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Family Tribes Night is Wednesday, Oct. 13 
Light Dinner at 5:30 pm in the cafeteria, followed by a Tribes 

program presentation at 6 pm.  Then there will be Tribes activities, 

6:30–8 pm, in classrooms. Free food, fun, and games for the 

whole family! 

What is the TRIBES program?What is the TRIBES program?What is the TRIBES program?What is the TRIBES program?    

Miraloma participates in Tribes, a program that establishes a 

caring environment for cooperative learning and a structure for 

positive interaction. The Tribes community agreements 

include: attentive listening, appreciation (no put-downs), the right 

to pass, and mutual respect. Tribes improves school-wide 

discipline, school pride, teamwork, achievement, self-expression, 

and self-esteem. Learn more on Tribes Night! 

The Scholastic Book Fair will be open for business that night – get 

good books at good prices and help our school get additional 

books for the classrooms. The Book Fair is open until 8:30 pm in 

the library. 

Noche de Tribes (tribus) de familia 
El miércoles, el 13 de Octubre de 2004 

Una cena ligera a las 5:30 p.m. en la cafetería 

Presentación del programa Tribes a las 6 p.m. 

Actividades de Tribes 6:30 – 8 p.m. en las aulas  

¡Alimento gratis, diversión, y juegos para la familia entera! 

¿Qué es el programa Tribes (tribus)? ¿Qué es el programa Tribes (tribus)? ¿Qué es el programa Tribes (tribus)? ¿Qué es el programa Tribes (tribus)?     

La escuela Miraloma toma parte en Tribes, un programa que 

establece un ambiente nutritivo  para la enseñanza cooperativa y 

una estructura para la interacción positiva.  Los acuerdos de la 

comunidad Tribes incluyen: escuchar con atención, apreciar a los 

demás (no se desprecia), el derecho de pasar, y el respeto mutuo.  

El programa Tribes mejora la disciplina en la escuela entera, el 

orgullo escolar, el espíritu de equipo, los logros, la expresión 

personal y el amor propio.  

La Feria de los Libros Escolástico estará abierta para vender 

libros esa noche – obtenga los libros buenos a precios buenos y 

ayude a nuestra escuela obtener libros adicionales para las aulas. 

La Feria de los Libros estará abierta hasta 8:30 p.m. en la 

biblioteca. 

家 ( ) 家 群  
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Featured Staff Member 
Interview by Amy O’Hair 
Note: staff members and teachers will be interviewed in roughly 
alphabetical order over the next two school years. 

Name:Name:Name:Name: Martha Bella 

Years at MiralomaYears at MiralomaYears at MiralomaYears at Miraloma: 28+, including 3 as a parent volunteer in the 

1970s. [She is the most senior employee currently.] 

What she does:What she does:What she does:What she does:  My title is 

Resource Specialist 

Paraprofessional, which 

means that children who’ve 

been identified by testing as 

needing tutoring come to me 

in Room 5, two at a time, and 

I work with them on the skills 

they need help on.  This could 

be reading, writing, or math, 

whatever is needed.  

I use many of the same 

materials that the classroom 

teachers do. I also use art and 

craft projects and games to 

make it interesting and fun for 

them and to relieve the 

tension of having to come 

here. They get the idea that learning is fun!  In addition, all the 

games we use are educational, focusing on skills that the student 

needs help on. 

I also serve breakfast for one hour each morning, an extra bit of 

work I took on over twenty years ago and am still doing. My third 

duty here is keeping the student nutrition list, the breakfast and 

lunch forms, and processing the applications for the free and 

reduced lunch program. 

What she enjoys about Miraloma:What she enjoys about Miraloma:What she enjoys about Miraloma:What she enjoys about Miraloma: Working with the children.  I get 

along well with them and like to see the progress they’re making. 

A special memory from her own student days: A special memory from her own student days: A special memory from her own student days: A special memory from her own student days: I remember Miss 

Lombardi at Aptos Middle School.  She was insightful about 

political issues – it really woke me up! 

Other interests:Other interests:Other interests:Other interests: Jewelry craft and lapidary.  I enjoy making my own 

jewelry. 

