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Featured Staff Member 
Interview by Lucy Pozzoni 

Name:Name:Name:Name: Johnny Marples 

Years at Miraloma: Years at Miraloma: Years at Miraloma: Years at Miraloma: Three. I was hired 
in April for a job in the District. I 
looked for a job all summer long and 
was hired the week before school 
started. 

What he does:What he does:What he does:What he does: I am a first-grade 
teacher. The age group is good for 
me—my maturity level. I also serve on 
the Social Committee, organizing 
staff parties, potlucks, and happy 
hours. This year I was on the Tribes 
Night committee and I am the 
unofficial emcee at school functions. 
I love the spotlight. 

What he enjoys about Miraloma:What he enjoys about Miraloma:What he enjoys about Miraloma:What he enjoys about Miraloma: I really enjoy the clean bathrooms 
at Miraloma. I love the staff—a really amazing group of people. They 
are dedicated, reflective, and concerned. I feel the first-grade 
teachers click very well and we meet the whole spectrum of needs 
of our students.  

I will truly miss the collaboration next year while at I am at Stanford 
getting my Masters in Curriculum and Teachers Education. It was a 
tough decision for me to make. I hate to leave Miraloma, but this is 
an opportunity that will not present itself again. The course work will 
take one year; meanwhile I will be on leave from the District. I would 
love to come back if there is a place for me at Miraloma, but there is 
no guarantee, just a spot with in the District.  

A special memory from his student days:A special memory from his student days:A special memory from his student days:A special memory from his student days: Ms. Hearn, my first- and 
second-grade teacher, sticks in my mind. We were so lucky to have 
her for two years. She was really into birds. We used to go on bird 
observation field trips. My mom would often come. When I came to 
Miraloma, I sent Ms. Hearn a note, and she sent me back some 
writing samples. One was from my class. I was so surprised she still 
had material from when I was in her class. 

Other interests:Other interests:Other interests:Other interests: I love to knit. Right now I am working on a fuzzy 
sweater. My partner, Glenn and I are both athletes, we run and do 
triathlons. This summer we will be going to Switzerland, France, 
Austria and England, and Glenn will be doing an iron man in 
Switzerland. The trip also ties into my love of travel.  

I enjoy being an uncle—throwing kids around is my favorite—and I 
hope to be a father someday. 

‘Mayfest’ Music Festival This Friday Night 
Friday, May 20, at 7 p.m., is a night of music at Miraloma. Students 
will perform the instrumental pieces they have been practicing all 
year, for your listening pleasure. District music teacher Alice Mosley 
will lead the students in the auditorium. Third graders will play 
recorders, and fourth and fifth graders will play violins and flute.  
Keep Your Blue Handbook  
Please keep the blue Miraloma Family Handbook that 
you received at the beginning of this school year. It is 
relevant through the next two school years. Next fall 
you will receive a new insert, listing the dates for all 
holidays, community events, and meetings for the 
2005-06 school year. If you need a new handbook, 
contact the office before the end of this school year. 

Featured Volunteer  
Interview by Leslie Kirk Campbell 

Name:Name:Name:Name: Bret Fisse 

Children at Miraloma:Children at Miraloma:Children at Miraloma:Children at Miraloma: Alyse, fifth 
grade, and Leah, third grade 

Years as a Miraloma Family:Years as a Miraloma Family:Years as a Miraloma Family:Years as a Miraloma Family: Six 

Favorite thing about Miraloma:Favorite thing about Miraloma:Favorite thing about Miraloma:Favorite thing about Miraloma: 
More than anything else, I love 
the open, positive energy I get 
from the kids. I enjoy playing with 
them at recess. I also appreciate 
feeling welcome at Miraloma. 
The people at the school always 
display an openness and 
readiness for parent volunteers. 

