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Featured Staff Member 
Interview by Amy O’Hair 

Name:Name:Name:Name: Guillermo Chacon a.k.a. “Coach G.”  

Years at Miraloma:Years at Miraloma:Years at Miraloma:Years at Miraloma: This is my fifth year. The graduating class 
this year were my first kids here.  

Unfortunately, this is my last week. I have to find another job for 
financial reasons. 

My heart is always going to 
be here. 

What he does:What he does:What he does:What he does: I’m a fitness 
and wellness coach. I work 
for High Gear, a non-profit 
that runs the tutoring 
program. I have the 
kindergarten kids twice a 
week, and the other grades 
once a week. 

I teach them activities that 
are fun and noncompetitive, 
so they can learn to be 
healthy and active. I try to 
teach them to be the best 
person they can be. Instead 

of them looking to some athlete or superstar, I want them to 
look to themselves. I didn’t know about Tribes before, but I try to 
incorporate it in my teaching – respect for yourself and those 
around you. 

What he enjoys abouWhat he enjoys abouWhat he enjoys abouWhat he enjoys about Miraloma:t Miraloma:t Miraloma:t Miraloma: I enjoy being with the kids. I 
learn from them!  

A special memory from his student days: A special memory from his student days: A special memory from his student days: A special memory from his student days: I was a real quiet kid. I 
played sports and I had some good coaches and some bad 
coaches. You can learn from every coach, but I learned that you 
can teach more by encouragement. 

Other interests:Other interests:Other interests:Other interests: I coach teams – Junior Giants Baseball in the 
summer and the fifth grade Basketball team at my seven-year-
old daughter’s school. 

Thursday, Nov. 11 is Veterans’ Day – No School 

11 11 ，  軍  

Jueves 11 de noviembre: Conmemoración del Día de los 
Veteranos de Guerra – No hay escuela que día. 

SF Food Bank Food Drive This Month 

The San Francisco Food Bank, the largest distributor of food to 
low-income people in San Francisco, holds their food drive 
during November. As of today, you will see the distinctive green 
collection bins in the school near the office. From now until Nov. 
24, Miraloma families have a chance to contribute to this yearly 
event, by bringing canned food such as stews, soups, fruits, 
vegetables, and meats, and packages goods such as rice, pasta 
and peanut butter, and placing them in the bins. Please avoid 
glass containers. For more information: www.sffoodbank.org. 

 

Featured Volunteer  
Interview by Leslie Kirk Campbell 

Name:Name:Name:Name: Jeff Kaliss 

Children at Miraloma:Children at Miraloma:Children at Miraloma:Children at Miraloma: Natalie Whitlock Kaliss (third grade, Ms. 
Lim), Nicholas David Kaliss (kindergarten, Becca Freitag) 

Years as a Miraloma Family:Years as a Miraloma Family:Years as a Miraloma Family:Years as a Miraloma Family: Since 2001 

Favorite thing about Miraloma:Favorite thing about Miraloma:Favorite thing about Miraloma:Favorite thing about Miraloma: 
The expansive view, during 
morning assembly, of the sky 
beyond and the cheery kids 
nearby.  

How he volunteers at Miraloma:How he volunteers at Miraloma:How he volunteers at Miraloma:How he volunteers at Miraloma: 
I did whatever Becca wanted 
when Natalie was in 
kindergarten, then carried my 
musical assignments on to 
Johnny Marples’ first grade and 
Rose Berryessa’s second grade 
in the form of weekly in-class 
sing-alongs, accompanied, 
when they were available, by my 
pre-school son Nicky and my 

wife Louise Whitlock. I’ve also helped with the annual Talent 
Show. I’ve read in the library to Natalie’s class most weeks. 

I started writing grants in 2001, and have continued since, 
succeeding in securing money for Miraloma’s writing programs 
and enhanced computer and multi-media use.  

What impact does volunteering have on his children:What impact does volunteering have on his children:What impact does volunteering have on his children:What impact does volunteering have on his children: Natalie 
feels prouder of her papa because of his work at her school. 
Nicholas also seems glad to have me present at school. It feels 
as if pride in Miraloma grows best and strongest when it’s 
shared in a family and that it’s inevitably contagious among 
other families.  

