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Featured Staff Member 
Interview by Amy O’Hair 

Name: Name: Name: Name: Wah Kung 

Years at Miraloma: Years at Miraloma: Years at Miraloma: Years at Miraloma: Seven    

What he does: What he does: What he does: What he does: I am a custodian. 
I clean the downstairs and the 
yard. I clean classrooms, 
hallways, stairs, and the 
bathrooms—everything 
downstairs. I remove graffiti. 
During the spring break I wash 
the bathrooms and clean out the 
classrooms. During the winter 
break we wax the hallway floors. 
During the summer we clean the 
furniture, walls, and floors. We 
move out all the furniture from 
the classrooms to clean the floors and the whole classroom.  

What he enjoys about Miraloma: What he enjoys about Miraloma: What he enjoys about Miraloma: What he enjoys about Miraloma: We have a nice staff. The 
teachers are nice—mostly they keep their classrooms real clean. 
Students are nice—every year getting better. 

A special memory from his student days:A special memory from his student days:A special memory from his student days:A special memory from his student days: In kindergarten we had 
colored tables like the ones in the library here, but in first grade 
we had to sit on long benches. The school was small, just one 
class for each grade. The custodian there only cleaned after 
school—we didn’t see him. He lived at the school with his family, 
and he watched the school at night. 

Other interests:Other interests:Other interests:Other interests: I do gardening, and I clean at home, too. I 
collect orchids. I have a lot. I haven’t showed them yet—I haven’t 
had a chance. When I moved to a new place, some didn’t 
survive. 
 

GATE Workshop on Saturday, Apr. 16 
By Kay Kirman 

Parents and guardians are invited to a workshop on GATE and 
differentiated instruction at Miraloma to be held on Saturday, 
Apr. 16, from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the school. 

What is GATE? How is giftedness identified? Can it be nurtured?What is GATE? How is giftedness identified? Can it be nurtured?What is GATE? How is giftedness identified? Can it be nurtured?What is GATE? How is giftedness identified? Can it be nurtured?  

Join us for answers to these and other questions when Kay 
Kirman, Miraloma’s GATE coordinator and fourth-/fifth-grade 
teacher, and Christie Lim, third-grade teacher, present a 
workshop on the subject. 

In addition to general information, participants will receive 
specific recommendations and information on resources, 
including summer program opportunities. Light refreshments and 
childcare will be provided. Look for more details, including an 
RSVP slip, in an upcoming Wednesday envelope. 

School Site Council (SSC) Meets Apr. 18  
The School Site Council (SSC) is the primary decision-making 
body at our school. Elected faculty and parent/guardian 
representatives guide the school’s academic planning process 
to ensure that the needs of all students are addressed in the 
school’s Academic Plan. The next meeting is Mon., Apr. 18, from 
6:30 to 8 p.m. in the library. 

Featured Volunteer  
Interview by LindaKay Brown 

Name:Name:Name:Name: Lorraine Woodruff-
Long 

Children at Miraloma:Children at Miraloma:Children at Miraloma:Children at Miraloma: Julian 
Long, second grade, and 
Adrienne Long, kindergarten 

Years as a Miraloma family:Years as a Miraloma family:Years as a Miraloma family:Years as a Miraloma family: 
Three  

Favorite thing about Favorite thing about Favorite thing about Favorite thing about 
Miraloma:Miraloma:Miraloma:Miraloma: The strong 
community. I love that the 
staff and parents strive for 
the greater good of all 
children. I have met 
wonderful teachers and 
parents here—people I hope 
will be friends for life. Miraloma is truly the "village" it takes to 
raise a child! 

How she volunteers at Miraloma:How she volunteers at Miraloma:How she volunteers at Miraloma:How she volunteers at Miraloma: I serve on the Site Council, 
volunteer in both kids' classrooms, and am a PTA member. 

The best part about volunteering:The best part about volunteering:The best part about volunteering:The best part about volunteering: Becoming a public school 
parent has shaped me in much the same way being a Peace 
Corp Volunteer did. Peace Corps completely changed the way I 
viewed the world and my role in it. As a public school parent, I 
see our future every time I walk into the school. I've become 
passionate about public education as the key to our future. I 
once heard a great quote: "We are the leaders we have been 
waiting for." I would love to mobilize parents to take on school 
finance reform. 

Impact volunteering has on her children:Impact volunteering has on her children:Impact volunteering has on her children:Impact volunteering has on her children: When my daughter 
plays dolls, they dress up and "go to meetings." Seriously, my 
kids love when I help in their classrooms. They know education 
is valued in our family. 

