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Students’ Corner: K-1 Goes to Fort Funston 

By Jennifer Howard, kindergarten teacher 

On Monday, April 18, my K-1 kindergarten class traveled to the 
SFUSD's Environmental Science Center at Fort Funston. This trip 
was part of a unit about the Earth and its natural resources. Fort 
Funston naturalists led our groups throughout the day. The rules 
at Fort Funston turned out to be the same Tribes agreements we 
use in our classroom. In fact, this is where Miraloma's teachers 
were trained in using the Tribes program.  

After community circle, a song, and a tour of the center, students 
watched a puppet show. This was the highlight of the morning as 
the naturalists used fun voices and puppets to demonstrate care 
of the environment. Next, we worked together to set up tents. K1 
students did not spend the night; they enjoyed working as a team 
to put up tents, then got to eat lunch inside!  

After lunch, students broke into three groups and took a trip to 
“Nature's Supermarket.” They ate sour grass, made a soapy 
substance using another plant, and picked tealeaves. The 
students used their senses and played a sound-matching game. 
They stopped for a tea ceremony to enjoy tea brewed with the 
leaves they had picked.  

In the afternoon the students reunited and headed down to the 
beach. The kindergarteners made impressive animal habitats. 
When they returned to the environmental science center they met 
the animals that live there—a corn snake, a rabbit, and some 
turtles—before sitting down with the naturalists for a closing circle. 
Parents arrived and helped the students to prepare dinner, and 
did the barbequing. Families ate together and made s'mores over 
the barbeques since the wind made a campfire dangerous. 
Students and parents sang together over cups of hot chocolate, 
then everyone went home.  

This experience, combined with a science program developed with 
UCSF scientists and a visit from a returned Peace Corps volunteer 
who worked in environmental education, made Earth Week 
memorable for the kindergarteners in K-1.  

 

 

Lunch in the tent: (left to right) Maria Olmos, Michael Thress, 
Sarah Collins, Patrick Rodil, and Lucinda Walstad 

 
Taking a rest stop: (left to right) Max Rich, Ben Rich, Olivia 
Medellin, Cristina Alizaga, Sienna Knapp, and Gianna Silvestri 
 

 
Parent Andrew Higgins sang for K-1 on the trip. 
 

 

Building Habitats on the beach: (left to right) Damian Cross, Daniel 
Lo, Michael Thress, and Caroline Cosovich  

GATE Seminar: Parents Reflect on Standards 
By Kay Kirman, GATE coordinator  

During the GATE workshop held on Saturday, April 16, parents 
stepped into students’ shoes for a closer look into classroom 
strategies. Participants explored word play as a means of 
differentiating and extending student learning; examined different 
learning styles (auditory and spatial, in particular); and reviewed 
California's academic content standards for math, science, and 
language arts for third to fifth grade.  

Following are the results of their reflections on those complex and 
extensive standards. 

Third Grade Language Arts Content StandardsThird Grade Language Arts Content StandardsThird Grade Language Arts Content StandardsThird Grade Language Arts Content Standards 
Parent participants were particularly surprised by the quantity of 
content and the high level of required thinking skills (critical 
thinking and analysis). Specifically, these standards require: 
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GATE Seminar, cont’dGATE Seminar, cont’dGATE Seminar, cont’dGATE Seminar, cont’d    

▪ Defining different types of language. Example: Homographs are 
words that are spelled the same yet have different pronunciations 
and meanings such as "wind" (moving air, a motion to set a 
watch). 

▪ Using prior knowledge to build reading comprehension. 

▪ Analyzing text by determining the author's meaning and 
considering the audience for which it was written.  

▪ Defining grammatical components. 

▪ Expressing an opinion and being media literate. 

▪ Making oral presentations, including giving context and providing 
personal insight. 

Third Grade Mathematics Content StandardsThird Grade Mathematics Content StandardsThird Grade Mathematics Content StandardsThird Grade Mathematics Content Standards 
The parent team noted that math has a direct correlation to 
language: there is a specific vocabulary, context, symbology, and 
meaning. 

In summary: 
▪ Number sense requires understanding of units, addition, 
subtraction, multiplication, division, fractions, and decimals. For 
example, students should recognize that 75 cents = ¾ dollar. 

▪ Algebra at this stage means finding appropriate symbols (4 __ 3 
= 12) and identifying linear patterns by rules (counting by fours to 
determine the number of legs on a set of horses). 

▪ Geometry includes experimenting with volume, measuring 
perimeter, and classifying polygons. 

▪ Statistics involves possible outcomes for a simple event and 
displaying results of repeated outcomes. 

▪ Mathematical reasoning at this stage means distinguishing 
relevant information, sequencing, and prioritizing the steps in 
problem solving, and breaking a complicated problem into simpler 
parts. 