Any Advice to new voluntAny Advice to new voluntAny Advice to new voluntAny Advice to new volunteers:eers:eers:eers: Whatever the other challenges of 
your life, the ups and downs, be assured that your contributions 
at Miraloma are valued, and that you’ll be rewarded by feelings 
of camaraderie and gratitude beyond anything you imagined. 

Other Interests:Other Interests:Other Interests:Other Interests: My writing, mostly about music and 
entertainment, puts me in a professional relationship to what 
my interests would be anyway: world music, jazz, opera, and so 
forth, which I share with Louise and the kids as much as 
possible. I also like travel, particularly when there’s special 
music involved, and movies, and racquetball, and hanging with 
good and interesting folk, whether or not I’m related to them.  

This Saturday –Rummage and Bake Sale Event 
By Ellie Rossiter, PTA VP of Fundraising 

This Saturday, Nov. 6, from 9 a.m.--3 p.m., the Miraloma School 
PTA holds its annual rummage sale. This year we’ve added a 
bake sale. 

There is one more chance to drop off your donationsThere is one more chance to drop off your donationsThere is one more chance to drop off your donationsThere is one more chance to drop off your donations------------don't miss don't miss don't miss don't miss 
out.out.out.out. Your tax-deductible donations can make money for our 
school. Drop off gently used items on Friday, Nov. 5, all day long. 
Bring you items directly to the gym and then stay to help set up! 
If you have questions, contact Linda Rodriguez at 821-9734. 
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$8,079

$3,421

Annual Giving Campaign
supports the San Francisco Arts Education Project  

2004-05

Rummage Sale (cont’d)Rummage Sale (cont’d)Rummage Sale (cont’d)Rummage Sale (cont’d)    

You can help with the bake sale.You can help with the bake sale.You can help with the bake sale.You can help with the bake sale. Drop off your baked goods 
Friday afternoon from 1-5 p.m. or first thing Saturday morning. 
Bring them to the gym and then stop by during the rummage 
sale to buy yummy goods for your family! Contact Sharon 
Gillenwater at 643-5327 or sharon@sanfranciscogroup.com if 
you can help set up, sell, or provide donated items like hot dogs, 
buns, water, or coffee. 

Come and help set up the event on Friday, Nov. 5.Come and help set up the event on Friday, Nov. 5.Come and help set up the event on Friday, Nov. 5.Come and help set up the event on Friday, Nov. 5. Any amount 
of time you can spare is valuable – we are working all day to set 
up and display items. We need as many people as we can get!  

Tell yourTell yourTell yourTell your friends and neighbors! friends and neighbors! friends and neighbors! friends and neighbors! There will be tons of terrific 
bargains. Inviting people will make our event a success! Post 
flyers (available in the parent room) and send an email to your 
friends and family. If you have questions, contact publicity chair, 
Lorraine Woodruff-Long , 841-0114, or 
lorraine_woodrufflong@yahoo.com. 

Come and help the day of the event.Come and help the day of the event.Come and help the day of the event.Come and help the day of the event. If you are available to work 
on the day of the event, please contact co-chair, Julie Clark at 
oregonclark4@aol.com or 359-7587 to let her know which shift 
you can work: 8–11 a.m.; 11 a.m.–2 p.m.; or 2–5 p.m. We 
especially need help first thing in the morning and at 
breakdown. 

Be a Dump Runner.Be a Dump Runner.Be a Dump Runner.Be a Dump Runner. After the event ends Saturday night, Nov. 6, 
we need a person to take items to the dump that the Salvation 
Army won't accept. If you have a large vehicle or a truck and can 
help please let us know. Contact co-chair, Julie Clark at 
oregonclark4@aol.com or 359-7587.  

Annual Giving Campaign Report 
By Ellie Rossiter, PTA VP of Fundraising 

Thank you! We’ve reached 70% of our $11,500 goal for this 
year’s Annual Fund. Thank you for adding to every child’s 
education at Miraloma School. The $8000 we’ve collected so far 
will provide to each student 15 weeks of dance, rhythm, or 
musical theater classes taught by professional artists-in-
residence. With your help, we will also fund year-end choral 
classes for all grades levels and professional development for 
our teachers. This is an expansion of last year’s program and is 
part of the long-term vision of arts education at Miraloma. 

