearbook Committee The Yearbook 
Committee designs and produces the 
annual school yearbook. Volunteers are 
also needed to proof pages, take orders, 
and distribute the final product at the end 
of the year.  

 

    

PTAPTAPTAPTA----Sponsored Sponsored Sponsored Sponsored Events Events Events Events     
Some of the community activities and gatherings that the PTA sponsors 
or helps to coordinate are: 

Fall Ice Cream Social and Karaoke This casual event offers an 
opportunity for new families to meet old ones. 

Fall Family Learning Night  After a light meal in the cafeteria, 
families visit classrooms and participate in activities. The focus varies 
each year—literacy, Tribes, and so on. 

Artwork Olivia Gubser, 1st grade 
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Semi-annual School Clean-Up Days One in October, one in the 
March, these Saturday morning clean-ups help get many chores done 
around the school and in the classrooms. 

Rummage Sale Held on a Saturday in November, this profitable fund-
raiser requires intense parent effort in the week leading up to the 
event—and even manages to be fun.  

International Potluck Dinner  This holiday gathering is a fun event—
bring your family’s favorite ethnic dish and then stay for the outrageous 
Student Talent Show. 

Spring Family Learning Night  Like the Fall Family Learning Night, 
this spring event features dinner followed by fun activities and 
exploration. The focus varies from year to year—math, science, and so 
on. 

Spring Festival A Saturday fair with lots of games, a raffle, a bake 
sale, music, food, a silent auction, and a two-for-one Scholastic Book 
Fair. 

Scholastic Book Fairs Three times a year, these book sales offer 
reasonably priced books for children. Proceeds are used to enhance 
classroom libraries and fund other programs. 

Staff Appreciation Luncheon A thank-you event for our teachers and 
staff. 

All-Family Potluck  Families come together for this casual, year-end 
event, each bringing a dish to share. 

See the dated supplemental insert to the handbook for a full calendar of 
events. 

EEEE----mail Listservmail Listservmail Listservmail Listserv    

Parents/guardians and teachers keep informed about Miraloma events, 
news, PTA meetings, and discussions using e-mail list. To join, send a 
blank e-mail to  

miralomaschool-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. 

Follow the instructions you receive in the reply e-mail. If you have 
questions or problems, contact Lorraine Woodruff-Long at (415) 841-
0114 or lorraine_woodrufflong@yahoo.com. After joining, you may 
post your messages to the list by sending e-mail to 
miralomaschool@yahoogroups.com. 
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PTAPTAPTAPTA----Sponsored FundSponsored FundSponsored FundSponsored Fund----raisingraisingraisingraising    
The Miraloma PTA sponsors a number of fund-raising events throughout 
the year to supplement and enhance our academic programs. The money 
raised by the PTA helps pay for Miraloma’s performing arts program, 
poetry curriculum, teacher stipends, assemblies and field trips, and many 
other programs. When each fund-raising event is publicized, the PTA 
identifies which program is targeted. Following are some of the PTA’s 
major fund-raising events. Volunteers are always appreciated to help 
carry out these events successfully. To volunteer for any fund-raising 
event or program, contact the current Vice President of Fund-raising, 
listed in the Parent/Guardian Leader Directory in the dated supplemental 
insert to this handbook. 

Annual Giving Campaign At the beginning of the school year, the PTA 
solicits parents, guardians, alumni, and community supporters to make a 
monetary gift to the PTA, at whatever level they are able. All 
contributions to the Miraloma PTA are tax-deductible and receipts are 
provided. Parent, guardians, and other supporters will receive the letter in 
either the US Mail in mid-September.  

Rummage Sale Got stuff? Donate it to the annual Miraloma PTA 
rummage sale. The PTA raises a few thousand dollars each year by 
soliciting toys, housewares, clothes, furniture, and much more from 
school families and neighbors, and then selling them at this fall fund-
raiser. 

