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_____________________________________________ 

Featured Staff Member 
Interview by Anna Payawal-
Scanlon 

Name: Name: Name: Name: Andrea Krueger 

Years at Miraloma: Years at Miraloma: Years at Miraloma: Years at Miraloma: Two 

What she does: What she does: What she does: What she does: Kindergarten 
teacher (K8) 

Additional responsibilities at Additional responsibilities at Additional responsibilities at Additional responsibilities at 
school: school: school: school: I coordinate emergency 
drills and procedures for the 
Safety Committee, and conflict 
resolution and computer 
instruction for all kindergarten 
classes. I was also on the Tribes 
Committee last fall. 

WhaWhaWhaWhat she enjoys about Miraloma: t she enjoys about Miraloma: t she enjoys about Miraloma: t she enjoys about Miraloma: The staff is an incredible group of 
people. We all work and get along together very well. The 
involvement of the staff and administration is phenomenal. The 
family involvement—even the changes I’ve seen in the last year—is 
impressive. I think the kids are great. They seem to really enjoy 
being here. 

A special memory from her student days: A special memory from her student days: A special memory from her student days: A special memory from her student days: I still remember my 
kindergarten teacher. In fact, I did some of my credential hours with 
her, 20-something years later. I remember my first day of 
kindergarten. I, of course, was in my party dress because it was a 
special day. I remember running full speed and falling—boom!—
straight onto my knees. My mom cried harder than I did, I think, but 
my kindergarten teacher gave me a bandage, and I was good to go. 

Other interests: Other interests: Other interests: Other interests: I like to read when I have the time—anything that’s 
not educational material! I love the beach. I also like Pug Sunday. I 
have a pug, and when my fiancé isn’t working, we go to Pug Sunday 
at Alta Vista Park in Pacific Heights.    Pug Sunday is a bunch of pugs 
just running around, sort of a doggie play date. And I like spending 
time with my niece, who is 19 months old. Actually, though, planning 
my wedding is all I have time for right now! [Ms. Krueger is getting 
married this summer.]    

Art Cart News – Two Workshops In April 
By Kristin Silverman 
There will be two art workshops in April. The printmaking and 
stamping workshop will be held on Thursday, Apr. 7, 2 p.m. The 
papier-mâché workshop will be held on Thursday, Apr. 28, 2 p.m. 
The locations for both workshops will be announced later. Join the 
fun! Classroom art volunteers are strongly encouraged to attend. 

In the papier-mâché workshop we will start to create piñatas for the 
Spring Festival. The painting will be finished on another day. The 
piñatas will be decorations at the festival; student artists will take 
them home afterward. (Other piñatas will be purchased for breaking 
at the festival.) 

Also, we still need styrofoam pieces for printmaking—either take-out 
containers or the large pieces that come as packaging materials. 
Please leave them in the parent room. 

Chevy’s Fundraiser on Wednesday, Apr. 13 

The Chevy’s spring fundraiser is Wednesday, Apr. 13, 5 to 9 p.m., at 
the Stonestown Chevy’s. Look for the flyer in the Wednesday 
envelope, bring it to the restaurant, and enjoy a great meal with 
Miraloma friends. The restaurant donates 20% of the proceeds to 
the school. The funds are targeted for outdoor education. 

Featured Volunteer  
Interview by Leslie Kirk Campbell 

Name:Name:Name:Name: Weyman Lee 

Children at Miraloma:Children at Miraloma:Children at Miraloma:Children at Miraloma: Megan 
Lee, fourth grade 

Years as a Miraloma Family:Years as a Miraloma Family:Years as a Miraloma Family:Years as a Miraloma Family: Two  

Favorite thing about Miraloma:Favorite thing about Miraloma:Favorite thing about Miraloma:Favorite thing about Miraloma: 
Miraloma is a good school. I’ve 
sent my child to private school 
and the quality is about the 
same. I especially like the tutorial 
after-school programs [Megan is 
in MEEP] and the school 
activities that bring the whole 
school together like the Cinco de 
Mayo Spring Festival, the 
International Potluck, and MEEP’s Winter Festival and Halloween 
Carnival. Everyone gets to meet each other and have a good time! 

