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MIRALOMA GAZETTE 
MIRALOMA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  

SAN FRANCISCO, CA � FEBRUARY 23, 2005  

_____________________________________________ 

Featured Staff Member 
Interview by Amy O’Hair 

Name:Name:Name:Name: Linda Kesler 

Years at Miraloma:Years at Miraloma:Years at Miraloma:Years at Miraloma: Five. 

What she does:What she does:What she does:What she does: I am a Resource 
Specialist. I work with children 
who have learning differences. I 
collaborate with Mrs. Bella, the 
Resource paraprofessional at 
Miraloma, the Speech Therapist, 
Occupational Therapists, and 
with teachers to implement 
students' Individual Education 
Programs (IEP). An IEP is an 
individualized plan for every 
student who qualifies under 
state and federal laws for special education services. 

I also help assess students to determine their eligibility for Special 
Education Services. I try to serve as a resource for teachers about 
their students' learning styles, and to answer the questions of 
parents who've been through the Student Success Team (SST) 
process for their child.  

My goal is to help students understand their own learning styles, 
their own strengths and weaknesses. I want to help build self-
awareness and, as a result, self-confidence. 

What she enjoys about Miraloma:What she enjoys about Miraloma:What she enjoys about Miraloma:What she enjoys about Miraloma: I like many things here, but what 
comes to mind is that I feel there is a balance between 
individualizing instruction for students and building a sense of 
school community. There is a growing sense here of Miraloma as a 
community. 

A special memory from her student days:A special memory from her student days:A special memory from her student days:A special memory from her student days: As a child I went to a 
school that was grades 1-12, all in one building. My father was the 
principal, and my mother worked in the cafeteria washing dishes. 
Other relatives were teachers, and one was a guidance counselor. I 
was lucky because I learned to see the school community from 
diverse perspectives. 

In high school in the mid-60s I helped organize numerous student 
actions, one being about the dress codes. We had to wear skirts 
that touched the floor when kneeling! Another big issue was the 
content of our student newspaper. We wanted to do more than 
cover proms and basketball. Of course, all of this led to lively 
discussions at home! 

Other interests:Other interests:Other interests:Other interests: I enjoy being in nature—hiking and camping. 

Editor’s note: further information about the programs mentioned in 
this profile is available in the blue Miraloma Family Handbook.  

Featured Volunteer  
Interview by Leslie Kirk Campbell 

Name:Name:Name:Name: Linda Kahrau-Rodriguez 

ChilChilChilChildren at Miraloma:dren at Miraloma:dren at Miraloma:dren at Miraloma: Melissa, 
first grade, and William, second 
grade 

Years as a Miraloma Family:Years as a Miraloma Family:Years as a Miraloma Family:Years as a Miraloma Family: 
Three. 

Favorite things about Miraloma:Favorite things about Miraloma:Favorite things about Miraloma:Favorite things about Miraloma: 
There is a fantastic group of 
people, parents and staff, 
working hard together to make 
the learning environment better 
for all the children at Miraloma. 
When I went to school, we had 
assemblies that brought the 
school community closer together. We’ve made great strides in this 
area, bringing people together beyond academics. The Spring 
Festival is a wonderful example of this. It’s all about the students 
and their families. I’m also thankful that I can go into my children’s 
classrooms not just for them but for their peers. This empowers 
everyone, the teachers, the parents and the children.  

How she volunteers at Miraloma:How she volunteers at Miraloma:How she volunteers at Miraloma:How she volunteers at Miraloma: I volunteer in the classroom doing 
art projects, chaperoning field-trips, tutoring students every 
morning, assisting teachers when necessary, directing the rummage 
sale, managing the food for the Spring Festival, and auditing for the 
PTA.  

The best part of volunThe best part of volunThe best part of volunThe best part of volunteeringteeringteeringteering is being able to be with my children in 
their environment.  

Impact volunteering has on her children:Impact volunteering has on her children:Impact volunteering has on her children:Impact volunteering has on her children: It makes a huge difference. 
They see me in their daily lives, and it makes them feel special. 

