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MIRALOMA GAZETTE 
MIRALOMA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  

SAN FRANCISCO, CA �  FEBRUARY 10, 2005  

_____________________________________________ 

Featured Staff Member 

Interview by Amy O’Hair 

Name:Name:Name:Name: Talat Jabbar  

Years at Miraloma:Years at Miraloma:Years at Miraloma:Years at Miraloma: I’ve been a 
teacher here since 1992, though 
I substituted here before that. I 
was also a parent here from 
1988 to 1997 – all three of my 
children went to Miraloma, 
although I only had one of them 
as a student. 

What she does:What she does:What she does:What she does: I teach third 
grade in room 101. I have also 
taught fifth and second grades. 

Although I took my 
undergraduate and graduate degrees in Karachi, Pakistan, I took 
my teaching credential at San Francisco State, after I moved here 
25 years ago.  

I’m on the Math Committee here, and I run the staff Social 
Committee, which arranges parties and celebrations. This year I 
am facilitating the SF Education Fund grant for our poetry 
program, having taken it over from Rose Berryessa, who left last 
year. I’ve worked on the Family Nights, in math and reading, in 
previous years. I’ve been on the SSC, and I was active in the PTA 
when I was a parent here. I’ve also been on the Union Board 
Committee at Miraloma and various curriculum committees at the 
district level. 

What she enjoys about Miraloma:What she enjoys about Miraloma:What she enjoys about Miraloma:What she enjoys about Miraloma: I love the location. I live close 
by. The site is very nice – it’s an amazing building. I like to work in 
a nice environment.  

I also like that Miraloma represents the population of the city. I 
didn’t grow up in the U.S., but here I can get to know students and 
families of diverse backgrounds. That diversity is one of the 
reasons I sent my kids to public schools.    

A special memory from her student days:A special memory from her student days:A special memory from her student days:A special memory from her student days: I remember my 
kindergarten and third-grade teachers; I can still see their faces. I 
remember them in a positive light. They were very nice to me.  

Other interests:Other interests:Other interests:Other interests: So many! I love foreign films and books, especially 
mysteries. I love Masterpiece Theatre on TV. I like sewing projects. 
And I am told I’m a great cook! I enjoy cooking all sorts of foods, 
but I always give them a special touch, something Pakistani. 

Valentine's Candy Sales a Success 
By Janet Razvaliaeff 
Thanks to all the families who have taken part in the See's Candy 
Sales Drive. Everyone did a great job! Because of your active 
participation, we raised more than $1,600 for the Art Cart 
Program. Congratulations to Jade Cherfils, kindergartener in Ms. 
Krueger's class, for being our top seller! You all should have 
received your orders by now – if not, please contact Tala 
Hartsough at talahartsough@mac.com or Janet Razvaliaeff at 
648-0697 with any questions or concerns. 

Featured Volunteer  

Interview by LindaKay 
Brown 
Name:Name:Name:Name: Paul Korntheuer  

Child at Miraloma:Child at Miraloma:Child at Miraloma:Child at Miraloma: Emma 
Korntheuer, first grade. 

Years as a Miraloma Years as a Miraloma Years as a Miraloma Years as a Miraloma 
family:family:family:family: This is our second 
year.  

Favorite thing about Favorite thing about Favorite thing about Favorite thing about 
Miraloma:Miraloma:Miraloma:Miraloma: Besides the 
people (who are 
wonderful), the school is 
within visual range of our 
home – not that that 
helps us get to school on 
time…. 

How he volunteers at Miraloma:How he volunteers at Miraloma:How he volunteers at Miraloma:How he volunteers at Miraloma: Last year I created a Gardening 
Committee to help support Miraloma’s environmental educator 
(last year it was Molly Barr, this year it is Sybil Tate) and help clean 
up the grounds around our school. With other Miraloma parents, I 
coordinate various grounds-keeping jobs to be done on the first 
Saturday of each month.  

The best part about volunteering:The best part about volunteering:The best part about volunteering:The best part about volunteering: I like that warm and fuzzy 
feeling I get inside and knowing that I am helping to create an 
environment in which children can learn about their themselves 
and their world. Some children need a more tactile environment to 
help them understand math, language, and geography concepts. 
Working with plants and soil outside supports the academic 
process that takes place inside the classroom.  

