
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fund Raising Pays Off! 

Computer Lab News 
New eMacs are here! Thanks to Irene Chan-Jones and Mino 
Taoyama, we now have two of four eMac computers that the PTA 
has voted to pay for.  When the other two arrive, the Lab will be 
fully equipped for even the largest of our classes.  Students have 
been using the new computers, which are fast and have large 
screens.  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Patsy Taoyama and Amy 
O’Hair unpackage one of 
our four new eMac 
computers. 
 

 

The two technologists, Marie Sayles and Susan Mahony, are 
currently working with teachers and students thanks to an $8000 
grant, acquired by parent Jeff Kaliss, to provide for curriculum-
based technology integration. 
 

Many thanks to all the parent volunteers -- without them, the Lab 
would not function: Patsy Taoyama, computer lab coordinator, and 
Mino Taoyama, technician, and Anne Collins, Anita Dennis, Chester 
Hartsough, Amy O'Hair, Catherine Sanders, Cathy Yee and Linda 
Kaurau-Rodriguez, all of whom help while classes are in the Lab. 
 

Climbing Wall Is Here! 
Thanks to workers from the school district showing up, rain or 
shine, over the Winter Break, the climbing wall is finally installed in 
the Gym. Catherine Sparacino made many phone calls over a long 
period of time to encourage this to happen.  Many thanks to her for 
initiating and seeing this project through from start to finish.  We 
are the first elementary school in the District to have a climbing 
wall! 
 Teachers are currently studying the accompanying activity guide 
for ways to help their eager students get the most out the new 
equipment.  Students in the afterschool programs also have it 
available to them. 
 

Many, many thanks to the families who bought See's chocolates 
last year, the source of much of the money for this purchase. 
 

Be a part of the Miraloma Gazette! 

Do you have a classroom event that you are involved with, or maybe 
a great photo from a past event? Send it in! All articles welcome!  
 
 
Please email all Submissions to miralomagazette@yahoo.com  

Or drop submissions in the Miraloma Gazette submissions box in 
the Parent Room. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
Chevy's Fundraiser TONIGHT! 
Come to Chevy's restaurant in Stonestown Galleria between 5pm 
and 9pm, share a good meal with other Miraloma families -- and 
Chevy’s will contribute 20% of the proceeds to our school!  Good 
food, good company, and a cut for us -- to support the Gardening 
Educator, Molly Barr.  Be sure to bring a flier to the event! 
(Remember, NO SCHOOL tomorrow -- Lunar New Year.) 
 

Spring Festival Meeting 
The next Spring Festival meeting is Saturday Jan. 31st, at Anne 
Schwarz's house, 1 Oak Park Dr., at 10:30am.  Bring your ideas for 
fun, games, or solicitations!  Anne's house is up Clarendon St, past 
Clarendon School, first left, first house. Call for more directions, 
566-3374. 
 

2000 Tennis Balls Needed 
In order to protect the school's floors and reduce noise from the 
scraping of student chair legs that have lost their end-pads, our 
principal Marcia Parrott has asked anyone who can to bring in old 
tennis balls.  They are cut open on one side and slipped over the 
broken metal tip of the chair-leg.  It is a simple solution, but all 
contributions are appriciated!  Send balls with your child, securely 
tied in a plastic bag, or bring directly to the office. 
 

Fund Raising: 
Valentine's Day Candy Sales 
One more week left to sell See's chocolates! Don't forget friends 
and neighbors who might wish to help the school support the 
gardening program. Turn in your money and forms next 
Wednesday, Jan 28th.  If you need additional forms, call the office 
469-4734 or pick them up in the media rack outside the parent 
room. 
 

Read-a-thon is underway! 
Monday, 01/12 kicked off the second-annual Miraloma Spring 
Read-a-thon. When your child visits the school library with class 
during the week, each student will receive the read-a-thon pledge 
form and reading log. Please go over this form and the instructions 
with your child this to learn how the read-a-thon works. Then, until 
the end of January, help your child ask family and friends to sponsor 
him or her to read as many books as possible during the month of 
February. The read-a-thon promotes literacy and is a fund-raiser for 
our school poetry program. The top readers in each class will win 
free books at the upcoming Scholastic Book Fair in March, and the 
class that reads the most books will win an ice-cream party! 
 

Good Life Grocery Scrip Now Available 
Thanks to the efforts of Tanja Gubser, paper scrip is now available 
for Good Life Grocery.  They have two stores full of organic, natural 
foods, in Bernal Heights and Potrero Hill.  They give back 5% of your 
purchases to the school. Contact Tanja at 643-3573 or 
tgubser@aol.com . 
 

Box Tops 4 Education 
Keep clipping and turning those box tops in! 
You can find Box Tops 4 Education on hundreds of General Mills 
products; we also get “box tops” when you shop online through the 
Box Tops Marketplace. Visit www.boxtops4education.com and 
register to support Miraloma today! 
 

Recycle your empty printer cartridges for $$$ 
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http://www.boxtops4education.com/


Empties 4 Cash will pay Miraloma $2 for every refurbish-able 
cartridge we send to them and will recycle all others! We can’t lose! 
Drop off all cartridges in the box in the Parent Room! 

