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MIRALOMA GAZETTE 
MIRALOMA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  

SAN FRANCISCO, CA � DECEMBER 15, 2004  

_____________________________________________ 

Featured Staff Member 
Interview by Amy O’Hair  

Name:Name:Name:Name: Rick Greathouse 

Years at Miraloma:Years at Miraloma:Years at Miraloma:Years at Miraloma: This is my 
first year. I have taught for 
21 years, 20 of them in 
Texas. Sixteen years were in 
special education, 5 in 
general education. 

What he does:What he does:What he does:What he does: I teach a class 
for learning- disabled 
students from third to fifth 
grade who require a self-
contained classroom setting. 
It’s a class that has 
behavioral supports to 
encourage positive behavior 
and academic success. We 

work on social skills as well as academics. Some students, 
depending on their behavior, get to go into a general education 
class for short periods.  

What he enjoys about Miraloma:What he enjoys about Miraloma:What he enjoys about Miraloma:What he enjoys about Miraloma: I just moved to San Francisco. 
Until recently I didn’t really know where I was at Miraloma, just 
how to get here on the bus. Then someone showed me on a map.    

A special memory from his student days:A special memory from his student days:A special memory from his student days:A special memory from his student days: I was one of those kids 
who was always made fun of, so I know what it’s like to be in that 
situation. 

Other interests:Other interests:Other interests:Other interests: I love to go to rock concerts. When I lived in Fort 
Worth, I had to drive to Dallas to see concerts. But here I can walk 
to all these places – it’s great.  

Special Parent Education Program, Jan. 10 
Following the business portion of the PTA meeting, on Monday, 
Jan. 10, Dr. Carol Kocivar of SFUSD’s Department of Special 
Education Services will present a 25-minute video from the 
groundbreaking Developing Minds series, entitled “Mastering the 
Challenge of Reading”. This program helps parents, guardians, 
and teachers understand how each student learns, and provides 
tools and strategies to address differences in learning. Dr. Kocivar 
will be available to answer our questions afterwards. Free 
childcare and dinner for the kids. 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. in the library.  
Un programa para la educación de padre 
La asociación de Padres de Familia y Maestros (PTA) de la 
escuela Miraloma les invita a asistir un programa especial para la 
educación de padre: Dominar el Desafío de Leer (Mastering the 
Challenge of Reading), El lunes, 10 de Enero,6:30-8:30 p.m. en la 
biblioteca. Siguiente a la porción del negocio de la reunión de PTA, 
Dr. Villancico Kocivar del Departamento de SFUSD de Servicios 
Especiales de Educación presentará un video de 25 minutos de la 
serie ‘Mentes Desarrollando’ (Developing Minds). Este programa 
ayuda a padres, guardianes y a los maestros a entender cómo 
cada estudiante aprende. ¡Cuidado de niños y cena para los niños 
es gratis! 

Featured Volunteer  
Interview by LindaKay Brown 

Name:Name:Name:Name: Joan Selby 

ChildChildChildChild at Miraloma: at Miraloma: at Miraloma: at Miraloma: Skylar, in 
Ms. Huang's first-grade class. 

Years as a Miraloma family:Years as a Miraloma family:Years as a Miraloma family:Years as a Miraloma family: 
This is our second year. 

Favorite thing about Favorite thing about Favorite thing about Favorite thing about 
Miraloma:Miraloma:Miraloma:Miraloma: My favorite thing 
about Miraloma is the 
extensive parent 
involvement, which reflects 
directly on the improvements 
made throughout the school, 
for example, in the library 
and the afterschool 
programs. A close second 

would be the diversity of the school's population, from the 
students up through the faculty. 

How she volunteers at Miraloma:How she volunteers at Miraloma:How she volunteers at Miraloma:How she volunteers at Miraloma: On Mondays I volunteer in the 
library. I read to one particular class and sometimes I help with 
other classes that come in. I'm also a member of the School Site 
Council (SSC) and I attend PTA meetings. In the past I've also 
chaperoned fieldtrips. In addition, since Skylar is a special 
education/special needs child, I'm putting together a special-ed 
information and resources file that will hopefully assist other 
parents and guardians with questions they may have in these 
areas. 