Gift-Wrap Sales Drive The annual gift-wrap sales drive offers parents, 
guardians, and students the opportunity to sell attractive, high-quality 
gift-wrap, holiday items, and gifts to friends, family, and co-workers. All 
items are delivered in time for the holidays. The PTA receives 50% of 
the proceeds. 

Spring Read-a-thon Miraloma students in all grades help raise money 
for the school by participating in our annual Spring Read-a-thon. 
Students are asked to solicit sponsors, who pledge to pay students for 
every book they read, and then students read as much as they can for four 
weeks. Top-reading students win prizes. 

Spring Sales Drive This is usually a See’s Candy sales drive that occurs 
in time for Valentine’s Day. Gift certificates and an assortment of quality 
chocolates are available. 

Spring Festival The annual Spring Festival, a Miraloma tradition, is 
primarily a community event. However, some components of the festival 
do raise money for the school—e.g., the raffle and the silent auction. 
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Miraloma Logowear T-shirts and sweatshirts that bear the Miraloma 
name are available for sale. Look for them at school events or contact 
any PTA officer (see the directory in the supplemental insert). 

Scrip and Commercial FundScrip and Commercial FundScrip and Commercial FundScrip and Commercial Fund----raising Programs raising Programs raising Programs raising Programs     

In addition to sponsoring school and community events that raise 
money for Miraloma, the PTA participates in a number of programs 
that bring free money to our school. In many cases, all you have to do 
is register your credit card—you can ask family members to do it, 
too—and various companies and stores will contribute a portion of 
your purchases to the school. 

eScrip Through this electronic scrip program, participating merchants 
donate 2% to 5% of your purchases to Miraloma. Many Bay Area 
supermarkets, including Safeway, Andronico’s, Mollie Stone’s, Whole 
Foods, and Tower Market, participate in eScrip. Just register your 
credit card, ATM or debit card, or your Safeway card (or all of them!) 
with eScrip, and eScrip will process the transactions. It’s free, it’s safe, 
and it’s easy. eScrip registration forms are distributed at the beginning 
of each year and are available year-round in the parent/guardian room. 
Or register online at www.escrip.com. Miraloma’s group ID number is 
5109134. 

Rainbow Grocery Scrip Rainbow Grocery, at 13th and Folsom, 
donates a full 10% of your purchases to Miraloma when you use their 
scrip, which is in the form of paper vouchers. Contact Amy O’Hair at 
(415) 334-5154 or amy@ohair-sherman.com to find out more about the 
program and to purchase vouchers. Rainbow is a worker-owned 
cooperative that sells a wide selection of organic fruits and vegetables, 
bulk items, organic dairy products, and nutritional supplements. 

Good Life Grocery Scrip Good Life Grocery, with stores on Potrero 
Hill and in Bernal Heights, also offers a generous scrip program that 
uses paper vouchers. Good Life contributes 7.5% of purchases to 
Miraloma when you use its paper scrip. Contact Tanja Gubser at (415) 
643-3573 or tgubser@aol.com to purchase Good Life Grocery scrip.  

SchoolPop SchoolPop is an e-commerce portal. Dozens of online 
merchants donate a percentage of their customers’ purchases to the 
customer’s school of choice when they shop through SchoolPop. 
Register at www.schoolpop.com, and designate Miraloma as your 
school of choice. Then, whenever you go to schoolpop.com to shop at 
such e-stores as barnesandnoble.com, Miraloma automatically receives 
a percentage.  
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Scrip and Commercial FundScrip and Commercial FundScrip and Commercial FundScrip and Commercial Fund----raising Programs (cont’d)raising Programs (cont’d)raising Programs (cont’d)raising Programs (cont’d)    

Albertsons’ Community Partners Card Albertsons donates a 
percentage of purchases to Miraloma when you obtain a Community 
Partners Card and present it to the cashier at check out. Card request 
forms will be sent out in the Wednesday envelope. If you shop at 
Albertsons, please sign up for the card. Request forms are also 
available in the hall outside the parent/guardian room.  