Impact volunteering has on his child:Impact volunteering has on his child:Impact volunteering has on his child:Impact volunteering has on his child: Emma has enjoyed spending 
time with me weeding the gardens and picking up trash. It has 
helped instill in her a sense of pride for her school and an 
understanding that it’s not just a place where we drop her off to 
be taught academics for the day, but a place that we, as a family, 
are a part of. 

Outside interests:Outside interests:Outside interests:Outside interests: Digging in the dirt in my own backyard, Mac 
OS/X, eating pizza at Pauline's, hiking, and frustrating my wife 
with the new Tivo unit I bought her for Christmas!  
Interested in volunteering at Miraloma? Contact Volunteer 
Coordinator Katie Handelman at 920-9593 or poppy3@jps.net. 

Parent Education Program, Monday, Feb. 14 
By Kath Wydler, PTA vice president, programs 

Be the Parent You AlwaysBe the Parent You AlwaysBe the Parent You AlwaysBe the Parent You Always Wanted to Be Wanted to Be Wanted to Be Wanted to Be    
Following the business portion of the PTA meeting, Yvonne 
Madera-Jaffe, M.F.T., and Malcolm Gaines, Psy. D., will present an 
hour-long workshop. Recognizing that parenting can be the most 
wonderful and yet most challenging job a person can have, they 
will discuss discipline and setting limits with your child, techniques 
for handling school problems, and how to promote your child’s 
self-esteem. This presentation will help you: [Cont’d next page] 

• Understand what’s behind your child’s words and actions, 

• Learn creative ways to communicate with your child, and 

• Rediscover the joy of relating to your kids. 

Monday, Feb. 14, 6:30–8:30 p.m. in the library. Free childcare 
and dinner for the kids. Bring your partner and share the love of 
learning!  

Presidents Day Is Monday, Feb. 21  
There is no school on that day. 

2月21日，星期一 總統日 
Lunes 21 de febrero – Día del Presidente  

No hay escuela que día. 
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Lunar New Year Lion Dance on Feb. 18, 10 a.m. 
Miraloma’s traditional celebration of the Lunar New Year will take 
place in the yard on Friday, Feb. 18 at 10 a.m. A troop of lion 
dancers will entertain students, teachers, and any parents or 
guardians who would like to attend. 

Read-a-thon Week Two – Read Until Feb. 18! 

By Lourdes Garcia  
Don’t forget, it’s reading time!  Read as much as possible until 
Feb. 18. And it’s not too late to get pledges. This is a great 
opportunity to celebrate and reward your child's reading efforts, 
and it is gratifying for your child to raise money for the school –   
your support is needed for the success of this program.   

Also, check out bookworm in front of the library – it’s growing at a 
rapid pace! Extra cards are available in the library for those who 
did not receive one or have misplaced them.  Please remember 
that all the money collected from the read-a-thon goes to the 
poetry program. Forms and money are due back by Feb. 24. We 
announce winners on Mar. 1. If you have questions, contact 
Lourdes Garcia at lgarcia@gdesarch.com or 285-8358. 

Miraloma Room Parents 

By Leslie Kirk Campbell 
In previous years, there have been room parents for some 
classrooms and not others. But as of last month, Kate Handelman 
(Volunteer Coordinator, PTA) and Leslie Campbell (Parent 
Involvement Chair, SSC) have helped to organize a school-wide 
room-parent network.  Every classroom now has at least one room 
parent. Room parents from every classroom met for the first time 
last month and received a draft of a room-parent handbook which 
Kate and Leslie will be developing for next year.  

Room parent responsibilities include supporting teachers when 
they need parent volunteers, working with the teacher to create 
class rosters, and communicating with families about school-wide 
events. For further information, contact Kate at 920-9593 or 
poppy3@jps.net or Leslie at 285-1926 leslie@ripefruitwriting.com. 