How he volunteers at Miraloma:How he volunteers at Miraloma:How he volunteers at Miraloma:How he volunteers at Miraloma: Last year, I met monthly with the 
Parent Involvement Group, attended many Site Council meetings, 
steam-cleaned classroom rugs on clean-up day, and helped put 
together a class directory for Ms. Jabbar. This year, I’m a member of 
ELAC where English learner (EL) families discuss our concerns 
about student test scores and ways to improve them. I also go on 
field trips whenever I can. 

What impact does volunteering have on your children: What impact does volunteering have on your children: What impact does volunteering have on your children: What impact does volunteering have on your children: Megan has 
higher self-esteem knowing that I am at the school volunteering. 
She also really enjoys building friendships with the children of other 
parent volunteers. 

Any advice for new volunteers?Any advice for new volunteers?Any advice for new volunteers?Any advice for new volunteers? Remember that all the volunteers 
and teachers here are doing a great, noble, and heartfelt job.  

Other interests:Other interests:Other interests:Other interests: I’ve been involved in taking care of my family, 
including my mother and my brother, who was recently in the 
hospital. I also take my daughter to her violin lessons and take her 
and her friends to train at the ice-skating rink each week. For 
myself, I love to do photography.    

Interested in volunteering at Miraloma? Contact Volunteer 
Coordinator Katie Handelman at 920-9593 or poppy3@jps.net. 
 

School Is Closed All Next Week  
Monday—Thursday, Mar. 28-31, is Spring Break. Friday, Apr. 1. is 
Cesar Chavez Day. School resumes on Monday Apr. 4 

3 26 3 31  季假   

4 1 ， Cesar Chavez  

Vacaciones de la primaveraVacaciones de la primaveraVacaciones de la primaveraVacaciones de la primavera es 28 al 31 de marzo  
Día en honor a Cesar ChávezDía en honor a Cesar ChávezDía en honor a Cesar ChávezDía en honor a Cesar Chávez es viernes, 1 de abril 

Singing Her Praises: Marcia Parrott Is Honored 
By Jeff Kaliss 
It may be the very qualities for which Marcia Parrott was honored 
earlier this month that made the honor such a surprise. "We’re all 
unsung heroes," she said of principals, staff, and parents, "because 
we don’t think, ‘What am I getting out of it?’ We think about how it’s 
going to benefit the kids."                             [Continued on next page] 
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[Marcia Parrott Is Honored, cont’d]   [Marcia Parrott Is Honored, cont’d]   [Marcia Parrott Is Honored, cont’d]   [Marcia Parrott Is Honored, cont’d]            So when she recently 
attended a meeting of the United Administrators Executive Board, 
Ms. Parrott expected nothing more than recognition of her 25-plus 
years of service to the San Francisco School District. When a 
colleague started enumerating her accomplishments and 
nominated her for an Unsung Hero award, she had three reactions: 
First, "Why are you talking about me?" Then, "I don’t have a speech 
ready." And finally, "I didn’t realize how many things I do do!"  

Ms. Parrott was also pleased that Lance Tagomori, father of 
Miraloma kindergartner Kali and principal of Cesar Chavez 
Elementary, was also designated an Unsung Hero.  

A few days later, Ms. Parrott was surprised again when parents 
spontaneously recognized her award at morning assembly. That’s 
when she realized the effect her accomplishment had on the entire 
Miraloma community.  "It did wonders throughout the hallways. 
Everybody got really excited and jazzed," she said. "It’s been a real 
morale booster for all of us."  

 

Principal Marcia Parrott (above, foreground) was roundly cheered by 
students, staff, and parents during a recent morning circle, in 
recognition of receiving an Unsung Hero award. 

Get Involved With the Miraloma Spring Festival! 
By Sharon Gillenwater, spring festival publicity chair 