Target Stores Target contributes 1% of purchases at their stores to a 
primary school of choice when shoppers use a Target Visa or Guest 
Card. To apply for a Target Visa or Guest Card or to designate 
Miraloma as your school of choice, go to the customer service counter 
at any Target store, call (800) 316-6142, or go to www.target.com. 

BoxTops for Education Clip and save your box tops from hundreds of 
General Mills and other products and put them in the box in the main 
office or the parent/guardian room. Each box top is worth 10¢ to 
Miraloma. Visit www.boxtop4education.com for more information. 

 

Artwork Wallace Luk, 4th grade    
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Parent/Guardian AchievementsParent/Guardian AchievementsParent/Guardian AchievementsParent/Guardian Achievements  
In recent years, Miraloma parent and guardian volunteers: 

• assembled the Wednesday envelope flyers, letters, and information—every week, for every 
student in the school—including a monthly calendar of events; 

• photographed every classroom’s Student of the Week, every week of the year, and posted 
them on a colorful bulletin board in the hallway; 

• tutored students who need extra, one-on-one attention quietly in the hallway; 

• beautified the campus and spiffed up classrooms during Miraloma’s clean-up and 
gardening days; 

• raised funds for and installed a traversing wall in the gym; 

• provided yard supervision during recess and lunch; 

• instituted a library volunteer program that kept the library from being closed; 

• helped acquire hundreds of new books for the library and classrooms; 

• initiated and helped fund a performing arts program; 

• created an “art cart” to provide teachers with art supplies, resources, ideas, and volunteers; 

• acquired a grant for teacher technology training; 

• updated and maintained the computer lab, and recruited and trained parent volunteers to 
keep the lab open; 

• wrote a grant for a mural that was painted by the fifth graders; 

• helped manage and staff a wide range of school-community events such as the Family 
Reading Night and the Spring Festival; 

• led yoga classes for teachers; 

• began publishing a school newsletter, the Miraloma Gazette, and a school yearbook; 

• helped fund an expanded poetry program, including a poet-in-residence; 

• hosted play dates at Sandy Playground for incoming families; 

• coordinated regular Scholastic Book Fairs to benefit classroom libraries; 

• spearheaded new fund-raising events and programs such as the Spring Read-a-thon and 
Good Life Grocery Scrip; 

• provided tours of Miraloma for prospective parents; 

• and regularly revised and published this handbook. 

Parents and guardians also spent hundreds of hours assisting teachers in the classroom, going 
on field trips, and volunteering at events. With your help we can do even more this year! 
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SCHOOL CODES AND RULSCHOOL CODES AND RULSCHOOL CODES AND RULSCHOOL CODES AND RULESESESES    

Miraloma School ComMiraloma School ComMiraloma School ComMiraloma School Compactpactpactpact 
Your child’s teacher will send home the original compact for parents or 
guardians to read and sign. It is printed below for your reference only. 

Staff PledgeStaff PledgeStaff PledgeStaff Pledge    

I agree to carry out the following responsibilities to the best of my 
ability: 

• Teach classes through interesting and challenging lessons that promote 
student achievement. 

• Endeavor to motivate my students to learn. 

• Have high expectations and help every child to develop a love of 
learning. 

• Communicate regularly with families about student progress. 

• Provide a warm, safe, and caring learning environment. 

• Provide meaningful, daily homework assignments to reinforce and 
extend learning (20 minutes for grades K–3; 30 minutes for grades 4–5). 

• Participate in professional development opportunities that improve 
teaching and learning and support the formation of partnerships with 
families and the community. 

• Respect the school, students, staff, and families. 

Student PledgeStudent PledgeStudent PledgeStudent Pledge    

I agree to carry out the following responsibilities to the best of my 
ability: 

• Come to school on time and ready to learn and work hard. 