Teacher Teacher Teacher Teacher -------- Room Parent(s) Room Parent(s) Room Parent(s) Room Parent(s): 
Ms. Freitag -- Sylvia Ciofalo-Guell and Frannie Roche 
Ms. Howard -- Sue Schechter, Terri Shearer 
Ms. Krueger -- Gina Cicciarelli 
Ms. Huang -- Kate Handelman and Janet Razvaliaeff 
Ms. Lehman -- Chester Hartsough 
Mr. Marples -- Linda Kaurau-Rodriguez and Lucy Pozzoni 
Ms. Vezinaw -- Lisa Petrie 
Ms. Rosen -- Leslie Campbell and Linda Kaurau-Rodriguez 
Ms. Shivers -- Rebecca Hilario 
Ms. Jabbar -- Renee Hutchins  
Ms. Lim -- Heidi Edwards and Laurrie Petrelli 
Ms. Campbell -- Wandaline Perelli 
Ms. Salomon -- Maria Diestra and Ann Barnett 
Ms. Kirman -- Ayana Finones 
Mr. Greathouse -- Joan Selby 

Students’ Corner: The Student Council 
Student Council Members, 2004Student Council Members, 2004Student Council Members, 2004Student Council Members, 2004----2005:2005:2005:2005:    

Room 14:Room 14:Room 14:Room 14: Karry Jane Farebrother and Leah Fisse 

Room 101:Room 101:Room 101:Room 101: Michelle Chin 

Room 105:Room 105:Room 105:Room 105: Natalie Kaliss and Molly Fitzsimmons 

Room 10:Room 10:Room 10:Room 10: Alan Ly (vice president), David Liang, and Megan Lee 

Room 12:Room 12:Room 12:Room 12: Geoffrey Simpson (first semester president), Louis 
Wong (treasurer), Jennifer Yu (secretary), and Erica Won (second 
semester president) 

Here are the thoughts of Miraloma’s Student Council members Here are the thoughts of Miraloma’s Student Council members Here are the thoughts of Miraloma’s Student Council members Here are the thoughts of Miraloma’s Student Council members 
during a recent meeting:during a recent meeting:during a recent meeting:during a recent meeting:    

Every Student Council member is known for their talent. –Louis 
Wong, fifth-grade student 

The Student Council makes all the posters for Spirit Days and 
hangs them up. –Karry Jane Farebrother, fourth-grade student 

We are a strong group and we can help out school. – Molly 
Fitzsimmons, third-grade student 

We pass on information to each other and to our classes. –
Jennifer Yu, fifth-grade student 

We are a responsible group because we always go to meetings 
and we know when they are. –Natalie Kaliss, third-grade student 

The Student Council is smart because they came up with all of the 
Spirit Days and which days they would be on. –Geoffrey Simpson, 
fifth-grade student 

I enjoy going to the other classes and reminding them of the Spirit 
Days, like Pajama Day. –Erica Won, fifth-grade student 

I like student council because I like to help the school. –David 
Liang, fourth-grade student 

The Student Council never gives up! –Alan Ly, fourth-grade 
student 

I like Student Council because I get to spend time with my friends 
and help to make the school a better place. –Michelle Chin, third-
grade student 

The Student Council works hard getting Spirit Days set up and 
working at school events. –Aaron Wang, fifth-grade student 

It has been great working with this intelligent, motivated, and 
enthusiastic group of leaders. They have so many ideas for our 
school. They’re a fantastic group. – Ms. Campbell, Student Council 
leader    

Ms. Campbell, at rear, with the 2004-2005 Student Council. Front 
row, L to R: Karry Jane Farebrother, Erica Won, Michelle Chin, 
Molly Fitzsimmons, Natalie Kaliss. Back row, L to R: David Liang, 
Aaron Wang, Geoffrey Simpson, Louis Wong, Jennifer Yu, Alan Ly.  

Crazy-Hat School Spirit Day is Thursday, Feb. 17 

Wear your crazy hats! Cowboy hats, top hats, turbans, Mickey 
Mouse ears, baseball hats, whirly-gig beanie hats, fedoras, 
pillboxes, Turkish fezzes, raccoon hats, Juliet caps, French berets, 
hoods from the ‘hood, bonnets, watch caps, whatever you’ve got! 