The best part about volunteering:The best part about volunteering:The best part about volunteering:The best part about volunteering: It makes me feel good to see 
the children and to have a connection with my child's school. 
Although I don't see Skylar directly, I know my volunteering 
benefits the school. 

Impact volunteering has on her child:Impact volunteering has on her child:Impact volunteering has on her child:Impact volunteering has on her child: I don't see Skylar directly 
when I am at the school, because my presence throws off her day. 
But by volunteering, I've become more accessible to her teachers 
and others that work with her. Also, I've found other parents look 
out for my daughter's safety and interests, just because they see 
me regularly. You don't know happy that makes me feel. 

Advice to others:Advice to others:Advice to others:Advice to others: You don't need to do a lot to volunteer. Even if 
you come out for just one thing in the entire school year, like 
chaperoning a fieldtrip or making copies for a teacher, it has a 
positive impact on the school and your child may be proud of you. 
It sets a good example. 

Outside interests: Outside interests: Outside interests: Outside interests: Running, hiking, swimming, reading, romping 
with my family and our two dogs, and having a good laugh.  

Interested in volunteering at Miraloma? Contact Volunteer 
Coordinator Katie Handelman at 920-9593 or poppy3@jps.net 
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Winter Recess Begins Next Week 
There is no school from Dec 18 to Jan. 2. Happy Holidays! 

12月18日星期六至1月2日星期日-- 冬季假期 

Del sábado 18 de diciembre al 2 de enero 

 – Vacaciones de invierno 
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Volunteer Opportunities 
Computer Lab:Computer Lab:Computer Lab:Computer Lab:    If you can browse a Web site, you can help a class 
in the computer lab. Every classroom visits the lab at least once a 
week, and helpers are needed. Expertise in computers is not 
necessary! If you are interested, contact Patsy Taoyama at 585-
0604 or patsyjo@mac.com. 

Wednesday Envelope Stuffers:Wednesday Envelope Stuffers:Wednesday Envelope Stuffers:Wednesday Envelope Stuffers: Every Wednesday after drop-off, 
parents gather in the library to do an important service for the 
teachers, students, and families of Miraloma – collate and staple 
all the flyers, letters, and other items that go home with students 
in their Wed. envelopes. It takes just an hour, and if you can spare 
less time than that, you are still welcome to help. Meet other 
parents -- the conversation is good. No need to call -- just show up. 

 Yard Duty:  Yard Duty:  Yard Duty:  Yard Duty: Students playing in the schoolyards during morning 
recess (9:10 to 10 a.m.) and lunch recess (11:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m.) benefit from the presence of additional adult volunteers – 
especially those who can lead fun activities. Contact Marcia 
Parrott, principal, 469-4734 or volunteer coordinator Katie 
Handelman at 920-9593 or poppy3@jps.net.  

2005 Read-a-thon Coming Soon 
By Lourdes Garcia, Read-a-thon co-chair 
Spring 2005 Read-a-thon information packets will be going home 
with your children in the Wednesday envelope on Jan. 12. Your 
support is greatly needed for the success of this program. The 
read-a-thon fosters positive reading habits, promotes literacy, and 
financially supports our school’s poetry curriculum. Our primary 
goal this year is to have every child participate in the program, 
whether they solicit pledges or not. We all win by encouraging 
each child to read! 

Interested in volunteering? Please contact Lourdes Garcia at 
(510) 883-1521 or lgarcia@gdesarch.com; Leslie Thorndike at 
821-1094 or leslie@thorndiketravel.com; or Val Fachman at 585-
1221 or valenka@mac.com. Thank you for your support! 

Great Turnout on School Clean-Up Day  
By Katie Handelman, volunteer coordinator 
The school clean-up day on Saturday, Dec. 4, went very well. We 
gave all the classrooms a good cleaning as well as accomplished 
some other tasks inside and outside the school.  

