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MIRALOMA GAZETTEMIRALOMA GAZETTEMIRALOMA GAZETTEMIRALOMA GAZETTE    
MIRALOMA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  

SAN FRANCISCO, CA  �  SEPTEMBER 8, 2004  

______________________________________________ 

 
Welcome to the New School Year!  
And welcome to the Gazette, our community newsletter! Last 
year, pioneer editor and then 5th grade mom, Kathleen Burkett 
established The Miraloma Gazette. The Gazette aims to report 
on all aspects of life at Miraloma, keeping families, staff, and 
students informed.  As editor for this school year, I hope to 
increase the presence of student artwork, poetry, and stories, 
include translated information in line with the English text, and 
report on some of the less visible aspects of our community. I 
will be working out formatting and frequency, so bear with me.   
 

Producing the Gazette is mostly a matter of listening – and I 
would like to hear from you!  I welcome all article, tips, 
submissions, and digital photos. Drop items in the box marked 
‘Gazette’ in the office, or call (415) 334-5154 or email 
miralomagazette@yahoo.com . --Amy O’Hair, Editor 2004-05 
 

Ice Cream Social and Karaoke Tonight!!Tonight!!Tonight!!Tonight!! 
Wed. Sept 8th: See you in the Cafeteria, 7 to 8pm, for this fun 
and yummy community event.  Bring a topping! Anything 
delicious on ice cream – fruit, nuts, candies, chocolate chips, 
peanuts, granola, sauces, whatever you can think of.   
 

! 
交 OK !  

晚 間 7 – 8 ,

. 供. 加

! 加 可口 . 
 
¡Celebración social con helado esta noche! 7 ¡Celebración social con helado esta noche! 7 ¡Celebración social con helado esta noche! 7 ¡Celebración social con helado esta noche! 7 –––– 8pm, Cafe 8pm, Cafe 8pm, Cafe 8pm, Cafe    

 

Turn In Your Volunteer Forms 
Last week in your Wednesday envelope you should have 
received a yellow volunteer form.  Please take a moment to fill it 
out and return in your child’s Wed. envelope. Miraloma needs 
whatever skills or time you can offer, to strengthen our program, 
support our students, and build our community! To find out how 
you can volunteer and make a difference at Miraloma, or if you 
have questions or need another form contact Volunteer 
Coordinator Katie Handelman at 920-9593 or poppy3@jps.net. 
 

Volunteer Opportunities 
LibraryLibraryLibraryLibrary  Our school library is run completely by parent and 
guardian volunteers! If you have a regular time each week, you 
could be the beloved storyteller for a classroom. Other help is 
also needed, such as shelving books and helping older students 
with research. Times are flexible – whenever you can help! Stop 
by the library during school hours, or call Catherine Sparacino 
(415) 664-5214, or talk to your child’s teacher.  

Yard DutyYard DutyYard DutyYard Duty        Students playing in the schoolyards during morning 
recess (9:10 – 10am) and lunch recess (11:50am – 12:30pm) 
benefit from the presence of additional adult volunteers – 
especially those who can lead fun activities. Contact Marcia 
Parrott, principal, (415) 469-4734 or the volunteer Coordinator 
Katie Handelman (415) 920-9593 or poppy3@jps.net. 

This Issue’s Featured Volunteer 
Interview by LindaKay Brown 
The Gazette aims to highlight the work of a volunteer in each issue this 
school year.  We apologize ahead for the space limitations that prevent 
us from acknowledging the valuable work done by all Miraloma parent 
and guardian volunteers. Suggestions for future featured volunteers 
welcome. 
 