Our annual Spring Festival is just around the corner. We need 
volunteers with all kinds of skills! Here are just a few of the ways 
you can help make our Spring Festival a success: 
Decorations:Decorations:Decorations:Decorations: We need someone to be in charge of decorating the 
school the day of the event. If you are interested, contact Lisa Petrie 
at lisapetrie@earthlink.net or 585-2257. 
FuFuFuFun & Games:n & Games:n & Games:n & Games: We need a lot of volunteers to run the kids' games. 
The more volunteers we have, the shorter the shifts will be. Contact 
Rebecca Hilario at trazh@pacbell.net or 239-2006. 
Silent Auction:Silent Auction:Silent Auction:Silent Auction: Ask your local merchants to donate gift certificates or 
merchandise, and ask your creative friends and family for 
handcrafted items! Contact Gina Cicciarelli at livigray@pacbell.net or 
626-1823. 
Kids' Raffle Prizes:Kids' Raffle Prizes:Kids' Raffle Prizes:Kids' Raffle Prizes: We need new children's books, CDs, videos, 
games and toys valued from $2 to $10. Donation forms are 
available in the box marked "Raffle Prizes" in the Parent Room; 
leave your donations there. 
Games Prizes:Games Prizes:Games Prizes:Games Prizes: Donate lightly used toys in good condition. Mark 
them "Games Prizes for Spring Festival" and leave them in the 
Parent Room. 

Stay tuned for more information on how you can participate in our 
biggest event of the year! 

Kindergarten Yard to Be Renovated 
By September Jarrett, Grounds Committee 
Miraloma has been selected as a Rebuilding Together San 
Francisco worksite. Community volunteers will join with Grounds 
Committee volunteers on Saturday, Apr. 30, to work on the 
kindergarten yard and around the school. The plans include 
removing the old, unused sandboxes and replacing them with a 
sand and water play station, and building a storage cabinet. We will 
also do some painting in the kindergarten yard and around the 

school and mount new bulletin boards. Rebuilding Together is also 
providing $1,000 for materials. Parents are invited to contribute by 
helping provide breakfast and lunch. To help, contact September 
Jarrett at 841-9230 or septemberjarrett@sbcglobal.net. 

GATE Workshop on Saturday, Apr. 16 
By Kay Kirman 
Parents and guardians are invited to a workshop on GATE and 
differentiated instruction at Miraloma to be held on Saturday, Apr. 
16, from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.  

What is GATE? How is giftedness identified? Can it be nurtured?What is GATE? How is giftedness identified? Can it be nurtured?What is GATE? How is giftedness identified? Can it be nurtured?What is GATE? How is giftedness identified? Can it be nurtured?    

Join us for answers to these and other questions when Kay Kirman, 
Miraloma’s GATE coordinator and fourth-/fifth-grade teacher, and 
Christie Lim, third-grade teacher, present a workshop on the 
subject. 

In addition to general information, participants will receive specific 
recommendations and resource information, including summer 
program opportunities. Light refreshments and childcare will be 
provided. Look for more details, including an RSVP slip, in an 
upcoming Wednesday envelope. 

Students’ Corner  
By Johnny Marples, first-grade teacher 

Thanks to a special mini-grant we received this fall, Miraloma 
students have been able to participate in ArtReach, a program run 
by the Museum of Arts and Crafts. The students in room 107 
learned about rice farming and made these sculptures from rice 
dough. Sculptures like these are used in religious festivals and 
celebrations in many parts of Asia, including Indonesia and the 
Philippines. Below: rice dough sculptures by several students. 

 

Box Tops Are Due This Friday 
Turn in your General Mills Box Tops in by this Friday, Mar. 25. Send 
them to school in the Wednesday envelope or drop them in the box 
in the office. Box Tops received after Spring Break will be redeemed 
next fall. Miraloma gets 10 cents for each one, and they add up! 
More information at www.boxtopsforeducation.com. 
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Family Science Night Was Experimental Fun!  

 
The Science Fair in the gym showed off students’ experiments. 

 
Hana Huang helped Derick Clemente learn about magnets. 

 
Diane Rosen (right) showed Angelina Ziegler and Kayla McCord 
composting basics. 

 
Elyse Campbell helped students create their own metamorphic 
rocks, using three colors of clay, minerals, and pressure. 

 
Phillip Montgomery (center) had a popular and exciting exhibit in the 
Science Fair, involving strong acid-alkaline reactions.  

 
In the yard, Michael Portuesi (center), a volunteer from Sidewalk 
Astronomers and president of SF Amateur Astronomers, helped 
Julian Long (left) and Goldameir Clemente (right) see the stars.  

Fifth Graders To Read At City Lights Bookstore 
With the help of our poet-in-residence, Sally Doyle, Miraloma’s fifth 
graders will read their work at City Lights bookstore in North Beach 
on Tuesday, Apr. 12, at 11 a.m. 