Third Grade Science Content StandardsThird Grade Science Content StandardsThird Grade Science Content StandardsThird Grade Science Content Standards    

Key surprises for parent participants: 

▪ Periodic Table and elements 
▪ Physics of light 
▪ Hypothesis (understanding scientific reasoning beyond simple 
cause-and-effect relationships) 
▪ Degree of detail in these standards 

The parents reviewing these standards felt there was a direct 
connection to their children's pre-existing knowledge base in the 
life sciences area (for example, animals and their habitats). 

Fourth Grade English Language Arts Content StandardsFourth Grade English Language Arts Content StandardsFourth Grade English Language Arts Content StandardsFourth Grade English Language Arts Content Standards    

Parent reviewers identified two key themes: 

Analytical Skills 
▪ Seeing the roots and affixes in words 
▪ Identifying structures in information 
▪ Understanding figurative language 
▪ Identifying text elements 
▪ Editing text 
▪ Understanding text organization in resources/reference material  

Organizational Skills 
▪ Supporting judgment with multiple information sources and 
using more than one resource in speaking and writing 
▪ Selecting a focus for writing 
▪ Using traditional structures to convey information 
▪ Framing a key question 

Fourth Grade Mathematics Content StanFourth Grade Mathematics Content StanFourth Grade Mathematics Content StanFourth Grade Mathematics Content Standardsdardsdardsdards 
As in the other grade level content standards, parent participants 
reflected when they or their older children were introduced to the 
concepts/content that is now required for the fourth grade. Often, 
the information came much later (in middle school or even high 
school).  

In summary: 
▪ Number Sense 1.0 requires knowing numbers to the millions 
place value, rounding, finding fraction and decimal equivalents, 
and identifying negative numbers. 

▪ Number Sense 2.0 and 3.0 include decimal addition and 
subtraction, use of algorithms, and multiplication and division of 
multi-digit numbers. 

▪ Number Sense 4.0 involves breaking down multiplication 
through factoring. 

▪ Algebra leaps to equations such as y = 3x + 5. 

▪ Geometry requires the ability to calculate area and perimeter. 

Fifth GFifth GFifth GFifth Grade Science Content Standardsrade Science Content Standardsrade Science Content Standardsrade Science Content Standards    
Parents of future fifth graders focused only on the science content 
standard. They were surprised that chemistry is required. They felt 
the science fair is a good opportunity at this age to investigate and 
experiment with science. They also noted that the impact of 
humans on the environment was not included and that the 
astronomy component lacked discussion of other stars beyond 
our own sun. 

 

 

Above: Many parents attended the GATE workshop on April 16, led 
by Kay Kirman (right rear) and Christine Lim (left rear). 

GATE: Frequently Asked Questions 
This is part of a regular series presenting answers to frequently asked 
questions about the Gifted and Talented Education (GATE) programs in 
the San Francisco Unified School District. Fourth-/fifth- grade teacher Kay 
Kirman is the coordinator for Miraloma’s GATE program. 

What is differentiated curriculum? What is differentiated curriculum? What is differentiated curriculum? What is differentiated curriculum?     

Differentiated curriculum occurs when the classroom teacher 
assesses each student’s needs and then creates class 
assignments and homework accordingly. The teacher may use 
eight instructional strategies in various combinations to modify 
the core curriculum for high-potential and GATE students.  

Previous issues of the Gazette covered the first five of these eight 
strategies. Here are last three strategies.  

▪ HighHighHighHigh----level questions. level questions. level questions. level questions. In class discussions and on tests, the 
teacher attempts to ensure that the highly able learner is 
presented with questions that draw on an advanced level of 
information, require leaps of understand, and challenge thinking. 

▪ MentorsMentorsMentorsMentorships/apprenticeships. hips/apprenticeships. hips/apprenticeships. hips/apprenticeships. Students work with a resource 
teacher, media specialist, parent volunteer, or community 
member to develop and carry out all or part of a project or task. 
This is also a useful way to help students develop production skills 
in a field or career awareness. 

▪ Contracts/management plans. Contracts/management plans. Contracts/management plans. Contracts/management plans. Contracts take a number of forms 
that begin with an agreement between student and teacher. The 
teacher grants certain freedoms and choices about how a student 
will complete tasks, and the student agrees to use the freedoms 
appropriately in designing and completing work according to 
specifications. 
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PTA Finance Report 

By Moneka Urbanske, PTA treasurer, and Amy O’Hair 

What is the state of finances for the Miraloma Elementary School What is the state of finances for the Miraloma Elementary School What is the state of finances for the Miraloma Elementary School What is the state of finances for the Miraloma Elementary School 
PTA? PTA? PTA? PTA?     