Name:Name:Name:Name:  Wandaline Perelli 
Child at Miraloma:Child at Miraloma:Child at Miraloma:Child at Miraloma:  Karry Jane Farebrother 
Years as a Miraloma familyYears as a Miraloma familyYears as a Miraloma familyYears as a Miraloma family::::  4 years with granddaughter Karry 
Jane, and 6 years in the 1970s with her two children, Ed (Karry 
Jane's dad) and Angela. 
Favorite thing about Miraloma:Favorite thing about Miraloma:Favorite thing about Miraloma:Favorite thing about Miraloma:  The family/community spirit 
How she volunteers at Miraloma:How she volunteers at Miraloma:How she volunteers at Miraloma:How she volunteers at Miraloma: provides 
administrative/secretarial assistance in the office and for 
teachers, runs the Book Fairs, does Student of the Week and 
event photography at Miraloma functions, guest-teaches in 3rd-
5th grade classrooms (she's a retired high school 
McAteer/Lowell math teacher), and is a member of the 
Miraloma PTA., 
The best part about volunteering:The best part about volunteering:The best part about volunteering:The best part about volunteering: When the little kids say her 
name or call her Grandma, and knowing almost everyone in 
school. 
Outside interests:Outside interests:Outside interests:Outside interests:  Tap dancing, singing (she's performed at 
Carnegie Hall twice during the 33 years she's been with the 
group that is now the Dominican Winifred Baker Chorale), and 
walking every day before school (25 miles/week!) 
 

Miraloma and Emergency Preparedness 
Miraloma is one of the pilot schools reviewing what could be the 
new version of in the San Francisco Unified School District’s 
Comprehensive Safe School Plan. Stasha Wyskiel, Director of 
Emergency Planning for the district, has been out to our site 
three times, talking to teachers and to parents at a School Site 
Council meeting about their concerns. In response to those 
concerns, she is coordinating several new developments and 
disseminating information.   
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Miraloma and Emergency Preparedness (cont’d)Miraloma and Emergency Preparedness (cont’d)Miraloma and Emergency Preparedness (cont’d)Miraloma and Emergency Preparedness (cont’d)    
Working with the Red Cross, Miraloma will be the site of CPR 
and first aid training.  The focus will be on training Miraloma 
parents, teachers, and nearby community members who are 
willing and interested. This class is not yet scheduled, but Ms. 
Wyskiel hopes to have it during the month of September.  Look 
for the notice in your Wednesday envelopes. 
 

Some of the other things parents can do to increase their 
preparedness, according to Ms. Wyskiel, is to make sure that 
their emergency contact information in the school office is up-to-
date.  These forms went home in last week’s Wednesday 
envelopes.  Please turn in your family’s form. If you need 
another one, call the office at (415) 469-4734.  
 

In addition, Ms. Wyskiel encourages parents and community 
members to take Neighborhood Emergency Response Team 
(NERT) training, offered by the San Francisco Fire Department.  
For more information see: 
http://www.sfgov.org/site/sfnert_index.asp > click Training 
Information. There are several class series beginning this fall. 
Training is free of charge. 
 

Currently under discussion is a plan to coordinate with nearby St 
Brendan’s School as a possible “sister-site”, a place for 
evacuation in the event students need to leave our site. Given 
our special needs students, Ms. Wyskiel says, St Brendan’s 
provides easier access than our closest SFUSD neighbor, 
Sunnyside Elementary. 
 

If you have further questions about the district’s plan, you may 
contact Stasha Wyskiel at (415) 355-6927 or 
swyskie@muse.sfusd.edu.  Questions about your child’s 
classroom preparedness can be directed to the teacher or to Ms 
Parrott, principal, at (415) 469-4734.  Next issue: some safety 
and preparedness tips for families from Ms. Wyskiel. 
 

Family School Clean Up Day Coming 
Put it on your calendars – Saturday October 2nd, 9am to 1pm.  
Parents and older kids tackle the grounds and school, and fulfill 
the requests of teachers as to classroom chores, while younger 
kids go to Sandy Park with parent volunteer supervision. For this 
hard-working but fun family event, the PTA provides breakfast 
foods and coffee. Volunteer coordinator Katie Handelman needs 
a someone to organize the foods. To participate in the work, just 
show up – but if you can take on the task of organizing the food, 
please call Katie, (415) 920-9593 poppy3@jps.net .  
 

