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MIRALOMA GAZETTE 
MIRALOMA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  

SAN FRANCISCO, CA    �  JUNE 1, 2005  

______________Arts and Library Special______________

Featured Staff Member 
Interview by Sue Schechter 

Name:Name:Name:Name: Desiree Salomon 

Years at Miraloma:Years at Miraloma:Years at Miraloma:Years at Miraloma: One  

What she does:What she does:What she does:What she does: I teach fifth 
grade. 

What she enjoys about What she enjoys about What she enjoys about What she enjoys about 
Miraloma:Miraloma:Miraloma:Miraloma: Well, of course I love 
working with and teaching the 
kids! I also really enjoy working 
with the staff. They are very 
supportive, kind, and have 
helped me a lot this year. 

Also, I like the fact that there are 
so many activities for the 
students—drama, gardening, poetry, music, chorus, instrumental 
music, and so on. The children have many opportunities to learn 
about many subjects from many professionals. 

I think Miraloma is a beautiful-looking school. It is a well-
maintained building and one of the nicest schools I have worked 
at. And the view is great, too. 

A special memory from her student days:A special memory from her student days:A special memory from her student days:A special memory from her student days: I remember a teacher 
from my second grade. I transitioned to a Catholic school in 
second grade and there was a sister, Joanne, whom I remember 
to this day. When I changed schools, I was very sad and she made 
the change a lot easier for me. After school and on weekends, I 
would go back to school and spend time with Sister Joanne. She 
would give me cookies and milk. She was always very sweet. 

Having a teacher like her really inspired me to become a teacher 
and to be there for my students. 

Other interests: Other interests: Other interests: Other interests: I enjoy photography, film, yoga, poetry, creative 
writing, music, and reading. 

Next year the Gazette will publish profiles of the remaining 20 or 
so staff members and teachers, in roughly alphabetical order. 

Family Potluck Next Monday 
Monday, June 6, at 6 p.m., everyone in the school 
community is invited to the annual end-of-year potluck 
dinner—all families, staff, and community members. 
Bring a dish and share a meal with the friends you and 
your child have made this year. 

所有家屬們各自攜帶菜餚參加聚餐會 
6月6日星期二, 下午6時 在自助餐廳 

攜帶一喜愛的烹飪菜淆來分享. 

Una Cena de las familias de MiralomaUna Cena de las familias de MiralomaUna Cena de las familias de MiralomaUna Cena de las familias de Miraloma    

el martes 6 de Juno, a las 6:00 p.m., en la cafeteria 
¡Comparta un plato preferido! Necesitamos platos 
principales, el veg y la ensalada, el pan, los postres, las 
bebidas, las placas, las tazas, la cuchillería, etc. 

Featured Volunteer  
Interview by Leslie Kirk 
Campbell 

Name:Name:Name:Name: Maria Diestra 

ChildrenChildrenChildrenChildren at Miraloma: at Miraloma: at Miraloma: at Miraloma: Michael, 
second grade, and Alex, fifth 
grade 

Years at Miraloma:Years at Miraloma:Years at Miraloma:Years at Miraloma: Six 

Favorite thing about Miraloma: Favorite thing about Miraloma: Favorite thing about Miraloma: Favorite thing about Miraloma: 
The commitment and 
involvement of parents, 
teachers, principal, and staff 
at Miraloma is salient. I feel 
the warmth of the environment 
every time I walk into the 
school. Miraloma is a home away from home for my children, 
which contributes to their feeling secure in school, and my feeling 
secure about them being there. 

How she volunteers at the school:How she volunteers at the school:How she volunteers at the school:How she volunteers at the school: Despite the challenges of 
parenting, going to school, and working, I have always managed to 
dedicate time to my children’s classrooms. I have chaperoned 
field trips, tutored students in reading, and helped with class 
projects, starting when Alex, my fifth grader, was in Mrs. Evers’ 
kindergarten class.  

I have also volunteered at the Spring Festival and other school  
events. I was the GATE (Gifted and Talented Education) parent 
representative for a couple of years, attending SFUSD meetings 
on GATE. I have been an active member of the Board of Directors 
for MEEP’s afterschool program for six years, including being 
president of the board in 2003.  