• Bring necessary materials, completed homework and assignments. 

• Know and follow the school and class rules. 

• Talk regularly with my parents and teachers about school experiences 
so that they can help me to be successful in school. 

• Limit my TV watching. 

• Read every day after school (20 minutes for grades K–2; 30 minutes for 
grades 4–5). 

• Respect the school, classmates, staff, and families. 
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Miraloma School Compact (cont’d)Miraloma School Compact (cont’d)Miraloma School Compact (cont’d)Miraloma School Compact (cont’d)    

Family/Parent/GuFamily/Parent/GuFamily/Parent/GuFamily/Parent/Guardian Pledgeardian Pledgeardian Pledgeardian Pledge    

I agree to carry out the following responsibilities to the best of my ability: 

• Provide a quiet time and place for homework. 

• Limit my child’s TV viewing and monitor its content. 

• Read to my child or make sure my child reads every day (20 minutes for 
grades K–3; 30 minutes for grades 4–5). 

• Make sure that my child attends school every day. 

• Make sure my child gets adequate sleep, regular medical attention, and 
proper nutrition. 

• Monitor my child’s progress in school. 

• Participate in school activities such as school decision-making, 
volunteering, and attending parent/teacher conferences. 

•  Communicate the importance of education and learning to my child. 

• Respect the school, staff, students, and families. 

    

Code of ConductCode of ConductCode of ConductCode of Conduct    
Included in the code are rules for student behavior in the school, the yard, 
and the cafeteria. 

School RulesSchool RulesSchool RulesSchool Rules    

1. School supervision begins at 7:40 a.m. in the yard. If you eat breakfast 
in the cafeteria, go directly to the yard when you are finished. Join 
Morning Circle at 7:50 a.m. 

2. While you are in the building, use your quiet voice and walk at all times. 

3. Walk up and down the stairs one step at a time. Stay on the right-hand 
side of the stairs. Stay off the banisters and wall ledges. 

4. Keep your hands and feet to yourself. Treat others with respect. If 
someone bothers you, tell him/her to stop or you will tell a teacher, a staff 
member, or the principal. 

5. The only personal items allowed at school are clothing, backpacks, 
lunch boxes, and books. Toys, radios, games, balls, extra money, and other 
personal items must be left at home. Chewing gum is not allowed. 

6. Be on time to school. If you arrive after 8 a.m., report to the office, sign 
the tardy book, and get a tardy pass to class. 
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Code of Conduct (cont’d)Code of Conduct (cont’d)Code of Conduct (cont’d)Code of Conduct (cont’d) 
7. School phones are for school business or emergency use only. 
Students must ask the staff for permission to use them. 

Cafeteria RulesCafeteria RulesCafeteria RulesCafeteria Rules    

1. All meals must be finished in the cafeteria, including boxes of cereal. 

2. Use quiet, inside voices and walk at all times. 

3. Remain in the cafeteria until the yard staff is on duty in the yard. 

4. Clean up your space and dispose of items in the trash, recycling bins, 
or compost. 

Yard RulesYard RulesYard RulesYard Rules    

1. During morning and lunch recesses, students are to remain in the 
yard and not enter the building without a pass from a teacher. 

2. Running is allowed only in organized games, such as dodge ball, 
soccer, kickball, and baseball. 

3. Play safely on the play structures. Children may only slide down the 
slides. 

4. Stay off the fences, railings, and walls. 

5. Eat recess snacks on the bench. Throw away wrappers and containers 
in trash cans. Lunch foods are to be eaten only in the cafeteria. 

6. When the bell rings, stop playing and walk to the classrooms 
quietly without bouncing or throwing balls. 

7. If a ball goes out of the yard, get permission from the yard staff to 
retrieve it. 

Consequences for MisconductConsequences for MisconductConsequences for MisconductConsequences for Misconduct    

The following consequences will occur for breaking the rules: 

• First offense: The student is issued a warning. 