Next Monday, October 11, is Columbus Day/ Next Monday, October 11, is Columbus Day/ Next Monday, October 11, is Columbus Day/ Next Monday, October 11, is Columbus Day/ 
Indigenous Peoples’ Day Indigenous Peoples’ Day Indigenous Peoples’ Day Indigenous Peoples’ Day –––– NO S NO S NO S NO SCHOOL.CHOOL.CHOOL.CHOOL.    

10 11 ， 哥 ╱  

Lunes, 11 de octubre, es Día a Cristóbal Colon/Día 

de los Indígenas – No hay escuela que día. 
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Invite Someone You Know to Give to Miraloma 
The Miraloma School PTA's Annual Giving Campaign is well 

underway. By now you should have received a letter in the mail 

requesting a financial gift to support our performing arts 

curriculum. Please send in your gift in the addressed return 

envelope that you received in the mail, or return it with your child’s 

Wednesday envelope. 

One of the best ways to increase the success of this fund-raising 

drive is for Miraloma families and staff to ask others in the 

community to also make a donation. If you know someone—a 

grandparent, a neighbor, local realtor, or anyone else who might 

make a financial gift to Miraloma, please send them a letter.  

Extra solicitation letters are available now in the school office. All 

you need to do is address the envelope, add postage, and drop 

the letter in the mail. Please pick up a few and mail them to a 

supporter you know. Remember, every gift counts; no donation is 

too small. Thank you for your generosity. 

San Francisco Arts Education Project                      
by Tanja Gubser, Parent Art Committee 
For the second year, San Francisco Arts Education is bringing 

talented professional artists to Miraloma Elementary School for 

residencies in Rhythms, Dance, and Musical Theater.   

This year, students are deepening their exploration in these areas, 

with extended 14-week residencies. Second and third graders 

have already begun dance with Michael Koob, and Kindergarten 

will start in January. First grade will start their rhythms classes this 

month with Mozel Zeke Nealy.  

Fourth and fifth grades will delve into musical theater come the 

new year. This program is funded in part by the Miraloma School 

PTA, with all proceeds from the Annual Giving Campaign going 

toward this worthy program. Thank you SF Arts Ed and PTA!! 

Notes from the Parent Arts Committee                    
by Jeff Kaliss, Parent Art Committee 
The Parent Arts Committee (PAC) held their first meeting of the 

year on Sept 25, hosted by committee member Lisa Burnham, 

with acting chair Jeff Kaliss presiding. Jeff reported back to the 

committee on a meeting earlier in the week with the Teachers’ 

Arts Committee (TAC) members Kelley Lehman and Becca Freitag, 

principal Marcia Parrott, PTA president Tanja Gubser, and Camille 

Salmon of the San Francisco Arts Education Project (SFAEP), 

which is continuing its funded arts activities at Miraloma this year. 

The TAC members also had discussed their hopes and needs 

concerning the Art Carts. The PAC concurred in the need for 

clarification of the SFAEP's schedule of activities, which will 

continue to include rhythm/dance and will expand into music. PAC 

members will confer with teachers about the Art Carts, and will 

make this schedule available to parents. Interested in this 

committee or have questions? Contact Jeff Kaliss at 

jefkal@jeffkaliss.com or 585-8844. 

PTA Update 
The Miraloma School PTA held its general meeting this last 

Monday, October 4.  Minutes will be posted on the hallway bulletin 

board and on the email list soon. (See page 4 for email list info.)  

This is a brief summary of the previous meeting, September 13: 

There were introductions of this year’s board members, as well as 

a circle of introductions from all the parents, guardians, and 

teachers present.  The budget was presented, discussed, and 

approved, including discussion of the expanded scope of the 

playstructure and grounds committee.  The two open board 

positions were presented (Historian and Auditor). Committees and 

volunteer opportunities were put forward by the leaders in each of 

the various areas. Volunteers heading up other programs, such as 

the Annual Giving Campaign and scrip, offered brief descriptions. 

One of the teachers present thanked the PTA for supporting the 

yoga program for teachers. 

The next meeting is Monday, November 8, 6:30 – 8 p.m., with 

conversation and food at 6:15 p.m.  Childcare and pizza provided 

for kids, snacks for adults.  The position of Historian still remains 

open. If you have an interest in these positions or questions, 

please call President Tanja Gubser, 643-3573 tgubser@aol.com. 