I would like to thank all the volunteers who gave up their Saturday 
morning: Rick Pohl; Paul Korntheuer; Laurrie, Emma, and Eero 
Petrelli; Wandaline Perelli; Catherine Sparacino; Chester 
Hartsough; Mike Thress; Amy O’Hair and Andrew Sherman; 
Frannie Roche; Adam Gubser; Sue Schechter; Sara, Jackson, and 
Conrado Vellve; Lance and Kali Tagomori-Lai; Page and Rachel 
Edwards; the Alves de Lima family; Lorraine Woodruff-Long; Ed 
Farebrother; Kathleen Wydler; and of course Marcia Parrott who 
let us in and gave us the direction we needed. We couldn’t have 
done it without all of you!  The next school clean up is scheduled 
for Saturday, Mar. 5. Mark your calendars now. See you there! 

 

Katie 
Handelman 
got down to 
some 
cleaning – 
excavating 
the parent 
room fridge. 

Membership in the PTA 
By LindaKay Brown, PTA VP of Membership 
Maybe you were waiting to see what your schedule was going to 
be like, missed the form in September, or became a part of the 
Miraloma community after school began, but it's never too late to 
join the PTA! 

The Miraloma PTA invites you to help produce the events that 
build and reinforce our community and support for the enrichment 
programs that otherwise would be beyond our school's reach.  

Membership is not required to attend PTA meetings or to 
volunteer at the school, but joining does give you the opportunity 
to help prioritize goals and vote on the group's budget, 
expenditures, and leadership (or to become an officer yourself). 

Join us on Monday, Jan. 10 in the library from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
for our first general meeting of 2005. The meeting will be 
extended 30 minutes for parent education program (see article on 
page 1). Come at 6:15 to socialize. The PTA will provide childcare 
and pizza for the kids.  

Bookmaking Workshop Was a Success 
By Kristin Silverman, Miraloma Art Committee 
On Nov. 18, the Miraloma Art Committee sponsored a workshop 
on bookmaking to kick off the art carts. More than a dozen 
parents and teachers participated in the workshop led by Kathy 
Miranker from San Francisco Center for the Book. She showed us 
myriad ways to cut and fold a single piece of paper to form 
fabulous books. If you would like to help with art cart projects in 
the classroom, please contact me at 587-6289 or 
kcps@sbcglobal.net. 

 

Workshop leader Kathy Miranker (r) helped Kath Wydler with a 
complicated fold. 

 

Parent participants Linda Kahrau-Rodriguez and Valerie Fachman  
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Online Gift-Wrap Sales Still Benefit Miraloma  
Until Jan. 15 our school continues to earn 50% on all your 
purchases of Sally Foster gift wrap and other gift-related items at 
www.sallyfoster.com. Enter our account number, 760353, at 
checkout. 

Annual Giving Campaign – Almost There! 
By Ellie Rossiter, PTA VP of Fundraising 
Thank you! We’ve exceeded 90% of our $11,500 goal for this 
year’s Annual Giving Campaign. Thank you for adding to every 
child’s education at Miraloma School. The $10,439 we’ve 
collected so far will provide each student 15 weeks of dance, 
rhythm, or musical theater classes taught by professional artists-
in-residence. 

$1,061

$10,439

Our Goal is $11,500

Annual Giving 2004 Supporting 
San Francisco Arts Education Project 

As of
11/28/04

Amount Still
Needed 

 
With your help, we will also fund year-end choral classes for the 
upper grade levels and professional development for all of our 
teachers. This is an expansion of last year’s program and is part of 
the long-term vision of arts education at Miraloma School. 

As we reach the end of the calendar year, your tax-deductible 
contribution will allow us to make all of this possible. By 
contributing you give Miraloma students the gift of academic 
enrichment. If you have already donated, please consider making 
another contribution. Any size donation is appreciated. 

Please make your check payable to Miraloma School PTA, seal it 
in an envelope marked “Annual Giving Campaign”, and return it in 
your child’s Wednesday envelope. Or mail it to Miraloma PTA, 175 
Omar Way, San Francisco, CA 94127. Thank you. 

Please note that companies often match their employee’s 
charitable gifts, so ask if yours does. The Miraloma School PTA tax 
ID number is 94-6184034. 

