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_____________________________________________ 

Featured Staff Member 
Interview by Lourdes Garcia  

Name:Name:Name:Name: Becca Loosli Freitag  

Years at Miraloma:Years at Miraloma:Years at Miraloma:Years at Miraloma: Five. 

After teaching at the Music 
Time School and substitute 
teaching for 2 years, I received 
my teaching credentials at San 
Francisco State. I started 
teaching at Miraloma shortly 
after getting my credentials. 

What she does:What she does:What she does:What she does: I teach 
kindergarten. 

I have always taught 
kindergarten. I also teach guitar 
to 10 third, fourth, and fifth 

graders. I lead the K-2 sing-along on Friday mornings; I took the 
sing-along over after Mark Elkin left the school. I also am one of two 
teachers that represent the Teachers’ Art Committee (TAC). 

What shWhat shWhat shWhat she enjoys about Miraloma:e enjoys about Miraloma:e enjoys about Miraloma:e enjoys about Miraloma: I enjoy my students.  

I like that the school is diverse, that it represents a cross-section of 
the city. Very few public schools are balanced ethnically and socio-
economically. I also love the physical plant, the school itself – 
especially my classroom -- it is so big! Miraloma has a lot of 
amenities for a small school: a cafeteria, a library, an auditorium 
and a gym!    

A special memory from her student days:A special memory from her student days:A special memory from her student days:A special memory from her student days: I remember seeing my first 
grade teacher on television on the show Family Feud – twice! I 
remember thinking that it was the coolest thing and wishing that my 
family could be on the show. 

Other interests:Other interests:Other interests:Other interests: I practice yoga; I love to snowboard, swim, read, 
sing, go dancing, ride my mountain bike, and go on urban 
adventures. During the summers when I’m not teaching, I sing with 
groups; I sing jazz and soul music. I also act as the teaching 
assessor for USF.  

Family School Clean-Up Day This Saturday, Dec. 4 
From 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturday, please join us as families gather 
at the school to tackle several projects. The teachers have 
requested some help with special projects – organizing the literacy 
room, and putting up new display boards in the hallway are two of 
the projects on the list. 

You may also bring healthy breakfast food to share, such as fruits 
and breads. Be sure to sign in at the parent room first, to find out 
where you’d like to work that day.  

Questions? Contact the volunteer coordinator Katie Handleman at 
920-9593 or poppy3@jps.net. 

PTA Meeting Next Monday, Dec. 6 
By LindaKay Brown, PTA VP of Membership 
The holidays are upon us, winter break is fast approaching, and the 
PTA invites you to take a break from the frenzy of preparing for the 
season to join us for our monthly general meeting on Monday Dec. 
6. Come hear reports on recent activities and discuss upcoming 
projects like the read-a-thon. 
The meeting will held in the library from 6:30 to 8pm. You can come 
at 6:15 and have time to chat with others. The PTA will provide 
childcare and a pizza dinner for the kids in the MEEP room. 

Featured Volunteer  
Interview by Leslie Kirk Campbell 

Name:Name:Name:Name: Veronica Perez 

Children at Miraloma:Children at Miraloma:Children at Miraloma:Children at Miraloma: Three: 
Maria (kindergarten), Veronica 
(second grade), and Josephine 
(third grade). Jose (fifth grade), my 
son, was at Miraloma until this 
year. 

Years as a Miraloma Family:Years as a Miraloma Family:Years as a Miraloma Family:Years as a Miraloma Family: Four 

Favorite thing about Miraloma:Favorite thing about Miraloma:Favorite thing about Miraloma:Favorite thing about Miraloma: 
Being part of the community 
because that way I know about 
what’s going on with my children 
and the school. Because I don’t 
speak English well, I learn a new 

word in English every day! I also love the Spring Cinco de Mayo 
Festival. I love cooking for it and serving la comida (the food). 

