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This Issue’s Featured Volunteer  
Interview by Leslie Kirk Campbell 

Name:Name:Name:Name: Heidi Edwards 

Children at Miraloma:Children at Miraloma:Children at Miraloma:Children at Miraloma: Rachel 
Edwards, 3rd grade, and Drew 
Edwards, 1st grade 

Years asYears asYears asYears as a Miraloma Family: a Miraloma Family: a Miraloma Family: a Miraloma Family: 4 

Her favorite thing about Her favorite thing about Her favorite thing about Her favorite thing about 
Miraloma:Miraloma:Miraloma:Miraloma: It’s a very welcoming 
environment. From the first time I 
came here, Ms. Parrott has 
always welcomed parents being 
part of the educational process. I 
love the community! It feels good! 

How she volunteHow she volunteHow she volunteHow she volunteers at Miraloma:ers at Miraloma:ers at Miraloma:ers at Miraloma: 
The very first day I volunteered in 

Rachel’s kindergarten class was September 11, 2001. Being 
able to volunteer helped me from feeling the raw tragedy that 
day. It helped my husband, Page and I a lot to have this brand 
new community at that time. Since then, I have volunteered in 
the classroom, on field trips, been president of the School 
Community Group for a year and of the new PTA for a year. I’ve 
run games for the Spring Festival, baked cookies, sat on Parent 
Involvement Committees, and got my hands dirty at every Clean-
Up Day, together with my husband. I’ve been a parent rep for 
District School Fairs, delivered grants, and solicited prizes for 
raffles. This year I hope to help strengthen Parent Education at 
Miraloma. 

The impact volunteeThe impact volunteeThe impact volunteeThe impact volunteering has on her children:ring has on her children:ring has on her children:ring has on her children: They have seen 
through my actions that education is important. By being there 
for them and other kids, I hope to be a good role model and set 
an example for them of good citizenship. 

Advice:Advice:Advice:Advice: Be sure to find a sense of balance for you and your kids 
when you get involved. Don’t overdo it! 

Other Interests:Other Interests:Other Interests:Other Interests: Reading is like gold, traveling, discovering my 
own creative energy, e.g. carving and decorating gourds. 

Family School Clean-Up Day is Next Week 
Put it on your calendars – Saturday, October 2nd, 9am to 1pm. 
Parents and older kids tackle the grounds and school, and fulfill 
the requests of teachers as to classroom chores, while younger 
kids go to Sandy Park with parent volunteer supervision. PTA 
provides breakfast foods and coffee. To participate, just show 
up. You may also bring a healthy breakfast food to share. 

2004 年 10 月 2 日星期六   學校清掃 

歡迎所有家屬來幫忙! 幫忙使學校成為一乾淨場

所 – 教室, 操場, 庭院. 早上 9 時至下午 1 時.  

La Limpieza general De la Escuela  
-- la semana próxima – Sábado, 2 de Octubre, ¡Todas las 
familias estan invitadas a ayudar! Ayudemos todos a hacer de 
nuestra escuela un lugar limpio y bello, por dentro y por fuera. 
Salones de clase, el patio de juego, los pasillos. De 9 a 1pm 
sábado 2 de octubre 2004. 

School Site Council (SSC) News 
The School Site Council is the primary decision-making body at 
our school. Elected representatives from the school staff, 
parents, and the community guide the school’s academic 
planning process to ensure that the needs of all students are 
addressed in the school’s Academic Plan.  The SSC is currently 
soliciting nominations for their bi-annual election. 

What positWhat positWhat positWhat positions are up for election? ions are up for election? ions are up for election? ions are up for election? All of the SSC voting 
membership positions are up for election, with the exception of 
the Principal, who is always a voting member of the SSC. The 
term is for two years. The positions are: 

Parents:   (5) voting members and (5) alternates 

Teachers:  (3) voting members and up to (3) alternates 

Staff:   (1) voting member and (1) alternate 

What is the nomination process? What is the nomination process? What is the nomination process? What is the nomination process? To nominate yourself or 
someone else, contact one of the following: Louise Whitlock, 
SSC Chair, (415) 585-8844, jefkal@jeffkaliss.com, or Marcia 
Parrott, Principal, (415) 469-4734, mparrot@muse.sfusd.edu 

What is the timeline?What is the timeline?What is the timeline?What is the timeline?    

▪Friday, October 1, is the deadline for soliciting nominations. 

▪Wednesday, October 6, ballots will be distributed in the 
Wednesday Envelope. 

