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MIRALOMA GAZETTE 
MIRALOMA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  

SAN FRANCISCO, CA   �  MAY 4, 2005  

_________________Special Double IssueSpecial Double IssueSpecial Double IssueSpecial Double Issue_________________

Featured Staff Member 
Interview by Amy O’Hair 

Name:Name:Name:Name: Sue Tran 

Years at Miraloma:Years at Miraloma:Years at Miraloma:Years at Miraloma: One. I started 
last summer. 

What she does: What she does: What she does: What she does: I am the 
custodian for the upstairs. I am 
a temporary custodian for Helen 
Koo, who is out on disability.  

Every day I sweep classrooms, 
mop floors, and clean 
bathrooms. I vacuum the library 
rug and the doormats. I empty 
all the trash and recycling. In the 
summer we dust, wash, strip the 
floors and clean everything. 

I work from 2:30 to 6:30 p.m. here, then I go to SOTA [School of 
the Arts, a nearby high school] and work from 7:30 to 11:30 
p.m. 

What she enjoys about Miraloma:What she enjoys about Miraloma:What she enjoys about Miraloma:What she enjoys about Miraloma: The staff is nice. The parents 
are nice. The place is clean. 

A special memory from her student days: A special memory from her student days: A special memory from her student days: A special memory from her student days: I was in school in 
China. There was no custodian. The students cleaned every day 
after school. They checked which class was cleanest. The 
cleanest one got a note of recognition every day. 

My teacher cared for us. After school and cleaning, we stayed 
and the teacher helped us to learn more, helped us to read. 

Other Other Other Other interests: interests: interests: interests: Cooking. I like to go out to tea and dim sum with 
my family. I have two children, ages 4 and 6. 

 

    

                        Spring Festival Spring Festival Spring Festival Spring Festival     
 This Saturday! This Saturday! This Saturday! This Saturday!    

Saturday, May 7, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.Saturday, May 7, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.Saturday, May 7, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.Saturday, May 7, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.    

Join the games and fun! Join the games and fun! Join the games and fun! Join the games and fun!     

季慶 5 7 ， 

11 3   

来来来请 家 ! 赛 奖 !  

FestivFestivFestivFestival de la primaveraal de la primaveraal de la primaveraal de la primavera    
¡Juegos y premios!¡Juegos y premios!¡Juegos y premios!¡Juegos y premios!        
Sábado 7 de mayo, Sábado 7 de mayo, Sábado 7 de mayo, Sábado 7 de mayo, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.11 a.m. to 3 p.m.11 a.m. to 3 p.m.11 a.m. to 3 p.m.    
    
    

 

Featured Volunteer  
Interview by LindaKay Brown 

Name:Name:Name:Name: Tanja Gubser 

Child at Miraloma:Child at Miraloma:Child at Miraloma:Child at Miraloma:  Olivia 
Gubser, second grade 

Years as a Miraloma family:Years as a Miraloma family:Years as a Miraloma family:Years as a Miraloma family: 
Three. 

FavorFavorFavorFavorite thing about ite thing about ite thing about ite thing about 
Miraloma:Miraloma:Miraloma:Miraloma:  When Olivia first 
started school, my favorite 
thing about Miraloma was the 
campus itself. I loved the 
library, the auditorium, the 
wide clean hallways, and the 
kindergarten classrooms. The 
view at morning circle took my 
breath away.  

As my family participated in school events and in the classroom, 
it was the wonderful community at Miraloma that truly endeared 
it to my heart. We are very fortunate to have such a great group 
of dedicated, talented, and friendly teachers, staff, and families. 
The community events are so much fun, and even the everyday 
exchanges in the hallways are meaningful. That kind of positive 
energy radiates throughout all the things the school does. 

How she volunteers at Miraloma:How she volunteers at Miraloma:How she volunteers at Miraloma:How she volunteers at Miraloma:  I used to spend a lot more 
time in the classroom, which allowed me to really get to know 
the kids, the teachers, and the pulse of the day. I really enjoyed 
reading to the children in the library and helping with art 
projects. 

