
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                          
 
 
 
 

Acknowledgements: 
Marline Teich, the Star Behind the Stars 
Many thanks to Marlina Teich, one of our third grade teachers, who 
made the Talent Show come together last month.  Under her 
experienced direction, our students performed their acts on the 
auditorium stage.  She’s been overseeing this fun, student-centered 
event for years now, and her enthusiasm and supportive 
encouragement of the students is a wonderful contribution to our 
school community.  (And do wish her a happy birthday this month) 

Kindergarten Open House 
On the evening of Thursday December 4th, many prospective 
parents came to see Miraloma, meet Ms Parrott, the Kindergarten 
teachers, and current parents.  It was an excellent turn-out, with 
many of the parents already "sold" on the school, having been on 
one of the Tuesday tours.  A District representative, Kim Cobb, 
helped to demystify the application process.  
In contrast to previous years, this year's parents seemed less 
stressed by the whole touring and application procedure, which is 
refreshing for all concerned. 
    Many thanks to the Miraloma parents who helped:  Elizabeth 
Halperin coordinated the whole event, Lorraine Woodruff-Long and 
Jane Austin provided childcare.  Other parents helping and 
answering people's questions included: Anne Schwarz (pinch-hitting 
for Mrs Evers), Veronica Perez, Jeff Kaliss, Louise Whitlock, Diane 
Dick, Debora Tingley, and Diane Carpio. 
   Many thanks to the teachers who came to share their classrooms: 
Becca Freitag, Jennifer Howard, and Johnny Marples.   

Thank You! 

Thanks to Wandaline Perelli for making the faces of our Students of 
the Week appear on the board across from the office each week!  
She finds and photographs each student from all the classrooms, 
and prints and posts those photos. 
 

A special thank-you to Catherine Sanders, PTA Historian, who for 
reasons known best to herself, took on the job of super-cleaning the 
Teachers' Lounge in November. 
 

Do you know someone who has done something of note for our 
students or our school?  We have such an enthusiastic community of 
helpers that it is not hard to overlook someone's gift of time, skill, or 
money to the school.  The Gazette makes efforts to acknowledge 
many people, but admits shortcomings! We request your help in 
recognizing the unrecognized work of parent and other volunteers.  
Give us a clue! miralomagazette@yahoo.com 

Rummage Sale Thank You! 
We'd like to take the time to acknowledge an overwhelming 
number of school parents, teachers and community members who 
participated in all aspects of the Rummage Sale - planning, 
collections and storage, transportation, publicity, signage, event 
work, and donations.  Many parents and teachers contributed hours 
and hours of time and a lot of valuable input.  Some of you were not 
named in previous newsletters, and we apologize for a 
miscommunication between us and the editorial staff. 
Please accept our heartfelt thanks for all your time and dedication. 
We are grateful that everyone contributed in whatever way they 
could, and we couldn't have pulled it off without the fabulous 
community effort. -- Ellie and Lorraine 
 

Upcoming Events 
MEEP's Winter Wonderland Festival 
Put on your snow gear and get to MEEP's Winter Wonderland 
Festival this Friday!  Hit the slopes from 2pm until 5pm! 
There will be sledding on REAL SNOW! 
 

We will also be featuring some holiday traditions of Christmas, 
Hanukkah, Kwanzaa and the Lunar New Year with stories, games 
and arts and crafts. 
 

Admission is $1 for Adults and Children, tickets are $.50 each. 
 

Hope to see you there! 
If you have any questions please contact Armen Dilanchian or Diane 
Carpio at 415-584-7080 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Teacher’s Corner: 
Talent Show, a Miraloma Tradition 
By Marlina Teich 
Photo by Wandaline Perrelli 
The talent show was started 8 years ago 

because I felt the children were starving for a format to display their 
endless talent.  Another reason for starting it was because of my 
fond memories performing in various talent shows when I was a 
child.  Jeff Kaliss (sic) and student Waynisha Lewis did an A+ job on 
the sound that night.   
The timeline on the talent show is this: I inform the teachers and 
send out a letter in the Wednesday envelope with an application 
form.  Then, I hold a pseudo audition to see if the children are 
serious.  If they don't have an act together, for example, one group 
of girls wanted to sing and dance but never danced before.  So, I 
made up a few simple moves and they were so dedicated they gave 
up most of their lunch time to come and practice in my room.  After 
I hold the auditions, we have two rehearsals.  There's 
communication throughout and their self esteems are sky high.  
Some of the acts over the years have included singers, dancers, 
gymnasts, martial artists, magicians, comedians, rappers, 
percussionists, and other instrumentalists.  It's an exciting three 
weeks between the time the letters go out and the actual 
performance.  See you next year! 
 

Volunteer Opportunities 
Read-a-thon - Parent volunteers are needed to help make the read-
a-thon a success for all students in all classes. Please contact Anita 
Dennis at anita@anitadennis.com or 415-337-8280 if you'd like to 
help with this fund-raising event.  
Library Volunteers always needed.  We are very flexible! We need 
you whenever you can help! Stop by the library during school hours 
or call Catherine Sparacino 664-5214. 
Yard Duty – Noontime volunteers to monitor and lead activities. 
Contact Marcia Parrott. 
Save Your Lids! 
Room 107 needs your lids! Plastic and metal. From jars and bottles, 
big and little...well, medium. We are saving up for a 'recycled stuff' 
art project and need lots. 
So when you finish the next jar of peanut butter or jam, mayo or 
pickles or capers or salsa... rinse them off and leave them in yet 
another box in the parent room. 
Thanks for your help.   
 