PTA Nominating Committee Formed 
By Tala Hartsough, PTA parliamentarian 
The PTA Nominating Committee is actively seeking people 
interested in serving on next year’s PTA executive board. This year’s 
Nominating Committee members are Heidi Edwards, Katie 
Handelman, Rebecca Hilario, Andrew Keeler, and Janet Razvaliaeff 
(with alternates Lori Lack and Ellie Rossiter).   

The committee welcomes suggestions for nominees for any of the 
PTA board positions, and will be reaching out to the school 
community in search of nominees. The Nominating Committee will 
present a list of nominees to the membership at the next PTA 
meeting, Apr. 11, and the election will be held at the May meeting. 

Scholastic Book Fair a Big Success  
By Wandaline Perelli, book fair co-chair 
The Scholastic Book Fair took in $7,300 this month. Parents bought 
more than a $1,000 worth of books for the classrooms, and the 
book profit lets us give the teachers $2,000 worth of books on their 
wish lists. Read-a-thon winners received a total of $380 in gift 
certificates to spend at the fair. The fourth and fifth graders will 
each have a Scholastic thesaurus for use in the classroom.  

Many thanks to Anita Dennis, Linda Kaurau-Rodriguez, Janet 
Razvaliaeff, and Heidi Edwards for helping to set up and break down 
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the fair, and to Teresa Muehlbauer for cashiering on Science Night. 
This year’s book fair team was Wandaline Perelli, Catherine 
Sparacino, and Moneka Urbanske. 

SFGate.com Features Miraloma Parent’s Story 
Leslie Kirk Campbell, mother of Jules Schenkel, second grader, 
recently published an article on SFGate.com, the online sister 
publication to the SF Chronicle. The title was “What, Your Kid's Not 
at Miraloma Elementary? One mother discovers great SF public  
schools you've never heard of.” To read it online, go to 
www.sfgate.com and enter Leslie’s full name or the title of the 
article in the search box.  
Leslie recounts her experiences searching for a school for her son, 
and her family’s final, happy settling here at Miraloma. Here’s a 
quote: “Together with many other Miraloma parents, we took the 
risk of joining in. My husband, a scientist, volunteered to teach the 
kindergartners about magnets. I, with my flexible work schedule, 
joined the new art committee and started dreaming about the 
school at night, my mind whirring with ideas…. Classrooms didn't 
have room parents, so I became one and met every family in my 
son's kindergarten—coming from Bay View, Excelsior, Ingleside, Noe 
Valley, and West Portal—inviting all of them, fathers and mothers 
alike, to volunteer. And they did.” 

Parent/Guardian – Principal Chat This Friday 
On Friday, Mar. 25 from 8:15 to 9 a.m., parents and guardians meet 
with our principal Marcia Parrott for a conversation about what’s 
happening. Join us in room 109. Refreshments served. 

Charlas con la Directora el estes Viernes  
Los invitamos a que asistan, hagan preguntas, escuchen o 
expresen sus opiniones. Se sirven bocadillos. Viernes, 25 de 
marzo, 8:15 a 9:00 a.m., en 109 (MEEP). 
家 校 交 。MarciaParrott校

， 家 監 關 家 ╱監

。 家 監 、 見。

舉 ，屆 。

，2 25 ， 8 15 9 ， 109 舉  
GATE: Frequently Asked Questions 
This is part of a regular series presenting answers to frequently asked 
questions about the Gifted and Talented Education (GATE) programs in the 
San Francisco Unified School District. Fourth-/fifth- grade teacher Kay 
Kirman is the coordinator for Miraloma’s GATE program. 

What is differentiated curriculum? What is differentiated curriculum? What is differentiated curriculum? What is differentiated curriculum?     

Differentiated curriculum occurs when the classroom teacher 
assesses each student’s needs and then creates class assignments 
and homework accordingly. The teacher may use eight instructional 
strategies in various combinations to modify the core curriculum for 
high-potential and GATE students.  

The first strategy follows; the others will be presented over the next 
five issues of the Gazette. 

▪ Compacting. Compacting. Compacting. Compacting. A three-step process that assesses what a student 
knows about material to be studied and what the student still needs 
to master; plans for learning what is not known and excuses student 
from what is known; and plans for free time to be spent in enriched 
or accelerated study. 