The best part of volunteering: The best part of volunteering: The best part of volunteering: The best part of volunteering: It is rewarding to know that I am 
contributing to the education of these young minds and I am 
giving back to the community.  

WhatWhatWhatWhat impact does volunteering have on your children: impact does volunteering have on your children: impact does volunteering have on your children: impact does volunteering have on your children: My children 
love to see me at the school. I can see it in their faces—the 
gratitude, the enthusiasm, and the pride. This is their territory, and 
when I come, they want to show it off.  

Advice to new volunteeAdvice to new volunteeAdvice to new volunteeAdvice to new volunteers:rs:rs:rs: Trust yourself. Be patient. Be yourself. 
Volunteering should be enjoyable and fun. Remember that any 
small contribution is greatly appreciated. But it is also so 
important that parents spend time working at home with their 
children even if they can’t volunteer at the school. They need us to 
be their mentors. 

Other interests:Other interests:Other interests:Other interests: I love crafts—sewing, cooking, and making party 
decorations for my children’s birthdays, like piñatas. I also like 
bicycling and taking walks. I feel fortunate, too, with my career. I 
really enjoy serving the community as a nurse. 

On a personal note: On a personal note: On a personal note: On a personal note: After living in Northern California for 15 years, 
our family is moving this summer to Southern California to be 
closer to my hometown and extended family. We will miss you. 
Know that a part of Miraloma will come with us. 

To learn how you can volunteer at Miraloma, contact Volunteer 
Coordinator Katie Handelman at 920-9593 or poppy3@jps.net. 
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Staff and Teachers’ Luncheon  
On Wednesday, May 11, the teachers and staff of Miraloma were 
feted with flowers and food. Many thanks to the parents, 
grandparents, and guardians who contributed their efforts sand 
time to make this a pleasant repast for the hardworking staff of 
this school. This year the luncheon was held in the library, a 
comfortable venue. 

Special thanks to kindergarten parent Lourdes Garcia for creating 
a large poster-sized thank-you banner (see below), which is 
currently mounted on the wall in the staff lunchroom.  

 

 

Top: The thank-you banner. Below, left to right: Martha Bella, 
Jennifer Shivers, Talat Jabbar, Diane Rosen, Christine Lim, and 
Elyse Campbell enjoying the luncheon. 

Grants for Miraloma 
By Anna Payawal-Scanlon 
As the district continues to face budgetary challenges, it has never 
been more crucial for individual schools to find funds to support 
their own programs. Enter grants whiz September Jarrett. All year 
long, she has spearheaded efforts to bridge some of the financial 
gaps at Miraloma, with input from the faculty and other site 
leaders, and the help of a growing crew of grant prospectors and 
writers. The result is an impressive start for the Grant Writing 
Committee, with exciting possibilities for the future.  

“This year, we’ve submitted proposals totaling $84,500,” says 
September. “We’ve received $68,500 to date, but $56,000 is 
capital for the playground. An additional $15,000 is pending.”  

Guided by priorities set by the faculty, School Site Council and 
PTA, the committee aims to sustain existing programs for the next 
school year, such as the art cart, the computer lab, gardening, and 
professional development. The committee will also try to acquire 
funding for the school’s literacy program. “We’re working towards 
tutoring for our students and getting more library books. It takes 
about $5,000 to sustain a library of our size, $9,000 to grow it. 
We’d also like to get the book bags into third grade,” said 
September. Helping to fund a PE program is another agenda item.  

All this may seem daunting to some, but September remains 
unfazed. In fact, the school’s needs only motivate her more. “I’d 
like to institutionalize our Grant Writing Committee—to meet 
regularly, develop a master list of prospects, and establish a 
calendar for next year. I’d also like to collaborate with other 
schools to capture outside dollars. I believe that every outside 
dollar we get frees up site dollars for other needs. Grants relieve 
some of the burden on the parents, too.” 

If you are interested in joining the Grant Writing Committee, or if 
you have any suggestions or leads for the group, please contact 
September Jarrett at 334-2490 or 
septemberjarrett@sbcglobal.net.  