Principal’s Corner 
TECH for TEACHERS! 
We have contracted with Marie Sayles and Susan Mahony, 
Educational Computer trainers from SFSU to provide a mini 
"Classroom Coaching Technology Project" for four teacher 
volunteers: Jennifer Howard,(K1) Jennifer Shivers (Rm 106), Marlina 
Teich (Rm 105), and Talat Jabbar(Rm 101). 
 

We have applied and are anticipating approval of an $8,500 Title V 
grant, "Tech for Teachers"   All teachers will receive tech training 
and six have volunteered for the Classroom Coaching Technology 
Project.   
They are: Johnny Marples (Rm 107), Hana Huang,(Rm 112), Becca 
Freitag, (K2), Rose Berryessa, (Rm 106), and Chris 
Hereford, (Rm 12). 

Exciting News! 
We have a commitment from the SFUSD Buildings and Grounds 
Department that over the Winter Break they will install the climbing 
wall in our gym! 
Great big THANKS to Catherine Sparacino for her perseverance in 
making this wonderful project a reality! 
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Please email all Submissions to miralomagazette@yahoo.com  

Or drop submissions in the Miraloma Gazette submissions box in 
the Parent Room. 
 
 

 

Student’s Corner: 
K8 Takes a Field Trip 
Contributed by Mrs. Dottie Evers 
 

The Kindergarten students in Room 8 are in super shape! We proved 
it on our walk to the Portola Firehouse with ten adults.  The firemen 
that led the tour and taught us safety had gone to Kindergarten at 
Miraloma Elementary School -- pretty neat!  
On our walk back we stopped at Tower Market and each child 
bought a veggie for our soup pot.  Up the hill we went. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We keep fit by exercising everyday and going to Perceptual Motor, 
gym, and dance classes every week.  Lots of fun!   
Our theme for the month is "We Are Thankful," and we are!  Many 
classes wrote messages for the first floor wall.  
What are you thankful for? Come to school and write your message 
on a turkey feather ... you must be thankful for having such great 
kids! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ms. Shivers and 3 students enjoy an inside picnic during lunch.  
Photo by Wandaline Perrelli 

 

Spotlight On: 
TRIBES 
What is Tribes? 
Beginning this year, our students, teachers, principal, and staff have 
been using a new way of learning and being together, called Tribes.  
Just before the school year began, the teachers took a week-long 
training, which they have been incorporating into the classroom. 
 

Central to this new way is the "community circle", which creates 
inclusion for every person within the community.  This happens at 
the classroom level, and also at the school wide level, in the 
morning on the yard (see photo). 
 

Also important are pairs, triads, and/or groups of four or five, called 
tribes, which are used to promote inclusion and working together 
on academic projects. 
 

 To create a learning environment for healthy development, Tribes 
implements four key agreements: 
 

--Attentive listening -- paying close attention one another's 
expressions and feelings, letting others know they have been heard. 
 

  --Appreciations/no put-downs -- treating others kindly, 
appreciating others' qualities and contributions, avoiding negative 
remarks. 
 

--Right to pass -- each person having the right to choose 
involvement or not, with the option to quietly observe. 
 

--Mutual respect -- affirming the values of each person, recognizing 
differences, offering feedback that encourages growth. 
Tribes identifies three stages of group development, called The 
Tribes Trail: the Stage of Inclusion (a sense of belonging), the Stage 
of Influence (valuing difference) and the Stage of Community 
(working together creatively). 
 
The Tribes approach is a comprehensive way to set the stage for 
academic development and social interaction, and has been 
implemented in a large number of district schools.  It gives a 
baseline framework for teachers to use on several different levels, 
and provides a language to help guide students in constructive and 
rewarding interactions.  Many thanks to the teachers for choosing 
to attend the training workshop in August and for making this new 
approach part of our school community. 
 

Tribes Circle 
Photo by Wandaline Perrelli 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



Monday 12/08 Tuesday 12/09 Wednesday 12/10 Thursday 12/11 Friday 12/12 Saturday 12/13 

PTA Meeting 6:30 PM  
                     in Library 

    3-5 Sing Along  K-2 Sing Along 
MEEP Winter Fest  2-5 PM 

  

Monday 12/15 Tuesday 12/16 Wednesday 12/17 Thursday 12/18 Friday 12/19 Saturday 12/20 

   School Site Council 
Meeting 6:30 PM Library 

  ELAC Meeting San  
                          Miguel 

  School Advisory  
       Committee Meeting 

Parent Principal Chat 
8:15AM Parent Room 
Hanukkah Begins 

  

Monday 12/22 Tuesday 12/23 Wednesday 12/24 Thursday 12/25 Friday 12/26 Saturday 12/27 

Winter Recess 
NO SCHOOL 

Winter Recess 
NO SCHOOL 

Winter Recess 
NO SCHOOL 

Winter Recess 
NO SCHOOL 

Christmas Day 

Winter Recess 
NO SCHOOL 

Kwanzaa Begins 

 

Winter Recess 
NO SCHOOL 



 