Advice to new volunteers:Advice to new volunteers:Advice to new volunteers:Advice to new volunteers: It’s very important that parents try to see 
how their children learn with their peers. Only in elementary school 
is this even possible. It’s for you and your child. These are moments 
neither of you will ever forget. 

Other interests:Other interests:Other interests:Other interests: I am a defender of the unjustly treated. I enjoy snow 
skiing, water skiing, hiking, and all sports. I love to go to estate sales 
and to cultural and food outings with my family. I especially love to 
spend time with my children without a schedule and to experience 
life through them. 

Family School Clean-Up Day Is Next Week 
Put it on your calendars – Saturday, Mar. 5, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Help 
clean classrooms, fulfill teachers’ cleaning requests, and tidy the 
grounds. The PTA provides breakfast foods and coffee. To 
participate, just show up. You may also bring a healthy breakfast 
food to share. If you have questions, contact Katie Handelman at 
920-9593 or poppy3@jps.net . 

2005年3月5日星期六 學校清掃 

歡迎所有家屬來幫忙! 幫忙使學校成為一乾淨場所 – 

教室, 操場, 庭院. 早上9時至下午1時.  

La Limpieza general De la Escuela -- la semana próxima 

– Sábado, 5 de marcha, ¡Todas las familias estan invitadas a 
ayudar! Salones de clase, el patio de juego, los pasillos. De 9 a 1pm 
sábado 5 de marcha, 2004. 

Family Science Night Is Wednesday, Mar. 9 

Light supper at 5:30 p.m. in the cafeteria, then fun science 
activities for you and your child until 8 p.m. Details on page 2. 

季家 。 季 可看  

麼 ： 晚 ，  

， ， 

3 9 ， 家 ， 5 30 8  

La noche de las ciencias para las familiasLa noche de las ciencias para las familiasLa noche de las ciencias para las familiasLa noche de las ciencias para las familias es 
miércoles 9 de marzo. Este evento es similar al de la noche de 
lectura. Se servirá cena, actividades entretenidas y educativas. 
5:30 a 8 p.m. 
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Family Science Night Is Coming, Mar. 9 

On Wednesday, Mar. 9, come to school with your child and discover 
the fun of science! At 5:30 p.m. there will be a light supper in the 
cafeteria, followed by a variety of activities: four rooms of science 
activities to share, a science fair in the gym, Scholastic Book Fair in 
the library, and, Sidewalk Astronomers will be set up out in the yard 
to let you have a peek at the stars! The Science Night ends at 8 p.m. 
We ask that, for safety reasons, you accompany your child to all 
activities. 

Book Fair To Begin This Friday  
By Wandaline Perelli, Scholastic Book Fair Chair 
In conjunction with the upcoming Family Science Night, there will be 
a Scholastic Book Fair in the library from Friday, Feb. 25, through 
Wednesday, Mar. 9. The theme this season is “Read a great tale,” 
and includes many stories about dogs, cats, rabbits, fish, and other 
animals and pets. There will be Caldecott and Newbury award 
winners, and many series and picture books.  

The book fair will be open weekday mornings until 11:30 a.m., 
afternoons 1:30- 3 p.m., and on Family Science Night (Mar. 9) from 
6 to 8:30 p.m. Your child will be making a wish list in the first week 
of the book fair and bringing it home. Look for it and send money 
back with your child so s/he can buy those books. 

Thank you for reading! 
By Lourdes Garcia, Read-a-thon Co-Chair 
Thanks to all parents and children who participated in this year’s 
Read-a-thon. The bookworm completely expresses all the hard work 
everyone put into the program; children, parents and guardians 
should be proud! Announcements of winners and total money raised 
will be published in next month’s Gazette.  

Spring Festival Update 
By Kath Wydler, Spring Festival Chair 
Miraloma’s colossal Spring Festival will be held on Saturday, May 7, 
and we need your help to make it fun for all. This community fair 
features games, crafts, and prizes for the kids, live performances, a 
children’s raffle, an adult silent auction, delicious food, and more. 
It’s a fantastic day when our whole community celebrates and works 
together. Lots of folks have already signed up for teamwork, but it’s 
never too late to join in! Here are ways you can help: 

Games Team Games Team Games Team Games Team needs carpenters, painters, and games prizes 
coordinator(s), as well as folks to run the games. Contact Rebecca 
Hilario, 239-2006.  