As we reach the end of the calendar year, your tax-deductible 
contribution will allow us to make all of this possible. Offer 
Miraloma students the gift of enrichment during this season of 
giving. Any size donation is accepted and is appreciated. Please 
make your check payable to Miraloma School PTA, seal it in an 
envelope marked Annual Fund, and return it in your child’s 
Wednesday envelope. Or send it by mail to Miraloma PTA, 175 
Omar Way, San Francisco, CA 94127.  

Please note that companies often match their employee’s 
charitable gifts, so ask if yours does. The Miraloma School PTA 
tax ID number is 94-6184034. 

 
 

 

 

 
Our goal is $11,500 

 

 

 

 

International Potluck Dinner – Friday Nov. 19 
By Anne Collins, co-chair, International Potluck 
The International Potluck will be Friday, Nov. 19, at 5:30 p.m., 
The emphasis is on “International”. Please bring a favorite food 
from your family’s cultural background.  Also, write the name of 
the dish and the country or culture it is from on a label, so that 
we can share more information about the foods. This year we 
plan to have some world music during dinner and some cultural 
decorations.  If you can volunteer to work at this event, please 
contact Anne Collins at anne_collins@juno.com or 550-0351. If 
you have some cultural decorations that you can lend, contact 
Anna Scanlon at apscanlon@pacbell.net or 337-7716.   

Cena de comidas internacionales/Concurso de Cena de comidas internacionales/Concurso de Cena de comidas internacionales/Concurso de Cena de comidas internacionales/Concurso de 
talentos talentos talentos talentos -------- Viernes 19 de noviembre Viernes 19 de noviembre Viernes 19 de noviembre Viernes 19 de noviembre a las 5:30 p.m. a las 5:30 p.m. a las 5:30 p.m. a las 5:30 p.m.    

Cena internacional que se comparte. Este es un evento agradable 
que reúne a todas las familias. Traigan sus platillos étnicos 
favoritos y quédense a admirar el talento de los estudiantes. 

 晚 ╱ ， 

11 19 ， 5 30 。 晚 。

， 您家

， 。 

Student Talent Show to follow Potluck Dinner 
By Jennifer Shivers, teacher and talent show coordinator 
On Friday, Nov. 19, Miraloma will be holding its ninth Annual 
Potluck Dinner and Student Talent Show. This event is an 
opportunity for you to enjoy a variety of delicious foods, the 
uplifted spirits and talents of our students, and spend quality 
time with other community members.  

The talents to be presented during the Talent Show will range 
from singing and dancing to playing instruments to a gymnastics 
demonstration. I hope to see you there with your favorite dish to 
share, a hearty appetite, and positive energy! 

New School Site Council (SSC) Members  
By Lorraine Woodruff-Long, Chair, Miraloma School Site Council 
Last month our school community elected new teacher, staff 
and parent members of the Miraloma School Site Council as 
well as new Chair and Vice Chair. We have an excellent group of 
members who have volunteered to represent our school 
community. I am looking forward to working with such a terrific 
group to ensure that we meet the academic needs of each child 
at our school. Please contact any of the SSC members to share 
any concerns or issues that you have about our school - whether 
they are safety, academic, budgetary, etc. You may keep your 
feedback confidential by putting an envelope marked SSC in the 
parent mailbox in the office. All members of our school 
community are encouraged to participate in the SSC to explore 
and determine the academic plan for Miraloma, which 
determines the allocation of our school’s discretionary budget. I 
will be serving as the SSC Chair, and Jennifer Howard will serve 
as Vice-Chair. 

Finally, thank you to our outgoing Site Council Chair, Louise 
Whitlock, who has served our school so well for the past three 
years. Louise has tirelessly worked to address the academic 
needs of our school and has taken our SSC to new levels. Louise 
will continue to participate in academic issues on the SSC. 
Thank you, Louise! 

Bookmaking Workshop on Nov. 18 
The Center for the Book will be giving a Bookmaking Workshop 
in the library at Miraloma on Thursday Nov. 18 at 2pm for the 
teachers and parents who are interested in assisting with 
bookmaking/art cart in the classroom.  



 3

Students’Corner  
This issue features a spotlight on kindergarten artwork. 