How he volunteers at Miraloma:How he volunteers at Miraloma:How he volunteers at Miraloma:How he volunteers at Miraloma: I volunteer three times a week at 
lunch playing foursquare and jump rope with the kids. I also tutor 
students in the classroom, assist during the classroom community 
circle, and chaperone field trips. Over the years, I have replaced 
coat racks in four classrooms with the cubbies you see today. A 
favorite project was sanding a bench, priming it, and painting it with 
the help of the students in Ms. Teich’s classroom. At Spring Festival, 
I have helped with the soccer kick. Six years ago, I was the only man 
in the PTA. 

Best part of volunteering:Best part of volunteering:Best part of volunteering:Best part of volunteering: It makes me feel good about myself. 
Personally, I know how important the relationship between a father 
and his daughters can be. My kids really enjoy having their father at 
their school. Plus, I get to see what’s really going on. 

What impact does volunteeringWhat impact does volunteeringWhat impact does volunteeringWhat impact does volunteering have on your children: have on your children: have on your children: have on your children: They both 
know they can come to me about any school issue because I am 
aware of the people involved and I know what’s happening at 
school. They care more about school because they see that I care. 

Advice to new volunteers:Advice to new volunteers:Advice to new volunteers:Advice to new volunteers: Try to be a part of the school anywhere 
you feel comfortable because it pays off in spades—for the kids, for 
the parents, and for the teachers. 

Other interests:Other interests:Other interests:Other interests: I’m restoring a ’57 Chevy pick-up. I also enjoy 
playing video games, bicycling with my girls, listening to rock music, 
and hanging out with my friends. 

To learn how you can volunteer at Miraloma, contact Volunteer 
Coordinator Katie Handelman at 920-9593 or poppy3@jps.net. 

Reportaje de Voluntario 
Entrevista por Leslie Kirk Campbell 
Traducción por Lourdes Garcia 

Nombre:Nombre:Nombre:Nombre: Verónica Pérez 

Hijos en Miraloma:Hijos en Miraloma:Hijos en Miraloma:Hijos en Miraloma: Tres: Maria 
(kindergarten), Verónica (segundo 
grado), y Josephine (tercer grado). 
José (quinto grado), mí hijo, estuvo en 
Miraloma hasta este año. 

AñosAñosAñosAños de ser una familia de Miraloma: de ser una familia de Miraloma: de ser una familia de Miraloma: de ser una familia de Miraloma: 
Cuatro. 

Algo favorito de Miraloma:Algo favorito de Miraloma:Algo favorito de Miraloma:Algo favorito de Miraloma: Ser parte 
de la comunidad porque así estoy 

informada sobre la escuela y mis hijos. ¡Como no entiendo el Ingles 
muy bien, así aprendo una palabra nueva en Ingles todos los días! 
También me gusta mucho el Festival de Cinco de Mayo. Me encanta 
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cocinar para el Festival y servir la comida. 

Como Ella ofrece su tiempo en Miraloma:Como Ella ofrece su tiempo en Miraloma:Como Ella ofrece su tiempo en Miraloma:Como Ella ofrece su tiempo en Miraloma: Soy un miembro activo de 
ELAC (El Comité Consultivo del Idioma Inglés) y el Comité de 
Participación de Padres, y soy un miembro alternativo en el Comité 
Consultivo de la Escuela (SAC). También participo en el PTA, soy una 
voluntaria para casi todos los eventos, y también participo en 
KASPER, el programa después de la escuela de mis hijos. Yo 
siempre trabajo para obtener que otras familias latinas se 
impliquen. Antes, yo me ofrecí en la yarda y en los viajes de estudio 
pero ahora trabajo más durante el día.  

Cual asido el impacto de ser un voluntario en sus niños: Cual asido el impacto de ser un voluntario en sus niños: Cual asido el impacto de ser un voluntario en sus niños: Cual asido el impacto de ser un voluntario en sus niños: Mis niños 
están orgullosos de mí. “Te quiero,” ellos dicen. ¡“Yo le aprecio 

cuando usted viene a mi escuela.” ¡Ellos siempre me recuerdan 
cuando hay una reunión y se molestan cuando estoy enferma y no 
puedo ir! Ellos aprenden también que un padre siempre tiene que 
tomar responsabilidad en una escuela y permanecer implicado con 
el maestro, porque es importante saber lo que pasa con sus niños.    

