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Featured Staff Member 
Interview by Sue Schechter 

Name:Name:Name:Name: Ann Marie Jesse 

Years at Miraloma:Years at Miraloma:Years at Miraloma:Years at Miraloma: This is her 
first year, although she has been 
with the San Francisco School 
District for 20 years. 

What she does:What she does:What she does:What she does: She is a speech 
and language therapist. She 
handles a caseload of individual 
children, conducts observations 
of children who might be at risk 
for reading differences, and is 
responsible for the initial 
assessment of children at the 
schools. Currently she works at Junipero Serra and Miraloma. 

She works with children who are identified with language, 
articulation, and fluency difficulties. She also works with children 
who need social communication skills. She helps students with 
phonemic awareness problems. Phonemic awareness is the ability 
to hear sounds and put them together, including rhyming sounds.  

She has done extensive work and training with the Houghton-
Mifflin reading program and also uses the Step Up to Writing 
program. She works directly with the student for three weeks, then 
for one week with the teachers and the parents/guardians to 
develop a plan for work at home. She feels strongly about the 
need for collaboration in working with children. 

What she enjoys about Miraloma:What she enjoys about Miraloma:What she enjoys about Miraloma:What she enjoys about Miraloma: Besides living in the 
neighborhood, she is very impressed with the welcome she 
received from the staff and teachers at Miraloma. She says she 
felt included in the school from the moment she stepped in the 
door. She is delighted to be here and looks forward to making a 
difference. She is happy to answer questions and is available on 
Wednesdays and Fridays in room 3. 

A special memory from her own student days:A special memory from her own student days:A special memory from her own student days:A special memory from her own student days: When she was in 
fifth grade, her teacher, Ms. Nelson, got married. Ms. Jesse got 
everyone in the class to collect and bring in their Blue Chip 
stamps. Then she went bought a tea set. She organized a class 
shower at recess, and gave her the gift. She really enjoyed 
organizing the party, giving the gift, and being recognized by the 
teacher. "Ms. Nelson was the first teacher who made me feel 
special. She was a great teacher—very ahead of her time in terms 
of the way she taught and ran the classroom." 

Other interests:Other interests:Other interests:Other interests: She has three children, ages 7, 11, and 14. Her 
husband is a private investigator. She enjoys spending time with 
her family, including long bike rides together as a family. She 
loves to hike; she is active in her church and in her children’s 
schooling; and she supports her children in their sporting 
endeavors, such as traveling with her daughter who is a champion 
Irish dancer. And she loves to plan parties! 

 

Featured Volunteer 
Interview by Leslie Kirk Campbell 

Name:Name:Name:Name: Lourdes Maria Garcia 

Child:Child:Child:Child: Kiley Kellum, first grade 

Years at Miraloma:Years at Miraloma:Years at Miraloma:Years at Miraloma: One 

Favorite thing about Miraloma:Favorite thing about Miraloma:Favorite thing about Miraloma:Favorite thing about Miraloma: 
Miraloma was our 14th choice in 
the selection process, but when we 
walked in, we fell in love. At first it 
was the physical plant, which is 
amazing—library, cafeteria, gym, 
everything. The teachers are great 
and welcoming. The principal is 
committed. After a year, it’s the 
whole community—parents and 
teachers—that is fantastic. Everyone pulls for each other and the 
school. I’ve made friends in a year that I’ll have for life. 

How she volunteers:How she volunteers:How she volunteers:How she volunteers: As a full-time working parent, I’ve managed 
to find ways to volunteer effectively by balancing a small amount 
of classroom volunteering with attending evening meetings and 
doing volunteer work at home. I have gone on field trips, come to 
my daughter’s class to share my knowledge about architecture, 
and read to her class in the library. I do the Spanish translations 
for the school and I was co-chair of the read-a-thon last year, and 
will be again this year. I also create spreadsheets for committees 
that need them. 

Best part of volunteering:Best part of volunteering:Best part of volunteering:Best part of volunteering: Working with the children has been the 
most fun. When I led a center about cities in kindergarten, I 
laughed so hard, I cried. I got to know how my daughter and her 
peers are developing. Being with the kids on field trips and 
reading to them in the library are experiences I’ll take with me. 

