
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                      
 
 

Family Cleanup Was A Great Success! 
By Paul Korntheuer  
THANK YOU to everyone that showed up today for our Spring 
Clean-Up.  
WOW! Classrooms were scrubbed, carpets cleaned, air vents were 
vacuumed out, the stairs leading down from the lower playground 
to Bella Vista were transformed into something out of Better 
Homes and Garden (well, ok that's a stretch - but they haven't 
looked this good in many years), bushes along Myra were freed 
from ivy, the area outside the gym door was cleaned up, the K1 
garden bed soil was turned, the list goes on...  
 

Not only does the school look better, the educational process that 
goes on there during the week with our children will benefit from 
everyone's efforts today. Our children will observe us caring about 
the building that they go to school in. That translates into positive 
feeling about our school and in turn, positive feelings about being 

there to learn. 

 

 
 

 

Fundraising Update 
By Anita Dennis 
We’re more than half way through the school year and many of you 
might be wondering how we’re doing with fundraising and whether 
our budget is on track. So here’s an update.  
 

At the beginning of the year we approved a budget to raise $31,000. 
To date, we’ve raised $24,100. Although a few events raised less 
than we’d hoped (the rummage sale, the read-a-thon), other events 
raised more (the annual giving campaign, Good Life Grocery and 
Rainbow Foods scrips). Since we really didn’t know what to expect, 
we aimed for the stars and definitely reached a few. We’ve done 
amazingly well, and we have already raised much more than we 
raised last year. For these successes, we all deserve a collective pat 
on the back—not just for opening our pocketbooks but more 
importantly for volunteering our time, energy, and other resources 
to make our fundraising events and programs come to life.  
 

We still have money coming in: scrip comes all year, not all the read-
a-thon pledges have been collected, and the Spring Festival is still 
on the horizon, for example. We will probably ultimately raise 
$29,000 to $30,000—a bit short of our goal, but impressive 
nonetheless. We expect to be able to meet the expenses to which 
we have committed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Math Night is March 24th! 
Family Math Night March 24th  
This is an exciting Miraloma event that involves both kids and 
parents in the process of exploration and learning in Math.  We have 
a dinner beforehand.  Dinner will begin at 5:30, with special guest 
speaker Dr. Wu (Professor at UC Berkley), and activities beginning 
at 6:30.  Please be sure to send in your family’s RSVP for the 
evening. Parent volunteers are needed in the activity rooms.  You 
can help a teacher present a special fun activity – math games, 
number lines, fractions – there is an array of choices.   

Call Moneka at 415-585-3844 for detail or to volunteer. 
 

Scholastic Book Fair is Underway! 
The theme this spring is "Treasure Hunt! Dig Up Great Books!"  
The Book Fair runs from March 12 to 24. The Fair will be open to the 
public from 7:30-10:30 am daily and from 12:30-2:30 pm except 
Wednesdays (when piano lessons take place in the library).   
Stop by the Fair before or after your Parent-Teacher conference. 
The Book Fair will also be open during Family Math Night, the 
evening of March 24. 
 

Spring Festival  
The annual Spring Festival is May 1.  We need your help!  Are you 
handy with building and/or have access to donated materials? 
 Do you know people with party equipment? It's time to think about 
improving our game offerings at this year's Miraloma Spring 
Festival. 
We need help building new games or renting some at low cost. If 
you are able to work the day of the festival or if you have ideas for 
games, raffles, food, entertainment etc...Please call Anne Schwarz 
at 566-3374 or e-mail her at anngresam@msn.com. 
 

Read-a-thon Wrap Up 
By Anita Dennis 
This year’s Miraloma Spring Read-a-thon was a resounding success. 
Participation and fundraising were both up significantly from last 
year.  
 

More than 80 students participated—almost three times as many as 
last year! That is in large part due to teacher support of the project 
in their classrooms. In addition, the event has raised more than 
$3,600! (Additional pledges have promised but not yet received.) 
Some of this money goes to our California Poets in the Schools 
program. The rest of the proceeds are used to reimburse teaches 
twice a year for their out-of-pocket expenses toward classroom 
supplies. 
 

The Miraloma School PTA extends its sincere thanks to all of the 
students, teachers, parents, extended families, and community 
members who supported this project with their time and their 
money. We couldn’t have done it without you. 