El consejo a voluntarios nuevos: El consejo a voluntarios nuevos: El consejo a voluntarios nuevos: El consejo a voluntarios nuevos: Yo deseo que todos se interesen 
en la escuela porque es muy, muy importante. Otros Intereses: Otros Intereses: Otros Intereses: Otros Intereses: 
Cocinando y yendo y caminando en el parque con mis niños.     

Book Event at Barnes & Noble This Saturday 
On Saturday May 21, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Barnes & Noble 
bookstore in Colma will hold a special event for Miraloma. Buy 
books there during these hours, and the store will donate a 
percentage of the proceeds to Miraloma. The more we buy, the 
higher the percentage—15% to 25%. There will also be a book drive 
for our library during the event. Bring the flyer that you receive in the 
Wednesday envelope. Barnes & Noble is located at 119 Colma Blvd. 
in the 280 Metro Center, off Junipero Serra in Colma, near Home 
Depot and Marshalls. 

GATE: Frequently Asked Questions 
The May 4 Gazette issue presented the last of the frequently asked 
questions in this series on the SFUSD’s GATE (Gifted and Talented 
Education) Program. To obtain a printed copy of the FAQ in a 
pamphlet, you may contact the school district GATE coordinator Amy 
Talisman, at 355-7712, or get it online. This FAQ, as well as many 
other GATE resources for parents, is available on the District’s Web 
site. Go to www.sfusd.edu, and position your mouse over the 
Departments navigational button on the left-hand toolbar, and then 
click Alphabetical Listing Departments. Click Gifted and Talented 
Education in the list that appears. Or, type this URL in your browser: : : :     
http://portal.sfusd.edu/template/defahttp://portal.sfusd.edu/template/defahttp://portal.sfusd.edu/template/defahttp://portal.sfusd.edu/template/default.cfm?page=chief_academiult.cfm?page=chief_academiult.cfm?page=chief_academiult.cfm?page=chief_academi
c.gate.c.gate.c.gate.c.gate. 

At Miraloma, fourth-/fifth-grade teacher Kay Kirman is the onsite 
GATE program coordinator. Parents may contact her at 
kaykirman@yahoo.com, or leave a message for her at 469-4734.  

Artful Close to Committee’s Year 
By Jeff Kaliss, Art Committee Chair 
Even without the invaluable Leslie Kirk-Campbell, who was sidelined 
with dental distress, Art Committee mouths voiced praise and 
continued to plan for the coming school year at its May 2 gathering. 
The SF Arts Education Project will continue with a chorus for the 
upper grades, and resident poet Sally Doyle will return. Early 
scheduling will be important for these and other projects. In that 
direction, parent Lourdes Garcia began calendaring the Art Carts, 
and the schedule will be posted on the Art bulletin board in the 
upstairs hall, with an organizational meeting to be held in the fall.  

The Committee applauded Miraloma’s debut at the Youth Arts 
Festival, and hopes for wider representation next year. The 
committee will provide input to the Assemblies Committee and the 
Grants Committee. Theresa Muehlbauer, a high school student at 
nearby School of the Arts (SOTA), is in the process of being 
designated as our intern. Further SOTA exchange visits will be 
explored. Among other topics discussed by the committee were 
parent music groups and AIMS. Please e-mail Jeff at 
jefkal@jeffkaliss.com with comments and questions.  

Principal’s Corner 
Our school community is growing! Last Saturday, we had a great 
turnout at the Miraloma Park playdate for our incoming 
kindergarten families. Thanks to this year's kindergarten parents 
for hosting the event, and thanks to the many of you who 
attended. It made everyone feel special and excited about the 
2005–2006 school year. 

Next year, we will have three kindergarten classes, three first-
grade classes, three second-grade classes, two third-grade 
classes, a third/fourth-grade class, one fourth-grade class, one 
fifth-grade class, and one special education class for third 
through fifth-graders. Teachers are meeting to make the final 
room assignments. We will include your child’s assignment in the 
welcome letter that will be mailed to you in August. Enjoy the rest 
of this year’s upcoming activities! 