Advice to prospective volunteers:Advice to prospective volunteers:Advice to prospective volunteers:Advice to prospective volunteers: Do what you can—help out 
once a year, once a month, or once a day—at school, or from 
home or work. All help is welcome and needed.  

The most important thing you can do is support your children in 
their education at home. 

Outside interests:Outside interests:Outside interests:Outside interests: Hanging out with my family, riding bikes and 
doing art projects at home—and advocating for public school 
finance reform! 

Interested in volunteering at Miraloma? Contact Volunteer 
Coordinator Katie Handelman at 920-9593 or poppy3@jps.net. 

Technology Meeting on Monday, Apr. 11 
By September Jarrett 

There will be a Technology Committee meeting on Monday, Apr. 
11, from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. in the computer lab (just before the 
PTA meeting). This will be an initial effort to organize a smooth 
transition from Patsy and Mino Taoyama’s amazing support for 
our technology program, and begin to develop a tech plan for 
next year.  

Childcare is available by request. Please contact September 
Jarrett, at septemberjarrett@sbcglobal.net or 334-2490. 
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Please Turn in Your Photos or Photo Payment        
Before spring break you should have received your child’s spring 
“casual” photos. If you do not wish to purchase any, please 
return these to the school now. If you do wish to keep some or 
all of the photos, follow the instructions, enclose a check, and 
return with the unwanted ones in the Wednesday envelope.  

Parent Tutoring Task Force: April Events 
By Leslie Kirk Campbell 
We will continue to develop our new volunteer tutoring task 
force for 2005-2006 with a kick-off meeting and more trainings 
for interested parents. The meeting will be on Wednesday, Apr. 
20, from 5 to 6 p.m. in K1. We will begin specific planning and 
scheduling and hear what the teachers are envisioning for the 
volunteer tutoring program. We are looking for parents who can 
commit to volunteering at least one hour per week working with 
the same teacher and students. 

Also this month, San Francisco School Volunteers will be 
offering an hour-long workshop, “Tips for Tutoring,” on Friday, 
Apr. 22, from 8:30 to 10 a.m. in the cafeteria, and on Tuesday, 
Apr. 26, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. in room 109 (MEEP). This 
workshop provides a basic overview on tutoring, reading, writing, 
and math. Learning styles, journal writing, and other relevant 
topics will also be featured. 

For more info on the meeting, contact Stacy Moore, at 824-
6189 or stacy@walstads.net.  For more info on the training, 
contact Leslie Campbell, at 285-1926 or 
leslie@ripefruitwriting.com . 

PTA Meeting Next Monday, Apr. 11 
By LindaKay Brown, PTA VP of Membership 

The PTA invites you to join us for our monthly general meeting 
on Monday, Apr. 11. The Nominating Committee will announce 
the slate for next year's PTA executive board, and we'll hear 
reports on recent activities and discuss upcoming projects like 
the Spring Festival.  

The meeting will held in the library from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. Come 
at 6:15 and have time to chat with others. The PTA will provide 
childcare and a pizza dinner for the kids in the MEEP room. 

PTA Officer Nomination Ballots Due Now        

The ballot for nominating candidates for next year’s PTA officers 
went home in the Wednesday envelope before spring break—a 
lavender-colored flyer. If you wish to nominate yourself or 
someone you know, complete this form and turn it in by 
tomorrow, Thursday, Apr. 7, in the Wednesday Envelope.  

If you have lost the form, simply write your nomination on a 
sheet of paper. The open positions are: president, vice president 
of programs, vice president of fundraising, vice president of 
membership, secretary, volunteer coordinator, treasurer, 
auditor, and historian. If you have questions, contact any PTA 
board member or Parliamentarian Tala Hartsough, at 585-7317. 

Chevy’s Fundraiser Next Wednesday 

The Chevy’s spring fundraiser is Wednesday, Apr. 13, from 5 to 
9 p.m. at the Stonestown Chevy’s. Look for the flyer in the 
Wednesday envelope this week. Then bring the flyer to the 
restaurant and enjoy a good meal with Miraloma friends.  The 
restaurant donates 20% of the proceeds to the school. 

Correction on Yearbook Order Form Information 

Some order forms that went out the week of Mar. 16 incorrectly 
stated that the yearbook will be printed in color. Our yearbook is 
printed in black and white, though the cover is color. The 
yearbook will be available mid- to late-May. If you have forgotten 
to place your order, contact Patsy at patsyjo@mac.com. 

Principal’s Corner 
We hope you and your family enjoyed the Spring Break and are 
returning with renewed energy!  

