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Featured Staff Member 
Interview by Sue Schechter 

Name:Name:Name:Name: Kay Kirman 

Years at Miraloma:Years at Miraloma:Years at Miraloma:Years at Miraloma: Five years. 

What she does:What she does:What she does:What she does: I wear a few hats 
at Miraloma: fourth-/fifth-grade 
teacher in room 10; afterschool 
(KASPER) program lead teacher; 
Little Kids Rock guitar teacher; and 
GATE site coordinator. (Ms. Lim 
and I will be giving an overview of 
the GATE program on Saturday, 
Apr. 16.)  

As the GATE coordinator, I meet 
with teachers to identify potential 
students for the program in grades 3 to 5. I also provide suggestions 
and resources for instructing identified students. 

As a classroom teacher, I put my GATE training into practice through 
differentiation—that is, having different materials in the classroom 
that deepen student thinking in subjects like math, language arts, 
and science. Also, we do a great deal of hands-on learning in room 
10, like our overnight trip to Fort Funston and ongoing community 
service at Glen Canyon.  

What she enjoys about Miraloma:What she enjoys about Miraloma:What she enjoys about Miraloma:What she enjoys about Miraloma: I love the sense of community at 
Miraloma. I love the great space we have and how we can make use 
of it. I love that we are close to Mt. Davidson and Glen Canyon, and 
that we can incorporate outdoor educational opportunities into the 
learning environment. 

The families are great. I get a lot of support from them—not only my 
own students' families, but from people such as Elizabeth Halperin, 
who makes the telephone calls to win the lottery for the trip to Fort 
Funston, and Moneka Urbanske, who checks in to see if our outdoor 
education needs are being met. And I really appreciate the parents 
who buy the books for our classroom at the Book Fair, even if their 
children are not in the classroom. 

A special memory from her student days:A special memory from her student days:A special memory from her student days:A special memory from her student days: I had a fourth-grade 
teacher who was really special and important to me. She made the 
classroom a magical place in many ways, including her colored-
chalk murals on the chalkboard. I especially remember when we 
read Charlotte's Web, and then performed a puppet show where we 
made the puppets. The teacher filmed the show—and this was way 
before the days before videotaping became so popular. 

Other interests:Other interests:Other interests:Other interests: I play guitar and sing. I love the outdoors, both 
hiking and camping. I have a couple of dogs—Rinny (a red heeler) 
and Hen (a lab mix). 

Box Tops For Education Due Friday Mar. 25 
Turn in your General Mills box tops by Friday, Mar. 25—the last day 
for the year. Send in the Wednesday envelope or drop in the office. 

Featured Volunteer 
Interview by Jeff Kaliss 

Louise WhitlockLouise WhitlockLouise WhitlockLouise Whitlock entered the 
Miraloma Elementary School 
family with her daughter, 
Natalie Kaliss, who joined 
Becca Freitag’s kindergarten 
in the 2001-2002 school year. 
Nicholas Kaliss is currently 
with Becca, and his sister is in 
Christie Lim’s third grade. A 
native of Oregon and an MBA 
graduate of UCLA and 
Georgetown, Louise is 
professionally employed in 
financial services. At the close 
of a recent workday, while bathing the kids, Louise spoke about her 
experience as a school mom and as a volunteer with her husband, 
Jeff Kaliss. 

"One of my favorite things is seeing the kids at Miraloma in the 
morning, when I occasionally get to take mine to school. I’m seeing 
the whole reason we’re involved there. I’ve volunteered on the 
School Site Council, and have also been involved with PTA activities, 
fundraisers, and clean-up days. As a person who works outside the 
home full-time, I continue to participate in activities as I can, time 
permitting. I’m particularly interested in tutoring, which helps 
facilitate equal access to education in public schools so that 
parents don’t have to go private. 

“It’s been satisfying to see improvements, in how the school looks 
and in things like first-aid backpacks and book bags in the lower 
grades. As for my kids, I think it’s given them a sense of pride in 
their school, and a consciousness about giving back to the 
community. For instance, Natalie is now a part of the student 
council, and maybe there’s a correlation." 

When not working, volunteering, or mommying, Louise reads "a lot 
of non-fiction about politics, financial markets, and spiritual matters. 
I also like to camp, and to go to movies." In films, as in life, she 
prefers to find "people doing the right thing, good triumphing over 
bad—and redeeming endings." 

