
Miraloma Gazette / June 1, 2005 5 

Students’ Corner 

Ms. Lim’s third graders (room 105) took a trip to the 

zoo recently. Upon return, they wrote these poems. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If I were an animal in the zoo, I’d be a monkey with 

the flu. 

My fur would be black, my head would be brown. 

I’d climb up a tree and hang upside down. 
-Martin Costa 

_______________________________________________________ 

If I were an animal in the zoo,  

I would be a tiger who is not feared 

by you. 

I do not care if you talk about me 

unless you climb up my tree. 

That’s when I really get mean, 

So don’t come up my tree unless 

you’re clean. 
-Dorian Swisher-Smith 

______________________________________________________ 

If I were an animal in the zoo, 

I’d be a lion with a diamond or two. 

In the jungle I am Queen. 

I am mean and I drink from the 

stream.  

I sleep in the grass and I let every 

animal pass. 
-Kendra Johnson 

_______________________________________________________ 

If I were an animal in 

the zoo, 

I’d be a hippo who 

thought its life was 

blue and red and 

green and purple too. 

At the end of the day I 

would stink, 

That’s what all the people think. 

People think I have a big nose, 

That makes it easier to smell a rose. 
-Emma Petrelli 

______________________________________________________ 

If I were an animal in the zoo, 

I’d be a kangaroo, 

And live in the big grass and 

Sometimes I will get a hall pass. 

You cannot touch my grass until 

you are clean. 

Do not touch my baby if you are 

mean. 
 -Beatriz Regis 

‘Mayfest’ Spring Music Festival 
On the evening of Friday, May 20, under the direction of Alice 

Mosley, district music teacher the third-, fourth, and fifth-graders 

presented 15 pieces of music. Recorder-players, flutists, and 

violinists took turns playing, and also collaborating on two 

numbers. Ms. Mosley explained to the audience that the students 

themselves had suggested and pursued several difficult pieces of 

music, and she praised how capable and diligent the students 

have been this year. The evening ended with a collaborative 

version of Beethoven’s “Ode to Joy.” 

 

Recorders collaborated with violinists and singer Jennifer Yu (far 

right) on ‘Titanic (My Heart Will Go On)’. 

 

The flutists played ‘Ode To Joy’.  

 

First-year violinists played three numbers. 

 

Second-year violinists showed off several pieces with harmonies. 
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Art Cart Student Work: Prints and Watercolors 
The printmaking and watercolor art carts made the rounds in May, 

providing brilliant colors and lots of printing options for students. 

The Gazette regrets the absence of color in its format when 

presenting these bright pieces by students from rooms 100, 106, 

112, and 18. 
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Vocal Focus: Sing-alongs are a Tradition  
By Jeff Kaliss 

You can see it in the students’ happy faces, grinning at each other 

and opening wide to make music at Miraloma’s weekly sing-

alongs. K-2 students enjoy sing-alongs early every Friday morning, 

while third, fourth, and fifth graders have theirs every Thursday 

morning in the school auditorium.  

"It’s a huge community builder," attests Becca Freitag, 

kindergarten teacher, guitarist, and leader of the K-2 sing-along. 

"When you sing with someone, you feel like you have a friend."  

"It teaches kids a love of expressing themselves in a creative way," 

says fifth-grade teacher Kay Kirman, who leads the sing-along for 

the upper grades and also plays (and teaches) guitar.  

The Miraloma sing-along tradition began under the leadership of 

former teachers Mark Elkin and Marlina Teich, who brought fun 

and jazzy material to a collection of songs which has since been 

expanded by their successors.  

"We have a few nonsense songs like ‘Great Green Gobs’," Kay 

admits, "but we also have ‘1492', which helps children think 

critically about Columbus’s so-called discovery."  

"Most of our science and animal songs are from the Banana Slug 

String Band," Becca notes. "And a lot of the folk songs are songs 

I’ve known since before I can remember."  

Becca and Kay are both confident that the sing-alongs will 

continue next year, serving as "the perfect training ground" for the 

school’s new choral program under the SF Arts Education Project.  