Our state California Standards test (CST) for second to fifth 
graders is just around the corner, from Apr. 19 to May 4. This 
includes make-up time for students who are absent.  

Students’ academic skills will be assessed in the areas of 
language arts and math. The third graders will take an additional 
California Achievement Test (CAT6) and the fifth graders will take 
an additional science test.   

The best ways to prepare your child are: a good night’s sleep, a 
healthy breakfast, and getting to school on time. Teachers are 
sending test practice worksheets home, so you can help your 
child prepare. Parents will receive their child’s test results by mail 
in August. The test results will help to determine our school’s 
Academic Performance Index (API).  

Thanks for your support!  

--Marcia Parrott 

Spring Festival Silent Auction—You Can Help! 
By Anne Crawford 
The Miraloma PTA will once again hold a silent auction during 
the Spring Festival on Saturday, May 7. PTAs throughout the city 
have found silent auctions to be one of the best ways to raise 
money for their school communities. Parents and friends can 
bid on items that they would purchase anyway, and 100% of the 
proceeds benefit programs for the children. However, to make 
this silent auction successful, we need your help in soliciting 
items. Here is a crash course in soliciting donations: 

Do you have family or friends?Do you have family or friends?Do you have family or friends?Do you have family or friends? Think of ways they might 
contribute. Is your mother-in-law a quilter? Ask her to donate a 
quilt. Does your father do woodwork? Ask him to make an item 
such as a coat rack or toy box. Jewelry is always a favorite. And, 
don’t forget yourself. Are you a knitter? Knit a poncho, a scarf, or 
a pair of fingerless gloves. Are you a baker? Donate a gift 
certificate for a “dessert of the month” that you will provide to 
the purchaser over a set number of months.  

Not so crafty? Can you take another child to the zoo for the 
afternoon with your child? Can you take a child to the movies? 
Donate your time on an outing—always a popular auction item. 
Or get together with a friend and assemble a themed gift basket, 
such as “Spiderman,” “Kid’s Gardening,” “Spy Gear,” “Newberry 
Award-Winning Books,” or “Mom’s Night In.” The possibilities are 
endless! 

Remember, all donated items should be new and in their 
original packaging. Save those “gently used” finds for the 
Rummage Sale next fall.  

Are there businesses you frequent a lot? Are there businesses you frequent a lot? Are there businesses you frequent a lot? Are there businesses you frequent a lot? Gift certificates for 
restaurants, shops, and fitness studios are also popular items. If 
you are a known customer, chances are good that the owner or 
manager will be happy to give you a gift certificate. Before you 
solicit, send an email to Gina Cicciarelli at livigray@pacbell.net 
or call her at 626-1823, to make sure we haven’t already 
solicited that business.  

But I’m too scared to ask! But I’m too scared to ask! But I’m too scared to ask! But I’m too scared to ask! Most schools have auctions and store 
managers are used to being approached for donations. Don’t be 
shy. They are usually very friendly! You may also send a letter, if 
you prefer—then follow up in a week or so with a phone call. 
Smaller businesses may prefer the in-person approach, while 
bigger businesses often like a letter and a phone call. 

All the forms you need are on the school listserv Web site, under 
the “files” section. Sign in at www.groups.yahoo.com. The “All-in-
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One” donation form can be used as a gift certificate or donation 
form, for businesses or for friends.  

Or download our form letter with all the auction details—you can 
personalize it to suit your needs. If you mail a letter, businesses 
often appreciate a stamped envelope addressed to the school 
(attn: PTA Auction) to return donations in. Turn in any gift 
certificates to the parent box in the office. Larger items should 
go Jane Austin. Contact her at jeaustin@sbcglobal.net or 334-
2829. 

PTA Grant-writing Committee Report 
By Jeff Kaliss 

Not exactly pots of gold at the end of recent rainbows, but the 
Parent Grant-writing Committee has been identifying sources of 
money for a variety of Miraloma programs from a number of 
different providers. Committee chair September Jarrett, at a 
meeting at her home on Mar. 22, said that she perceives her 
group as proceeding in "building mode"—developing efficient 
and effective approaches to the three major functions of the 
grant process: prospecting grants, applying for available monies, 
and administering awarded grants.  

Proposals for five grants have been submitted in the current 
school year so far, with three already secured, totaling $13,500, 
and two in pending status, totaling $82,000. Some fifty 
additional prospects promising "a high success rate" have also 
been identified. These prospects target tech needs, gardening, 

arts, physical education, and family nights, among other things. 
Professional development, poetry, math, literacy, science, 
playground, field trips, assemblies, and library needs are also 
addressed, though at a perhaps reduced rate. There’s potential 
in working with other schools for collaborative grants. In 
addition, kindergarten parent Julie Clark is investigating a 
fundraising "Book Night" hosted by her employer, Barnes & 
Noble. 

