
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                          
 
 
 

 
 

 

What Is GATE? 
By Kay Kirman, 5th grade teacher and GATE coordinator 
This is the last of a three-part series about the GATE program, in 
question-and-answer format. 
 

What kind of high-level questions should GATE students be 
asked? 
In the 1950s, Benjamin Bloom created taxonomy for categorizing 
levels of questions in educational settings, now referred to as 
“Bloom’s Taxonomy.”  It is broken into six levels that move from the 
concrete to more abstract.  Asking your child increasingly more 
complex questions helps extend his or her thinking about the 
material s/he’s reading. 
1.  Knowledge 
Who are the main characters? 
What is the problem? How is it solved? 
Where does the story take place? When? 
2. Comprehension 
Describe what happened on page/chapter____. 
How does the main character feel about____? 
Compare the feelings of two characters. 
Why did the character do that? 
List three important events. 
3. Application 
If you have the same problem as the main character, what would 
you do? 
What if this story happened in a different time? 
What did you learn? 
Which character is most like you? Why? 
4. Analysis 
Write a different ending to the story. 
What evidence shows that the character was____? 
Why did the character react in that way? 
Could the story happen today? Why? 
5. Synthesis 
Write this story from the viewpoint of the antagonist. 
Write a diary entry as if you were the main character. 
Write a sequel to the story. 
How would you change this story? 
6. Evaluation 
What is your opinion of the book? 
Why do you think the author wrote this book? 
What was your favorite part? Why? 
 

Family Cleanup Day This Saturday 3/6! 
School Clean-Up Day Coming… 
This Saturday March 6th is our spring family clean-up day, 9am to 
1pm.  (We also hold them each fall.)  All families are welcome to 
help.  From trimming the ivy to helping with your child’s classroom 
chores, there is something for everyone to do.  Bring cleaning 
supplies, a sturdy vacuum, gloves, gardening equipment.  For 
questions about gardening issues or needs, contact Paul Korntheuer 
415-333-2068.  For questions or suggestions about inside projects, 
contact Moneka Urbanske, 585-3844.   Breakfast snacks provided.  
Check in at the Parent Room when you arrive that day, to sign in 
and let Moneka or Heidi know what you’d like to work on.  Also, we 
welcome healthy breakfast breads or fruits, if you can bring these.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

PTA News 
Welcome New Families! 
The Miraloma School PTA would like to welcome all of the new 
students and families that have recently entered Miraloma. We 
want to invite you to our next PTA meeting Monday March 8th at 
6:15 p.m.. Our next school-wide event is School Clean-Up Day -- 
Saturday March 6th, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.. We always have a large 
turnout for this community effort and we would love to see you 
there.   
If you would like to become a Miraloma PTA member please feel 
free to contact me directly for a registration form.  Also, you may 
join at any general meeting of the PTA.  (Dues are $5 a year, but we 
offer stipends to those who cannot afford this.) 
Sincerely, 
Patsy Taoyama 
Vice President, Membership 
Miraloma School PTA 
415-585-0604 
email: taoyama@mac.com 
 

Site Council Meeting 
Parents and Staff participate in a School Site Council Meeting 
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Upcoming Events 
PTA Meeting Next Monday 
Monday March 8th is the monthly general meeting.  6:15 snacks and 
chat, 6:30 to 8pm meeting.  This month we are taking volunteers for 
the nominating committee – help to find the stellar new faces for 
next year’s officers!  All are welcome.  Childcare provided. 
Family Math Night March 24th  
This is an exciting Miraloma event that involves both kids and 
parents in the process of exploration and learning in Math.  We have 
a dinner beforehand.  The date is Wednesday March 24th, 5:30 for 
dinner, 6:30 for activities.  Parent volunteers are needed, especially 
in the activity room.  You can help a teacher present a special fun 
activity – math games, number lines, fractions – there is an array of 
choices.  Or, you can help with the dinner in the cafeteria – set-up, 
serving, or clean-up.   
 

To volunteer, look for the green form in next week’s Wednesday 
envelope, or call Leisa Vick at 415-242-0983 and leave your contact 
information or write lrsinclair@mckennalong.com 
Scholastic Book Fair is Coming!   
The theme this spring is "Treasure Hunt! Dig Up Great Books!"  
Mark your calendars now, so you won’t miss our Scholastic Book 
Fair which will be held in the Miraloma library from March 12 to 24. 
The Fair will be open to the public from 7:30-10:30 am daily and 
from 12:30-2:30 pm except Wednesdays (when piano lessons take 
place in the library).   
Stop by the Fair before or after your Parent-Teacher conference. 
The Book Fair will also be open during Family Math Night, the 
evening of March 24. 
 A Scholastic Books' flyer will be sent home that previews some of 
the many books offered at the Fair. Your child will have a chance to 
see these and all the other books for sale during the week of March 
15, when each class will visit the Fair during its regular library time. 
At that time, your child will write a “wish list” of favorite books that 
he or she would like to buy and will bring that list home to you. 
 

Volunteer Opportunities 
Math Night Volunteers Needed 
Family Math Night is Wednesday March 24th, 5:30 to 8:00pm.  The 
PTA serves a light dinner, and the teachers hold math-related 
activities in classrooms that both parents and students can 
participate in.  It is an enjoyable community event, and showing up 
with your child helps to emphasize the value of learning, and the fun 
of learning together.   
Volunteers are needed to help the teachers in the classrooms, and 
to help serve the dinner.  Look for the green flyer in this 
Wednesday’s envelope, and fill it out with your name and contact 
info.  (Is your flyer missing?  Just write your name, phone number 
and email on a piece of paper, and put “Math night volunteer” at the 
top.) 
Library Volunteers always needed.  We are very flexible! We need 
you whenever you can help! Stop by the library during school hours 
or call Catherine Sparacino 664-5214. 
 

Games Make Our Spring Festival Fun 
Are you handy with building and/or have access to donated 
materials? 
 Do you know people with party equipment? It's time to think about 
improving our game offerings at this year's Miraloma Spring 
Festival. 
We need help building new games or renting some at low cost. 
Please contact Diane at CarPiHole@aol.com or Lisa 
lisapetrie@earthlink.net if you have ideas or can volunteer to help. 
 
 
Please email all Submissions to miralomagazette@yahoo.com  
Or drop submissions in the Miraloma Gazette submissions box in 
the Parent Room. 

 

 

 

Fund Raising: 
The Spring Read-a-thon Is Over 
As of this last Sunday, the last day of February, the spring read-a-
thon is over.  Please help your child add up his/her pages, collect 
money from sponsors, put money and pledge form in an envelope, 
and return all to school in this Wednesday’s envelope. Prizewinners 
will be announced before the Scholastic Book Fair begins.  Free 
books for one boy and one girl from each classroom, as well as an 
ice cream party for the top reading class. 
 

All proceeds go to the poetry program at Miraloma. 
 

Box Tops 4 Education 
Keep clipping and turning those box tops in! 
You can find Box Tops 4 Education on hundreds of General Mills 
products; we also get “box tops” when you shop online through the 
Box Tops Marketplace. Visit www.boxtops4education.com and 
register to support Miraloma today! 
 

Recycle your empty printer cartridges for $$$ 
 Empties 4 Cash will pay Miraloma $2 for every refurbish-able 
cartridge we send to them and will recycle all others! We can’t lose! 
Drop off all cartridges in the box in the Parent Room! 

 

Gardening With Molly 
Proceeds from the See’s Candy Sale support Molly and her outdoor 
education. 
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