How she volunteers at Miraloma:How she volunteers at Miraloma:How she volunteers at Miraloma:How she volunteers at Miraloma: I am an active member of ELAC 
(English Learners Advisory Committee) and the Parent Involvement 
Committee, and am an alternate on the School Site Council. I also 
participate on the PTA, volunteer for almost every event, and for 
KASPER, my children’s afterschool program at Miraloma. I always 
work to get other Latino families more involved. In the past, I 
volunteered on the yard and on field trips but now I am working 
more during the day.  

What impact does volunteering have on your childrenWhat impact does volunteering have on your childrenWhat impact does volunteering have on your childrenWhat impact does volunteering have on your children: My children 
are proud of me. “I love you,” they say. “I appreciate you when you 
come to my school.” They always remind me when there is a 
meeting and get upset if I am sick and cannot go! They also learn 
that a parent has to always take responsibility in a school and stay 
involved with the teacher, because it is important to keep track of 
what is going on with her children. 

Advice toAdvice toAdvice toAdvice to new volunteers: new volunteers: new volunteers: new volunteers: I just hope that everyone gets involved in 
the school because it is very, very important. 

Other Interests:Other Interests:Other Interests:Other Interests: Cooking and going to the park and walking with my 
children. 

Sibling Enrollment Applications Due This Friday 
To be part of the pre-assignment process, you must turn in your 
sibling applications by this Friday, Dec. 3Friday, Dec. 3Friday, Dec. 3Friday, Dec. 3. By doing this, you greatly 
increase your chances of getting Miraloma for your younger child. 
Applications are available at the school office or at the Educational 
Placement Center, 555 Franklin St. List Miraloma as your first 
choice.  
This pre-enrollment due date also applies to fifth grade students 
wishing to enter their older sibling’s middle school next year. 

Read-a-thon Is Coming Soon  
By Ellie Rossiter, PTA VP of Fundraising 
Would you like to help with the upcoming read-a-thon? This 
program, which runs from January through February, is designed to 
encourage reading among our students. It is also a fundraiser. Our 
goal this year is to raise $5,000 ($500 more than last year).  

During the month of January, students and families get sponsors to 
pledge money for books read by students. During the month of 
February, kids read! And this year, we'll have an art mural to 
represent their reading efforts in the library. 
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There are clear written materials and ideas from last year's very 
successful and established program, so we can concentrate on 
promoting the fun of reading. The read-a-thon committee should 
meet to discuss ideas before the winter holiday break, to be ready 
for the January start. 

These are the areas that need your help: 

▪ Graphics help for the reading log 

▪ Room parents to coordinate their classroom’s reading logs 

▪ Decorators and artists to help with the mural 

▪ Library volunteers to introduce program to students 

▪ Help with tallying results and help with prizes  

Please contact read-a-thon co-chair Lourdes Garcia at 285-8358 or 
kel_gar@hotmail.com if you’d like to work with us to make this a 
successful literacy event. 

Volunteer Opportunities 
Computer Lab:Computer Lab:Computer Lab:Computer Lab:    Every classroom visits the lab at least once a week, 
and your help is needed. Expertise in computers is not necessary! If 
you are interested, contact Patsy Taoyama at 585-0604 or 
patsyjo@mac.com . 

Yard Duty: Yard Duty: Yard Duty: Yard Duty: Students playing in the schoolyards during morning 
recess (9:10 to 10 a.m.) and lunch recess (11:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m.) benefit from the presence of additional adult volunteers – 
especially those who can lead fun activities. Contact Marcia Parrott, 
principal, 469-4734 or volunteer coordinator Katie Handelman 920-
9593 or poppy3@jps.net. 

Gardening Program at Miraloma is Growing 
By Paul Korntheuer, Gardening Committee 
Last month the School Site Council allocated funds for the salary of 
an educational gardener, a position that we will now refer to as our 
environmental educator. We are currently searching for candidates; 
the educator will work with students 10 hours a week. We will be 
adding gardening space outside of Rooms 103 and 105 to 
accommodate more children at a time. 