In September’s oversight function, she intends to keep tabs on 
the financial planning of the Miraloma faculty and other 
Miraloma organizations such as the SSC and the PTA, and to 
formulate a calendar of upcoming grant deadlines and a 
prospectus extending into the next school year.  

Parents who are interested but couldn’t attend this meeting are 
invited to the next one, at September’s home, 41 Sequoia 
Street, after drop-off (about 8 a.m.) on Thursday, Apr. 14. 
Parents with interest and willingness are urged to volunteer to 
write grants, in particular someone who can apply a green 
thumb to writing a grant for gardening activity. You don’t need 
prior skill, just time and passion for particular projects and an 
intention to help create an exciting, successful school 
environment—despite federal, state, and district budget 
restrictions.  

Please contact September at septemberjarrett@sbcglobal.net or 
334-2490.  Feel free to voice your own priorities and 
suggestions.  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Students’ Corner 
ThirdThirdThirdThird----Grade Project: Grade Project: Grade Project: Grade Project:     
Totem PolesTotem PolesTotem PolesTotem Poles    
By Talat Jabbar, third-grade teacher 

In third grade we emphasize the San 
Francisco bay area. We have learned about 
the first inhabitants of North America. I 
chose to focus on Kwakuitl because they are 
a representative native people who lived 
along the coast in forested areas. 

We examined the Kwakuitl art of 
woodcarving and their use of woodcarvings 
in ceremonies. This integration emphasizes 
their closeness to nature. 

Students had a wonderful time making the  
totem poles using paper and kitchen rolls. In  
addition to developing art skills, it helped 
students learn to use recycled materials. 

Ms. Lim and I rotate the classes for science 
and social studies. I teach the third grade 
social studies to both room 101 and 105. 
This way the students are getting more 
detailed and specific information on both 
subjects. 

Kwakuitl Totem PolesKwakuitl Totem PolesKwakuitl Totem PolesKwakuitl Totem Poles    

By De’ja Drummer, third grader 

Totem poles were an important part of 
Kwakuitl life. Totem poles showed a 
family’s history. A totem pole can be 10 
to 70 feet tall. The Kwakuitl celebrated 
important events such as weddings or 
births. The way people act during such  
important events is called a ceremony. A totem pole 
raising was held on many special occasions, such as 

weddings and funerals. Totem poles showed a family’s 
importance in the community. 
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Gardening Date This Saturday, Apr. 9 
From 10 a.m. to noon on this Saturday, Apr. 9, please join other 
volunteers to work on gardening tasks around the school. If you 
have questions, contact Paul Korntheuer, paul@rarefaction.com. 

GATE: Frequently Asked Questions 
This is part of a regular series presenting answers to frequently asked 
questions about the Gifted and Talented Education (GATE) programs in 
the San Francisco Unified School District. Fourth-/fifth- grade teacher 
Kay Kirman is the coordinator for Miraloma’s GATE program. 

What is differentiated curriculum? What is differentiated curriculum? What is differentiated curriculum? What is differentiated curriculum?     

Differentiated curriculum occurs when the classroom teacher 
assesses each student’s needs and then creates class 
assignments and homework accordingly. The teacher may use 
eight instructional strategies in various combinations to modify 
the core curriculum for high-potential and GATE students.  

The last issue of the Gazette covered compacting. Here are two 
more strategies. The remaining five will be covered in future 
issues. 

▪ Independent ProjectsIndependent ProjectsIndependent ProjectsIndependent Projects. This is a process through which student 
and teacher identify problems or topics of interest to the 
student. Both student and teacher plan a method of 
investigating the problem or topic and identifying the type of 
product the student will develop. 

▪ Interest centers/groups. Interest centers/groups. Interest centers/groups. Interest centers/groups. Interest centers, which are often used 
with younger children, and interest groups, which are often used 
with older students, provide enrichment for students who 
demonstrate mastery and competence with required work. 

Fund-raising Reminder For Families 

Turn your everyday shopping into money for Miraloma! Scrip 
programs are a steady, easy source of funds to support 
programs for our students. Make sure you are enrolled in as 
many programs as appropriate for your family’s shopping habits. 
If you have questions, please call Moneka Urbanske at 585-
3844 or murbanske@sbcglobal.net.             

eScrip. eScrip. eScrip. eScrip. Register your Safeway card and/or your credit cards 
online at www.escrip.com, then use them at participating stores. 
Miraloma receives 1% to 3% of proceeds. Our number is 
#5109134. If you need help, call Moneka, 585-3844.  