--Marcia Parrott 

Parent-Principal Chat on Friday, May 27 

 

The last Parent-Principal Chat of the school year is Friday, May 27, 
from 8:15 to 9:00 a.m. in room 109. All are welcome. Above: Ms. 
Parrott (far left) talking with parents at the April chat.  

Happy Birthday,  
Ms. Parrott! 
At the PTA meeting on 
May 9, Ms. Parrott’s 
birthday was celebrated 
with cake and good 
wishes. 

Kindergarten Yard 
Refurbished 
New sand tables, a rainbow mural, seasonal trees painted onto the 
patio posts, bulletin boards—these and many other improvements 
were the result of the efforts of Rebuilding Together volunteers 
joining forces with Miraloma parents and staff members on 
Saturday, April 30. Below, kindergarteners enjoy the sand tables. 
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Students’ Corner 
By Andrea Krueger, kindergarten teacher 

K-8 has been busy learning about animals. We have 
learned about habitats, nocturnal vs. diurnal, and 
predator/prey. After our recent field trip to the zoo, we 
worked in groups to create torn-paper collages of 
animal habitats that we saw. This activity helped us to 
work as a team. We had to agree on which habitat to 
create and to decide who would make each part of the 
collage.  Below, two of the animal habitat collages by K-8 

 

 

Miraloma Rocks at Spring Festival 
By Kath Wydler, Spring Festival Chair 
The sun came through for Spring Festival on Saturday, May 7, and 
so did Miraloma families and friends. Hundreds of kids and adults 
played a variety of games; ate delicious hamburgers, hot dogs, and 
yummy tamales, rice and beans; sang karaoke; grooved to the live 
tunes of the Jakes; were amazed by Adam the juggler; climbed 
aboard the fire engine; snapped up great deals at the auction, bake 
sale, and media sale; and won cool prizes in the raffle. Thanks to 
everyone who worked so hard behind the scenes for many months 
and who pulled together at the festival to make it such a pleasure 
for so many and such a success for the school.  

Although there are far too many people to thank individually here, 
please know your extraordinary efforts and generous contributions 
are much appreciated by all of us. Planning for this event began in 
December with resourceful and dedicated team leaders who made 
sure we’d enjoy the best festival ever: Rebecca Hilario, games; Lisa 
Petrie, entertainment; Linda Rodriguez, food; Sharon Gillenwater, 
publicity; Gina Cicciarelli, solicitation; Jane Austin and Lori Lack, 

auction; Tanja Gubser, raffle; September Jarrett and Terri Shearer, 
bake sale; Diana Alves de Lima and Angi Blackwell, media sale; and 
Julie Clark, staffing.  

To date, this year’s Spring Festival has raised over $11,000 in 
support of programs for our children at Miraloma. Thanks to all! 

Spring Festival: A Great Day in the Sun 

 

The golf game drew future putters. 

 

Girls rule! Alicia Lo, Alyse Fisse, Carrie Collins, and Leah Wells 

 

The ring toss was a stretch. Below, staff members enjoy the day 
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Spring Festival, cont’dSpring Festival, cont’dSpring Festival, cont’dSpring Festival, cont’d    

 

Which one is the real Ms. Parrott? The pie toss was a big hit. 

 

Kindergartener Maria Olmos with prizes. 

 

Grillmeister José Rodriguez, tamale-maker Verónica Pérez, and 
friend Ulysses 

Support Miraloma, and the Environment, Too! 
By LindaKay Brown 
 The Miraloma PTA runs an ongoing recycling program for laser and 
inkjet printer cartridges and cell phones to raise money for the 
school. Many models earn money, so please check the online lists 
below to see if yours is accepted. Pack your item in its original box 
or in a plastic bag to contain residual ink, and either drop it off in 
the parent room (not the office) or have your child bring it to their 
teacher. We cannot redeem toner bottles, printer ribbons, previously 
remanufactured cartridges, or Epson or Canon BCI series inkjets. 
For accepted items, see: 
http://cartridgesforkids.com/pricesframe.htmlhttp://cartridgesforkids.com/pricesframe.htmlhttp://cartridgesforkids.com/pricesframe.htmlhttp://cartridgesforkids.com/pricesframe.html (laser cartridges and 
cell phones) 
http://empties4cash.com/02cartridges03list.htm (http://empties4cash.com/02cartridges03list.htm (http://empties4cash.com/02cartridges03list.htm (http://empties4cash.com/02cartridges03list.htm (inkjet cartridges) 