This year I have spent most of my time with PTA Executive Board 
duties. [Tanja is president of the PTA this year.]  That works well 
for me now, because I take care of my younger daughter during 
the days, but I do really miss being in the classroom. 

The best part about volunteering:The best part about volunteering:The best part about volunteering:The best part about volunteering:  The best part of volunteering 
for me is getting to know the other kids in the school, watching 
them learn and grow over time. I also enjoy helping the 
community as a whole achieve its goals. We have been so 
successful this year. It is inspiring! 

Advice to prospective volunteers:Advice to prospective volunteers:Advice to prospective volunteers:Advice to prospective volunteers:  Talk to your child’s teacher 
about how you can help. Attend school events. Be a part of the 
community. It has a tremendous impact on all the children when 
parents get involved at school. 

Outside interests:  Outside interests:  Outside interests:  Outside interests:  When I have the time and energy, I love to 
read, garden, cook, swim, hike, and camp. Maybe I can get to all 
those things this summer! 

On a personal note:On a personal note:On a personal note:On a personal note: It is with great sadness that our family is 
leaving Miraloma at the end of the year. We have another baby 
on the way (!) and cannot afford a larger house in San Francisco. 
We will miss everyone dearly, and I hope the school will continue 
on its exciting path of growth and success!  

To learn how you can volunteer at Miraloma, contact Volunteer 
Coordinator Katie Handelman at 920-9593 or poppy3@jps.net. 
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New Risograph Copier Arrives 
Last month, teachers attended a training session (below) to learn 
to use the new high-speed Risograph copier. The machine was 
purchased by the PTA. 

 

 

Volunteer Tea: A Delicious Honor 
On Monday April 18, many of the 150 volunteers who help at 
Miraloma were honored at a tea held in the library. The attendees 
enjoyed a vast array of elegant and delicious foods, courtesy of 
Miraloma’s thoughtful teachers, and the good conversation of our 
community. All volunteers received certificates acknowledging 
their important contribution to the school. 

 

Anne Collins (left), talking with Marge Summerwill and Cathy Yee 

 

Teacher Hana Huang and parent Heidi Edwards  

 

Parents Lori Lack, Lorraine Woodruff-Long, and Anne Crawford 

Music Festival to Be Held Friday, May 20 
The Spring Musical Festival is coming, so mark your calendars. 
Friday, May 20, 7 p.m., is a night of music at Miraloma. Students 
will perform the instrumental pieces they have been practicing all 
year, for your listening pleasure. District music teacher Alice 
Mosley will lead the students. Third graders will play recorders, 
fourth and fifth graders will play violins and flute.  

Join the Miraloma Email Listserv  
The listserv is a venue for school-related and community 
announcements. Subscribing is easy. Send a blank email to: 
miralomaschoolmiralomaschoolmiralomaschoolmiralomaschool----subscribe@yahoogroups.com subscribe@yahoogroups.com subscribe@yahoogroups.com subscribe@yahoogroups.com     

Follow the instructions you receive. Or visit: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/miralomaschool/ http://groups.yahoo.com/group/miralomaschool/ http://groups.yahoo.com/group/miralomaschool/ http://groups.yahoo.com/group/miralomaschool/     
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A New Face in the Office,  

A New Voice on the Phone 
Alvin Garcia joined Miraloma’s staff 
about two weeks ago, as a 
temporary worker replacing our 
secretary, Eliska Mobley, who is 
out on family leave until the end of 
this school year. 

Mr. Garcia had been at Thurgood 
Marshall High School until his 
transfer here. His area is 
information technology, and he 
hopes to have a permanent 
position someday working with 
computers. Meanwhile, he is taking care of all the daily secretarial 
tasks for the school, and he has spiffed up the office, to boot!  

Spring Festival Silent Auction: Fantastic Offerings 
By Anne Crawford 

This Saturday, May 7, our kids can have a great time at the Spring 
Festival, playing games and winning prizes. For grown-ups, there 
is a silent auction full of great possibilities. Here are some of the 
items to bid on. It’s a good chance to find a bargain, even if you’ve 
never done it before. Bring your checkbook, no cash. –Ed. 