2004 10 2    校清  
家 ! 校 為 乾

 – 教 , , . 9 1 .  
 

La Limpieza general De la Escuela  
Sábado 2 de Octubre, ¡Todas las familias estan invitadas a 
ayudar!  Ayudemos todos a hacer de nuestra escuela un lugar 
limpio y bello, por dentro y por fuera.  Salones de clase, el patio 
de juego, los pasillos.  De 9 a 1pm sábado 2 de octubre 2004. 
 

Save The Date and Save Your Donations for the 
Miraloma Rummage Sale! 
The 2nd annual Miraloma PTA Rummage Sale will be Saturday, 
Nov. 6th, 9am-3pm at the school. Start cleaning out your closets 
and garage to donate gently used items to be sold - toys, kitchen 
items, clothing, furniture, tools - and more!  Details on donation 
drop-off dates and volunteer opportunities will be coming soon. 

Principal’s Corner 
Welcome to an exciting 2004 school year! 
 
We had a great first week with everyone getting to know each 
other.  We have many school activities planned, including our 
poet in residence, TRIBES, family nights, artists in residence, 
music fests, spring festival, etc. We hope you will participate 
and enjoy our school community events! 
   
Our enrollment is now 300 students and more are registering 
each day.  Please be sure your child arrives for school by 
7:50 am each day, especially during the district’s 10-day 
count. Our school budget allocation is based on our 
enrollment and attendance for the first ten days of school. 
 
We’re looking forward to providing an enriching academic 
program to challenge and enlighten your child to the wonders 
of learning.  If you have questions, ideas, suggestions, please 
let me know how we can enhance our program together! 
 
Marcia Parrott, Principal 

Back to School Night Coming 
Don’t miss this schoolwide event! It is a chance to hear from all 
the teachers and staff members, visit your child’s classroom, 
talk with his or her teacher, and meet other families. Wednesday, 
Sept 29th, 7 – 8pm in the auditorium. 
 

校  
過 校 ! 

 教 , 您 教 , 她

, 見 家 . 

, 9 29 , 晚 間 7 - 8 . 
 

PTA Gift Wrap Sales Drive to Begin Next Week 
This year the company we use for this sales drive, Sally Foster, 
has expanded their gift selection, so have a fresh look at the 
offerings.  Remember, there is no requirement to participate in 
this fundraiser, but many people do take advantage of the 
opportunity to get ready for the holidays.  All materials needed 
for the fundraiser will go home next week.  
 

Orders on the paper forms are due Thursday Sept. 30th, and the 
items will arrive the first week of November.  You may order 
through their website as well.  There will be instructions included 
in the materials. 
 

Volunteers are needed to help process orders. On Friday Oct. 
1st directly after drop off, a few people are needed to process 
orders, for about an hour and a half. Then again in the beginning 
of November, volunteers are needed for distributing the boxes 
to classrooms.  To volunteer, call Elizabeth Halperin (415) 586-
8265 ejhalperin@sbcglobal.net 
 

Art Cart Program Underway 
The Miraloma Arts Committee has created the Art Cart program 
to enrich the art making in our classrooms. Rolling carts will be 
filled with art supplies for specific projects. Teachers will be able 
to check them out and receive help on projects. Please donate 
what you can to the Art Cart donation box    located in the parent 
room. Suggested items: cardboard tubes, magazines, styrofoam 
peanuts, egg cartons, baby food jars, plastic containers w/ or 
w/o lids, cans, fabric, small boxes of any kind, and any collage 
or general art materials. Lisa Burnham for more info at (415) 
564-0548 or kidscreate@sbcglobal.net.  
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PTA Meeting Next Monday 
The first PTA (Parent-Teacher Association) meeting of the school 
year is held next Monday, Sept. 13th.  All parents, guardians, 
and teachers are welcome to attend. The PTA at Miraloma 
supports the Academic Plan set out by the School Site Council, 
by creating opportunities for community involvement and fund-
raising. Attending this meeting is a good way to find a place for 
yourself to become involved in your child’s education.   
 