Interested in volunteering at Miraloma? Contact Volunteer 
Coordinator Katie Handelman at 920-9593 or poppy3@jps.net. 

Miraloma Readers Rock! 
By Lourdes Garcia, Read-a-thon co-chair 

The read-a-thon team wants to express its thanks for all your hard 
work and all your reading! As of publication, we’ve raised $6,335 for 
the poetry program. Here are this year’s read-a-thon winners: 
Top two readers in each class:Top two readers in each class:Top two readers in each class:Top two readers in each class:    
Howard: Sarah Collins and Lucinda Walstad 
Freitag: Janis Stuurman and Ella Baker 

Family Science Night Is TONIGHT! 
Light supper at 5:30 p.m. in the cafeteria, then fun science activities for parents and kids until 8 p.m.  

季家 。 季 可看  麼 ： 晚 ，  

， ，3 9 ， 家 ， 5 30 8  

La noche de las ciencias para las familiasLa noche de las ciencias para las familiasLa noche de las ciencias para las familiasLa noche de las ciencias para las familias es esta noche-- miércoles 9 de marzo. 

Este evento es similar al de la noche de lectura. Se servirá cena, actividades entretenidas y educativas. 5:30 a 8 p.m. 
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Krueger: Mimi Torres-Kelly, Emily Hall, and Elizabeth Scanlon 
Huang: Zella Blackketter and Clare Blackwell 
Maples: Olivia Scott and Isabel Sophie Alves de Lima 
Lehman: Carter Hartsough and Luis Monteza 
Shivers: Olivia Gubser and Adam Hilario 
Vezinaw: Marika Stuurman and Margaret Crawford 
Rosen: Sarah Boliek and Jules Schenkel 
Jabbar: Jenny Zhu and Grace O’Hair-Sherman 
Lim: Molly Fitzsimmons and Natalie Kaliss 
Campbell: Karry Jane Farebrother and Lottie Crawford 
Greathouse: Crystal Brown and Carl Harvey  
Kirman: Jayshawn Anderson and Alyxandra Bodrov 
Salomon: Lucas Fendert and Louis Wong 

The class with the most minutes was Ms. Rosen’s second-grade 
class, with 8,239 minutes! They will receive an ice cream party. 

Thanks to all who participated. Gifts will be passed out to all 
students who participated in the program. Your hard work makes 
this program a success! 

SFSV Training To Be Held at Miraloma 
By Leslie Kirk Campbell, SSC Parent Involvement Chair 
San Francisco School Volunteers (SFSV) will be offering its highly 
praised (and free) Saturday training at Miraloma Elementary School 
on Saturday, Mar. 19, from 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. There will be 
excellent leaders, refreshments, translation, and childcare.  

Workshops will include: family communication, how to improve your 
child's math at home, basic reading strategies, visual arts, literacy, 
and more. All parents interested in being part of the newly forming 
Parent Tutor Task Force are encouraged to attend the Basic 
Reading Strategies workshop, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. This task force 
will tutor students under the guidance of teachers, and is an 
essential part of Miraloma's Academic Plan for 2005-2006.  
For a brochure, contact Leslie Campbell at 285-1926 or 
leslie@ripefruitwriting.com. To register for the training, contact 
Glenn Davis at 749-3700 x3026 or glenn_davis@sfsv.org 

Fun Hoop to Be Installed in Lower Yard 
Thanks to the PTA Grounds Committee and school faculty, led by 
September Jarrett and Johnny Marples, there will soon be a new 
piece of play equipment on the lower yard, for first and second 
graders. This equipment, a fun hoop, provides students with 
opportunities for throwing games, and will be a permanent fixture of 
the yard. The fun hoop was paid for by funds left over from the 
climbing wall, which was installed last year.  

Spring Festival Raffle Prize Donations 
By Tanja Gubser, Spring Festival Raffle Chair 
We are seeking donations of new toys and games for our raffle at 
the Miraloma Spring Festival. New toys priced between $2 and $10, 
appropriate for the ages of children who attend Miraloma, can be 
left in the Raffle Prize Donation box in the parent room.  
These are tax-deductible donations, so be sure to take a gift receipt, 
located in the donation box, for your records. Fill it out yourself and 
keep it for your records. Any questions? Contact Tanja Gubser at 
643-3573 or tgubser@gmail.com 
Art Cart News 
By Kristin Silverman 
The watercolor workshop last month was fun. Thank you to everyone 
who participated. The watercolor art cart has been extended 
through March. See some of the results on the board outside of 
room 106—they’re brilliant! 