Keep Your Blue Handbook Please keep 
the blue Miraloma Family Handbook that you 
received at the beginning of this school year. It is 
relevant through the next two school years. Next 
fall you will receive a new insert, listing the dates 
for all holidays, community events, and meetings 
for the 2005-2006 school year. If you need a 
new handbook, contact the office before the end 
of this school year or the beginning of next year. 

PTA Meetings Move to Tuesday Nights Next Year 
By Kath Wydler, PTA VP, Programs 
Beginning in September, PTA general meetings will be held from 
6:30 to 8 p.m. on the first Tuesday of each month during the 
school year.  

The School Site Council will be shifting its meetings next year to 
the second Monday of the month, formerly the PTA meeting night. 
This allows the SSC to conduct school business more effectively.  

Since many holidays fall on the remaining Mondays throughout 
the year, keeping PTA meetings on Monday night would have 
resulted in an inconsistent schedule.  

We apologize for any inconvenience this change may cause, and 
hope this early notice and a consistent first-Tuesday schedule will 
allow most families to attend PTA meetings next year. 

Adopt the Garden for a Week This Summer 
By Paul Korntheuer 
The Miraloma Educational Garden (the vegetable gardens along 
Myra Way) needs your help this summer. If you would like to adopt 
the garden for one week during this summer, sign up on the sheet 
that is posted on the community bulletin board outside the parent 
room. Duties include watering, weeding, and, if you’re lucky, 
harvesting Yes, you get to take home what you harvest! 

The openings left at press time are as follows: July 24-30, Aug. 14-
20, and Aug. 21-27. 

If you can’t sign up, contact our educational gardener, Sybil Tate, 
at 595-9484 or sybil@green growingkids.org. Sybil will contact you 
with details of garden care. 

 

Gardener Sybil Tate with exotic South American tubers. 

Show Your Spirit all Summer 
Miraloma T-shirts for kids are $8, adults 
$10. Sweatshirts for kids and adults ($16) 
and long-sleeved tees for adults ($12) are 
also available. To purchase, contact Laurrie 
Petrelli at 282-0145 or 
laurriepetrelli@yahoo.com. 
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End-of-Year Library Thank-Yous 
By Catherine Sparacino, library volunteer coordinator 
On behalf of the students and teachers of Miraloma, I want to 
thank the wonderful committee of library volunteers who once 
again kept our library running for another year. Parents librarians 
Val Fachman, Joan Selby, Shelley Sorenson (who is also 
professional librarian), Lori Lack, and Moneka Urbanske, as well 
as Miraloma neighbor Dan Lieberthson, all came in every week to 
help, read, and sometimes sing to our kids.  

I would also like to thank all the other parents, grandparents, 
sisters, and friends who have come in to read to the classes. The 
kids love your attention, help, and company. I hope you will all be 
back next year—joined by new library volunteers! 

A Report on Miraloma’s Library 
By Catherine Sparacino, library volunteer coordinator 
The kids really enjoy their library time and are always so excited 
when there are new books to look at. The library is a highlight of 
the week for many students. 

Some of the books we bought this year with the money earned 
from book fairs include science and math books, cookbooks, 
much-needed juvenile fiction, and some beautiful new 
biographies, such as The Boy on Fairfield Street: How Ted Geisel 
grew up to become Dr Seuss, The Dali Lama, Peaceful Protest: 
The Life of Nelson Mandela, and The Tree of Life: Charles Darwin. 
The list of books to buy was compiled from teacher requests, 
parent suggestions, and student requests. Kids love those scary 
stories! We also paid attention to new award winners and 
replacing lost and worn favorite books.  

Each year I try to concentrate on one or two specific areas that 
need updating. Some areas need more rebuilding than others and 
this is slowly happening. Shelley Sorenson, who is a children’s 
librarian at the San Francisco Public Library, has been doing an 
intense weeding of outdated and worn books.  

Unfortunately due to budget cuts funds for the library are not 
included in the school site budget for next year. The PTA has 
projected that under optimal fundraising circumstances, it may be 
able to contribute $5,000 to the library. The final PTA budget will 
be voted on by the general membership in the fall. If that money 
becomes available for the library, we would be able to purchase 
over 300 books, replace worn or lost books, and buy extra copies 
of popular books. In addition, we would be better able to support 
teachers’ curriculum needs by buying books they need. 