Unbelievable!Unbelievable!Unbelievable!Unbelievable! How did our little Spring Festival auction committee 
get Cole Hardware to donate a $700 Traeger grill? Well, a little 
work, and a lot of luck! Gina Cicciarelli entered Miraloma’s name 
in a drawing exclusively for schools and non-profits in San 
Francisco to auction off in their spring fund-raisers, and we won!  

The grill:The grill:The grill:The grill: According to the folks at Cole, this Traeger “Little Tex” 
pellet grill is the hottest product to hit the barbecue market in 
years. It is a combination grill and smoker that makes meats and 
vegetables taste wonderful, and, the grilling is nearly effortless. 
Check out a picture at www.colehardware.com (and see our 
school featured).  

Gina’s reaction?Gina’s reaction?Gina’s reaction?Gina’s reaction? “I’m so excited! I’ve never won anything! I hope it 
gets some of the dads get really geared up for the auction!” Thank 
you to the folks at Cole Hardware for this great grill. Bid on the 
Gourmet Sauce gift basket from Dave’s Gourmet and you’re set 
for the summer! 

Hot sounds: Hot sounds: Hot sounds: Hot sounds: Here’s something else to get dads (and moms) 
excited: a 4GB iPod Mini that holds 1,000 songs, donated by Scott 
Baker, a $200 value. 

Hand knits:Hand knits:Hand knits:Hand knits: For those who love hand-knits there are ponchos for 
adults and kids, donated by Lee Mitchell, and beautiful knit hats 
and scarves, donated by Stacy Moore, Johnny Marples, Laurrie 
Petrelli, Catherine Sparacino, Ellie Rossiter, and other members of 
the loosely-knit association of Sandy Park Knitters (“SParK”). And 
who wouldn’t love a necklace or earrings hand-made by Jane 
Austin? 

Incoming parent help:Incoming parent help:Incoming parent help:Incoming parent help: Many thanks to a parent whose child isn’t 
even yet in kindergarten, Katherine Young, who solicited a wine 
and snacks basket from Cost Plus and a three-month membership 
to Curves on Church Street. Daughter Sophia will be entering 
kindergarten in August.  

More Spring Festival Silent Auction Goodies  
By Anne Crawford 

At the Spring Festival silent auction, there are also a large number 
of intangible gift certificates and services to bid on. 

Here are some posHere are some posHere are some posHere are some possibilities for a child’s birthdaysibilities for a child’s birthdaysibilities for a child’s birthdaysibilities for a child’s birthday: A 1½ hour swim 
party for 22 swimmers donated by Anderson’s Swim School ($235 
value), or half a sheet cake with your choice of illustration from 
the Cake Gallery ($70 value). 

Fun family outings are available,Fun family outings are available,Fun family outings are available,Fun family outings are available, including admission to Zeum, 
Bay Area Discovery Museum in Sausalito, Children’s Discovery 
Museum of San Jose, Happy Hollow Park and Zoo, Exploratorium, 
California Academy of Sciences, Pixieland, Asian Art Museum, and 
Aquarium of the Bay at Fisherman’s Wharf. There are also tickets 
to the magic show at the Randall Museum with the Buddy Club 
($35 value) and to “Annie” at the Shorenstein Theater ($160 
value). 

Kids’ classes offered:Kids’ classes offered:Kids’ classes offered:Kids’ classes offered: One month of martial arts training at One 
Martial Arts and uniform ($248 value), one-year membership at 
American Gymnastics ($90 value), two belay safety class 
packages from Mission Cliffs ($56 value), half a season’s classes 
at Dance Mission ($80 value), and $25 toward any Acrosports 
class, camp, or birthday party. 