▪Thursday, October 14, is the deadline for voting. Return ballots 
either in the Wednesday Envelope or directly to the school office. 

▪Results will be announced at the October 18 School Site 
Council meeting and then published in the Miraloma Gazette. 

Teachers and Staff to be Featured in Gazette 
In future, the Gazette will be profiling teachers and staff 
members. We hope to cover all thirty-plus people who work in 
the school administration over the course of two school years.  
Following the Tribes’ notion of teamwork, we will include all 
those who make Miraloma run smoothly, from teachers to cafe 
workers to custodians to our principal. Brief interviews and 
photos will help families come to know our whole Miraloma 
community. Look for this feature soon!  

Back-to-School Night is Next Wednesday 
Don’t miss this schoolwide event! It is a chance to hear from 
all the teachers and staff members, visit your child’s 
classroom, talk with his or her teacher, and meet other 
families. Wednesday, Sept 29th, 7 – 8pm in the auditorium. 

校  
過 校 ! 

 教 , 您 教 , 她

, 見 家 . 

, 9 29 , 晚 間 7 - 8 . 

La Noche de la volver-a-escuela  
– el miércoles próximo – Tenga noticias de maestros y 
miemebros del personal, visíte el aula mientras su nino lo por 
aqui orgullosamente, hable con el maestro, y familiarícese 
con otras familias. ¡No extrane este evento para la escuela 
entera! El miércoles, 29 de septiembre. 7 - 8 P.M. en el 
auditorio. 
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Getting Involved with Fundraising at Miraloma  
By Ellie Rossiter, VP Fundraising, Miraloma School PTA 

Thank you all for coming out to our first fundraising event 
Chevy’s Night on Sept 2nd. It was a great success, and 
Wandaline's pictures are posted outside the office. Stop by and 
take a look - we all had a great time. We raised $411.47, 
exceeding our goal of $350.00! 

Miraloma School is enriched with educational programs like the 
San Francisco Arts Education Program, a poet in residence, 
gardening, computers, and more -- all provided by the 
fundraising efforts of parents, teachers and community 
members. I'm proud of our families and the impact they have 
made on curriculum at Miraloma by raising money to fund 
important programs like these. Throughout the year the PTA 
sponsors a variety of fundraising events to get everyone 
involved.  

   ▪Dinners at Chevy’s ▪The Annual Giving Campaign 

   ▪Gift Wrap Sale ▪Rummage Sale ▪Bake Sales 

   ▪Read-a-thon  ▪See’s Candy Sale  ▪Grant Writing 

   ▪Spring Festival Auction and Raffle  ▪Scrip Programs 

My goal is to find a balance – raising enough money to fund 
important educational enrichment programs and involving our 
diverse school community, while still respecting the limitations 
of our busy  families. Events like the Rummage Sale and the 
Spring Festival require large groups of parents to work hard, but 
they build strong community bonds inside and outside the 
school. Programs like the gift wrap sale and See's candy sales 
allow us to raise money individually and to reach out to family, 
friends, co-workers and neighbors, while the Read-a-thon 
promotes literacy and encourages parents to get involved 
directly in their children's education.  

This week we begin our Annual Giving campaign, which funds 
the San Francisco Arts Education Program - a 14-week program 
of music, theater, singing and dancing. See the article just below 
about this fundraiser. In the meantime, put aside all your 
unwanted stuff - our second Annual Rummage Sale is Saturday, 
November 6.  

Whether you enjoy writing, reading, baking, building, or shopping, 
there is a fundraiser here at Miraloma for you!  

The Annual Giving Campaign Has Begun 
The Miraloma School PTA has kicked off its annual giving 
campaign, its biggest fund-raiser of the year. Once again we are 
soliciting Miraloma families, friends, and community supporters 
to make a financial contribution to help us pay for our San 
Francisco Arts Education Project performing arts curriculum. 
Letters soliciting donations were sent to Miraloma families in 
the US Mail last week. Translated letters—Spanish and 
Cantonese—were also sent home in the Wednesday Envelope. 

One of the ways that we can increase the success of this fund-
raising drive is to encourage community members to make a 
donation. If you know someone—a grandparent or an uncle; a 
neighbor, local shopkeeper, or realtor; a doctor or dentist—
anyone who might make a financial contribution to our 
performing arts program, please send that person a letter. Extra 
letters, complete with reply cards and return envelopes, are 
available in the school office.  

In addition, many companies match the charitable donations of 
their employees in whole or in part. Check with your employer’s 
benefits department to find out. 