Entertainment Team Entertainment Team Entertainment Team Entertainment Team needs a decorations maven, and leads on 
performers. Contact Lisa Petrie, 585-2257 or Jeff Kaliss, 585-8844. 

Raffle Team Raffle Team Raffle Team Raffle Team seeks donations of new toys or games valued $2-10; 
just place them in the box marked “Raffle Prize Donation” in the 
parent room at school. Donation forms for your tax records are also 
in the box. Contact Tanja Gubser, 643-3573. 

Solicitation Team Solicitation Team Solicitation Team Solicitation Team will convince you it’s easier than you think to ask 
friends, family, and businesses you frequent to donate something to 
the auction—all donations are tax-deductible, and all proceeds go to 
the school. Handcrafted items and gift certificates for professional 
services, hotels and restaurants are a few ideas. Form letters for 
donors are available on line and in the parent room, or call Gina 
Cicciarelli, 626-1823. 

Auction Team Auction Team Auction Team Auction Team will    showcase the many    great bargains for adults at 
the second annual silent auction (held in the gym). Please arrange 
to drop off your donation directly to Jane Austin, 285-7991 or Lori 
Lack, 333-5995. 

The next planning meetingThe next planning meetingThe next planning meetingThe next planning meeting will be held on Monday, Mar. 14, at 5:30 
p.m. in the parent room. All are welcome. Please remember to BYO 
dinner if you plan to stay for the PTA meeting that follows..  

Technology Committee Now Forming     A new technology 
committee is being formed—our reliable parent-coordinator for the 

lab, Patsy Taoyama, will be leaving next year, and parents are 
needed to keep the computer lab running. This is an area where 
parent-volunteer help has made it possible for classes to have time 
in the computer lab. Without parent help, the lab may close. 

If you have some time and knowledge to offer, please contact Patsy 
Taoyama at 585-0604 or patsyjo@mac.com. 

Community Meeting on School Budget, Feb. 28  
By Lorraine Woodruff-Long, SSC Parent Representative 

The School Site Council (SSC) will be holding a community meeting 
on Monday, Feb. 28, 6:30 to 8 p.m. At this meeting the SSC will be 
sharing the feedback gathered from community through the school 
surveys, what the SSC committees have designated as key 
priorities, and the preliminary budget for next year. Interested 
parents and guardians are encouraged to attend. Childcare 
provided. 
There will also be an SSC meeting specifically concerning the 2005-
2006 school budget, which is open to the school community. This 
will be held at the school on Saturday, Feb. 26, at 10:30 a.m. to 1 
p.m.. No childcare available. Bring your own lunch. In addition, those 
interested in the administrative aspects of the Feb. 28 SSC meeting 
are welcome to attend the pre-meeting at 5:45 to 6:30 p.m. 
Scheduling and other administrative issues will be discussed. 

PTA Seeks Nominating Committee Members 
By Tala Hartsough, PTA Parliamentarian 

Greetings from the PTA board! While there are still great PTA events 
to take place this year, it is also the time of year to plan for next 
year. The next three PTA meetings are important steps in the 
process of forming next year’s board, and we invite you to become 
involved by being part of the nominating committee. 

We are seeking five (5) members and two (2) alternates for the 
nominating committee. Almost anyone is eligible to serve on the 
committee, and the responsibilities last for only two months. Any 
member of the PTA (except the current president of the board) may 
serve on the committee, unless (s)he was on last year’s nominating 
committee. 

The PTA board welcomes questions and discussion before the 
March meeting when the nominating committee will be elected. The 
committee will then be responsible for coming up with a slate of 
candidates for the PTA officers for next year. The nominating 
committee will present a report of this slate to the PTA membership 
at the April meeting, and its service ends with the annual election 
meeting in May. 