 

 

Ms Krueger’s class in K8 created bat skeletons using cotton 
swabs, while comparing bat wing bones to the human hand. 

 

Becca’s class in K2 painted full-sized skeletons, learning about 
their bodies as they did. These are up on the K2 classroom wall. 

 

 

Ms Howard’s class in K1 painted self-portraits, using real yarn 
for hair. They are on display in hallway near K classrooms. 

MY FAVORITE OBJECTS 

By Leah R. Wells, fifth grade (Ms Salomon)  

MY FAVORITE OBJECT IS A STUFFED ANIMAL. HE IS 

A UNICORN. MY OTHER FAVORITE OBJECTS ARE 

MY DOGS, KYI AND SUGAR. KYI IS FOUR MONTHS 

OLD/ SUGAR IS FIVE YEARS OTHER TODAY. IT IS 
SUGAR’S BIRTHDAY. THEY ARE BOTH CUTE. I GOT 

SUGAR AT THE DOG POUND. WE GOT KYI FROM 

THE MILO FOUNDATION. I GOT MY UNICORN AT 
MY SEVENTH BIRTHDAY PARTY. 

__________________________________________________________ 

I Am ProudI Am ProudI Am ProudI Am Proud    

by Devon Taylor, fifth grade (Ms Salomon) 

I am proud 

because I have big lips 

and my nose is like a bird. 

My eyebrows are beautiful 

butterflies. 

My secret is an arrow 

pointing down. 

I live in the dark cave full of bats. 

Devon’s poem was chosen for the California Poets in the 
Schools Statewide Anthology 2004-05: ”My Pencil of Dreams” 
(Fortieth Anniversary Edition). 

___________________________________________________________  

GATE: Frequently Asked Questions 
This is the first in a fourteen part series presenting answers to 
frequently asked questions about the Gifted and Talented 
Education (GATE) Programs in the San Francisco Unified School 
District. Fourth/fifth grade teacher Kay Kirman is the on-site 
coordinator for Miraloma’s GATE program. 

How are students identified as gifted and talented?How are students identified as gifted and talented?How are students identified as gifted and talented?How are students identified as gifted and talented?    

A new multiple variable system of identifying students for GATE 
started in the 2002-03 school year. A site-based team considers 
a variety of factors in the GATE-identification process including 
teacher and parent recommendations, student report card, 
achievement test performance, and cognitive abilities test 
performance. Regarding test performance, in general we look 
for students who score in the 90th percentile or above on the 
cognitive abilities test, or who score at the 85th percentile for 
two consecutive years on the STAR tests in reading and math or 
reading or math. Students who receive four of six points needed 
are identified GATE. Next issue: When are they identified?  

Informal Sharing Session for Volunteer Tutors 

By Leslie Kirk-Campbell 
Attention classroom parent/guardian volunteers! Come to an 
informal sharing session regarding reading strategies and tips 
for tutoring on Monday, Nov. 8, 8–9:30 a.m. in Rm 109 (MEEP).  

This session is for any parent/guardian interested in classroom 
tutoring and sharing tips for tutoring their own children in 
reading and writing. We will have information based on the 
comprehensive workshops by San Francisco School Volunteers 
and other sources. We invite anyone with knowledge on this 
subject to come and share your expertise and experience. 
Helpful handouts will be available. Coffee and baked goods will 
be available. Questions? Contact Leslie Kirk Campbell at 285-
1926 or leslie@ripefruitwriting.com. 
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Miraloma’s Library Needs You! 

 Our library depends on volunteer support from parents and 
guardians. These classroom slots are unfilled currently: 

▪Tuesday, 8:40 a.mTuesday, 8:40 a.mTuesday, 8:40 a.mTuesday, 8:40 a.m., Ms Salomon’s fifth grade class 

▪Wednesday, 8:40 a.m.,Wednesday, 8:40 a.m.,Wednesday, 8:40 a.m.,Wednesday, 8:40 a.m., Ms Krueger’s kindergarten class 

▪Wednesday, 11:00 a.m.,Wednesday, 11:00 a.m.,Wednesday, 11:00 a.m.,Wednesday, 11:00 a.m., Ms Huang’s first grade class 