Last year, our giving campaign raised $10,000. This year, we 
hope to raise even more. This is the primary fund-raiser for our 
arts program. Please send your donations in the addressed 
return envelope or return it with your child’s Wednesday 
Envelope. Every gift counts; no donation is too small. Thank you. 

Principal’s Corner 
Our Back-to-School night will be held on Wednesday, 
September 29th, 7- 8pm. We will begin staff introductions in 
the auditorium, then continue to the classrooms. 

Teachers are excited about the opportunity to speak with 
parents and guardians about their programs and plans for 
the year.  They especially want to share ideas on how you can 
participate to help enrich your child’s experiences. 

In order to have that quality time with the parents and 
guardians, we are planning to have the K-3rd graders play in 
the yard and gym. Refreshments and quiet activities will be 
provided for them in the café.  Fourth and fifth graders are 
invited to join their parents and guardians in the classroom 
presentations. 

We are hoping this evening will give you time to hear about 
the program, as well as meet other parents and guardians 
doing the most important job in the whole world – RAISING 
WONDERFUL CHILDREN! 

Marcia Parrott, Principal 
 

Sally Foster Gift Wrap PTA Fundraiser  
You should have received your Sally Foster gift wrap catalog in 
the Wednesday Envelope last week (9/15).  We are aiming to 
raise over $3500, and hope that everyone can help us reach the 
goal. This annual fundraiser returns 50% of sales straight back 
to Miraloma. The holidays are around the corner - everyone is 
going to need wrapping paper! So show your catalog to friends, 
neighbors, co-workers and family. Items can also be purchased 
on-line -- a great way to involve out-of-town relatives.  And don't 
forget yourself.  

If you have questions please contact: Elizabeth Halperin at 586-
8265 or ejhalperin@sbcglobal.net or Ellie Rossiter at 641-5449 
or elcatering@aol.com Proceeds from this event will help 
support the myriad of school programs that the PTA sponsors -- 
which would not be possible without your help. Thank you! 

Volunteer Opportunities 
Wednesday Envelope StuffersWednesday Envelope StuffersWednesday Envelope StuffersWednesday Envelope Stuffers    Every Wednesday directly 

after drop-off, parents gather in the library to do an important 
service for the students and families of Miraloma – they collate 
and staple together all the outgoing Wednesday Envelope flyers, 
letters, and other items. This chore used to be done by teachers, 
but now parent volunteers do the task, freeing teachers to do 
their work. It takes just an hour, usually – if you can spare less 
time than that, you are still welcome to help. Meet other parents 
-- the conversation is good, too! No need to call – just show up.  

Computer LabComputer LabComputer LabComputer Lab        If you have the ability to browse a website, you 

could be great help to a class utilizing the Computer Lab. Every 
classroom visits the Lab at least once a week, and helpers are 
needed. Expertise in computers is not necessary! Contact the 
Computer Lab Coordinator Patsy Taoyama, 585-0604 or 
patsyjo@mac.com . 

School Advisory Committee (SAC) Meeting      
The School Advisory Council advises the principal and the 
School Site Council on how to address the needs of Title I 
students. The elected representatives are staff and parents of 
Title I students.  The first meeting of the year is Thursday, Sept. 
30, 5:15-6:00 p.m., in the parent room, next to the library. 

Miraloma Family Handbook 
Handbooks went out to families two weeks ago in English and 
one week ago in Cantonese and Spanish. It is a small blue 
booklet. If your family still has not received one, please call the 
office, and one will be sent home: (415) 469-4734. 
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Ice Cream Social was Delicious Fun 
On Wednesday, September 8th, about three hundred students, 
family members, teachers, and our principal Ms. Parrott all 
turned out for a fun hour of ice cream with dozens of toppings, 
conversation, and karaoke fun. 

Lots of parents helped, and here are some of the names of 
those who set up, scooped, and cleaned: Dan Genolio, Lance 
Tagamori, John Scott, Fred Dick, Brian Garcia, Linda Rodriguez, 
Katie Handelman, Sara Vellve, Rick Pohl, Amy O’Hair, Liz Genolio, 
James Jones, and Mary Kecskemeti. Kelly McCord and Laurrie 
Petrelli got the ice cream. Karaoke was run by Patsy Taoyama, 
MC’ed by Jeff Kaliss, with Diane Carpio filling out the playlist 
with lots of CDs. (Photos, top to bottom: Jessica (2nd) and Sarah 
Collins (K) and their mother; Karisa Coleman (3rd) with mother 
and grandmother, Adrienne Long (K) and parents; Natalie (3rd) 
and Nicholas (K) Kaliss performing; the spread of toppings.) 