¡El PTA Busca a Miembros para el Comité que Nominan!  
Mientras que todavía hay grandes acontecimientos de PTA a ocurrir 
este año, es también la época del año de planear para el año 
próximo. Las tres reuniones siguientes de PTA son pasos 
importantes en el proceso de formar al tablero del año próximo, y le 
invitamos a que haga implicado siendo parte del comité que 
nomina. Estamos buscando a cinco (5) miembros y a dos (2) que se 
alternan para el comité que nomina. Casi cualquier persona es 
elegible para servir en el comité, y las responsabilidades duran 
solamente dos meses. Cualquier miembro del PTA (excepto el 
presidente actual del tablero) puede desempeñar servicios en el 
comité, a menos que el (ella) estaba en el comité que nominaba del 
año pasado. El tablero del PTA les invita a preguntar y a discutir 
antes de la reunión cuando se elegirán el comité que nomina. El 
comité entonces será responsable para nominar a los candidatos 
para los oficiales del PTA del próximo año. El comité que nomina 
presentará un reporte de estos candidatos a los miembros del PTA 
en la reunión de abril, y su servicio termina con la reunión anual de 
la elección en mayo. 

Casual School Photo Day on Thursday, Mar. 3 

LifeTouch, the company that takes our school photos and prints our 
yearbook, will be taking the spring round of student photos on 
Thursday, Mar. 3. The payment process is different—you need not 
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pay ahead of time but may purchase them after inspection, or send 
them back. The theme is casual. Details in Wednesday envelope. 
Every year LifeTouch returns some of the picture money to our 
school, which helps make possible production of the yearbook. 

Students’ Corner 
Room 10’s Outdoor Education Experience at Fort FunstonRoom 10’s Outdoor Education Experience at Fort FunstonRoom 10’s Outdoor Education Experience at Fort FunstonRoom 10’s Outdoor Education Experience at Fort Funston    

By Kay Kirman, fourth- and fifth-grade teacher 

Braving Muni’s schedule, the “Peanut Butter Swamp,” and other 
obstacles, the fourth- and fifth-grade students of room 10 learned 
about local Native Americans’ way of life—and their harmony with 
nature—during an overnight trip to Fort Funston on Feb. 3 and 4. 

Fort Funston is SFUSD’s Environmental Science Center, which 
provides extended day and overnight trips for K-5 public school 
students in the city. Their trained staff of naturalists provide 
students with a hands-on, kinesthetic learning experience 
emphasizing science education and service learning. 

The trip would not have been possible without the support of our 
principal, Ms. Parrott (who also joined us for dinner and the 
campfire sing-along), the help of Elizabeth Halperin (who helped by 
once again securing the trip for the class via a phone-in lottery), and 
the invaluable efforts of our student teacher, Tim Lubic. 

Many thanks to the wonderful parents and family members who 
attended: Weldon Anderson and Lovey Wilson (Jay Anderson, fifth 
grade); Judy Brockmeyer (Savannah Williams, fourth grade); Jesse 
Garrett (Jessica, fifth grade); Delia Hogan (Vanessa, fifth grade); and 
Anthony Laviege (Taylor Devaughn, fifth grade). 

 
Naturalist Mac gives students the challenge of counting the sandy 
stairs from Skyline Blvd. to the magical realm of Fort Funston. 

     
Above left: Brent Regis learns Native American art of raffia weaving. 
Right: Ms. Kirman (on left) leads campfire sing-along. Also pictured, 
L to R: Aaron Wang, Rafael Vega, Jeffery Du. 

 

Campfire sing-along: Little Kids Rock guitarists Aaron Wang and 
James Stowell lead a song. L to R: Aaron, Rafael Vega, Jeffery Du, 
James, Sumeet Shastri, Kelly Ip, Megan Lee. 

 

The Tribes group, Cepheus, enjoys a lofty view of the ocean. L to R: 
James Stowell, Jessica Garrett, Mario Krieger-Bergstrom, Benjamin 
Tuan, a Fort Funston naturalist, and Brent Regis. 

Art Committee Meeting Notes 
By Jeff Kaliss, Miraloma Art Committee member 

At the Feb. 7 meeting of the Miraloma Arts Committee (MAC), Kristin 
Silverman reported on art cart activity in Jan. and on future 
activities, and Becca Freitag relayed her colleagues’ support and 
their needs for more effective use of the carts. It was determined 
that materials will be kept accessible and workshops will be 
conducted monthly. Carts will carry careful instructions and the 
regular scheduling of in-class art projects will be considered.  