Impact volunteering has on your child:Impact volunteering has on your child:Impact volunteering has on your child:Impact volunteering has on your child: Both my husband, Dirk, 
and I come from families of teachers. We know that education 
starts at home. It is so important for Kiley to know that we are 
willing to give up our time for her. She sees us at the school and 
she is proud. She knows that what she is doing is important to us. 

Advice to Volunteers:Advice to Volunteers:Advice to Volunteers:Advice to Volunteers: Don’t overdo it the first year. Start by finding 
out what’s going on and where you can be most effective. 
Whatever you are doing, no matter how small, is worthwhile. 
Reading to the kids just once during the school year is a huge 
contribution. 

Other interests:Other interests:Other interests:Other interests: I love my profession, being an architect. I love 
teaching at California College of Arts and doing activities with my 
family. I’m excited about starting yoga this year—doing something 
for myself! 

About this volunteer series:About this volunteer series:About this volunteer series:About this volunteer series: Every volunteer at Miraloma is 
important. This series highlights just 18 or 19 volunteers per year, 
a diverse sampling of the many dedicated parents and guardians 
who generously put their time into the school. 

Good News from Grounds Committee 
By Sara Vellve, Grounds Committee Co-Chair 

Thanks to the outstanding grant-writing abilities of September 
Jarrett, Miraloma Elementary was awarded a $70,000 grant this 
summer from the San Francisco Conservation Corps, to support 
our efforts to overhaul the kindergarten yard.  

Back-to-School Night is TONIGHT 
6:30 to 7:30 p.m., Auditorium 
Meet your child’s teacher—visit the classroom. 
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The committee expects to complete design work for the new yard 
this fall, with the help of an architect familiar with the school 
district’s bureaucracy and regulatory requirements, particularly 
ADA. We hope to begin construction sometime this winter. 

This grant will continue work we began last spring, when Miraloma 
volunteers combined forces with volunteers from Rebuilding 
Together. Please take a minute to enjoy the new murals and sand 
boxes in the kindergarten yard. Over the summer, parents, 
students, and staff completed the rainbow mural and finished 
hanging new bulletin boards in the hallways. In the nearby first-
grade yard, you will also notice the new basketball “hoop,” which 
was purchased by the PTA and installed by the district. 
Thanks to all the parents, teachers, staff, and Ms. Parrott who 
continue to contribute their time, tools, and expertise to improve 
the school’s outdoor play opportunities for our kids. 

Principal’s Corner 
Welcome to an exciting new school year! Thanks to many of you 
for participating in recent events—Kindergarten Orientation Night, 
the PTA meeting, the Ice Cream Social, and the School Site 
Council (SSC) meeting.  

Our Back-to-School night is tonight, Wednesday, Sept. 14, 6:30 to 
7:30 p.m. We’ll begin with staff introductions in the auditorium, 
and then continue to individual classrooms for teacher 
presentations. Teachers are looking forward to sharing 
information about their program and plans for the year, as well as 
ideas on ways you can participate in and enrich your child’s 
experiences at home and in school. 

The PTA has made arrangements to provide childcare for parents 
who need it. Refreshments and quiet activities will be provided in 
the café. Fourth and fifth graders are invited to join their parents 
and guardians in the classroom. We are looking forward to an 
evening of sharing valuable information, as well as time to meet 
other parents and guardians who share a wonderful gift – their 
children! 

--Marcia Parrott, Principal 

Miraloma Arts Committee Meeting 
By Jeff Kaliss, Arts Committee Chair 
The Miraloma Arts Committee (MAC), a planning-and-action group 
of parents and teachers, will hold its first meeting, in the Miraloma 
library at 6 p.m. on Monday, Sept. 26. Dinner is pay-as-you-eat 
pizza. Parents wanting to attend, whether or not you're new, 
should contact Jeff Kaliss at jefkal@jeffkaliss.com, or 585-8844, 
or buttonhole him at the school. 

What is the Art Cart?  
By Kristin Silverman, Art Cart Coordinator 

The Art Cart is a PTA-sponsored, volunteer-run program designed 
to enhance visual arts in the classroom at Miraloma. Every month 
or so the art cart features a different project. All the necessary 
supplies are collected (either donated and purchased) and put on 
a single cart. Teachers sign up to have the cart in their classroom. 
Their scheduled times are matched up with parent volunteers, 
who help with the project.  

Our first cart of the year is a self-portrait cart. It will have mirrors, 
skin-toned paint, collage materials, and all kinds of stuff for kids 
to create self-portraits. 