 

 

 

  

Students’ Corner 
My Best FriendMy Best FriendMy Best FriendMy Best Friend  

by Alvianne Bautista, 2nd grade, Ms. Shivers’ class 

My best 
friend is 
Veronica.  

We play 
together at 
recess.  

Some day we 
might have a 
sleepover.  

We are good 
friends. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

Slimy LloydSlimy LloydSlimy LloydSlimy Lloyd from Outer Space from Outer Space from Outer Space from Outer Space    

A collaborative story by the students of Room 10 (Ms Kirman), 
working with 826 Valencia 

Once there was an aging alien biker named Lloyd. He 
loved riding his bike around scaring people with his 
forked tongue and slimy skin. Although sometimes his 
giant feet and twisted toes made it hard to ride his bike. 

Lloyd, as you might guess, wasn’t scared of much but he 
was scared of dogs. He lived in an alien playground on 
Mars with his grumpy Grandpa Rick and his alien friend 
Zimmer who had yellow hands, orange shoes, and purple 
bumps all over his body. 

His friends were romping and teleporting around the slimy 
playground. Just then, Lloyd’s long lost pet, the chicken-
headed Henkel-Fenkle, showed up acting crazy and 
breaking the playground equipment while pecking 
everyone it ran into. 

Running for his life, grumpy Grandpa Rick screamed, 
“Run for your life! It’s the mutated Henkel-Fenkle!” 
Zimmer responded with, ”Look out, Joe’s back from 
KinkoKinko Town and he’s hungry for battery acid!” Lloyd, 
never one to panic, knew where to get the fuel his trusty 
old pet needed. “We’ll just zip off to SpacePetCo,” he said. 
Zimmer added, “I know my hovercraft can easily carry up 
to 200 pounds of battery acid.” 

So they climbed into the titanium-plated craft and 
hovered off to the store. But then…. [You’ll need to ask a 
Room 10 student how s/he ended the story!] 

826 Valencia conducts student writing workshops. See 826valencia.org. 

Room 10 visited this workshop on September 15th. 

English Language Advisory Committee (ELAC) 
Meeting Next Week 
This group advises the principal and the School Site Council on 
issues relating to the needs of English language (EL) students. 
The first meeting of the year is Monday, September 27, 6:30 to 
7:30 p.m., at San Miguel Child Development Center (300 
Seneca, near Geneva and San Jose). 

Sesione del Comité Consejero para Estudiantes 
Aprendiendo Inglés (ELAC)  
Este grupo recomienda a la directora y a los miembros del 
comité directivo en la forma en que se deben de responder las 
necesidades de los estudiantes que están aprendiendo inglés, 
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para que se especifique en el Plan Académico. Los 
representantes de dicho comité son padres de familia, 
estudiantes, personal y miembros de la comunidad. Lunes, 27 
de septiembre, de las 6:30 a las 7:30 PM en la Guardería San 
Miguel. 

學習英語學生委員會（ELAC）會議 

這小組向校長及學校決策委員會提供意見，解決校務計

劃中學習英語學生的問題。 

下午 6 時 30 分至 7 時 30 分，在 San Miguel 兒童培育

中心舉行 逢星期一   9 月 27 日 

Parents Arts Committee Meeting Planned        
The Miraloma Parents Arts Committee (PAC) will hold its first 
meeting of the school year at 10 am on Saturday, Sept. 25 at 
PAC member Lisa Burnham’s house, 2422 16th Ave/Taraval. All 
interested parents and teachers are invited, and children are 
welcome. The Committee will discuss past and planned 
accomplishments and new projects. Questions? Contact Acting 
Chair Jeff Kaliss at jefkal@jeffkaliss.com or (415) 585-8844.  

MEEP Offering Classes in Cantonese 
MEEP (Miraloma Educational Enrichment Program) after-school 
program is sponsoring a pilot Cantonese language program at 
Miraloma in Fall 2004. Class size is 6-10 students per teacher 
and will be held from 2 - 4pm on Tues and Fri. Tuition is $600 
per school year for non-MEEP students, $200 for MEEP 
students. For questions regarding MEEP, call Armen Dilanchian 
at (415) 584-7080. For questions regarding the Cantonese 
program, call Irene Chan-Jones (parent) at (415) 585-9424. 