Hot dates for parents:Hot dates for parents:Hot dates for parents:Hot dates for parents: A private tour for eight at Anchor Brewery 
($150 value), Queen’s Tea for two at Lovejoy’s Tearoom ($40 
value), dinner for two at the Melting Pot restaurant ($100 value), 
a stay at Avalon B & B in Sebastopol ($195 value), brunch for two 
at Savor ($20 value), four entrees at Pasta Pomodoro ($40 value), 
and any hand-on class at Viking Home Chef ($79 value). 

For those of us who need to get in shape:For those of us who need to get in shape:For those of us who need to get in shape:For those of us who need to get in shape: A six-month 
membership at any Bally Total Fitness location ($550 value), a 
one-month membership at Curves on Portola ($124 value), a 
three-month membership at Curves on Church St. ($327 value); 
and a 10-class pass at Bernal Yoga ($100 value). 

How about great stores around town?How about great stores around town?How about great stores around town?How about great stores around town? Gift certificates from Sports 
Basement, Connecticut Yankee, Waiters on Wheels, Kids Only, 
Noe Knits, Small Fry’s, Nourish Skin Care, Old Navy, Great Stuff, 
Alaya Boutique, Paul’s Celtic Cutters, Lullaby Lane, Le Video, Hair 
Play, Rainbow Grocery Cooperative, Sunset Sauna, and more. 

There will be lots of other great bargains as well! Bid early, bid 
often, and help raise lots of money for programs for our kids. 
Checks only, please. Checks only, please. Checks only, please. Checks only, please. Thanks to all the merchants and individuals 
who donated to our silent auction.  

So, this Saturday, May 7, bring the kids to the Spring Festival for a 
great time—and bid on a few great items for yourself! 

KASPER’s Spring Festival T-Shirt Booth 
This year, students will have another opportunity to create their 
own colorful T-shirts at KASPER’s Spring Festival booth. For just a 
ticket or two and the cost of the T-shirt ($3), your child can use 
acrylic paints, brushes, and stencils to express themselves on 
wearable art.  

Last year this was a very popular booth, so come early. They have 
expanded it—bigger and better! The ticket proceeds will be 
donated to the PTA. There are T-shirt sizes for all kids. KASPER is 
one of Miraloma’s afterschool programs. KASPER’s Student 
Leadership Team and other KASPER students will run the booth.  

Parent Tutoring Task Force Shaping up 
By Leslie Kirk Campbell 

The Parent Tutor Task Force is the creation of the Miraloma 
School Site Council (SSC). The Academic Plan, authored by the 
SSC, includes the goal of steadily decreasing the achievement gap 
at our school. Parent volunteers, under the direction of classroom 
teachers, will supplement the hard work of teachers and 
specialists by tutoring targeted students, especially in reading. 
Each tutor makes a commitment of at least half an hour per week 
to a student or small group of students. 

Last month, a kick-off meeting for parent tutors, plus two tutoring 
workshops to train them, got the ball rolling. Now 25 parents have 
received training, and there are enough trained tutors to have one 
to two of them in each first- through fifth-grade classroom.  

In addition, Miraloma is fortunate to have a handful of parents 
who are either credentialed teachers or who work professionally 
training tutors at the college level or working with English Learners  
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Tutoring Task Force, cont’dTutoring Task Force, cont’dTutoring Task Force, cont’dTutoring Task Force, cont’d 

(EL students).  

Angie Blackwell, Diane Alves de Lima, Stacy Moore, and others are 
planning to continue training our parent volunteers in September. 
Final scheduling of tutors will occur in coordination with the needs 
of each teacher. Tutoring is proposed to begin in earnest starting 
in October.  

Want to join in? For more info, contact Stacy Moore, at 824-6189 
or stacy@walstads.net  

 

Leader Magdalene Huang from San Francisco School Volunteers 
emphasizes a point for parent attendees during a recent tutoring 
workshop. 

 

Angi Blackwell and Lucy Pozzoni were two of the parent 
participants in the tutoring workshop. 