 

Above: kindergarteners during a recent Friday sing-along. Below: 

parents and musicians Val Fachman and Jeff Kaliss help out. 

 

 

UCSF Scientists Come to Miraloma  
By Hana Huang, first-grade teacher 
Last month, Jennifer Howard, kindergarten teacher, and I teamed 

up with two UCSF scientists to teach a series of four lessons on 

Earth Science to our classes.  

Through science talks, reading aloud, and hands-on science 

centers, we investigated the following questions with our 

students: Are plants alive? Are all rocks alike? How are fossils 

made and discovered?  

The classes also took a fieldtrip to Mt. Davidson to try to dig a hole 

to the other side of the Earth! The team was recognized for its 

dedication and exemplary contributions to science at UCSF's 

Science and Health Partnership Conference on Wednesday, May 

25.  Below: a board illustrating the science experiments 

 

Fund-Raising Programs: Free Money all Summer 
Turn your everyday shopping into money for Miraloma! Scrip 

programs are a steady, easy source of funds to support programs 

for our students. Make sure you are enrolled in as many programs 

as appropriate for your family’s shopping habits. If you have 

questions, please call Moneka Urbanske at 585-3844 or 

murbanske@sbcglobal.net.    

eScrip. eScrip. eScrip. eScrip. Register your Safeway card and/or your credit cards online 

at www.escrip.com, then use them at participating stores. 

Miraloma receives 1% to 3% of proceeds. Our number is 

#5109134.  

SchoolPop.com.SchoolPop.com.SchoolPop.com.SchoolPop.com. Shop online through this portal Web site, and 

Miraloma receives varying amounts from participating vendors. Go 

to www.schoolpop.com to sign up and then each time you shop. 

TargetTargetTargetTarget will give 1% of your purchases to Miraloma when you use 

its Visa card. Go to www.target.com to find out more. 

Good Life GroceryGood Life GroceryGood Life GroceryGood Life Grocery (Bernal Heights or Potrero Hill). Buy scrip to use 

like cash at the store and 7.5% of your purchases go to Miraloma. 

There is a new contact for GoodLife: Jane Austin at 334-2829 or 

jeaustin@sbcglobal.net. She is available during the summer. 

Rainbow GroceryRainbow GroceryRainbow GroceryRainbow Grocery also offers a scrip program that donates 10% of 

your purchases to Miraloma. To purchase scrip, contact Amy 

O’Hair at amy@ohair-sherman.com or 334-5154. Call anytime 

during the summer. 

Albertson’s. GAlbertson’s. GAlbertson’s. GAlbertson’s. Get an Albertson’s Community Partners Card and 

present it every time you shop. Earns 2% for Miraloma.  

BoxBoxBoxBox----TopsTopsTopsTops: Send them to school with your child; each is worth 10 

cents to Miraloma. The collection box is in the office. Also earn 

money for Miraloma at www.boxtops4education.com.  

Cell phones and empty inkjet cartridgesCell phones and empty inkjet cartridgesCell phones and empty inkjet cartridgesCell phones and empty inkjet cartridges also earn money for 

Miraloma. Drop off in the parent room. More information at these 
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two Web sites: ▪ http://cartridgesforkids.com/pricesframe.html 

▪ http://empties4cash.com/02cartridges03list.htm 
Dates to Note for the Beginning of Next Year 
▪ Kindergarten Orientation: Thursday, Aug. 25, 7 to 8 p.m. 

[tentative date][tentative date][tentative date][tentative date] 

▪ Incoming Families Playdate: Saturday, Aug. 27, 10 a.m. to 12 

p.m., at Miraloma Park 

▪ First day of instruction: Monday, August 29, 7:50 a.m. (Welcome 

for parents in library, 8 to 9 a.m.) 

▪ Labor Day Holiday: Monday, Sep. 5. 

▪ First PTA meeting of the year: Tuesday, Sep. 6, 6:30 to 8 p.m. 

▪ Ice Cream Social: Wednesday, Sep. 7, 7 to 8 p.m. 