The printmaking cart will debut in March and there will be a print-
making workshop. Date and time to be announced. For print-
making, we need styrofoam. This is an excellent way to recycle this 
hard-to-recycle material. We need flat smooth pieces such as meat 
trays and shipping materials. Leave them in the art cart box in the 
parent room. 

A Clean Sweep All Around the School 
Parents showed up to do many things on clean-up day, Saturday, 
Mar. 5. Top to bottom: Sylvia Ciofalo-Guell scrubbed down K2, Mino 
Taoyama installed a new operating system in the computer lab, 
Charlotte Worcester cut tennis balls for Mr. Greathouse’s chairs, 
and Dave Wells spiffed up Ms. Salomon’s room. 
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Students’ Corner 
By Becca Freitag, kindergarten teacher 

On Mar. 1, K2 took a field trip downtown to the Ferry Building. The 
students checked out the city as well as the farmers’ market and 
made many meaningful connections between things they have 
learned in garden, nutrition, and social studies. In the days 
following, each student had a chance to construct part of a city that 
was put together to make one large city with skyscrapers, houses, 
parks, traffic lights, stop signs, and more. The students used 
cardboard, small wooden blocks, corks, packing foam, tempera 
paints, markers, paper, and glue to make the K2 City.   

 

    

Above: aerial view of city constructed by K2 (approx. 3 ft. by 4 ft.) 

SSC Report: Surveys and Budget Issues 
By Lorraine Woodruff-Long, SSC Parent Representative 

The Miraloma School Site Council (SSC) held its second community 
meeting on Monday, Feb. 28, to share what we’ve learned from our 
community surveys and to share preliminary academic plan 
priorities and a draft of the budget for 2006-2007. Here are some 
highlights from this meeting. 

Survey ResSurvey ResSurvey ResSurvey Resultsultsultsults    
Participation.Participation.Participation.Participation. There was a high level of participation by teachers and 

paraprofessionals (100%), parents and guardians (60%), and 
students (86%).  

Community and Communication are a Miraloma StrengthCommunity and Communication are a Miraloma StrengthCommunity and Communication are a Miraloma StrengthCommunity and Communication are a Miraloma Strength. The 
survey findings show that teachers and parents feel well informed 
about what is happening in the school; that parents feel their 
children are happy at Miraloma; and that a strong mutual respect 
exists between teachers and parents. Students feel positively about 
their teachers and their school. Virtually all parents are aware of the 
volunteer opportunities available to them, and feel welcome at the 
school. 

Educational Expectations.Educational Expectations.Educational Expectations.Educational Expectations. The vast majority of parents feel that their 
child’s learning needs were being met by the academic program, 
though there was a clear indication that they feel improvement 
should still continue in the area of art and music. Physical education 
was the one area where many parents indicated that their child’s 
needs were not being met. Teachers concurred with this 
assessment. 

TeacheTeacheTeacheTeachers and Paraprofessionals.rs and Paraprofessionals.rs and Paraprofessionals.rs and Paraprofessionals. Teachers feel supported by the 
administration, and in general feel they have adequate training in 
differentiated education. They find the monthly grade-level meetings 
useful, and many meet more frequently than this. Teachers 
indicated that unusable classroom computers need attention. Both 
teachers and paraprofessionals would like increased training in 
particular areas, including the needs of English language learners 
and the computer lab. Many teachers would like parents to 
implement a tutoring program using trained volunteers. 

Safety and DisciplineSafety and DisciplineSafety and DisciplineSafety and Discipline. The great majority of parents feel their 
children are safe, and an increasing number find that behavior 
problems are being handled well. Still, student behavior problems 
continue to be a parent concern, as they have been in previous 
years. Parents of upper-grade children appreciate the effect of 
Tribes program on student behavior. The majority of teachers and 
paraprofessionals believe that discipline is handled well, and they 
also agree that Tribes has been beneficial in increasing respect for 
differences. Students feel safe, in general, but are neutral around 
issues of peer friendliness and respect. 