SchoolPop.com.SchoolPop.com.SchoolPop.com.SchoolPop.com. Shop online through this portal Web site, and 
Miraloma recieves varying amounts from participating vendors. 
Go to www.schoolpop.com to sign up and then each time you 
shop. 

TargetTargetTargetTarget will give 1% of your purchases to Miraloma when you use 
its Visa card. Go to www.target.com to find out more. 

Rainbow GroceryRainbow GroceryRainbow GroceryRainbow Grocery offers a scrip program that donates 10% of 
your purchases to Miraloma. To purchase scrip, contact Amy 
O’Hair at amy@ohair-sherman.com or 334-5154.  

Good Life GroceryGood Life GroceryGood Life GroceryGood Life Grocery (Bernal Heights or Potrero Hill). Buy scrip to 
use like cash at the store and 7.5% of your purchases go to 
Miraloma. Contact Tanja Gubser at tgubser@gmail.com or 643-
3573. 

Albertson’s. Albertson’s. Albertson’s. Albertson’s. GGGGet an Albertson’s Community Partners Card and 
present it every time you shop. Earns 2% for Miraloma. Call 
Moneka Urbanske 585-3844 and leave message.  

BoxBoxBoxBox----TopsTopsTopsTops: Send them to school with your child; each is worth 10 
cents to Miraloma. The collection box is in the office. Also earn 
money for Miraloma at www.boxtops4education.com.  

Cell phones and eCell phones and eCell phones and eCell phones and empty inkjet cartridgesmpty inkjet cartridgesmpty inkjet cartridgesmpty inkjet cartridges also earn money for 
Miraloma. Send them with your child or drop off in the office.  
The Puzzler: Networks I  

 

Which one of the above networks is transversible—that is, can 
be traced over without doubling back on any of the lines? 

Ms. Kirman is accepting solutions to the puzzlers and awarding 
certificates. Turn in your solution to her directly on the yard, or 
place in the folder outside room 10. 
Please include your name, age, room 
number, and teacher’s name. 

Spirit To Go! Show your school 

spirit with Miraloma-wear. Tee shirts for 
kids are $8, adults $10. Sweatshirts 
for kids and adults ($16) and long-
sleeved tees for adults ($12) are also 
available. Contact Laurrie Petrelli at 
282-0145 or laurriepetrelli@yahoo.com. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    
Submission Guidelines: Submission Guidelines: Submission Guidelines: Submission Guidelines: In order to ensure sufficient space for 
your article, please submit a proposal with estimated size by 
Monday, Apr. 11, 10 a.m. Then submit the full article by the 
deadline, Thursday, Apr. 14, 5 p.m. The next issue is Apr. 20.  

All submissions are welcome and are subject to approval by the All submissions are welcome and are subject to approval by the All submissions are welcome and are subject to approval by the All submissions are welcome and are subject to approval by the 
school administration.school administration.school administration.school administration. Place submissions or proposals in the 
folder marked “Gazette” in the office, or contact Amy O’Hair at 
334-5154 or amy@ohair-sherman.com. 

Photos this issue: Amy O’Hair. 

Testing for grades 2-5 is Apr. 18-29 Wed. Apr. 6 Thurs. Apr. 7 Fri. Apr. 8 Sat. Apr. 9 

Make sure your child has 

a good breakfast! 
 3-5 Sing-along 

  

K-2 Sing-along Gardening Date 
10am to 12pm 

Mon. Apr. 11 Tue. Apr. 12 Wed. Apr. 13 Thurs. Apr. 14 Fri. Apr. 15 Sat. Apr. 16 

Technology Mtg  
5:30-6:30pm 

Parent-Teacher Assn (PTA) 
Meets, 6:30-8pm 

  

Chevy’s Night 
5-9pm 

Grant-writing Comm. Meets 
8am (see article) 

School Spirit Day - SPORTS 
Gazette Deadline 5pm 

K-2 Sing-along 
 

GATE Workshop 
9am-12pm 

Mon. Apr. 18 Tue. Apr. 19 Wed. Apr. 20 Thurs. Apr. 21 Fri. Apr. 22 Sat. Apr. 23 

School Site Council (SSC) 
Meets, 6:30-8pm 

 Next Gazette issue 3-5 Sing-along 
 

K-2 Sing-along  