Family School Clean-Up Day  
by Paul Korntheuer 
Last Saturday, October 2, lots of families turned out to help clean 

up the school and grounds.  On the outside of the school, the 

Butterfly garden was weeded, the "mud-pie box" in the lower play 

yard was cleaned and fresh dirt added, bushes on Myra were 

trimmed, the educational garden beds (outside Rm 103) were 

moved closer to a water source, and other garden beds in that 

area were turned and amended. 

And that's just the outside of the building. As I wandered through 

the inside, I could hear power tools going, hammers pounding, I 

saw people 

on ladders 

cleaning 

windows.   

We'd love to 

see more 

new faces at 

the next 

Clean-Up Day, 

on Saturday, 

December 

4th, from 

9am- 1pm. 

Childcare is 

provided at 

Sandy Park. 

           
Mike Bodrov tackles windows (above left); Bill Razsvaliaeff dishes 
dirt (right);  and Bill Jones hauls leaves (below).  

 

$4,700

$6,800

Our Goal is
$11,500

Annual Giving to Support San Francisco Arts 
Education Project at Miraloma, 2004-05          

Amount Still Needed 

As of 10/1/04
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Students’ Corner 
__________________________________________________________ 

I’m FromI’m FromI’m FromI’m From    
a poem by Waynisha Lewis, 4th grade (Ms Campbell) 

I’m from Aunti’s famous cakes, 

Dad’s tasty crab, G.G.’s spaghetti 

and Mom’s BBQ. 

I’m from my big soft bed, my 

cousin’s room full of toys, and my 

garage where you can see the pipes. 

I’m from “Clean the kitchen” “I love you” 

and “You look so cute”. 

I’m from leaves in the kitchen, ants when it’s raining and 

little baby things 

I’m from singing, laughter, guitar music 

and love. 

_________________________________________________________ 

A CatA CatA CatA Cat    
a drawing by Alyssa He, 1st grade  (Mr Marples) 

 
A cat 
In a hat 
Chased a rat 
off the mat. 
(Cat, hat, rat) 

    

 

 
 

 

_______________________________________ 

Volunteer Opportunities 
LibraryLibraryLibraryLibrary  Our school library is run completely by parent and 
guardian volunteers! If you can show up at regular time each week, 

you could be the beloved storyteller for a classroom. Other help is 

also needed, such as shelving books and helping older students 

with research. Times are flexible – whenever you can help! Stop by 

the library during school hours, or call Catherine Sparacino (415) 

664-5214, or talk to your child’s teacher.  

Yard DutyYard DutyYard DutyYard Duty        Students playing in the schoolyards during morning 
recess (9:10 – 10am) and lunch recess (11:30am – 12:30pm) 

benefit from the presence of additional adult volunteers – 

especially those who can lead fun activities. Contact Marcia 

Parrott, principal, (415) 469-4734 or the volunteer Coordinator 

Katie Handelman (415) 920-9593 or poppy3@jps.net. 

Mousepads NeededMousepads NeededMousepads NeededMousepads Needed   Drop your unused or gently used 
computer mousepads by the computer lab (room 108), or send 

them to school with your child.  The ones in the computer lab are 

badly worn.  Thank you! 

Volunteer Workshop to be held Friday Oct.15 
New to volunteering? Or would like to learn more about how to 

effectively help your child’s teacher in class? SF School Volunteers 

will conduct a  " Volunteers Orientation Workshop" at Miraloma on 

Friday, October 15, at 9:00am in Rm109 (MEEP) after Sing-Along 
 

Featured Volunteer  
Interview by LindaKay Brown 

Name:Name:Name:Name: Cathy Yee 

Children at Miraloma:Children at Miraloma:Children at Miraloma:Children at Miraloma: Alyson, 3rd grade 

Years as a Miraloma Family:Years as a Miraloma Family:Years as a Miraloma Family:Years as a Miraloma Family: 4 years and counting. Deanna (3 

year-old sibling) starts in 2 years so I expect to be at Miraloma for 

11 years! 

Favorite thing about Miraloma: Favorite thing about Miraloma: Favorite thing about Miraloma: Favorite thing about Miraloma: The 

teachers. I marvel at their dedication 

to their students. I know that they 

spend extra hours on their own to 

prepare for class and Alyson has 

greatly benefited from this. We have a 

wonderful staff and I look forward to 

sending Deanna to their classes in the 

future. 