The past two years, Miraloma was fortunate enough to have 
received a grant from the Circle of Care that funded a gardening 
educator. The teachers found the program to be very valuable for 
their students. As a result, there was a strong interest from 
students, teachers, and parents to continue funding this 
experiential approach to learning. 

Other News: The district has committed to planting new bushes 
along Omar Way above the service entrance, thanks in part to the 
parents who cleared that area during a clean-up day last year. 
We need more parent involvement in Miraloma’s gardening 
program. If you are interested, please contact Paul Korntheuer at 
paul@rarefaction.com.  
Update from the Parent Involvement Committee 
By Leslie Kirk Campbell 
Our focus so far this year has been on outreach, based a concern 
that Miraloma maintain its cultural diversity as it becomes a better-
known school. Means to this end have been: arranging for school 
tours in Chinese and Spanish, creating flyers that list the benefits of 
Miraloma for Spanish- and Chinese-speaking families and posting 
these at San Miguel Child Development Center, getting different 
cultural groups to represent Miraloma at the district-wide school 
fair, and encouraging Spanish and Chinese families at Miraloma to 
encourage their friends and relatives to enroll here.  

We have been working directly with Chinese parent liaison, Betty 
Suen on these issues, including coordinating personal phone calls 
to all Chinese families to invite them to join ELAC, finding out their 
needs, and building stronger relationships with them. We also 
brought more multicultural decorations, music, and volunteers into 
the planning and set-up of the International Potluck and set up 
greeting tables with info for all families. And there is plenty more to 
do. To get involved, come to the next School Site Council Meeting on 

Monday, Dec. 13, or contact Leslie Kirk Campbell at 285-1926 or 
leslie@ripefruitwriting.com 

Principal’s Corner  
Some parents have expressed concerns about disruptive 
students. We want each student to be successful and we use 
various resources to assist each one.  

We begin with our school-wide Tribes agreements – mutual 
respect, attentive listening, right to pass, appreciations/no put 
downs, and to be safe. These are reinforced with class 
expectations, discussions, role-playing, and individual and class 
rewards. We also have our school rules and consequences, such 
as time-out, recess bench-time, behavior plans, calls and notes to 
parents, meetings with parents (Student Success Team) referrals 
to the principal, suspensions, our USF counseling program, 
Edgewood Center’s behavior coach, Independent Educational 
Plans tutorial services, the district Pupils’ Services, Student Health 
Services, Drop-out Prevention, Special Education, and referrals to 
community agencies. 

If you have concerns about your child’s program, please share 
them with the classroom teacher. This will give the teacher an 
opportunity to review your concerns and request available 
resources to meet the needs of the students. Together, we can 
create a safe and secure school environment for each student’s 
success.  

-Marcia Parrott, Principal 

Rummage Sale Report  
By Ellie Rossiter, PTA VP of Fundraising 
Thank you to everyone who participated in the rummage sale and 
bake sale last month. We exceeded last year's numbers, earning 
about $4,500 from the rummage sale and $500 from the bake 
sale! Many neighbors came back to shop for a second year. Friends 
from other schools said Miraloma's rummage sale is the hallmark of 
school rummage sales – and all that in our second year.  

The success of this event would not have been possible if it weren't 
for all of the ways our families contributed. My heartfelt thanks to all 
who helped, especially the team leaders: Linda Rodriquez and Julie 
Clark, event co-chairs; Sharon Gillenwater, bake sale manager; and 
Lorraine Woodruff-Long, publicity coordinator.  

Do you have suggestions or feedback about this year’s sale? Please 
contact me at 641-5449 or elcatering@aol.com. Or join us for a 
debriefing meeting next Monday, Dec. 6, 5 to 6 p.m., in the library, 
just before PTA general meeting. Pizza will be served. 

GATE: Frequently Asked Questions 
Part of a regular series presenting answers to frequently asked questions 
about the Gifted and Talented Education (GATE) programs in the San 
Francisco Unified School District. Fourth/fifth grade teacher Kay Kirman is 
the coordinator for Miraloma’s GATE program. 