Congratulations to the Winners of the Miraloma  
Spring Read-a-thon: 

Kira Luscher and Jackson Paddock in Ms. Howard’s class, 
Maia Jones and Zachary Sovereign in Ms. Freitag’s class, 
Georgia Povlsen, Sam Menegat, Tristan Burnham in Ms. Evers’ 
class, 
Ariane Li and Cristian Berroteran in Ms. Krueger’s class, 
Marika Stuurman and Jules Schenkel in Ms. Lehman’s class, 
Olivia Gubser and William Rodriguez in Ms. Huang’s class, 
Kayla McCord and Riley Halperin in Mr. Marples’s class, 
Alyson Yee in Ms. Rosen’s class, 
Molly Fitzsimmons and Kevin Rosales in Ms. Berryessa’s class, 
Heysel Diaz and Jammy Yu in Ms. Teich’s class, 
Louis Wong, Erica Won, and Emily Sun in Ms. Vezinaw’s class, 
Nancy Yu and Wallace Luk in Ms. Kirman’s class, 
and to Mr. Marples and Ms. Freitag’s classes, which tied for the top-
reading class.  

 
Please email all Submissions to miralomagazette@yahoo.com  
Or drop submissions in the Miraloma Gazette submissions box in 
the Parent Room. 
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Ms. Parrott airing up balls at 
the Spring Clean Up. 

 

Parent Weyman Lee and friend 
Louie cleaned many classroom 
rugs on Family Cleanup Day! 
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School Site Council  

SURVEY & COMMMUNITY MEETING 
PARENT & STUDENT FINDINGS/CONCLUSIONS  
By Lorraine Woodruff-Long  
 MIRALOMA STAFF: 
 Parents and students feel very positive about the teachers at 

Miraloma.   
 Students feel their teachers believe in them and are good 

teachers:  
 89% agree that “my teacher believes I can learn”  
 87% agree that “my teacher is a good teacher” 

 Parents feel very good about the teachers’ relationship with 
their children and with them.  

 (Ratings ranged from 1= strongly disagree to 5=strongly agree)  
 Parents strongly agree (average=4.5) that:  
 A positive relationship exists between my child and his/her 

teacher  
 Feel I can communicate with my child’s teacher  
 Feel respected by my child’s teacher  
 Feel my child is happy at Miraloma. 
 Parents also agree that :  

 The teachers (avg.= 4.2) and the principal (avg.= 4.1) 
encourage them to ask questions and express their concerns.  

 BEHAVIORAL ISSUES & SCHOOL SAFETY 
 Behavior issues arose as the biggest concern by both 

parents and students: 
 While, the majority parents feel discipline is handled well by 

the school (67% agree/strongly agree), behavioral issues 
continue to be perceived as a large problem in the classroom.  
 Many parents are concerned about handful of children 

that they feel repeatedly disrupt and take learning time 
away from the teacher and class. They feel these 
situations cause stress with their children or negatively 
affects children in other ways (i.e. encouraging disruptive 
behavior.)  

 Many parents expressed concern over the lack of 
engaging activity and adult supervision during recess and 
are concerned that behavior problems arise during this 
time. 

 While parents overwhelmingly feel their children are safe at 
school (90% agree/strongly agree) as do the majority of 
children (80% of  K-1st graders and 66% of students overall), a 
large portion of 2nd-5th  don’t agree:   
 56% of 2nd-5th graders say they feel safe.  
 25% feel safe ‘sometimes’ and 11% said they did not feel 

safe at school. 
 Some parents noted discipline problems for children while 

riding or waiting for buses (#110 and #710 specifically.)  
 CURRICULUM, CHALLENGE, & HOMEWORK 
 The overwhelming majority (80%) agree/strongly agree that 

their children’s educational needs are being met.  Lack of 
resources and more challenge for some kids is cited as an 
issue.  Parents feel positively about the curriculum but feel 
there are some gaps. 
 Parents are positive about the curriculum offered in 

reading (4.2), math (4.2) and science (4.1), but some note 
their children could be more challenged. 

 Half of parents would like to see more 
challenging homework. 

 The biggest disparity between curriculum offered and 
satisfaction is in the areas of P.E., art and music. Parents 
feel it is important but not being adequately addressed. 

 98% of parents say that they help their child with 
homework but only 65% of students say that this happens 
at home.  