Minutes of the May 2004 PTA meeting will be available at this 
meeting, as well as being posted in the hallway beforehand. 
Meeting agenda items will include introductions of board 
members and all attending parents and teachers. Fund-raising 
efforts will be described and the proposed budget will be 
presented and voted on for ratification. Committees and open 
board positions will be presented and there will be a call for 
volunteers. 
 
The meeting runs from 6:30 to 8 p.m., with food and 
conversation beforehand, at 6:15 p.m.  There will be a chance 
to join the PTA at the meeting. Joining is not necessary to attend 
meetings, only to vote on items raised for approval.  Meetings 
are held once a month.  See the Family Handbook for the 
complete list of this year’s dates. 
  

The Miraloma Family Handbook 
This week your child will bring home your family’s copy of the 
Miraloma Family Handbook.  Please take the time to read the 
information in the handbook, and to note down the important 
dates listed in the blue insert inside. 
 
This handbook is a valuable resource for all aspects of life at 
Miraloma.  The supplemental inserts will be issued each school 
year, with updated information on holidays, event, meetings 
dates, staff and parent/guardian directories.  But the handbook 
itself should be retained from year to year until a new one is 
issued.  Call the office if you did not receive a handbook  (415) 
469-4734. 
 
The handbook is a valuable tool for sharing information with 
prospective parents. In it you will find the dates of most 
important events, as well as the names and contact info of staff 
members and parent/guardian leaders in various areas.  
 
The cost of printing was paid for by both the school and the PTA. 
If your family has received more than one of the new handbook 
(identified by the four-square arrangement of students’ drawings 
on the cover and no date), please return the extra ones to the 
office, so that others can enjoy them. 
 
For families who speak Spanish or Cantonese, the handbook in 
translation will be distributed next week. 
 

講廣 家 , 

. 
 

El manual de escuela en español será distribuido la 
semana próxima. 

 

Submissions 
The next Miraloma Gazette Deadline is Thurs. Sept 16, 5pm. 
Next issue is Sept.22. All submissions welcome:  Place in box 
marked ‘Gazette’ in office, or call Amy O’Hair (415) 334-5154, 
or email miralomagazette@yahoo.com 

Chevy’s Night – Good Fun, Food, and Money for 
the School 
On Thursday Sept 2nd, Miraloma families gathered at the 
Stonestown Chevy’s restaurant for a special Chevy’s Night.  The 
restaurant donated 20% of our tabs that night to the school.  .  
About forty-five families participated. The next Chevy’s Night is 
Tuesday Feb. 8th.  

 

Chevy’s Night: kindergartener Kail Tagomori-Lai and family 
 

Chevy’s Night: Fourth grader Austin Earls and family 
 

 
Chevy’s Night: Second grader Jihad Muhammad and family 
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Old friends and new friends. 3rd graders (from L) Brianni 
Williams, Laura Muehlbauer, Lily Hinh, Emma Petrelli, Isabelle 
Scott, and 1st grader and little sister Olivia Scott all play 
together at recess on the first day of school. 
 
 

Parents’ Corner: Miraloma Mom Offers Art 
Classes for Kids 
Lisa Burnham, Miraloma Mother of 1st Grader Tristan is offering 
children's art classes after school M -TH: 2:45 - 4:15 & 4:30 - 
6:00 and Saturdays: 10 -11:30 & 12 - 1:30. Each 8 week 
session costs $250. Session 1, Clay Art, runs Sept. 13 - Nov. 2, 
and features coil, slab & handbuilding techniques, sculpture, 
figurines, tile relief carving. Session 2, Puppetry and Doll Craft, 
runs Nov. 8 - Dec. 17 and includes clay and paper-clay 
heads and designing your own costumes, clothes & characters. 
The Making Place    is located near West Portal in Parkside. 
Contact Lisa at (415) 564-0548 or kidscreate@sbcglobal.net.  
 