Classes generally stay for 30 minutes. During these times, your 
help is needed to check books in and out, to allow teachers to 
be with the kids. Reading to the class is optional. To help out, 
just show up at one of these times. If you have questions, 
please call Catherine Sparacino, library coordinator, 664-5214 

or gotconinc@earthlink.net. 
 Parent volunteer Lori Lack reads to Room 112 (first grade, Ms 
Huang) in the Library during last month’s book fair....    
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Submission Guidelines: Submission Guidelines: Submission Guidelines: Submission Guidelines: In order that the editor can reserve 
sufficient space for your article, please submit a proposal (with 
estimated size) by Monday, Nov. 8., 10 a.m. Then submit the full 
article by the next Gazette deadline, Wednesday, Nov. 10, 5 
p.m. The next issue is Nov. 17.  
All sAll sAll sAll submissions are welcome, and are subject to approval by the ubmissions are welcome, and are subject to approval by the ubmissions are welcome, and are subject to approval by the ubmissions are welcome, and are subject to approval by the 
school administration.school administration.school administration.school administration. Place submissions or proposals in 
envelope marked ‘Gazette’ that is hanging in office, or call Amy 
O’Hair 334-5154, or miralomagazette@yahoo.com  

PTA Meeting Next Monday  

Next Monday, Nov. 8, the Miraloma School Parent-Teacher 
Association will hold its monthly general meeting in the library, 
The meeting will begin with a Tribes activity, and include reports 
from the treasurer, the principal, and the Site Council, as well as 
a fundraising report, discussion of t-shirt sales, the upcoming 
potluck, and tours. The meeting runs from 6:30-8:00 p.m., with 
snacks and conversation at 6:15. 

All parents, guardians, teachers, and community members are 
welcome to attend, whether or not you are a member of the PTA.  

 The Puzzler 
A new monthly feature, thanks to Kay Kirman, fourth/fifth grade 
teacher and GATE coordinator. 

The Checkerboard ProblemThe Checkerboard ProblemThe Checkerboard ProblemThe Checkerboard Problem    

If two opposite 
corners of a 
checkerboard are 
removed, can the 
checkerboard be 
covered by 
dominoes? 
Assume that each 
domino is the size 
of two adjacent 
squares of the 
checkerboard. The 
dominoes cannot 
be paced on top of 
each other and 
must lie flat. 

“Developing Minds” Video Series, Public Library 

Tonight, Wednesday Nov. 3, the first in a monthly series of 
videos describing a success-oriented approach to understanding 
students’ learning is being held in the Latino Community 
Meeting Room of the Main Library, 100 Larkin St., 6-7:45pm. 
The first video is “Mastering the Challenge of Reading”. For 
information call 557-4540. 
______________________________________________________    
Photo credits this issue:Photo credits this issue:Photo credits this issue:Photo credits this issue: Wandaline Perelli and Amy O’Hair. 

Heartfelt thanks to Anita Dennis for meticulous proofreading

  Wed Nov. 3 Thurs Nov. 4 Fri Nov. 5 Sat Nov. 6 

   

Conference Week 

 Early Dismissal 

3-5 Sing Along 

Conference Week 

 Early Dismissal 

K-2 Sing Along 

Conference Week Early Dismissal 

All Day Donated Item Drop-Off 

 for Rummage Sale – 8am – 7am 

RUMMAGE SALE 
and Bake Sale 

 9am-3pm 

Mon Nov. 8 Tues Nov. 9 Wed Nov. 10 Thurs Nov. 11 Fri Nov. 12 Sat Nov. 13 

Tutoring Sharing 
Session 8-9:30am 

PTA Meeting  
6:30-8pm in Library (6:15 
food and conversation) 

 Gazette Deadline 5pm Veteran’s Day 

NO SCHOOL 

K-2 Sing Along 

 

 

Mon Nov. 15 Tues Nov. 16 Wed Nov. 17 Thurs Nov. 18 Fri Nov. 19 Sat Nov. 20 

  Next Gazette issue 3-5 Sing Along  

Bookmaking Workshp, 2pm 

School Advisory Committee 
(SAC) Meeting 

Parent Room 5:15-6pm 

K-2 Sing Along  

International Potluck and 
Student Talent Show 5:30-8pm 

 