Homework and Curriculum Standards.Homework and Curriculum Standards.Homework and Curriculum Standards.Homework and Curriculum Standards. Many parents said they do 
not understand district standards, and many are confused about 
the role that homework plays. In the area of communication, they 
expressed a clear desire for classroom newsletters, and are 
frustrated in classrooms that lack this vehicle for helping them 
understand what is happening in class. 

Thanks to those who helped with survey: Catherine Sparacino, 
NaNoshka Johnson, LindaKay Brown, Ellie Rossiter, Patty 
Fitzsimmons, and Lorraine Woodruff-Long. 

2005200520052005----2006 Budget Allocation2006 Budget Allocation2006 Budget Allocation2006 Budget Allocation    
Miraloma’s budget will be cut in the coming school year. While 
Miraloma has maintained its student enrollment, we will be seeing 
less funding on a per-student basis as our student demographics 
change. This reduction is due to several factors, including budget 
shortfalls from the state, reduction in students who qualify for the 
free and reduced-lunch program, who are English language 
learners, or who fall under the Consent Decree. 

The SSC budget committee allocated funds with these priorities in 
mind: to sustain successful programs, to provide professional 
development for teachers; to fund time for teachers to be released 
from the classroom for necessary assessments; and to work to 
secure additional resources to fund program shortfalls. 

The Shortfall.The Shortfall.The Shortfall.The Shortfall. This school year, Miraloma’s total budget was 
$1,382,498. Next year it is projected to be $1,297,721, which is a 
6% decrease (-$84,777). To address the shortfall, Miraloma is being 
faced with the extremely difficult decision to consolidate three site-
based paraprofessional positions. Special Education 
paraprofessionals and other specialists will not be affected as the 
district, not the school site, pays their salaries.  

Looking Forward. Looking Forward. Looking Forward. Looking Forward. The SSC will be working with the PTA to request 

Principal’s Corner 
It’s almost spring, and parent/guardian—teacher conferences 
will be held during the week of March 21 to 25. Remember, our 
schoolwide surveys reflected the importance of home/school 
communication, and conferences provide an opportunity for you 
and your child’s teacher to ask each other questions, and to 
share information and ideas about helping your child be a 
successful learner. Be sure to complete the conference request 
form and return it with your child. We hope to have 100% 
participation! Please also remember that school will be 
dismissed one hour early, at 12:50 p.m., during conference 
week.  

--Marcia Parrott, Principal 
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(SSC Report, cont’d)(SSC Report, cont’d)(SSC Report, cont’d)(SSC Report, cont’d)    additional resources to support Miraloma’s 
Academic Plan for 2005-2006. We will be working together to seek 
grant-funding and fund-raising opportunities to sustain such 
programs as gardening, poetry, Bay Area Writing, and SF Arts 
Education, as well as to pay for technology curriculum training for 
teachers, supplies, library books, field trips, assemblies, and food 
for community events. We will also be seeking ways to raise funds 
or grants for a new Sports for Kids program, for parent education, 
and for childcare for PTA and SSC meetings. In addition, PTA 
volunteers are needed to implement a tutoring program, yard 
monitoring, classroom volunteering, and community building. 

The Next Steps.The Next Steps.The Next Steps.The Next Steps.    The SSC is editing the Academic Plan, which must 
be submitted to the district for review by Mar. 18. The SSC will meet 
on Monday, Apr. 11 from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. in the library (before the 
PTA meeting) to review comments given to us by the district and 
make final edits to the plan and budget. 
If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to contact 
SSC Chair Lorraine Woodruff-Long at 987-8528 or 
lorraine_woodrufflong@yahoo.com, Vice-Chair Jennifer Howard at 
jenhoward75@hotmail.com or 469-4734 or any of the SSC 
representatives listed on the bulletin board outside the library.)  

School Site Council (SSC) Meets Mar. 21  
The School Site Council (SSC) is the primary decision-making body 
at our school. Elected faculty and parent/guardian representatives 
guide the school’s academic planning process to ensure that the 
needs of all students are addressed in the school’s Academic Plan. 
The next meeting is Mon., Mar. 21, from 6:30 to 8 p.m. in the 
library.  