Do all schools have the same GATE programs?Do all schools have the same GATE programs?Do all schools have the same GATE programs?Do all schools have the same GATE programs?    

No, programs vary from school to school, depending on the number 
of students, faculty, and other programs at the school. But all 
elementary schools have clusters of GATE and high-potential 
students in the fourth and fifth grade classes. In middle and high 
schools GATE and high potential students enroll in Honors and 
Advanced Placement classes. Some choose to stay in regular 
classes where differentiated curriculum will be used by the teacher.  

Next issue: When can students be retested for GATE identification? 

The Perfect Gift! Show your spirit! 

Miraloma t-shirts for kids are $8, adults 
$10. Sweatshirts for kids and adults ($16) 
and long-sleeved tees for adults ($12) are 
also available. Contact Laurrie Petrelli at 
282-0145 or laurriepetrelli@yahoo.com. 
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Students’ Corner 
Ms Kelley’s first graders created a spider project, learning about 
arachnids and their habitats. They studied about trapdoor spiders, a 
species that hunt and burrow in the ground. They learned about 
spider body parts and different types of webs. 

 

 

 
_____________________________________________________________ 

International Potluck Was Delicious 
By Anne Collins, potluck coordinator 
Everyone made a great effort to bring truly international dishes! 
More than 300 people turned out, and the food looked and tasted 
fabulous. I had my dinner late and even what was left over was 
delicious. I had a sumptuous Japanese curry dish, bangers and 
mash from England, and a Cuban stew made of ground beef, 
tomatoes, olives, and raisins. Each of these dishes was something 
entirely new to me. Thanks for the great food, everyone! 

Many thanks to all of the volunteers who helped run this event 
smoothly. I especially wanted to mention: Anna Scanlon, who 
coordinated the flyers, decorations and music; Leslie Kirk Campbell, 
who did outreach and greeting; September Jarrett who set up the 
food tables; Elizabeth Halperin, who set up the dessert area; and 
Amy O’Hair who headed up the clean-up efforts.  

Students’ Corner, cont’dStudents’ Corner, cont’dStudents’ Corner, cont’dStudents’ Corner, cont’d    

Ms Huang’s first graders constructed food pyramids using pictures 
of food and information about the nutritional values of various kinds 
of foods. 

 

 

________________________________________________________ 

Talent Show Reports 
A Show of Miraloma SpiritA Show of Miraloma SpiritA Show of Miraloma SpiritA Show of Miraloma Spirit    
By Val Fachman, parent volunteer 
There was a refreshing air of spontaneity in the auditorium on Friday 
evening, Nov. 19, as an exceptionally well-fed standing-room-only 
crowd assembled to view this year's talent show. Folks filing in were 
greeted by friends' faces smiling from the big screen onstage -- the 
pre-show was a lovingly-assembled photo montage set to a soulful 
version of "True Colors" – and truly, we were all shining our 
brightest.  

Teacher Jennifer Shivers smoothly MC'd and ably organized the 
event, especially impressive as this was her first year playing that 
role. As a new parent I wasn't sure what to expect, but as I assisted 
running the show, alongside experienced parent volunteers Patsy 
Taoyama and Jeff Kaliss, I was reminded of many reasons my family 
is particularly thankful to make this school our home. 

Each grade was represented in the display of talent – from gifted 
gymnasts Emily Hall and Karry Jane Farebrother to the originality 
and humor of Stuart Silverman's shadow puppets, Olivia Gubser and 
Kate Dick's jokes and riddles, and Mr. Marples' class rendition of 
the banana chant. The audience enjoyed the skilled discipline of 
solo violinists Zachary Sovereign and Alison Taoyama; karate yellow-
belt Evan Rawson; the pure showmanship of Natalie and Nicholas 
Kaliss' tap extravaganza; the spunky Blondie song-and-dance 
number by Marika Stuurman, Clover Muehleck, Margaret Crawford, 
Kate Dick, and Alison Taoyama; the strains of soul belted out by 
Waynisha Lewis; and Lamar Banks, and the power of hip-hop by 
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dazzling singer/dancers Vanessa Hogan, Taylor DeVaughn, Jesse 
Garrett, Devon Taylor and DeMarcus Sanders; the courage of singer 
Emily Rich; the crowd appeal of "Teen Titans" by singer Melissa 
Rodriguez; the heart and loyalty of singer Adina Vasquez; and the 
intelligence of dramatic reader Kayla McCord.  

