
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                      
 

A Fabulous Math Night! 
By Amy O’Hair, Leisa Vick, and Leslie Kirk Campbell 

Last Wednesday evening, over three hundred students, parents, 
grandparents, and other community members gathered at the 
school to enjoy Chinese food and a guest speaker, Hung-Hsi Wu, 
professor of math at Berkeley,followed by an engaging array of 
classroom activities created by our teachers.  There were games at 
all levels, math challenges, manipulatives, and paper-and-pencil 
work.  Some families found their kids so involved, it was hard to get 
around to everything! 
      Teachers planned the backbone of the night’s activities, with K 
teacher Jennifer Howard heading the effort.  Parents signed on to 
provide support in the classrooms, as well as some older siblings: 
Orlando Campbell, Sabrina Sanders, and Theresa Muehlbauer.  
Parent helpers included: Jaime, Heidi Edwards, Chester Hartsough, 
Bill Jones, Jeff Kaliss, Lisa Petrie, Janet Razvaliaeff, Rick Reynolds 
and Chris Bassett, Anne Schwarz, Debora Tingley, and Moneka 
Urbanske, who coordinated the parent volunteers.   
      The dinner was planned and organized by parent Leisa Vick.  The 
Chinese food was obtained through the efforts of Betty Suen, and 
parents Liza Tsui and Weyman Lee.  Parents who helped serve and 
clean up included: Ed Farebrother, Kelly McCord, Veronica Perez, 
Linda Rodriguez, Catherine Sanders, David Wells, Cathy Yee. 
      A special feature of the dinnertime was the work done by Liza 
Tsui and Veronica Perez, both of whom have written testimonies of 
their experiences as parent volunteers, which are being translated 
into, Chinese and Spanish respectively.  They did outreach during 
the dinner, talking to many parents with limited English skills about 
the rewards and importance of parent volunteer work at Miraloma.  
This effort results from work done by ELAC (English Language 
Advisory Committee). 

 
Christine Hereford, fifth grade teacher, turns fractions into play with egg-
cartons and yarn. 
 

 
Playing with beans in arrays. 

 
Please email all Submissions to miralomagazette@yahoo.com  
Or drop submissions in the Miraloma Gazette submissions box in 
the Parent Room. Next deadline is Friday April 16th. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Book Fair was a Success 
By Amy O’Hair and Catherine Sparacino 

Coordinated by Wandaline Perelli, our twice-yearly Scholastic Book 
Fairs have become great successes.  This spring’s treasure-hunt-
themed fair, ending on Math Night, was no exception.  For two 
weeks it offered families reasonably priced books, and the sales 
helped increase the teachers’ classroom libraries through a dividend 
arrangement. 
      There were exciting news items this year, including a spy 
handbook, Punctuation Takes a Vacation, Raising Confident Girl, 
Raising Confident Boys, a kids’ astronomy book, and a new Spanish 
section. Young fiction (picture books) were hot sellers, as well as the 
temperamental and perennial Judy Moody.  
      Teachers got all their requested books – twenty to thirty books 
each, for classroom libraries, with the help of generous parents, and 
the dividends that sales earn us from Scholastic Books. 
      Pirate hats off to Wandaline for her consistent and conscientious 
oversight of the book fair.  Many thanks to Catherine Sparacino, 
who helped out everyday, Linda Rodriguez for setting up, Anita 
Dennis for set-up and for cashiering on Math Night, Angie Blackwell 
for helping kids write their wish lists, Kathleen Burkett for 
cashiering, and Ed Farebrother for take-down. Special thanks to 
fourth grader Lawrynce Cook for helping out by vacuuming and 
moving the library rug for story time on Math Night. 
 

 
Wandaline Perelli, Anita Dennis, and Kathleen Burkett (avast ye maties!) 

 
Reading together at the book fair (with something for little sisters, too). 
 

PTA Meeting Next Monday 
Please join the PTA for its next general meeting on Monday April 
5th, 6:15 snacks and chat, 6:30 to 8:00 pm for meeting.  This time 
the nominating committee will present its proposed slate for next 
year’s officers. The election is in May.  Do you have an agenda item 
idea? Call Anne Schwarz, Secretary, 566-3374. 

Spring Break Coming 
Spring break means no school the week of April 12th.  The Gazette 
will be published the following week, on April 21st. 
Lost and Found 
Oh, the things you’ll find….  Take a moment after drop-off or before 
pick-up to check through the lost and found in the cafeteria.  
Warmer days means clothing shed and forgotten. 

Our School Email Listserv 
To join the Miraloma school email list, and share in discussion and 
get announcements, send a blank email to this address: 
miralomaschool-subscribe@topica.com 
And then follow the directions you receive in reply. 
If you know of an incoming family to Miraloma, invite them to join.   
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Spring Festival  
By Lorraine Woodruff-Long 

The Miraloma Spring Festival is the PTA’s biggest community 
building and fundraising event of the year. The date is Saturday 
May 1st, 11am to 3pm. All proceeds will help support Miraloma’s 
academic programs.  Help your PTA support our school!  Here are 
some of the ways you can help: 