School Advisory Committee (SAC) Meets Thursday 
The School Advisory Council advises the principal and the School 
Site Council on how to address the needs of Title I students. The 
elected representatives are staff and parents of Title I students, who 
qualify for free or reduced lunch. The next meeting is Thursday, Mar. 
24, from 5:15 to 6:00 p.m., in the parent room. 
The World at Their Fingertips 

 

During a recent K2 and K8 fieldtrip to the Farmers’ Market, (left to 
right) Ezra Affoumado, Cheyenne Rooker, Madeleine Muzio (rear), 
and Conrad Ainslie took a close look at the fruit and vegetable 
offerings, finding plant parts they had learned about in their 
gardening unit. 

Developing Minds Video Series at Main Library 
The next video in this series, “Producing and Communicating Ideas,” 
will be shown at the main library (Larkin at Grove), from 6 to 7:45 
p.m. on Wednesday, Apr. 6. For more information, go to this Web 
site, www.sfpl.org, and click Events. 

Join the Miraloma Email Listserv  
The listserv is a venue for school-related and community 
announcements. Subscribing is easy to do. Send a blank email to: 
miralomaschoolmiralomaschoolmiralomaschoolmiralomaschool----subscribe@yasubscribe@yasubscribe@yasubscribe@yahoogroups.com hoogroups.com hoogroups.com hoogroups.com     

Follow the instructions you receive. Or visit: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/miralomaschool/ http://groups.yahoo.com/group/miralomaschool/ http://groups.yahoo.com/group/miralomaschool/ http://groups.yahoo.com/group/miralomaschool/     

To access the list members’ Web site, you will need to go through 
the Yahoo ID process in addition to subscribing by email. Go to the 
Web site listed above. Questions? Contact Andrew Keeler at 
ak@keelerkom.com or Lucy Pozzoni at thescottsat@sbcglobal.net. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    
Submission GuidelinesSubmission GuidelinesSubmission GuidelinesSubmission Guidelines-------- Deadlines have been altered to  Deadlines have been altered to  Deadlines have been altered to  Deadlines have been altered to 
accommodate Spring Break. accommodate Spring Break. accommodate Spring Break. accommodate Spring Break. In order to ensure sufficient space for 
your article, please submit a proposal with estimated size by 
Thursday, Mar. 24, 10 a.m. Then submit the full article by the 
deadline, Tuesday, Mar. 29, 5 p.m. The next issue is Apr. 6.  

All submissions are welcome and are subjAll submissions are welcome and are subjAll submissions are welcome and are subjAll submissions are welcome and are subject to approval by the ect to approval by the ect to approval by the ect to approval by the 
school administration.school administration.school administration.school administration. Place submissions or proposals in envelope 
marked “Gazette” that is hanging in office, or call Amy O’Hair at 
334-5154, or email amy@ohair-sherman.com.  

Photos by Seth Affoumado, Amy O’Hair, and Wandaline PerellPhotos by Seth Affoumado, Amy O’Hair, and Wandaline PerellPhotos by Seth Affoumado, Amy O’Hair, and Wandaline PerellPhotos by Seth Affoumado, Amy O’Hair, and Wandaline Perelli. i. i. i.     

Proofreading by Anita Dennis.Proofreading by Anita Dennis.Proofreading by Anita Dennis.Proofreading by Anita Dennis. 

Wed. Mar. 23 Thurs. Mar. 24 Fri. Mar. 25 Sat. Mar. 26 

The Puzzler will return on April 6.The Puzzler will return on April 6.The Puzzler will return on April 6.The Puzzler will return on April 6.    
    

 

 3-5 Sing-along 
School Advisory Comm. 

(SAC) Meets 5:15pm 

K-2 Sing-along 
Principal Chat 

8:15am, Room 109 

 

Mon. Mar. 28 Tue. Mar. 29 Wed. Mar. 30 Thurs. Mar. 31 Fri. Apr. 1 Sat. Apr. 2 

     Next Gazette Deadline is Tuesday, Mar. 29                                      SPRING BREAK – NO SCHOOL 

Mon. Apr. 4 Tue. Apr. 5 Wed. Apr. 6 Thurs. Apr. 7 Fri. Apr. 8 Sat. Apr. 9 

  Next Gazette issue 3-5 Sing-along 
 

K-2 Sing-along  