GATE: Frequently Asked Questions 
This is part of a regular series presenting answers to frequently asked 
questions about the Gifted and Talented Education (GATE) programs in the 
San Francisco Unified School District. Fourth/fifth grade teacher Kay Kirman 
is the coordinator for Miraloma’s GATE program. 

What iWhat iWhat iWhat is the instructional program for GATE students?s the instructional program for GATE students?s the instructional program for GATE students?s the instructional program for GATE students?    
There is no separate GATE curriculum. The core curriculum in each 
content area is differentiated using various strategies that provide 
additional challenge and opportunities for students to perform to 
their highest potential based on their academic needs and interests. 
Differentiated curriculum and instructions must be offered 
throughout the day, every day. 

English Learners Advisory Committee (ELAC) This 
group advises the principal and the School Site Council on issues 
relating to the needs of English language students. Next meeting is 
Tuesday, Mar. 22, from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m., in parent room. 

Sesione del Comité Consejero para Estudiantes 
Aprendiendo Inglés (ELAC) 22 de marzo 
Este grupo recomienda a la directora y a los miembros del comité 
directivo en la forma en que se deben de responder las 
necesidades de los estudiantes que están aprendiendo inglés, para 
que se especifique en el Plan Académico. Martes, 22 de marzo, de 
las 6:30-7:30 p.m. en el salon de los padres. 

（ELAC） 校

校決 供 見， 決校 計

。 3 22 6 30 7 30 ，在家長╱監護

人室或校長室舉行 – 

Book Fair Pets 

 
Wandaline Perelli and Catherine Sparacino have been working hard 
as the Scholastic Book Fair co-chairs this year. The selection is of 
books is wide and sales have been brisk. Tonight at Family Science 
Night is your last chance to purchase books at the Book Fair. 

Seen On The Yard 

 
Fifth grader Jessica Garrett just before she kicked a home run 
during a recent lunchtime kickball game.  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

Submission Guidelines: Submission Guidelines: Submission Guidelines: Submission Guidelines: In order to ensure sufficient space for your 
article, please submit a proposal with estimated size by Monday, 
Mar. 14, 10 a.m. Then submit the full article by the deadline, 
Thursday, Mar. 17, 5 p.m. The next issue is Mar. 23.  

All submissions are welcome and are subject to approAll submissions are welcome and are subject to approAll submissions are welcome and are subject to approAll submissions are welcome and are subject to approval by the val by the val by the val by the 
school administration.school administration.school administration.school administration. Place submissions or proposals in envelope 
marked “Gazette” that is hanging in office, or call Amy O’Hair at 
334-5154, or email amy@ohair-sherman.com 

Photo credits this issue:Photo credits this issue:Photo credits this issue:Photo credits this issue: Amy O’Hair. 

The editor thanks Anita Dennis for her meticulous proofreading 

  Wed. Mar. 9 Thurs. Mar. 10 Fri. Mar. 11 Sat. Mar. 12 

 Parent-Teacher Conferences 

Mar. 21-25 — early dismissal all week 
Family Science Night 

5:30-8pm 

3-5 Sing-along 
  

K-2 Sing-along  

Mon. Mar. 14 Tue. Mar. 15 Wed. Mar. 16 Thurs. Mar. 17 Fri. Mar. 18 Sat. Mar. 19 

Parent-Teacher Assn 
(PTA) Meets 6:30-8pm 

  

 
3-5 Sing-along 

Gazette Deadline 5pm 
K-2 Sing-along 

 
 

Mon. Mar. 21 Tue. Mar. 22 Wed. Mar. 23 Thurs. Mar. 24 Fri. Mar. 25 Sat. Mar. 26 

School Site Council 
(SSC) Meets 6:30-8pm 

English Learners 
Advisory Council (ELAC) 

Meets 6:30pm 

Next Gazette issue 3-5 Sing-along 
 

K-2 Sing-along 
Principal Chat 8:15am 

Turn in Box Tops! 

 

    EARLY DISMISSAL THIS WEEKEARLY DISMISSAL THIS WEEKEARLY DISMISSAL THIS WEEKEARLY DISMISSAL THIS WEEK————12:50 P.M.12:50 P.M.12:50 P.M.12:50 P.M.     