The library is a core resource for our students. They get to choose 
what they read and to explore their many interests. They love 
giving us suggestions on what books we should have in the library 
and we consider their wishes when we place an order. Working 
with library volunteers, we have created wish lists for popular new 
titles. The teacher book committee reviews orders before they are 
placed.  

We always welcome volunteer help in the library. It’s a fun place to 
meet the kids at Miraloma, read to them, or help them find books. 
If you are interested, we hope you’ll come see us first thing this 
fall!  Below, Mr. Marples’ class enjoys some new books in the 
library 

 

Library Money: Thanks to Barnes & Noble, & You!  
By September Jarrett 
Miraloma families, faculty and friends made our first Barnes & 
Noble fundraiser, held on May 21, a great success. Supporters 
purchased 31 new books for our library (worth $485), and the PTA 
will receive back more than $560 from Barnes & Noble in support 
for our library.   

Johnny Marples, first-grade teacher, entertained a group of kids by 
reading Officer Buckle and Gloria by Peggy Rathman, while their 
parents shopped. 

Many thanks to the Colma Barnes & Noble, and to all the families, 
friends, faculty and staff who supported our library by buying 
books during the one-day fundraiser. Kudos to Julie Clark for 
initiating the idea and arranging the day and to September Jarrett 
for helping her.  

In addition, Catherine Sparacino is due much recognition and 
thanks for her faithful daily support of the library and for pulling 
together the library and reading lists. 

 

Above: Teacher Johnny Marples reads to kids at Barnes & Noble.  

Summer Reading Club at SF Public Library 
By Shelley Sorenson 

"Dragons, Dreams & Daring Deeds" is the theme of the 2005 
Summer Reading Club at the San Francisco Public Library. All 
children through the age 13 can sign up between June 11 and 
Aug. 6 at any neighborhood public library. Visit the library to check 
out books or to attend special events.  

Small prizes will be awarded to children who read for two, four and 
six hours during the eight weeks. One grand prize will be awarded 
to each child who reads for eight or more hours and visits the 
library at least two times. Children may read books in any 
language. Preschool children can participate by having someone 
read to them. For more information, contact the children's 
librarian at any San Francisco Public Library, visit the library's Web 
site at www.sfpl.org, or email Shelley Sorenson at 
shelleysorenson@yahoo.com. 

El club de Lectura de Verano 2005  
Participa en El club de Lectura de Verano 2005 para niños de 13 
años o menos del 11 de junio al 6 de agosto en la Biblioteca 
Pública de San Francisco. 

Regístrate en cualquier momento a partir del 11 de junio en la 
Biblioteca Pública de tu vecindario. Es permitido registrarse 
solamente en una localidad. 

Visita la biblioteca cuando esté abierta para llevar libros o asistir a 
un programa especial. Descubre actividades que los niños 
pueden hacer gratuitamente este verano.  

¡Lee! Pequeños premios se otorgarán a los niños que lean dos, 
cuatro y seis horas durante las ocho semanas. Un premio mayor 
será otorgado a cada niño que lea durante ocho horas o más y 
visite la biblioteca por lo menos dos veces. Los niños pueden leer 
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en cualquier idioma. Los niños pre-escolares pueden hacerse 
miembros del Club de Lectura de Verano si alguien les lee en voz 
alta los libros. Para más información, comuníquese con los 
bibliotecarios de niños en cualquiera de las Bibliotecas Públicas 
de San Francisco. O visite este Web site: 
http://sfpl.org/spanish/index.htm 

Principal’s Corner 
As we wind down an extraordinary year, I want to thank all of you 
for making it successful and exciting! As your children transition 
to new grades and new classroom experiences, some of our 
community members will be moving to other schools and life 
experiences, including some of our own staff.  

Christie Lim and Jennifer Shivers, first-year teachers, have 
received lay-off notices; Johnny Marples has decided to attend 
Stanford’s graduate program; Desiree Solomon had a one-year 
contract while Chris Hereford was on maternity leave; Anita Luff, 
our speech teacher, has decided to take a parental leave; Linda 
Kesler will become both the special education resource specialist 
and the inclusion teacher due to the lower number of special ed 
students; Kim Long, inclusion teacher, and Tyrone Simon, special 
ed paraprofessional, will be assigned to other schools; Chi 
Nguyen, Lora Sandoval, and Erlinda Dominguez, our 
paraprofessionals, have been released due to lack of funding.  