 Media Sale!   
Donate any used books, CDs, videos, cassettes & DVDs for the Used 
Media Sale. Bring items to the Media Sale Box in the Parent Room 
at school before May 1ST.   
(Coordinator: Anita Dennis 337-8280 anita@antiadennis.com) 
Raffle Tickets!   
Help to sell raffle rickets!  Only $2 each!  Coming soon to you in the 
Wednesday envelope.  
(Coordinator: Anne Schwarz 566-3374 anngresam@msn.com) 
Cake Walk!  
Bake a cake, pie, a dozen cookies or brownies -- whatever is your 
family specialty!  Some lucky person will win your treat as a prize. 
Bring your item the day of the Festival.   
(Coordinator: Anne Collins 550-0351/anne_collins@juno.com) 
Solicitations auction items or food! 
Solicit food for our BBQ.  Or solicit an item or gift certificate from a 
business or friend to be auctioned at the Festival.  Are you a knitter, 
quilter, sewer or other crafty type? – Donate your creation to the 
auction!  
(Coordinator: Anne Schwarz 566-3374 or anngresam@msn.com) 
 Volunteer to help! 
We need you!  We need help running the BBQ, managing games, 
setting up, breaking down, distributing flyers – you name it! 
(Coordinator: Ellie Rossiter 641-5449 elcatering@aol.com) 
 Come join us, bring your friends, and have fun! 
 

Other Upcoming Events 
 Staff Appreciation Luncheon 
We help to recognize the hard work of our children’s teachers and 
express our support by providing a luncheon for them toward the 
end of each school year.  This year’s date is Wednesday May 12th.  If 
you would like to be involved in this effort, please contact Laurrie 
Petrelli at 282-0145 laurriepetrelli@yahoo.com . 

 
Tanja Gubser, Karen Oh-Putterman, and Katie Handelman with a bevy of 
future Miralomans (Annika Gubser, Cian Putterman, and Zachary 
Handelman). 

 
Three of the well-organized regulars who make your Wednesday envelope 
materials come together each week – Cathy Yee, Lori Lack, and Ellie 
Rossiter. Check out that spread!  

Arts Committee Report 
By Jeff Kaliss 

The first-ever joint meeting of the Miraloma Parents Arts 
Committee (PAC) and the Teachers Arts Committee (TAC) went 
forward with manifest enthusiasm and hope at the Portola Round 
Table Pizza on St. Patrick's Day. Teachers Becca Freitag and Kelly 
Lehman conveyed the consensus of their teacher colleagues, 
gathered in grade-level meetings, that a suitable joint PAC-TAC 
project will focus on the visual arts, with the launching of art carts.  

The carts will be stored in an art room, yet to be designated, and 
will be fitted out with art supplies assembled from materials 
currently stockpiled by Miraloma, donated by parents, salvaged 
from scrap, and donated by commercial operations. So-called arts-
ready parents will be involved in fitting out the carts, helping with 
their use in curriculum-integrated projects in the classroom, and 
providing training to staff in particular arts. 
     PAC and TAC members are also interested in finding 
opportunities for public exhibition of Miraloma students' artwork, 
and in soliciting volunteer and material assistance from the School 
of the Arts (SOTA). Parent Lisa Burnham will continue to pursue a 
Miraloma mural project, and parents and teachers will cooperate in 
implementing assemblies. Contact PAC Chair Jeff Kaliss at 
jefkal@jeffkaliss.com with input and questions. 

   
Ms. Teich’s class worked on a quilt with help from parent Catherine Sanders 
during March. 

Fund Raising 
All these programs are on going sources of free money for Miraloma – 
but they need your efforts to make them work. So read on, and take 
the time to help out – 
Target Credit Cards 
The Miraloma PTA received a donation of $210.69 from Target. on 
behalf of individuals participating in the Target Take Charge of 
Education School Fundraising program. Target donates 1% of 
Target Visa and Target Guest Card purchases made at Target or at 
www.target.com, and 1/2% of Target Visa purchases made 
elsewhere. Thank you to everyone who has a Target credit card and 
who designated Miraloma Elementary for their donations.  
 For those of you who have a Target credit card and were unaware 
of this program, please consider designating Miraloma for your 
donations.  
Box Tops 4 Education 
Keep clipping and turning those box tops in!  You can find Box Tops 
4 Education on hundreds of General Mills products; we also get “box 
tops” when you shop online through the Box Tops Marketplace or 
use your Box Tops Visa Card (Applications available in the Parent 
Room).  Visit www.boxtops4education.com and register to support 
Miraloma today! 
Recycle your empty printer cartridges for $$$ 
Empties 4 Cash will pay Miraloma $2 for every refurbish-able 
cartridge we send to them and will recycle all others! We can’t lose!  
Drop off all cartridges in the box in the Office or Parent Room! 
eScrip Reminder 
Our profit from eScrip is steadily increasing – thanks to the many 
parents who’ve gone online to register their Safeway card or other 
credit cards with www.eScrip.com.  It is a safe and secure way to 
bring money to the school – we as parents need only register for the 
program, and do our shopping as using those registered cards. 
Registering costs nothing and you will not receive junk mail. 

Monday 03/29 Tuesday 03/30 Wednesday 03/31 Thursday 04/01 Friday 04/02 

Cesar Chavez 
NO SCHOOL 

Staff Development 
NO SCHOOL 

K2 & K8 to Ardenwood Farms   

Monday 04/05 Tuesday 04/06 Wednesday 04/07 Thursday 04/08 Friday 04/09 

PTA Meeting 6:30-8:00pm, 
snacks 6:15 in library 

    

Monday 04/12 Tuesday 04/13 Wednesday 04/14 Thursday 04/15 Friday 04/16 

Spring Break 
NO SCHOOL 

Spring Break 
NO SCHOOL 

Spring Break 
NO SCHOOL 

Spring Break 
NO SCHOOL 

Spring Break 
NO SCHOOL 

Monday 04/19 Tuesday 04/20 Wednesday 04/21 Thursday 04/22 Friday 04/23 

School Site Council Meeting 
6:30 PM Library     
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