Everyone should be proud; the children performed admirably.  

Most memorable, however, was the audience, whose patience, 
appreciative listening, and overwhelming support brought out the 
best in each participant. Bravo, all, for a fabulous night.    

Talent Show ThanksTalent Show ThanksTalent Show ThanksTalent Show Thanks----Yous, and a DVD OfferYous, and a DVD OfferYous, and a DVD OfferYous, and a DVD Offer 
By Jennifer Shivers, talent show coordinator 
The talent show was a wonderful success. Thank you to the student 
participants for working hard and for sharing your talents with the 
school community. 

Thank you to parents Patsy Taoyama, Jeff Kaliss, and Val Fachman 
for all of your help! I couldn’t have done it without you. 

If you are interested in purchasing a copy of the special slideshow 
that was shown at the beginning of the show, please let me know, or 
contact Wandaline Perelli (239-1665 or wandy571@aol.com). The 
DVD costs $5. The show was created with Wandaline’s photos and 
Patsy’s technical know-how. 

Thank you to all for your support! 

Teachers’ Corner – News about Miraloma Alumna  
Huriya Jabbar, a Miraloma alumna, is also third-grade teacher Talat 
Jabbar’s daughter. Huriya graduated from Miraloma in 1988 and 
went on to complete her primary education in two other SFUSD 
schools. She is currently a senior at UC Santa Cruz. This semester 
she is studying economics at University College London, in the 
United Kingdom. Her mother is very proud of 
her. Huriya wishes to work for a non-profit after 
she graduates, with a focus on economic 
justice for women. 

The Puzzler The Penny PuzzleThe Penny PuzzleThe Penny PuzzleThe Penny Puzzle:  

Turn a triangle of pennies upside down by 
sliding one penny at a time to a new location, 
so that it touches two other pennies. The 
minimum number of moves is three. Begin with 
the top formation, and end with the bottom 
one.        

Ms. Kirman is accepting solutions to the 
puzzlers and awarding certificates. Turn in 
your solution to her directly on the yard, or 
place in the folder outside room 10. Please 
include your name, age, room number, and 
teacher’s name. 

MEEP’s Winter Wonderland Festival  
By Armen Dilachian, Director, MEEP Inc. 
On Friday, Dec. 17, 2:00 to 4:30 p.m., MEEP will host its second 
annual Winter Wonderland Festival, in the school cafeteria and 
hallway. Last year’s festival was such a success that we’re doing it 

again! Important registration information will go out in the 
Wednesday envelope soon, so be sure to read it carefully. We will 
feature Kwanzaa, Lunar New Year, Hanukah, and Christmas tables, 
with stories from all cultures. We will be planning on having the 
sledding event, weather permitting. So everyone, put your gloves on!  

All parent volunteers whose child is not enrolled in MEEP will receive 
a free child’s pass to the festival. Feel free to contact Diane Carpio, 
event coordinator, at 566-2316 or carpihole@aol.com, to learn 
about ways that you can help. 

Fund-raising Programs – A Holiday Reminder 
Turn your holiday or everyday shopping into money for Miraloma! 
Scrip programs are a steady, easy source of funds to support 
programs for our students. Make sure you are connected to as 
many programs as appropriate for your family’s shopping habits. If 
you have questions, please call Ellie Rossiter at 641-5449 or 
elcatering@aol.com or Moneka Urbanske at 585-3844 or 
murbanske@sbcglobal.net. 

eScrip. eScrip. eScrip. eScrip. Register your Safeway card and/or your credit cards online 
at www.escrip.com, then use them at participating stores. Miraloma 
receives 1% to 3% of proceeds. Our number is #5109134. If you 
need help with this sign-up process, call Moneka, 585-3844.  