September Jarrett, head of the Grants Committee, related potential 
sources for art activity funding outside the school system. MAC 
members hope grants might someday pay for a resident visual 
artist, an enhanced music program, improved lighting for the 
auditorium, enhancement of handwriting, and/or poetry. MAC 
coordinator Leslie Campbell will be investigating, with resident poet 
Sally Doyle, the possibility of poetry showcases for each grade. 
Prompted by parent Stacy Moore, the MAC also discussed 
participation in the San Francisco Art Master Plan and use of the 
Visual Thinking Strategies art curriculum. Patsy Taoyama sought 
and received support for enhancement of the computer lab’s KidPix 
program.  

The next MAC meeting is scheduled for May 2, though parent 
members may meet sooner. If you have questions, contact Jeff 
Kaliss at jefkal@jeffkaliss.com 

Parent Involvement Meeting Planned, Feb. 25 

There will be a Parent Involvement Meeting on Friday, Feb. 25, 6 to 
9 p.m. to discuss the 2005-2006 Academic Plan for broadening the 
base of parent involvement and to decide on steps to further this 
goal this school year. Dinner provided. Movie for the kids. At Leslie's 
place. Contact Leslie Campbell, SSC Parent Involvement Chair, at 
285-1926 or leslie@ripefruitwriting.com, or Veronica Perez at 531-
1266, if you would like to attend or contribute your input.  



 4

School Advisory Committee (SAC) Meets Feb. 24 
The School Advisory Council advises the principal and the School 
Site Council on how to address the needs of Title I students. The 
elected representatives are staff and parents of Title I students, who 
qualify for free or reduced lunch. The next meeting is Thursday, Feb. 
24, from 5:15 to 6:00 p.m., in the parent room. 

Sesione del Comité Consejero Escolar (SAC) Este 
grupo hace las recomendaciones a la directora y al comité directivo 
de la escuela, igual en la forma en que se debe responder a la 
necesidad de los estudiantes que participan en el programa de 
Titulo I. Jueves, 24 de febrero, de 5:15 a 6:00 p.m.  

校     （（（（SACSACSACSAC）））） 

校 決 供 見， 決 ╱減

校 計 （Title1） 。

教 家 。2 24 5 15 6

， 家 ╱監 校 舉 。 

Parent/Guardian – Principal Chat this Friday 
On Friday, Feb. 25 from 8:15 to 9 a.m., parents and guardians meet 
with our principal Marcia Parrott for a conversation about what’s 
happening. Join us! In room 109. Refreshments served. 

Charlas con la Directora el estes Viernes  
Los invitamos a que asistan, hagan preguntas, escuchen o 
expresen sus opiniones. Se sirven bocadillos. Viernes, 25 de 
febrero, 8:15 a 9:00 a.m., en 109 (MEEP). 
家長與校長交談 
MarciaParrott校 ， 家

監 關 家 ╱監 。 家

監 、 見。

舉 ，屆 。 ，2 25 ， 

8 15 9 ， 109 舉  

GATE: Frequently Asked Questions 
This is part of a regular series presenting answers to frequently asked 
questions about the Gifted and Talented Education (GATE) programs in the 
San Francisco Unified School District. Fourth/fifth grade teacher Kay Kirman 
is the coordinator for Miraloma’s GATE program. 

What are the qualifications for teachers of GATE students?What are the qualifications for teachers of GATE students?What are the qualifications for teachers of GATE students?What are the qualifications for teachers of GATE students?    

A good teacher of gifted and high potential students is one who is 
willing and able to provide differentiated instruction throughout the 
day. We recommend that all teachers who have high-ability and 
gifted students in their classrooms attend professional development 
workshops and conferences that address the special needs of these 
students. Teachers who are sensitive to the social and emotional 
needs of gifted students would make excellent teachers of GATE 
students.  
 