Principal’s Corner 
Thank you for your generous donations to the American Red 
Cross Tsunami Relief fund. Our school raised $300 to help 
families who were affected to begin to recover and rebuild. 

Last weekend there was a wonderful community spirit at the 
school while we created a safe and healthy environment. Inside, 
staff and parents spent the morning learning CPR together. 
Outside, a hard-working, committed group of parents lead by Paul 
Korntheuer and Sybil Tate, our resident gardener, created four 
new garden beds. Events like these make our school a very 
special place. Thank you all for your efforts, commitment, and 
dedication. 

--Marcia Parrott 
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Winter Music Festival 
On Friday Feb. 28, all third-, fourth-, and fifth-grade music 
students gathered in the auditorium to present the music they 
have been working on since the beginning of the school year. 

The recorder players filled the stage. 

Flutists played by themselves as well as with the recorder players. 

The second-year violinists. 

Fifth-grade students Erica Won and Fanny Chen, playing with 
concentration. 

 

Winter Music Festival, Cont’dWinter Music Festival, Cont’dWinter Music Festival, Cont’dWinter Music Festival, Cont’d  

Alice Mosley (left) 
directed the 
concert. She is the 
district music 
teacher and gives 
instruction in flute, 
violin, and recorder. 
She has been 
teaching at 
Miraloma for four 
years. 

 

Turn In Your Yearbook Orders by Mar. 11 
By Patsy Taoyama 
Place your orders now for the Miraloma School Yearbook! We only 
receive a few extra copies and each year they sell out fast, so it is 
important that you prepreprepre----order to guarantee you will receive a copyorder to guarantee you will receive a copyorder to guarantee you will receive a copyorder to guarantee you will receive a copy. 
Yearbooks cost $14 each and will be available sometime in May,  
Please make checks payable to the Miraloma PTA, place in an 
envelope with your name, child’s name, and room number on the 
outside. Send back with the Wednesday envelope or place in 
parent mailbox in the office. Orders are due by Friday, Mar. 11. 

English Learners Advisory Committee (ELAC) 
Meets Feb. 22 This group advises the principal and the 

School Site Council on issues relating to the needs of English 
language students. The next meeting is Tuesday, Feb. 22, from 
6:30 to 7:30 p.m., in the parent room. 

Sesione del Comité Consejero para Estudiantes 
Aprendiendo Inglés (ELAC) 22 de febrero 
Este grupo recomienda a la directora y a los miembros del comité 
directivo en la forma en que se deben de responder las 
necesidades de los estudiantes que están aprendiendo inglés, 
para que se especifique en el Plan Académico. Martes, 22 de 
febrero, de las 6:30-7:30 p.m. en el salon de los padres. 

（ELAC） 校

校決 供 見， 決校 計

。 2 22 6 30 7 30 ，在家長╱監

護人室或校長室舉行 – 

Chloe's Closet PTA Fundraiser 
By Sue Schechter 
Chloe's Closet, a children's consignment store in Bernal Heights, 
has set up an account for the Miraloma PTA. If you bring in infant 
and children's items (in good shape) and they accept the item, 
when they are sold they will give Miraloma PTA 60% of the sale. 
This is an easy, simple, ongoing, and very rewarding fundraiser. It 
lets you pass on some of the wonderful children's items you have 
been reluctant to just give away. Contact Chloe's Closet at 642-
3300 to find out dates and times they will accept donations. The 
store is at 451 Cortland Ave., at Moultrie. 

Volunteer Opportunities     
Yard Duty: This is the area where volunteer help is most needed Yard Duty: This is the area where volunteer help is most needed Yard Duty: This is the area where volunteer help is most needed Yard Duty: This is the area where volunteer help is most needed 
right now! right now! right now! right now! Students playing in the yards during morning recess 
(9:10 to 10 a.m.) and lunch recess (11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.) 
benefit immensely from the presence of additional adult 
volunteers – especially those who can lead simple, fun activities 
or games. Contact Volunteer Coordinator Katie Handelman at 
920-9593 or poppy3@jps.net. 