How she volunteers at Miraloma:How she volunteers at Miraloma:How she volunteers at Miraloma:How she volunteers at Miraloma: My 

main priority is in Alyson's classroom. I 

have helped out in the classroom, 

escorted field trips, provided 

administrative support in the class as 

well as at home and assisted in the computer lab. I also volunteer 

Wednesday mornings with the Wednesday Envelope crew. I have 

also helped out at the various social events like the Spring festival, 

Reading Night, and Teacher Appreciation Luncheon. 

The best part about volunteering:The best part about volunteering:The best part about volunteering:The best part about volunteering: I love to volunteer in the 

classroom because I enjoy spending the extra time with Alyson. It 

allows me to see what is going on in her world at school. I learn 

about what she is learning, her friends, the dynamics of the 

classroom, and get to know her teacher on a more personal basis. 

Being in the classroom has allowed my relationship with Alyson to 

grow – when I ask her questions about her day I can understand 

better.  

I also like to volunteer on Wednesday mornings because it gives 

me a chance to give back to the whole school. There is such a 

great group of parents who help out together. It is fun to meet 

them and socialize a bit! 

The impact volunteering has on her children:The impact volunteering has on her children:The impact volunteering has on her children:The impact volunteering has on her children: Alyson loves it when I 

am in the class. I think that she is proud that her mom is there 

and that I am able to be there for the other kids in her class. 

Advice:Advice:Advice:Advice: I always tell any new parent that I meet, to volunteer  --  

especially in the classroom. It benefits that child, the teacher, and 

you. 

Other interests:Other interests:Other interests:Other interests: As a family, we enjoy traveling or doing things 

together. I also like to make my own greeting cards. 

To learn how you can volunteer at Miraloma, contact Volunteer 

Coordinator Katie Handelman at 920-9593 or poppy3@jps.net. 

School Site Council (SSC) Meeting Mon., Oct. 18 
In the library, 6:30-8 p.m. This is the primary decision-making body 

at our school. Elected representatives from the school staff, 

parents, and the community guide the school’s academic planning 

process to ensure that the needs of all students are addressed in 

the school’s Academic Plan.  On the agenda is the outcome of the 

School Site Council bi-annual election of new members. 

校決 （SSCSSCSSCSSC）   
10 18   6 30 8 ， 校 館舉 。

校決 校 決 ， 校教 、家

區 ， 校 校 計 ， 校

計 顧 。 

Sesiones del Comité Directivo de la Escuela (SSC),  
Lunes, 18 de octubre, de las 6:30 a las 8:00 PM en la biblioteca. 
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El SSC es el grupo principal que toma decisiones en la escuela. 

Los representantes de dicho comité son elegidos por los padres 

de familia, encargados, miembros de la comunidad y personal de 

la escuela, quienes guían el proceso del Plan Académico para 

asegurarse de que se le dé respuesta a las necesidades de todos 

los estudiantes. 

The Scholastic Book Fair is Now Open  
The fall Scholastic Book Fair is open currently in the library from 

7:30-11:30 am and after school from 1:30-2:30 pm (except Wed. 

- piano lessons after school).  It will also be open during Family 

Tribes Night, Wed. Oct. 13, from 5:30-8:30 pm. Gift certificates 

are available. All credit cards and checks are accepted. Look for 

your child’s teacher’s book wish list! 

Photos Available  
Photos of you or your child, taken at various school events or for 

Student of the Week, can be emailed to you. Just ask! Please 

specify which ones you want. Wandaline Perelli – 

wandy571@aol.com  

Miraloma Fall Rummage Sale – Saturday Nov. 6 
Put it on your calendars, and return your lime green volunteer 

form.  The sale runs from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 6. Clean 

out your garage and do something for the school at the same 

time! 

Miraloma 校家 教  季舊  
11 6   9 3  

你 庫 舊 清 為 校 ! 

La Venta de los artículos usados  
-- por la escuela de Miraloma. Sábado 4 Noviembre, 9 a.m. – 3 

p.m. ¡Limpie hacia fuera su garage y haga algo para la escuela en 

el mismo tiempo! 