Some of our families are moving to other cities and other schools. 
We thank them for their support and hard work. We wish them 
the very best and hope they have fond memories of their time at 
Miraloma.  

To everyone, have a wonderful summer! 

--Marcia Parrott 

Art Cart Report  
By Kristin Silverman 

The art cart is concluding a successful first season with the 
papier-mâché cart. It's messy but lots of fun. It's looking like next 
year is going to be even better. The art cart will have SOTA senior 
Theresa Muehlbauer as an intern! We are delighted that she will 
be around to help. 

The first art cart next year will be a self-portrait cart so that all the 
kids can create their own best image of themselves. After seeing 
all the amazing works at the Youth Arts Festival we are bursting 
with new ideas for all kinds of projects. Congratulations to the 
Miraloma students represented in the show. 

Don't forget the art cart over the summer. We would love to have 
your art and craft donations in the fall. Put them aside, and drop 
them off in the parent room when school begins. Any art or craft 
item that kids can use is welcome. We can use anything from a 
single paintbrush to a ceramic kiln, and all items in between—
toilet paper rolls, glitter, fancy paper, egg cartons—whatever you 

canegg cartons—whatever you can think of. 

Student Anthology: Poetry Store 
This week or next, your child will bring home “Poetry Store,” the 
2004-2005 Miraloma student poetry anthology. The goal was to 
include a poem from every child in every classroom. Student 
artwork is also included. Classrooms may celebrate the poetry 
with in-class readings this week and next. 

The anthology came together through the volunteer efforts of the 
poet in residence, Sally Doyle, who worked beyond her contracted 
hours to complete the book. The printing and binding for the 335 
copies was donated by kindergarten parent Michael Thress’s firm 
Legend Document Solutions. Many thanks to both these generous 
Miraloma supporters. 

Parents are encouraged to read the poetry with their child as a 
part of the summer’s activities. 

Meet the Poet in Residence 
By Amy O’Hair 

Sally Doyle has been helping students 
in all grade levels to write poetry for 
the last two years, through 
Miraloma’s poetry program. She 
comes to us via California Poets in 
the Schools (see www.cpits.org for 
more information).  

 “This is a very inspirational 
environment.” Sally says of Miraloma. “The kids are wonderful and 
diverse. The strong community feel goes up through the teachers, 
staff, and parents. It has hit a spot in my heart. I see the poetic 
space in the kids blossoming.” 

Sally is a poet and novelist. She has just completed a book of 
poems called Kafka’s Psalms, and she is looking for a publisher. 
On a Friday last month she read recently published work at 
Modern Times Bookstore. She has a 13-year-old daughter. “It was 
a dearth of poetry in her school that got me into this. I feel poetry 
can change lives. This belief keeps me going.” Sally has been with 
CPITS for six years. 

She looks forward to returning next year, and hopes to be able to 
hold a poetry seminar for parents in the fall.  

Miraloma’s poetry program is financed by a grant from SF 
Education Fund and the PTA. 

Poetry, Blowin’ in the Wind  
Sally Doyle, Miraloma’s poet in residence, was inspired by an 
installation at a recent exhibition at the California Historical 
Society. She wanted to create something from the students’ work, 
“that they could swish through.” Working with parent Catherine 
Sparacino, they copied lines from the “I am” poems of the first- 
and second-grade students of rooms 102, 106, and 100, onto 
fabric strips, and created this sparkling three-dimensional poetry 
encounter. It is currently on display in the hallway near room 106. 

 

Above left: the three poetry hangings. Right: detail. 

Photos of Your Child Available  Wandaline Perelli is 

offering photos of your child, such as black-and-white or color 
Student of the Week photos, candid shots around school or at 
school events, and so on. Please leave her a writtenwrittenwrittenwritten request in the 
parent mailbox in the office. She will send them by regular mail or 
email. Indicate how you would prefer to receive them. Please 
include your address and a SASE for regular mail.  

 