The short answer is “Good,” with one caution. In the future, the 
budgetary constraints of Miraloma’s school administration may 
put higher demands on the PTA to help support programs. In 
addition, the PTA intends to support new programs in the future, 
thus increasing the need for funding. 

Here are some highlights from the last finance report, assembled 
for the April general meeting.  (A full breakdown of the finances is 
always available at each PTA general meeting.) Income is 
addressed first, then expenses. 

Income.Income.Income.Income. As we head toward the end of the school year, many of 
the major fundraisers have already taken place, and the strong 
successes of this year’s efforts are easy to see. The year began 
with a direct-mail campaign, which brought the PTA $13,300, 
supporting our arts education program. November’s gift-wrap 
sales earned almost $2,000 more than the projected income of 
$3,500. The rummage sale, also in November, took in $800 more 
than the $4,000 estimate.  

In the spring, the read-a-thon went way over its estimated $5,000, 
bringing in almost $8,300, supporting our poetry program. 
Another spring fundraiser was a See’s chocolate sales drive, 
which brought in about $2,000 toward art carts.  The two Chevy’s 
nights brought the school about $850 for outdoor education. The 
PTA received a $2,000 donation targeted for a new Risograph 
copying machine. 

The Spring Festival is this weekend, and raises additional funds. 
The budgeted figure for the festival is $7,000. With an expanded 
silent auction (see page 3), this figure is likely to be reached.  

Scrip income has picked up this year. Good Life and Rainbow scrip 
have been a steady source of income, totaling about $3,000 to 
date. Escrip has increased this year, as have Albertson’s and 
Target. Those three programs have brought in about $2,200 as of 
April. There is some lag time in receiving these funds.  

Expenses.Expenses.Expenses.Expenses. The largest outflow of money was in support of the arts 
education program, through SF Arts Education Project 
(www.sfartsed.org). The PTA has paid $6,200 so far this year. For 
the poetry program and the poet in residence, Sally Doyle, the PTA 
put forward $6,500. For the kindergarten play structure, we put 
aside $2,000. Teacher stipends ($150 each semester for each 
teacher for expenses) have so far totaled just over $2,000. There 
is an additional $3,600 left budgeted for this item. Stipends are 
also given to the library, the computer lab, and resource 
specialists. The art cart has received just over $1,000. $1,350 
has gone toward assemblies. The PTA spent $800 on computers 
for the lab. The Risograph machine was purchased for $4,000. 
Some expense items will come home by the end of the year, such 
as Spring Festival expenses and spring semester teacher 
stipends. 

Many PTA expenses come in less at than $1,000 each: bottled 
water for teachers, tour booklets and handbooks, sweatshirts and 
T-shirts, insurance, copying costs for the Gazette, childcare and 
pizza for meetings, direct mail expenses, Wednesday envelope 
paper for copying, translation services, gardening supplies, and 
food for community events (e.g., family learning nights, ice cream 
social, and fifth-grade graduation). 

Summary.Summary.Summary.Summary. The PTA is on target as far as budgetary predictions go. 
Fundraisers have been successful, and then some. We have been 
able to pay for important enrichment programs for our students, 
and sponsor new programs such as the art cart. The picture is 
rosy, currently.  

Next year.Next year.Next year.Next year. However, the PTA is acutely aware that the constraints 
imposed next year on our school budget may be severe. The PTA’s 

mission statement emphasizes that the PTA aims to support the 
Miraloma school administration. Next year, this will require more 
funds than the PTA has previous provided. The PTA is considering 
setting aside excess funds from this year to help offset next year’s 
cuts. In addition, the PTA is committed to funding a new physical 
education program, Sports4Kids (www.sports4kids.org), which will 
require over $20,000 in support from the PTA.  

Papier-Mâché Workshop Was Good Goopy Fun 

The workshop on April 28 was fun—and we hope to see the results 
sprucing up the Spring Festival this weekend! 

 

A visiting parent with his child (far left), and Leslie Thorndike (far 
right) help students (left to right) Madeleine Goetz, little sister 
Julia Goetz, Arielle Abraham, and Carlos Keeler (foreground). 

 

Catherine Sparacino (far left) helps Seth Gottlieb and Julian Long 
with piñatas. José Rodriguez (far right) works on his own creation. 

Share a Playdate With Incoming Families 

Join Miraloma families on Saturday, May 14, from 12 p.m. to 3 
p.m., in Miraloma Park Playground (next to the school), to 
welcome the families of incoming kindergarteners for the next 
school year.  

Come and share conversation with these new community 
members, and spend a day in the park with your kids. Feel free to 
bring your lunch or snack. The PTA will provide bottled water. 