GATE: Frequently Asked Questions will return in a 
future issue of the Gazette. 
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Grounds Committee Meets Feb. 10 

The grounds committee, whichis woorking to improve the school 
yards and grounds by planning changes and seeking grants, will 
meet on Thursday, Feb. 10, from 5:30 to 7 p.m. in the library. 
Committee member Adam Gubser will lead a brainstorming 
session on the kindergarten yard renovation plan. 

Seen On The Yard 

Kindergarteners Jackson Velve and Adrienne Long get a chance 
to play on the big kids’ play structure. 

First graders Melissa Rodriguez and Jonah Bentzien in conference 
on the kindergarten play structure. 

Parents’ Corner  
Angie Doctor and John Paddock, parents of Jackson Paddock, first 
grader, participated in a tsunami relief benefit concert with their 
jazz vocal group "Clockwork" on Jan. 23 that raised $13,000 to 
send to the victims of the recent. The money was sent to C.A.R.E. 
Many groups donated  time and talent. A second relief concert is 
Tuesday, Mar. 8. Info at www.clockworksingers.com 

The Puzzler will return in the next issue. 

Goodbye Blacktop, Hello Green Plants 
School district workers chopped up the blacktop from areas on 
the west side of the school to make way for four new garden beds, 
which will be used to grow plants by our environmental educator, 
Sybil Tate, during her time with classes. Parent volunteers 
removed the pieces to be hauled away. Many thanks to Paul 
Korntheuer for helping make this happen. 

On Saturday, Feb. 5, many parents showed up to remove the 
blacktop pieces and layers of dirt. 

Some of the hardworking dads who helped (L to R): Paul 
Korntheuer, Rick Pohl, Bill Jones, Dave Wells, Mike Thress, 
Chester Hartsough, and Eric Cuneo. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    
Submission Guidelines: Submission Guidelines: Submission Guidelines: Submission Guidelines: In order to ensure sufficient space for 
your article, please submit a proposal with estimated size by 
Monday, Feb. 14, 10 a.m. Then submit the full article by the 
deadline, Thursday, Feb. 17, 5 p.m.. The next issue is Feb. 23.  

All submissions are welcome and are subject to approval by the All submissions are welcome and are subject to approval by the All submissions are welcome and are subject to approval by the All submissions are welcome and are subject to approval by the 
school administration.school administration.school administration.school administration. Place submissions or proposals in folder 
marked “Gazette” in office on left of mailboxes, or call Amy O’Hair 
at 334-5154, or amy@ohair-sherman.com 

Photos: Photos: Photos: Photos: Karry Jane Farebrother, Wandaline Perelli, Amy O’Hair 

The editor thanks Anita Dennis for her meticulous proofreading  

  Wed. Feb. 9 Thurs. Feb. 10 Fri. Feb. 11 Sat. Feb. 12 
 

TTTThe Lost and Found is overflowing! he Lost and Found is overflowing! he Lost and Found is overflowing! he Lost and Found is overflowing! 
Check for your child’s belongings.Check for your child’s belongings.Check for your child’s belongings.Check for your child’s belongings.    

  

Lunar New Year 
NO SCHOOL 

3-5 Sing-along 
 Grounds Committee Meets 

Library, 5:30-7pm 

K-2 Sing-along  

Mon. Feb. 14 Tue. Feb. 15 Wed. Feb. 16 Thurs. Feb. 17 Fri. Feb. 18 Sat. Feb. 19 

 PTA Meets 
6:30-8:30pm in Library (6:15 

food and conversation) 

  

 
3-5 Sing-along 

Gazette Deadline 5pm 
K-2 Sing-along 

Lion Dance in the yard, 10am 
Reading Ends for Read-a-thon 

 

Mon. Feb. 21 Tue. Feb. 22 Wed. Feb. 23 Thurs. Feb. 24 Fri. Feb. 25 Sat. Feb. 26 

President’s Day 

NO SCHOOL 

 Next Gazette issue 3-5 Sing-along 
 

K-2 Sing-along 
Parent-Principal Chat 8:15am 

Book Fair starts today 

 