Contributors: Wandaline Perelli, Tanja Gubser, Lisa 
Burnham, Stasha Wyskiel, Katie Handelman, and Amy 
O’Hair.  Photos by Wandaline Perelli and Amy O’Hair. 

 
 
 
 
 

Fund-raising Programs  
Scrip programs are a steady, easy source of funds to support 
Miraloma’s programs.  Make sure you are connected to as many 
programs as appropriate for your family’s shopping habits. If you 
have questions about the programs, please call the PTA Vp of 
Fundraising, Ellie Rossiter, 641-5449. 
 
eScrip. eScrip. eScrip. eScrip. Register your Safeway Card and/or your credit cards 
online at www.eScrip.com. Then use these cards at participating 
stores. Miraloma receives 1 - 3% depending on merchant. Our 
number: #5109134 
 
SchoolPop.com.SchoolPop.com.SchoolPop.com.SchoolPop.com. Shop online through this portal program, and 
Miraloma gets various amounts. Go to www.schoolpop.com first 
before shopping. 
 
TargetTargetTargetTarget will give 1% of your purchases to Miraloma when you use 
their Visa card.  Go to www.Target.com to find out more. 
 
Good Life GroceryGood Life GroceryGood Life GroceryGood Life Grocery (Bernal Heights or Potrero Hill). You may buy 
scrip to use like cash for your purchases. 7.5% of what you 
spend goes to Miraloma. Contact Tanja Gubser at 
tgubser@aol.com or 415.643.3573 
 
Rainbow GroceryRainbow GroceryRainbow GroceryRainbow Grocery also offers a Scrip program. 10% of your 
purchases goes to Miraloma.  To purchase scrip, contact Amy 
O’Hair at amy@ohair-sherman.com or 415.334.5154.  
 
Albertson’s. Albertson’s. Albertson’s. Albertson’s. You can get an Albertson’s Community Partners 
Card. Remember to present it every time you shop. Earns 2% for 
Miraloma.  Call Moneka Urbanske (415) 585-3844, leave a 
clear message. 
 
General Foods BoxGeneral Foods BoxGeneral Foods BoxGeneral Foods Box----TopsTopsTopsTops and send them to school with your child 
– there are collection boxes in classrooms and the office. You 
can also earn money for Miraloma by shopping online through 
their site: www.boxtops4education.com. Visit site for a list of 
foods. (Organic shoppers, Cascadian Farms foods now carry 
BoxTops.) 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  Wednesday  Sept 8 Thursday Sept 9 Friday Sept 10 Sat Sept 11 

  Ice Cream Social & Karaoke, 
Café 7-8pm 

 K-2 Sing Along  

Monday Sept 13 Tuesday Sept 14 Wednesday Sept 15 Thursday Sept 16 Friday Sept 17 Sat Sept 18 

PTA Meeting 6:30 PM  
in Library  (6:15 food 

and conversation) 

 Gift Wrap Fund-raiser begins Gazette Deadline 5pm 
 

K-2 Sing Along 
 

 

Monday Sept 20 Tuesday Sept 21 Wednesday Sept 22 Thursday Sept 23 Friday Sept 24 Sat Sept 25 

School Site Council 
(SSC) Meeting 6:30 PM 

Library 

 Next Gazette issue  Parent Principal Chat 
8:15-9AM Parent Room 

 

 

Monday Sept 27 Tuesday Sept 28 Wednesday Sept 29 Thursday Sept 30 Friday Oct 1 Sat Oct 2 

English Language 
Advisory Committee 

(ELAC) meeting 
6:30 – 7:30pm San 

Miguel 

 BACK-TO-SCHOOL NIGHT 
7 to 8pm, Auditorium 

Gift Wrap Fundraiser ends – 
orders due in Wed Env. 

School Advisory Committee 
(SAC) meeting 5:15-6pm, 

Library 

Scholastic Book Fair 
Begins 

Family School 
Clean-Up Day 

9am-1pm 