From the Tutoring Workshop: Tips for Parents 
By Ellie Rossiter 
This past week, San Francisco School Volunteers (SFSV) came to 
Miraloma to talk to us about tutoring tips. Here's a brief summary: 

A better understanding.A better understanding.A better understanding.A better understanding. We participated in a few exercises to help 
us get inside a child learner's head and feel their difficulties and 
frustrations first hand. We also learned about assessing a child’s 
individual learning styles so that we can adjust our tutoring 
methods to get better results. 

Learning stylLearning stylLearning stylLearning styles. es. es. es. Not everyone learns the same way. As we use our 
senses to process information, we find that one sense generally 
dominates. Learners process information better when they are 
taught in a variety of ways. If you understand the three learning 
styles, you can assess the children and individualize your teaching 
methods and to create an effective teaching learning relationship 
with your student. 

Visual learners learn best by seeing.Visual learners learn best by seeing.Visual learners learn best by seeing.Visual learners learn best by seeing. These learners prefer to 
watch demonstrations and have intense concentration and ability 

to visualize information. Students who are visual learners like to 
write, doodle, and study their environment. 

Auditory learners learn best by hearing or listening.Auditory learners learn best by hearing or listening.Auditory learners learn best by hearing or listening.Auditory learners learn best by hearing or listening. These learners 
prefer to talk about a situation and enjoy listening to themselves 
talk. They can learn best by verbal demonstrations. Try reading 
instructions aloud. 

Tactile learners learn best by doing.Tactile learners learn best by doing.Tactile learners learn best by doing.Tactile learners learn best by doing. These learners remember 
best by doing, not by seeing or hearing. They need frequent 
breaks when studying and are easily distracted when they are not 
able to move. Try using manipulatives. 

Finally, here are some practical tips to remember when tutoring: 

▪ Talk with the teacher about your student first. 

▪ Introduce yourself and get to know the student.  

▪ Accept each student as s/he is. 

▪ Be a good listener  

▪ Be patient 

▪ If you don't know the answer, admit it. 

▪ Use tactful and positive comments - praise often and be specific, 
especially when the child is having difficulties. 

▪ Show respect. 

▪ Maintain a sense of humor. 

SSC Meeting on May 16: Share Your Ideas! 
By Lorraine Woodruff-Long, School Site Council Chair 

Our agenda for the May School Site Council meeting (the final 
meeting for the year) will include time to explore how we can 
make improvements to our process for next year.  

What worked this year? What didn't work? How can we make it 
better? Give it some thought and bring your ideas to the May 
meeting, on Monday, May 16, from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m.  

You may also contact me directly with your concerns and ideas at 
lorraine_woodrufflong@yahoo.com or 841-0114. 

PTA Meeting Next Monday, May 9 
The May general meeting of the PTA will be the last of the year. 
Come and vote on next year’s officers, and participate in a “year in 
review” small-group discussion of what the highs and lows of this 
year were at Miraloma. The meeting is held from 6:30 to 8:00 
p.m. in the library. Come at early for chat and food. 

Staff Appreciation Luncheon: Help Needed 
By Laurrie Petrelli 

Every year the parents of Miraloma give thanks to the teachers 
and staff by treating them to lunch. This year the luncheon takes 
place on Wednesday, May 11. We revamp the staff room with 
fresh flowers, spring tablecloths, and nice serving dishes. Some 
things we need:  

▪ Fresh cut flowers from your garden  

▪ Desserts 

▪ Main dishes (especially vegetarian) 

▪ Salads or fruit 

▪ Plates, cups, and drinks 

▪ People to serve or to clean up  

▪ A banner or card signed by parents and guardians  

We usually get something nice for the staff. Last year we put in 
new counters and cabinets, and painted the staff room. This year 
we won't be purchasing anything new. A “thank-you” banner  
would be greatly appreciated.  

If you would like to create this banner, or help with any item on the 
list above, contact me as soon as possibleas soon as possibleas soon as possibleas soon as possible. If you signed up at the 
PTA meeting and have a preference about how you’d like to help, 
contact me soon. Thanks in advance for your support. Contact 
Laurrie Petrelli at 282-0145 or laurriepetrelli@yahoo.com.  