 
 
 

 

Student’s Corner: 
San Francisco History  
By Allyxandra C. Bodrov, Ms. Teich’s 3rd grade class 
Today I went to the performing art library and this is what I learned. 
When it was 1849 San Francisco was smaller. On warm nights all the 
people go and dance very beautifully. In 1849 Lotta Cabtree came 
to town. Edwin Booth played in the play Othello which was written 
by William S. John Booth killed Abraham Lincoln. Bert Williams was 
the first black person to be exepted to Stanford. Chinese opera was 
great the beautiful colors and the soft and shiny silk and they had 
very nice music. Lola Motez could dance very beautifully. After she 
did a show she would do her spider dance. Isadora Duncan was a 
beautiful dancer to. Give it up for our stars. 
 

What’s New? 
Cow and Calf Visit School 
Photo by Ed Farebrother 
The Dairy Council of California sent over a black cow and a very 
young calf in a big truck.  The caretaker who came with them told 
the students many things about cows, including how the cow eats 
hay, have 4 stomachs, and a machine is used to milk it twice a day.  
He told the students to count while the cow was chewing.  They 
counted to 60 before the cow swallowed what she was chewing! 
She then regurgitated it and chewed it all over again.   

 

Students eagerly lined up to pet the calf. 
 

Volunteer Opportunities 
Miraloma Gazette – Sadly this is my last year at Miraloma, as my 
son is graduating this year. I am currently looking for someone to 
take over the publishing of the Miraloma Gazette. The template is 
very easy to use and is set up in Word. Please email me directly at 
kathleen@wongo.com. 
Box Tops 4 Education and Cartridges 4 Kids– I have two more 
projects up for new coordinators! Both are very low maintenance 
projects and perfect for a parent that has a limited amount of time 
to volunteer. Please email me directly for either project (or both) at 
kathleen@wongo.com 
Read-a-thon - Parent volunteers are needed to help make the read-
a-thon a success for all students in all classes. Please contact Anita 
Dennis at anita@anitadennis.com or 415-337-8280 if you'd like to 
help with this fund-raising event.  
Library Volunteers always needed.  We are very flexible! We need 
you whenever you can help! Stop by the library during school hours 
or call Catherine Sparacino 664-5214. 
Yard Duty – Noontime volunteers to monitor and lead activities. 
Contact Marcia Parrott. 
Save Your Lids! 
Room 107 needs your lids! Plastic and metal. From jars and bottles, 
big and little...well, medium. We are saving up for a 'recycled stuff' 
art project and need lots 

Spotlight On: 
Jennifer Shivers Room 106 

Who Am I 
By Felice Holman 
The trees ask me, 

And the sky, 
And the sea asks me 

Who am I? 
 

The grass asks me, 
And the sand, 

And the rocks ask me 
Who am I? 

 

The wind tells me 
At nightfall 

And the rain tells me 
Someone small. 

 

 Someone small 
Someone small 

But a piece of it all. 
 
Each one of us makes up only a small part…of our families, our 
classrooms, our schools, our communities. But each and every one 
of us is a distinctive piece of it all. 
 

To Room 106: Without each and every one of you, our class would 
not be as special as it is. You all have something unique to bring to 
our classroom community, and I cherish the time I have had to get 
to know you and teach you. Keep striving for your best, embracing 
each others differences (even when it’s a challenge) and caring for 
each other as you do. You are a spectacular group of students. 
 

To the Staff of Miraloma: You are an amazing group of people that 
have created a caring and successful school environment. I have 
cherished working with all of you and appreciate all that you have 
done to welcome and support me. Thank you! 
 

To the Parents of Miraloma Students: Thank you! Thank you! Thank 
you! Your generosity and support is a blessing. You help make 
Miraloma the fabulous school that it is. 
 

I will miss you all 
~Ms. Shivers 

 

Thank You Ms. Shivers! 

 

Miraloma T-shirts and Sweatshirts 
Sweatshirts and T-shirts Still Available 
There are sweatshirts and tees in all sizes still available, so if you 
missed getting one in previous weeks and would now like one, you 
may either pick up an order form in the media rack outside the 
parent room, and drop off your order and check in the office, or call 
Amy O'Hair 334-5154 directly.  Show some school spirit! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday 01/19 Tuesday 01/20 Wednesday 01/21 Thursday 01/22 Friday 01/23 Saturday 01/24 
Martin Luther King Day 

 NO SCHOOL 
   Chevy’s Fundraiser 

Stonestown 5 – 9 PM 
Bring your flier!!! 

Lunar New Year  
NO SCHOOL 

 

  Staff Development Day  
NO SCHOOL 

MEEP in session 

  

Monday 01/26 Tuesday 01/27 Wednesday 01/28 Thursday 01/29 Friday 01/30 Saturday 01/31 

School Site Council 
Meeting 6:30 PM Library 

ELAC 
San Miguel Center  
6:30 PM 

 See’s Candy orders due 3-5 Sing Along 
SAC meeting 5:15PM 

K-2 Sing Along 
Parent Principal Chat  
RM 109 8:15 AM 

Spring Festival 
Meeting 10:30 AM 
1 Oak Park Drive 

Monday 02/02 Tuesday 02/03 Wednesday 02/04 Thursday 02/05 Friday 02/06 Saturday 02/07 

Read-a –Thon begins       

Contributors: Jennifer Shivers , Amy O’Hair, Kathleen Burkett, 

Patsy Taoyama, Catherine Sparacino, Ed Farebrother,  
Wandaline Perelli, Marlina Teich and Marcia Parrott 

 