MEEP 課 廣 課 為 ﹐

2004 季 開 ﹒ 間：

﹒ ： $600﹐可

款； 果 加MEEP課 ﹐ 可 可

觀 加 ；  $200 ﹒ 關

﹐ 家  Irene Chan 585-9424 
 

Fall Scholastic Book Fair Opens October 1st 
Miraloma will host its fall Scholastic Book Fair with the theme 
“Read, White, and Blue!” will run from October 1-13 in the 
library. This popular event will feature specially priced books and 
educational products, newly released and award-winning titles, 
children’s classics, Spanish books, pre-K books, software and 
current bestsellers.  

The Fair will be open each day before and after school, as well 
as the evening during Family Tribes Night on Oct 13th. Miraloma 
receives 60% of the Book Fair sales go towards books for 
students, the classroom libraries, and the library.  

Emergency Preparedness for Families 
September is National Preparedness Month. In the last issue of 
the Gazette, there was an article about Miraloma and 
emergency preparedness. In this issue, Stasha Wyskiel, SFUSD 
Director of Emergency Planning, offers some tips for families. 
Remember to turn in your emergency contact information to the 
school office. If you need another form, call the office (415) 
469-4734. 

Some preparedness and safety tips for familiesSome preparedness and safety tips for familiesSome preparedness and safety tips for familiesSome preparedness and safety tips for families    

▪Be prepared at home. You should be prepared to be self-
sufficient for 3-5 days after a major emergency. 

▪Establish a plan for your family about meeting places in the 
event of an emergency. 

▪Take what training you can to for your own preparedness.  

▪At school, always have your family Emergency Contact 
information accurate and current. 

▪Always sign in and out at the school’s Main Office - this is for 
your own safety as well. 

▪Drive safely! Parents and Guardians can become a hazard 
themselves if they do not drive safety when picking up or 
dropping off their children. 

▪Visit www.prepare.org for more preparedness information. 

, : 
www.prepare.org. 
Visite la página  www.prepare.org para información en español 
acerca de preparación para emergencias. 

 

Parents’ Corner 
►Lovey Wilson, mother of Jayshawn Anderson, 5th grader, is 
looking for other students who live in the area of 19th and 
Holloway/State University/Stonestown, in order to help initiate 
SFUSD school bus service from that area. This area includes the 
zip code 94132. Call Lovey Wilson (415) 867-8577. 

►Carolyn Burnett, mother of Liam in K2, would like the 
Miraloma community to know that her older son, Elliot Leon, 16, 
is offering babysitting services for kids 5 and up. Call 826-0931.    
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

Submissions:Submissions:Submissions:Submissions:The next Miraloma Gazette deadline is Thurs. 
Sept .30, 5pm. Next issue is Oct 6. All submissions welcome: 
Place in envelope marked ‘Gazette’ hanging in office, or call Amy 
O’Hair (415) 334-5154, or email miralomagazette@yahoo.com  

Contributors this issue:Contributors this issue:Contributors this issue:Contributors this issue: Leslie Kirk Campbell, Wandaline Perelli, 
Irene Chan-Jones, Marcia Parrott, Louise Whitlock, Ellie Rossiter, 
Anita Dennis, Amy O’Hair, Jeff Kaliss, Room 10 (Ms Kirman) and 
Alvianne Bautista.  Photos: Wandaline Perelli and Amy O’Hair. 

 

  Wednesday  Sept 22 Thursday Sept 23 Friday Sept 24 Sat Sept 25 

    K-2 Sing Along 
Parent Principal Chat 
8:15-9am Parent Room 

 

Monday Sept 27 Tues Sept 28 Wednesday Sept 29 Thursday Sept 30 Friday Oct 1 Sat Oct 2 

English Language 
Advisory Committee 

(ELAC) Meeting 
6:30-7:30pm San 

Miguel 

 BACK-TO-SCHOOL NIGHT 
7 - 8pm, Auditorium 

Gazette Deadline 5pm 

Gift Wrap Fundraiser ends  
orders due in Wed Env. 

School Advisory Committee 
meeting 5:15-6pm, Library 

K-2 Sing Along 
Scholastic Book Fair 

Begins 

Family School 
Clean-Up Day 

9am-1pm 

Monday Oct 4 Tues Oct 5 Wednesday Oct 6 Thursday Oct 7 Friday Oct 8 Sat Oct 9 

PTA Meeting 6:30-8pm  
in Library (6:15 food and 

conversation) 

 Next Gazette issue   
 

 