Volunteer Help Needed for Rummage Sale  
Truck Driver, Rummage Sale eventTruck Driver, Rummage Sale eventTruck Driver, Rummage Sale eventTruck Driver, Rummage Sale event 

Using your own car or truck, you will collect some large items 

donated by our families and neighbors. The hours are flexible - 

Contact Linda Rodriguez at 821-9734 or wilnmel@sbcglobal.net. 
Rummage Sale Publicity Rummage Sale Publicity Rummage Sale Publicity Rummage Sale Publicity ---- ever ever ever everyone needed!yone needed!yone needed!yone needed! 

Help get the word out!  Post flyers in your neighborhood. Invite 

your family, friends, and neighbors. Contact Lorraine Woodruff-

Long at 841-0114 or lorraine_woodrufflong@yahoo.com 

Parents’ Corner 
►Bret Fisse, Alyse (5th) and Leah’s (3rd) dad, would like the 

Miraloma community to know that he’s offering his services as 

"Mr. Fix-It" – he does handyman work at reasonable rates. You can 

reach him at 731-2404 or cell 515-0181 or e-mail 

bret9696@yahoo.com . 

 

Back-to-School Night 
by Andrew Sherman 

There was standing room only in the auditorium as Principal 

Marcia Parrott welcomed everyone to Back-to- School Night last 

Wednesday. She invited teachers to introduce themselves by 

telling what they liked to do in their spare time. From the 

introductions, attending parents and guardians learned that 

Johnny Marples like to knit and run, but not at the same time. The 

crowd made sympathetic noises as Diane Rosen showed a picture 

of her one-year-old son.  
PTA president Tanja Gubser was able to make a few welcoming 

remarks despite the persistent hugs of daughter Olivia. The 

attendees then dispersed to visit their child's classroom, where 

they were able to meet the teachers, learn about the curriculum, 

and see the work their child is doing this year.  

Principal Ms Parrott speaks at Back-to-School Night  

Join the New Miraloma Email List Today 
It is easy to do. Send a blank email to: 

miralomaschool-subscribe@yahoogroups.com  

and then follow the instructions you receive. 

This new list has replaced the old list at Topica.com.  This new list has replaced the old list at Topica.com.  This new list has replaced the old list at Topica.com.  This new list has replaced the old list at Topica.com.  Don’t miss 

out on the news and notices – subscribe today! Our new host 

allows us to upload documents and share photos, as well as email 

the usual notices and conversations. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

Submissions: Submissions: Submissions: Submissions: The next Miraloma Gazette deadline is Thurs., Oct. 

14, 5pm. Next issue is Oct 20. All submissions welcome: Place in 

envelope marked ‘Gazette’ hanging in office, or call Amy O’Hair 
(415) 334-5154, or email miralomagazette@yahoo.com  

 Contributors this issue:Contributors this issue:Contributors this issue:Contributors this issue: Jeff Kaliss, Tanja Gubser, Ellie Rossiter, 

Lisa Petrie, Kathleen Wydler, LindaKay Brown, Wandaline Perelli, 

Anita Dennis, Amy O’Hair, Andrew Sherman, and Paul Korntheuer.  
Photos: Wandaline Perelli, Amy O’Hair, and Andrew Sherman. 

 
 

 

  Wednesday Oct 6 Thursday Oct 7 Friday Oct 8 Sat Oct 9 

    K-2 Sing Along 
 

 

Monday Oct 11 Tues Oct 12 Wednesday Oct 13 Thursday Oct 14 Friday Oct 15 Sat Oct 16 

Columbus Day 
NO SCHOOL 

 FAMILY TRIBES NIGHT 
5:30pm Light Dinner 

6pm Presentation 
6:30-8pm Activities  

Gazette Deadline 5pm 

Scholastic Book Fair ends 
K-2 Sing Along 

Volunteer Workshop 
9am Rm 109 

 

Monday Oct 18 Tues Oct 19 Wednesday Oct 20 Thursday Oct 21 Friday Oct 22 Sat Oct 23 

School Site Council 
(SSC) Meeting 6:30 PM 

Library 

School Tours begin 
today— 8:30am 

Tuesdays 

Next Gazette issue   
 

 

 