GATE: Frequently Asked Questions 
This is part of a regular series presenting answers to frequently 
asked questions about the Gifted and Talented Education (GATE) 
programs in the San Francisco Unified School District. 
Fourth/fifth-grade teacher Kay Kirman is the coordinator for 
Miraloma’s GATE program. 

When can students be retested for GATE identification?When can students be retested for GATE identification?When can students be retested for GATE identification?When can students be retested for GATE identification? 

Starting in the fifth grade, students who are referred can be 
retested throughout the year until April. Once retested, they must 
wait one full year for any additional testing if they have not been 
identified. But their score becomes one point of four needed for 
identification by the site-based identification team. 

Next issue: What is the difference between Honors and GATE 
programs? 

Winter Recess Fun for Families  
Hundreds of fun ideas for families and kids can be found on the 
mom-run Web site, www.gokid.org www.gokid.org www.gokid.org www.gokid.org – everything from winter camps 
and holiday activities, to parent stress-busters and safety tips. 
There are also gift-making and craft ideas, information on where 

to catch spectacular lighting displays, creative gift ideas, and 
where you can visit Santa around the Bay Area. And it is not just 
for little kids – there are resources for the needs of older kids and 
teens, plus classes, sports, outdoor activities, and suggestions for 
where to eat out with kids.  

Students’ Corner 

Several students in Ms. 
Salomon’s fifth-grade class took 

on an extra project to extend their learning about volcanoes by 
creating their own functioning models that use baking soda and 
vinegar for the flowing lava. 

________________________________________________________ 

Student Council Notes 

A Note from the SecretaryA Note from the SecretaryA Note from the SecretaryA Note from the Secretary    
By Jennifer Yu, fifth-grade student 
My name is Jennifer Yu and I am the Secretary of the Miraloma 
School Student Council. My job is to take notes about whatever 
we do at the council meetings. The meetings are on Tuesdays, in 
room 14. Ms. Campbell is the leader of the Student Council. In the 
Student Council these days we are preparing Spirit Days. 

Update from the Faculty LeaderUpdate from the Faculty LeaderUpdate from the Faculty LeaderUpdate from the Faculty Leader    
By Elyse Campbell, third/fourth-grade teacher 
It has been a pleasure working with this enthusiastic group! They 
have so many ideas for making Miraloma an even better school. 
They collected ideas for Spirit Days, voted on the best ones, and 
picked days to have them, then made posters and hung them 
around the school. These leaders are off to a great start! 

Editor’s note: The next School Spirit Day is tomorrow, Thursday, 
Dec. 16 – all students, wear your favorite color! 

Miraloma Art Committee Report 
By Leslie Kirk Campbell, Miraloma Art Committee 
The Teachers Art Committee (TAC) and the Parent Art Committee 
(PAC) met for an informative and productive meeting on Monday, 
Nov.9, when the group decided to consolidate and rename 
themselves the Miraloma Art Committee (MAC). Everyone is 
excited to be working together with shared goals and shared 
enthusiasm. Key art contacts are: Tanya Gubser, performing arts 
(SF Arts Education); Leslie Campbell, poetry; Kristin Silverman, 
visual arts and art carts; Catherine Sparacino, art supply room; 
Heidi Edwards, assemblies; Laurrie Petrelli, hall displays; and 
Stacy Moore, Youth Arts Festival. Becca Freitag and Kelley 
Lehman represent the teachers. The Art Cart project kicks off in 
January with bookmaking. 40 parents have identified themselves 
as classroom volunteers for the bookmaking projects. For more 
info, see the minutes on the Art Board outside the office. To 
volunteer to help with the art carts, contact, Kristin Silverman at 
587-6289 or kcps@sbcglobal.net. The next MAC meeting is 
Monday, Feb. 7. 
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Afterschool Activities  
Find out more about these and other afterschool activities in the 
blue Miraloma Elementary School Family Handbook.  

Cassandra Chan teaches MEEP’s afterschool Chinese class. 

Kay Kirman teaches her guitar students in the auditorium.    

Cecilia Guachalla with her beginning Spanish class.    

 

MEEP’s Winter Festival Cancelled 
MEEP’s Winter Festival planned for the Dec. 17, has been 
cancelled. If you have questions, please contact Diane Carpio, 
event coordinator, at 566-2316 or carpihole@aol.com.  