 PARENT INVOLVEMENT 
 Parents are doing the best, and as much as, they can.  They 

would do more only if they had more time. 
 Parents feel welcome at the school (90% agree/strongly agree) 

and are aware of volunteer opportunities (97% awareness.) 
 Whether they’re heavily or not at all involved in the classroom, 

parents are neutral about volunteering more time than they 
already give (average volunteer hours=3.5) 
 

*Base=254 students who answered survey  
** Base=120 parents who answered survey  

Fund Raising: 
Box Tops 4 Education 
Keep clipping and turning those box tops in! 
You can find Box Tops 4 Education on hundreds of General Mills 
products; we also get “box tops” when you shop online through the 
Box Tops Marketplace or use your Box Tops Visa Card (Applications 
available in the Parent Room).  
Visit www.boxtops4education.com and register to support 
Miraloma today! 
 

Recycle your empty printer cartridges for $$$ 
Empties 4 Cash will pay Miraloma $2 for every refurbish-able 
cartridge we send to them and will recycle all others! We can’t lose!  
Drop off all cartridges in the box in the Office or Parent Room! 

 
eScrip Reminder 
Our profit from eScrip is steadily increasing – thanks to the many 
parents who’ve gone online to register their Safeway card or other 
credit cards with www.eScrip.com.  It is a safe and secure way to 
bring money to the school – the corporate sponsors who participate 
in the program are willing to give money to our school – we as 
parents need only register for the program, and do our shopping as 
using those registered cards. Registering costs nothing and you will 
not receive junk mail as a result. 
 

Upcoming Events 
Parent Teacher Conferences 
Monday March 22-26 Teacher’s will be holding Parent-Teacher 
conferences. Please note during this week, school will be dismissed 
one hour early each day, at 12:50 pm. 
 

Healthy Teeth 
By Ms. Hana Huang (Room 112)  
For the past few weeks, our first grade class has been learning about 
ways to take care of our teeth. We made healthy teeth posters 
(please stop by and see them!) about brushing every day and night, 
flossing to clean those hard to reach places, and eating healthy 
foods such as fruits and vegetables.  
Have you ever read books by Saxton Freymann and Joost 
Elffers? Their picture books are all made from food! That was where 
we got the idea of making food art. We used apples, bananas, bell 
peppers, carrots, cucumbers, potatoes, radishes, zucchinis, and 
more to make people and animals. It was so much fun learning 
about different fruits and vegetables that are good for your teeth 
and your body.  
Next, we will learn about the food pyramid and other ways to keep 

ourselves 
healthy! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alison’s Veggie Doll, Ms. Huang’s 1st Grade Class  
 

Volunteer Opportunities 
Box Tops 4 Education and Empties 4 Cash– I have two projects up 
for new coordinators as this is my last year at Miraloma. Both are 
very low maintenance projects and perfect for a parent that has a 
limited amount of time to volunteer.  
Please email me directly for either project (or both) at 
kathleen@wongo.com or call 415-378-4199. 

 

Monday 03/15 Tuesday 03/16 Wednesday 03/17 Thursday 03/18 Friday 03/19 Saturday 03/20 

School Site Council 
Meeting 6:30 PM Library 
Book Fair  in the Library 

Book Fair  in the Library Book Fair  in the Library Book Fair  in the Library Book Fair  in the Library    

Monday 03/22 Tuesday 03/23 Wednesday 03/24 Thursday 03/25 Friday 03/26 Saturday 03/27 

English Language 
Advisory Council 

(ELAC) 
Early Dismissal 12:50 

Book Fair  in the Library 
 
 

Early Dismissal 12:50 

Book Fair  in the Library 
Family Math Night    

5:30 pm 
Early Dismissal 12:50 

Book Fair  in the Library 
School Advisory Council 

Crazy Hat Day 
Early Dismissal 12:50 

Book Fair  in the Library 
Parent Principal Chat (PPC) 

Parent  Room 8am 
Early Dismissal 12:50 

 

Monday 03/29 Tuesday 03/30 Wednesday 03/31 Thursday 04/01 Friday 04/02 Saturday 04/03 

Caesar Chavez Day 
NO SCHOOL 

Staff Development Day 
NO SCHOOL 

    

http://www.boxtops4education.com/
http://www.escrip.com/
mailto:kathleen@wongo.com