The art cart needs your donations of art and craft supplies. Items 
we can use include: yogurt containers; toilet paper and paper 
towel rolls; decorative papers; smooth Styrofoam meat trays and 
takeout boxes; small boxes; wood scraps; and other small items 
like ribbons, yarn, glitter, stickers, buttons, beads, stamps. In 
short, we can use almost anything you can think of for creating art 
in the classroom. Leave donations in the box in the parent room.  

The art cart is also looking for new people to help. If you would like 
to volunteer with the art cart, please contact Kristin Silverman at 

587-6289 or kcps@sbcglobal.net. 

What Kids Had to Say About the First Week 
Here are a few comments, as reported by parents: 

This is the best school I've ever been to. It’s even better than 
summer camp! 
–David Shevelev, kindergarten, on the first day. 

 Mama, I love my school. I'm so lucky. 
–Isabel Scanlon, first grade, on the second day. 

The difference between kindergarten and first grade is that there 
are two Plan-Do-Reviews, Mommy.  And you know how I love them.  
–Michael Thress, first grade. 

Ms. Kitsuda is the best third-grade teacher in the entire world! 
–Clover Austin-Muehleck and classmate Marika Stuurman, third 
grade, on the first day. 

I think this will be a good year. 
--Grace O’Hair-Sherman, fourth grade, on the second day. 

Mommy, I made three new friends! [Mom says: That's great, 
honey! What are their names?] I dunno. 

Mommy, I learned a lot today. But I still can't read. 
–Cleo Blackketter, kindergarten, on various days of the first week. 

School is a 10! 
–Emma Sandberg, kindergarten, in the first week. 

But, Mom, it's hard to get out of bed when my eyes are still asleep! 
–Ariane Li, second grade, early in the morning. 

 
New kindergarteners on their first day: (left to right) Nicole 
Anderson, Juliana Sansano (rear), Chase McCord, Aidan Alberts, 

Isabella Covarrubias (rear), 
Amalia Cymrot-Wu, and 
Gabriel Damir. 
 

Ice Cream Social 
Kindergartener Alice 
Kilduff enjoys her bowl at 
the fourth annual ice 
cream social on Sept. 7—
Miraloma’s first big 
community event of the 
year. Hundreds of kids, 
family members, friends, 
teachers, and staff showed 
up for a sweet treat and a 
friendly chat. 
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Miraloma’s Fundraising Year, 2005-2006 
By Leslie Thorndike and Frannie Roche, PTA Fundraising Team 

In a perfect world, no school would have to fundraise. 
Unfortunately, due to continued federal, state, and local funding 
cuts, the programs that enrich our children's education are in 
jeopardy. These programs include art, dance, poetry, writing, 
physical education, gardening, outdoor education, and field trips, 
as well as the library and computer lab. 

The PTA conducts several fundraisers each year in support of our 
school’s aim to provide these programs to our children. Please 
read through this summary, so that you can decide in what ways 
your family can help over the coming year. Not every family will 
want to participate in every fundraiser. We hope you find the ways 
your family feels good in supporting Miraloma. Here are this year’s 
fundraising events to help meet our budget:  

▪ Miraloma ▪ Miraloma ▪ Miraloma ▪ Miraloma For The KidsFor The KidsFor The KidsFor The Kids: Our annual direct-donation program. 
Letters requesting donations are mailed to all families. You may 
also pass on donation request letters to your friends and family.  

▪ Sally Foster Gift Wrap sale▪ Sally Foster Gift Wrap sale▪ Sally Foster Gift Wrap sale▪ Sally Foster Gift Wrap sale: Purchase wrapping paper and the 
Sally Foster Company will donate a percentage of the total sales. 

▪ Chevy's Nights▪ Chevy's Nights▪ Chevy's Nights▪ Chevy's Nights: Eat dinner at Chevy's Stonestown (present flyer 
to wait staff) on October 13 and/or February 2 and they will 
donate a percentage of those total sales to Miraloma.  

▪ The Rummage Sale▪ The Rummage Sale▪ The Rummage Sale▪ The Rummage Sale takes place on November 5. Save your 
unused quality stuff now to resell to our community. 

▪ See's Candy▪ See's Candy▪ See's Candy▪ See's Candy: Buy your Valentines candy during our sale and 
See's will donate a percentage of the total sales. 