SchoolPop.com.SchoolPop.com.SchoolPop.com.SchoolPop.com. Shop online through this portal web site, and 
Miraloma gets varying amounts from the participating vendors. Go 
to www.schoolpop.com to sign up and then each time you shop. 

TargetTargetTargetTarget will give 1% of your purchases to Miraloma when you use its 
Visa card. Go to www.target.com to find out more. 

Good Life GroceryGood Life GroceryGood Life GroceryGood Life Grocery (Bernal Heights or Potrero Hill). Buy scrip to use 
like cash at the store and 7.5% of your purchase goes to Miraloma. 
Contact Tanja Gubser at tgubser@aol.com or 643-3573 

Rainbow GroceryRainbow GroceryRainbow GroceryRainbow Grocery also offers a Scrip program whereby 10% of your 
purchases go to Miraloma. To purchase scrip, contact Amy O’Hair at 
amy@ohair-sherman.com or 334-5154.  

Albertson’s. GAlbertson’s. GAlbertson’s. GAlbertson’s. Get an Albertson’s Community Partners Card and 
present it every time you shop. Your purchases earn 2% for 
Miraloma. Call Moneka Urbanske 585-3844 and leave message. 
General Foods BoxGeneral Foods BoxGeneral Foods BoxGeneral Foods Box----TopsTopsTopsTops: Send them to school with your child; each 
is worth ten cents to Miraloma. There are collection boxes in 
classrooms and office. Also earn money for Miraloma by shopping 
online at  www.boxtops4education.com.  

Cell phones and empty inkjet cartridgesCell phones and empty inkjet cartridgesCell phones and empty inkjet cartridgesCell phones and empty inkjet cartridges also earn money for 
Miraloma. Send them with your child or drop off in the office.  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    
Submission Guidelines: Submission Guidelines: Submission Guidelines: Submission Guidelines: To ensure sufficient space for your article, 
please submit a proposal (with estimated size) by Monday, Dec. 6., 
10 a.m. Then submit the full article by the next Gazette deadline, 
Thursday, Dec. 9., 5 p.m. The next issue is Dec. 15. All submissions All submissions All submissions All submissions 
are welcome and are subject to approval by the school are welcome and are subject to approval by the school are welcome and are subject to approval by the school are welcome and are subject to approval by the school 
administration.administration.administration.administration. Place submissions or proposals in envelope marked 
“Gazette” that is hanging in office, or call Amy O’Hair 334-5154, or 
miralomagazette@yahoo.com Photo credits this issue:Photo credits this issue:Photo credits this issue:Photo credits this issue: Amy O’Hair. 

Heartfelt thanks to Anita Dennis for meticulous proofreading 
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3-5 Sing-along 

 
K-2 Sing-along 

 
Family School Clean-Up 

Day 9am-1pm 

Mon. Dec. 6 Tues. Dec. 7 Wed Dec. 8 Thurs. Dec. 9 Fri. Dec. 10 Sat. Dec. 11 

PTA Meeting  
6:30-8pm in Library (6:15 
food and conversation) 

  Gazette Deadline 5pm 
3-5 Sing-along 

K-2 Sing-along 
 

 

Mon. Dec. 13 Tues. Dec. 14 Wed. Dec. 15 Thurs. Dec. 16 Fri. Dec. 17 Sat. Dec. 18 

School Site Council 
Meeting (SSC)  

6:30-8pm Library 

English Learners 
Adv. Committee 
Meeting (ELAC) 

5:30-6:30pm 

Next Gazette issue 3-5 Sing-along  
School Advisory Cmte. 
Meeting (SAC) 5:15-6pm 

K-2 Sing-along  

MEEP Winter Festival 
2-4:30pm 

 