A full calendar of all holidays, events, and meetings will be 

distributed at the beginning of the school year. 

“Now where is that new jacket I just bought you?”  

 
The lost and found is overflowing. Please check for your child’s 

belongings before the end of the school year. Unclaimed clothing 

will be donated to a charity at the end of the school year. Lost and 

Found items will be available for perusal during the Family 

Potluck, Monday, June 6, at 6 p.m. 

Join the Miraloma Email Listserv  
The listserv is a venue for school-related and community 

announcements. Subscribing is easy. Send a blank email to: 

miralomaschoolmiralomaschoolmiralomaschoolmiralomaschool----subscribe@yahoogroups.com subscribe@yahoogroups.com subscribe@yahoogroups.com subscribe@yahoogroups.com     

Follow the instructions you receive. Or visit: 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/miralomaschool/ http://groups.yahoo.com/group/miralomaschool/ http://groups.yahoo.com/group/miralomaschool/ http://groups.yahoo.com/group/miralomaschool/     

To access the list members’ Web site, you will need to go through 

the Yahoo ID process in addition to subscribing by email. Go to 

Web site listed above.  

Questions? Contact Andrew Keeler at ak@keelerkom.com or Lucy 

Pozzoni at thescottsat@sbcglobal.net. 

 

Gazette Proofreader Needed Next Year  
Parent volunteer Anita Dennis has generously and consistently 

donated her time this school year to proofread the Gazette every 

other week. Next year, however, she and her family will no longer 

be at Miraloma. Proofreading is a vital part of presenting an easy-

to-read and finished-looking Gazette. I would welcome anyone 

with an eagle eye for typos, familiarity with The Chicago Manual of 
Style (and/or other style guide), and a good ear for phrasing to 
help with this task. It is a volunteer job you can do from home or 

work. Please see ‘Submission Guidelines’ below for contact 

information. –Ed. 

The Puzzler: Lewis Carroll, author of Alice in Wonderland 

and Through the Looking Glass, drew this maze when he 
was in his twenties. The paths cross over and under each 

other. Find a path out of the center. 

 
Ms. Kirman is accepting solutions to the puzzlers and awarding 
certificates. Turn in your solution to her directly on the yard, or 
place in the folder outside room 10. Please include your name, 
age, room number, and teacher’s name 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

Submission Guidelines: Submission Guidelines: Submission Guidelines: Submission Guidelines: The Gazette welcomes submissions over 

the summer. The first deadline of the 2005-2006 school year is 

Thursday, Sept. 8, 5 p.m. The first issue will be Wednesday, Sept. 

14. All submissions are welcome and are subject to approval by 

the school administration. During the summer, contact Amy O’Hair 

at 334-5154 or amy@ohair-sherman.com. 

Photos by Wandaline Perelli, September Jarrett, and Amy O’Hair. Photos by Wandaline Perelli, September Jarrett, and Amy O’Hair. Photos by Wandaline Perelli, September Jarrett, and Amy O’Hair. Photos by Wandaline Perelli, September Jarrett, and Amy O’Hair.     

Proofreading by Anita DennisProofreading by Anita DennisProofreading by Anita DennisProofreading by Anita Dennis    

 Wed. June 1 Thurs. June 2 Fri. June 3 Sat. June 4 

 Rooms 101 and 105 to 
Asian Art Museum 

Room 12 to Environmental 
Earth Parade at City Hall 

Room 105 End of 
year luncheon 

 

Mon. June 6 Tue. June 7 Wed. June 8 Thurs. June 9 Fri. June 10 Sat. June 11 
 

Family Potluck 6-8pm 
Bring a Dish! 

First grade lunch at 
Sandy Park 11 am 

Fifth-Grade Picnic 10am 
Kindergarten Promotion 

10am 

Fifth-Grade Promotion 9am 

K2 to Strybing Arboretum 

K8 and 102 to Mt. Davidson 

 
LAST DAY OF 

SCHOOL 

 

SCHOOL IS OUT UNTIL MONDAY, AUG. 29, 2005. HAPPY SUMMER TO ALL! 