• Second offense: The student must take a time-out. 

• Third offense: The student must go to the principal’s office. 
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Bus Safety RulesBus Safety RulesBus Safety RulesBus Safety Rules    
The school bus and bus stops are part of school jurisdiction and all 
school rules apply. All students who ride the yellow bus must obey the 
following rules: 

1. Be on time at the bus stop. 

2. Show good manners at the bus stop. Stay near the bus stop area, keep 
off private property, and do not disturb plants or shrubs. 

3. Obey the bus driver. 

4. Follow safety procedures. 

5. Do not fight, push, or trip. 

6. Do not eat, drink, or litter on the bus. 

7. Do not use unacceptable language. 

8. Remain seated until the bus arrives at the stop and the bus door is 
opened. 

Consequences for MisconductConsequences for MisconductConsequences for MisconductConsequences for Misconduct    

The following consequences will occur for student misconduct on the 
school bus: 

• First offense: A conference with the student. The parent/guardian is 
notified. A warning citation is issued. 

• Second offense: A conference with the student and the 
parent/guardian. 

• Third offense: Written notification is issued to parent/guardian. The 
student is denied bus transportation for 3 to 5 days. 

• Fourth offense: After notifying parent/guardian, the student is 
suspended from all bus transportation for the school year.  
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Artwork Eva Lei, 5th grade 

About the Artwork in this HandbAbout the Artwork in this HandbAbout the Artwork in this HandbAbout the Artwork in this Handbookookookook    

The cover drawings for this handbook were selected from submissions 
to schoolwide contests in 2003 and 2004, with the theme of 
“Community” and “My Favorite Time at Miraloma.” The inside 
drawings are the runners-up. Students’ quotes were also entries in the 
contests. 

Student artists on cover (clockwise from upper left; grade follows 
name): Julian Long (1st), Wesley Chen (2nd), Clare Blackwell 
(kindergarten), and Destyne Sacks (5th).  

The indicated grade level of the student artist in the credits reflects the 
year the drawing was created. 
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Family Name______________________________________________________Family Name______________________________________________________Family Name______________________________________________________Family Name______________________________________________________    

    

Student’s Name____________________________________________________Student’s Name____________________________________________________Student’s Name____________________________________________________Student’s Name____________________________________________________    

    

2004200420042004----05 Teacher and Classroom________________________________________05 Teacher and Classroom________________________________________05 Teacher and Classroom________________________________________05 Teacher and Classroom________________________________________    

    

2005200520052005----06 Te06 Te06 Te06 Teacher and Classroom________________________________________acher and Classroom________________________________________acher and Classroom________________________________________acher and Classroom________________________________________    

    

2006200620062006----07 Teacher and Classroom________________________________________07 Teacher and Classroom________________________________________07 Teacher and Classroom________________________________________07 Teacher and Classroom________________________________________    

    

About this HandbookAbout this HandbookAbout this HandbookAbout this Handbook    

This family handbook was designed to describe the policies, programs, 
and activities of Miraloma Elementary School and its community 
through the school year 2006-07.  To save money and paper, please 
retain this handbook for the duration of these years.   

Each year a supplement will be distributed, with the holidays, events, 
meeting dates and other dated information.   

If you lose your Handbook or supplement, please call the office for a 
replacement, at (415) 469-4734. 

 

Postscript and CreditsPostscript and CreditsPostscript and CreditsPostscript and Credits    

Editors: Amy O’Hair, Anita Dennis, Wandaline Perelli, Liz Genolio, 
LindaKay Brown, and Tanja Gubser.  

Special thanks to Marcia Parrott, Cam Nguyen, Vicki Fung, and 
Rebecca at CopyMax, Harrison Street. 

© 2004 Miraloma Family Handbook 

Translation provided by SFUSD. 
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Notes 
 

 

 

 

 