English Learners Advisory Committee (ELAC)  
This group advises the principal and the School Site Council on 
issues relating to the needs of English language students. Next 
meeting is Tuesday, May 24, from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m., in the parent 
room. 

Sesione del Comité Consejero para Estudiantes 
Aprendiendo Inglés (ELAC) 24 de mayo 
Este grupo recomienda a la directora y a los miembros del comité 
directivo en la forma en que se deben de responder las 
necesidades de los estudiantes que están aprendiendo inglés, para 
que se especifique en el Plan Académico. Martes, 24 de mayo, de 
las 6:30-7:30 p.m. en el salon de los padres. 

（ELAC） 校

校決 供 見， 決校 計

。 5 24 6 30 7 30 ，在家長╱監護

人室或校長室舉行 – 

School Advisory Committee (SAC) Meets May 26 
The School Advisory Council advises the principal and the School 
Site Council on how to address the needs of Title I students. The 
elected representatives are staff and parents of Title I students, who 
qualify for free or reduced lunch. The next meeting is Thursday, May 
26, from 5:15 to 6:00 p.m., in the parent room. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    
Submission Guidelines: Submission Guidelines: Submission Guidelines: Submission Guidelines: In order to ensure sufficient space for your 
article, please submit a proposal with estimated size by Monday, 
May 23, 10 a.m. Then submit the full article by Thursday, May 26, 5 
p.m. The next issue is June 1, and is the last issue of the 2004-
2005 school year. 

All submissions are welcome and are subject to approval by the All submissions are welcome and are subject to approval by the All submissions are welcome and are subject to approval by the All submissions are welcome and are subject to approval by the 
school administration.school administration.school administration.school administration. Place submissions or proposals in the folder 
marked “Gazette” in the office, or contact Amy O’Hair at 334-5154 
or amy@ohair-sherman.com. 
Photos by Wandaline Perelli, Seth Affoumado, September Jarrett Photos by Wandaline Perelli, Seth Affoumado, September Jarrett Photos by Wandaline Perelli, Seth Affoumado, September Jarrett Photos by Wandaline Perelli, Seth Affoumado, September Jarrett 
and Amy O’Hair. Proofreading by Anita Dennis. and Amy O’Hair. Proofreading by Anita Dennis. and Amy O’Hair. Proofreading by Anita Dennis. and Amy O’Hair. Proofreading by Anita Dennis.  

Thurs. May 19 Fri. May 20 Sat. May 21 

  

MIRALOMA LOGO T-shirts and 
sweatshirts are available from 
Laurrie Petrelli: 282-0145 or 
laurriepetrelli@yahoo.com 

3-5 Sing-along 
School Spirit Day 

K-2 Sing-along 
Spring Music Festival 

7pm 

Barnes & Noble 
Fundraiser (in Colma) 

10am to 6pm 

Mon. May 23 Tues. May 24 Wed May 25 Thurs. May 26 Fri. May 27  Sat. May 28 

English Learners 
Adv. Committee 
Meeting (ELAC) 

5:30-6:30pm 

  School Advisory Cmte. 
Meeting (SAC) 5:15-6pm   

Gazette Deadline 5pm  

K-2 Sing-along 
Parent-Principal Chat  
8:15-9am Room 109 

 

Mon. May 30 Tues. May 31 Wed. June 1 Thurs. June 2 Fri. June 3 Sat. June 4 

MEMORIAL DAY 

NO SCHOOL 

 Next Gazette issue 3-5 Sing-along K-2 Sing-along   