Correction 
We would like to acknowledge that it was, in fact, Ariane Li who 
sang “Teen Titan” at the Talent Show on Nov. 17. 

Parents’ Corner  
►Jaimi Guevara, mother of Nina, room 103, makes and sells 
delightful little creatures called Teetrees. Visit her website at 
www.teetreesworld.com, where you will also find stories, games, 
and activities for kids featuring the creatures.  

Upcoming Gardening Date – Saturday, Jan. 8 
From 10 a.m. to noon on Saturday, Jan. 8, please join other 
volunteers to work on gardening tasks around the school. 
Questions? Contact Paul Korntheuer, paul@rarefaction.com. 

Parent/Guardian-Principal Chat This Friday 
Join other parents for a casual conversation with the principal, on 
Friday, Dec. 17, 8:15 to 9:00 a.m. in room 109 (MEEP). Refresh-
ments will be served. 

Join the Miraloma Email Listserv  
The listserv is a venue for school-related and community 
announcements. All interested teachers, parents, guardians, 
students, community members, and prospective parents are 
welcome to join. Subscribing is easy to do. Send a blank email to: 
miralomaschoolmiralomaschoolmiralomaschoolmiralomaschool----subscribe@yahoogroups.com subscribe@yahoogroups.com subscribe@yahoogroups.com subscribe@yahoogroups.com     

Follow the instructions you receive. Or visit: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/miralomaschool/ http://groups.yahoo.com/group/miralomaschool/ http://groups.yahoo.com/group/miralomaschool/ http://groups.yahoo.com/group/miralomaschool/     

If you join by email, you do not need to have a Yahoo ID. But to 
access the list members’ Web site, you will need to go through the 
Yahoo ID process in addition to subscribing by email. Go to Web 
site listed above. Your email address will not be shared. If you 
have problems or questions, please contact either of list-owners, 
Andrew Keeler at ak@keelerkom.com or Lucy Pozzoni  at 
thescottsat@sbcglobal.net.  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    
Submission Guidelines: Submission Guidelines: Submission Guidelines: Submission Guidelines: In order to ensure sufficient space for 
your article, please submit a proposal (with estimated size) by 10 
a.m. Monday, Jan. 3. This is the first day back after the winter 
recess. Then submit the full article by 5 p.m., Thursday, Jan. 6. 
The next issue is Jan. 12.  

All submissions are welcome and are subject to approval by the All submissions are welcome and are subject to approval by the All submissions are welcome and are subject to approval by the All submissions are welcome and are subject to approval by the 
school administration.school administration.school administration.school administration. Place submissions or proposals in 
envelope marked “Gazette” that is hanging in office, call Amy 
O’Hair at 334-5154, or email miralomagazette@yahoo.com  

Photo credits this issue:Photo credits this issue:Photo credits this issue:Photo credits this issue: Wandaline Perelli and Amy O’Hair. 

Heartfelt thanks to Anita Dennis for meticulous proofreading 

 
  Wed. Dec. 15 Thurs. Dec. 16 Fri. Dec. 17 Sat. Dec. 18 

   3-5 Sing-along 
SCHOOL SPIRIT DAY 
Wear your favorite color 

K-2 Sing-along 
Parent-Principal Chat 

8:15-9am, rm 109 

 

                                                                        Winter Recess Dec. 18 to Jan. 2 

Mon. Jan. 3 Tues. Jan. 4 Wed. Jan. 5 Thurs. Jan. 6 Fri. Jan. 7 Sat. Jan. 8 

Return from Winter 
Recess 

  3-5 Sing-along 
 Gazette Deadline 5pm 

K-2 Sing-along Gardening Date 
10am-noon 

Mon. Jan. 10 Tue. Jan. 11 Wed. Jan. 12 Thurs. Jan. 13 Fri. Jan. 14 Sat. Jan. 15 

PTA Meeting  
6:30-8:30pm in Library (6:15 

food and conversation) 

 Next Gazette issue 

 
3-5 Sing-along 

 
K-2 Sing-along 

 
 