Gardening Date, Saturday, May 14 
From 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. on Saturday, May 14, join other 
volunteers to work on gardening tasks around the school. 
Questions? Contact Paul Korntheuer at paul@rarefaction.com. 

New Fundraising Event at Barnes and Noble  
On Saturday, May 21, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Barnes and Noble 
bookstore in Colma will hold a special event for Miraloma. Come 
during these hours and buy books, and the store will donate a 
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percentage of the proceeds to Miraloma. The more we buy, the 
higher the percentage—15% to 25%. There will also be a book 
drive for our library during the event. Be sure to bring the flyer that 
will be sent home in the Wednesday envelope later this month. 

Barnes and Noble is located at 119 Colma Blvd. in the 280 Metro 
Center, just off of Junipero Serra in Colma, near Home Depot and 
Marshalls.  

Stock up on your summer reading, for yourself and your children, 
and let Miraloma reap the rewards. 

Seen In the Garden 

 

“Welcome to Miraloma Elementary School Garden. Garden Rules: 
No stepping on the garden. No eating plants whith out promison. 
No running in the flowerbeds. No littering.” First grader Kali 
Kecskemeti won a logo contest, and this is her sign for our 
garden. 

Recycling Those Printer Cartridges  
By LindaKay Brown 
Miraloma recycles laser cartridges, cell phones, and inkjet 
cartridges, but we can’t use toner bottles, printer ribbons, or 
cartridges that have already been refilled/remanufactured. 
Certain brands do not earn money for us. Please don’t turn in 
Epson or Canon BCI series inkjet cartridges. Drop in box in office 
or send with your child’s Wednesday envelope 

The complete lists of needed items for the two programs we 
participate in are available online at: 
▪ http://cartridgesforkids.com/pricesframe.html 
▪ http://empties4cash.com/02cartridges03list.htm 

Seen in the Hall 

 

Ms. Huang’s first graders drew life-sized tracings of themselves to 
practice measuring different parts of their body using non-
standard (linker cubes) and standard ways of measurement 
(inches and centimeters). 

The Puzzler: 
Networks II 
Can you find the 
path that passes 
through each 
door only once 
without lifting 
your pencil? Try 
to prove your 
solution by 
drawing a network. Stuck? Try closing one door. 

Ms. Kirman is accepting solutions to the puzzlers and awarding 
certificates. Turn in your solution to her directly on the yard, or 
place in the folder outside room 10. Please include your name, 
age, room number, and teacher’s name. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    
Submission Guidelines: Submission Guidelines: Submission Guidelines: Submission Guidelines: In order to ensure sufficient space for 
your article, please submit a proposal with estimated size by 
Monday, May 9, 10 a.m. Then submit the full article by Thursday, 
May 12, 5 p.m. The next issue is May 18.  

All submissions are welcome and are subject to approval by the All submissions are welcome and are subject to approval by the All submissions are welcome and are subject to approval by the All submissions are welcome and are subject to approval by the 
school administration.school administration.school administration.school administration. Place submissions or proposals in the 
folder marked “Gazette” in the office, or contact Amy O’Hair at 
334-5154 or amy@ohair-sherman.com. 

Photos by Wandaline Perelli, Jennifer Howard, and Amy O’Hair. Photos by Wandaline Perelli, Jennifer Howard, and Amy O’Hair. Photos by Wandaline Perelli, Jennifer Howard, and Amy O’Hair. Photos by Wandaline Perelli, Jennifer Howard, and Amy O’Hair.     

Proofreading by Anita DennisProofreading by Anita DennisProofreading by Anita DennisProofreading by Anita Dennis    

Make-up testing goes on till May 12 Wed. May 4 Thurs. May 5 Fri. May 6 Sat. May 7 

Make sure your child has a good 

breakfast, and send a snack. 
 3-5 Sing-along 

 

K-2 Sing-along SPRING FESTIVAL 
11am-3pm 

Mon. May 9 Tue. May 10 Wed. May 11 Thurs. May 12 Fri. May 13 Sat. May 14 

PTA Meeting 
6:30-8pm 

 Staff Appreciation 
Luncheon 

 

3-5 Sing-along 
 

Gazette Deadline 5pm 

K-2 Sing-along 
 

Gardening Date  
10am-12pm 

Incoming Families 
Playdate 12-3pm 

Mon. May 16 Tue. May 17 Wed. May 18 Thurs. May 19 Fri. May 20 Sat. May 21 

School Site Council (SSC) 
Meeting 

6:30-8pm 

 Next Gazette issue 3-5 Sing-along 
School Spirit Day 

K-2 Sing-along 
Spring Music Festival 

7pm 

 

 