The Puzzler: The Wheat The Wheat The Wheat The Wheat 

and the Chessboardand the Chessboardand the Chessboardand the Chessboard 
How many grains of wheat or 
rice are needed, if they are 
placed on the chessboard in 
the following manner: 1 grain 
in the first square, 2 in the 
seconds square, 4 in the third 
square, 8 in the fourth square, 
and so on, doubling the 
number with each new square, 
until all squares are covered. 

Tee-Ball Team Forming  
Attention kindergarteners and first graders! We are looking for boys 
and girls who would like to play in the Park District tee ball league. 
Tee ball is baseball, but instead of being pitched, the ball sits on top 
of a tee. Contact Frannie Roche by Mar. 1 if you want to participate, 
at froche@earthlink.net or 566-6124. 

Developing Minds Video Series at Main Library 
The next video in this series, “Developing Control Over Attention,” 
will be presented at the main library (Larkin at Grove), from 6 to 
7:45 p.m. on Wednesday, Mar. 9. For more information, go to: 
www.sfpl.org, and click Events. 

Parents’ Corner 
Laurrie Petrelli, our school bulletin-board wrangler, would like to 
thank Anne Collins, Catherine Sparacino, and Paraprofessional 
Betty Suen for their help with the boards in the lobby, including the 
Black History Month and Lunar New Year displays. 

Join the Miraloma Email Listserv  
The listserv is a venue for school-related and community 
announcements. Subscribing is easy to do. Send a blank email to: 
miralomaschoolmiralomaschoolmiralomaschoolmiralomaschool----subscribe@yahoogrosubscribe@yahoogrosubscribe@yahoogrosubscribe@yahoogroups.com, ups.com, ups.com, ups.com, Or visit this Web site: 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/miralomaschool/ http://groups.yahoo.com/group/miralomaschool/ http://groups.yahoo.com/group/miralomaschool/ http://groups.yahoo.com/group/miralomaschool/     

To access the list members’ Web site, you will need to go through 
the Yahoo ID process in addition to subscribing by email. Go to Web 
site listed above. Questions? Contact Andrew Keeler at 
ak@keelerkom.com or Lucy Pozzoni at thescottsat@sbcglobal.net. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    
Submission Guidelines: Submission Guidelines: Submission Guidelines: Submission Guidelines: In order to ensure sufficient space for your 
article, please submit a proposal with estimated size by Monday, 
Feb. 28, 10 a.m. Then submit the full article by the deadline, 
Thursday, Mar. 3, 5 p.m.. The next issue is Mar. 9.  

All submissions are welcome and are subject to approval by the All submissions are welcome and are subject to approval by the All submissions are welcome and are subject to approval by the All submissions are welcome and are subject to approval by the 
school administration.school administration.school administration.school administration. Place submissions or proposals in envelope 
marked “Gazette” in office, or call Amy O’Hair at 334-5154, or email 
amy@ohair-sherman.com 

Photo credits this issue:Photo credits this issue:Photo credits this issue:Photo credits this issue: Kay Kirman, Amy O’Hair. 
The editor gratefully thanks Marilyn O’Hair for proofreading. 

  Wed. Feb. 23 Thurs. Feb. 24 Fri. Feb. 25 Sat. Feb. 26 

 Now is the time to help your  
child gather her/his  

Read-a-thon pledge money. 

 3-5 Sing-along 
School Advisory Comm. 

(SAC) Meets 5:15pm 

K-2 Sing-along 
Parent-Principal Chat 

8:15-9am 
Book Fair Begins 

 

Mon. Feb. 28 Tue. Mar. 1 Wed. Mar. 2 Thurs. Mar. 3 Fri. Mar. 4 Sat. Mar. 5 

School Site Council 
(SSC) Meets 6:30-8pm 

  

 
3-5 Sing-along 

Gazette Deadline 5pm 

Casual School Photo Day 

K-2 Sing-along 
 

Family School  
Clean-Up Day 

9am-1pm 

Mon. Mar. 7 Tue. Mar. 8 Wed. Mar. 9 Thurs. Mar. 10 Fri. Mar. 11 Sat. Mar. 12 

  Next Gazette issue 

Family Science Night 
Dinner 5:30pm 

Activities until 8pm 
Book Fair Ends 

3-5 Sing-along 
 

K-2 Sing-along  