▪ Barnes & Noble▪ Barnes & Noble▪ Barnes & Noble▪ Barnes & Noble Bookstore: Bookstore: Bookstore: Bookstore: On April 22, purchase books from 
Barnes & Noble in Colma and they will donate a percentage of 
total sales to Miraloma. 

▪ Spring Festival▪ Spring Festival▪ Spring Festival▪ Spring Festival: Held on May 6, this is 
a fun event and community builder, as 
well as a fundraiser. The silent auction 
proceeds help fund school programs. 

Please read the article that follows, on 
passive fundraising (scrip) programs, 
another major source of funds for the school. Photo: PTA 
Fundraising Team—Leslie Thorndike, left, and Frannie Roche. 

Passive Fundraising Supports Miraloma 
What does that mean? These are fundraising programs that turn 
your everyday shopping into money for Miraloma—without much 
effort on your part. Scrip programs are a steady, easy source of 
funds to support programs for our students. Make sure you are 
enrolled in as many programs as appropriate for your family’s 
shopping habits. If you have questions, please call Frannie Roche 
at 566-6124 or frannieroche@comcast.net.  
eScrip. eScrip. eScrip. eScrip. Register your Safeway card and/or your credit cards online 
at www.escrip.com, then use them at participating stores. 
Miraloma receives 1% to 3% of proceeds. Our number is 
#5109134.  

SchoolPop.com.SchoolPop.com.SchoolPop.com.SchoolPop.com. Shop online through this portal Web site, and 
Miraloma receives varying amounts from participating vendors. Go 
to www.schoolpop.com to sign up and then each time you shop. 

TargetTargetTargetTarget will give 1% of your purchases to Miraloma when you use 
its Visa card. Go to www.target.com to find out more. 

Office Depot: Office Depot: Office Depot: Office Depot: With their “5% Back to Schools” program, your 
purchases contribute to Miraloma. Go to www.officedepot.com. 
Click on the link at the bottom of the page under “Specials.”  

Good Life GroceryGood Life GroceryGood Life GroceryGood Life Grocery (Bernal Heights or Potrero Hill). Buy scrip to use 
like cash at the store and 7.5% of your purchases go to Miraloma. 
Contact Jane Austin at 334-2829 or jeaustin@sbcglobal.net. 

Rainbow GroceryRainbow GroceryRainbow GroceryRainbow Grocery also offers a scrip program, which donates 10% 
of your purchases to Miraloma. To purchase scrip, contact Amy 
O’Hair at amy@ohair-sherman.com or 334-5154.  

Albertson’s. Albertson’s. Albertson’s. Albertson’s. Get an Albertson’s Community Partners Card and 
present it every time you shop. Earns 2% for Miraloma. Go to 
www.albertsons.com/cp/  

BoxBoxBoxBox----TopsTopsTopsTops: Send them to school with your child; each is worth 10 
cents to Miraloma. The collection boxes are in classroom and the 
office. Also earn money for Miraloma at the online shopping portal 
at www.boxtops4education.com.  
Cell phones and empty inkjet cartridgesCell phones and empty inkjet cartridgesCell phones and empty inkjet cartridgesCell phones and empty inkjet cartridges also earn money for 
Miraloma. Drop off in the parent room. More information at these 
two Web sites: ▪ http://cartridgesforkids.com/pricesframe.html 
▪ http://empties4cash.com/02cartridges03list.htm 

Parent Tutoring Program Meeting on Sept. 19 
By Stacy Moore, Parent Tutoring Program Chair 

The first meeting for the Parent Tutoring Program will be Monday, 
Sept. 19, at 6 p.m. in K1.  We are looking for parents who would 
like to volunteer for a minimum of one half hour, once a week, on 
the same day, in the same classroom. We’ll work on matching 
tutors with teachers, and set a schedule.  

If you are interested in tutoring in a classroom but cannot make 
this meeting, contact Stacy Moore, at stacy@walstads.net, or 824-
6189 to let her know the time and day that would work for you! 

Volunteer Orientation and Q&A Next Tuesday 
This seminar will be held on Tuesday, Sept. 20, 8 to 8:45 a.m. in 
room 109. All parents and guardians welcome. Contact Leslie Kirk 
Campbell, Parent Involvement Advisor, 285-1926, 
leslie@ripefruitwriting.com. 

Our New Educational Gardener 
By Amy O’Hair, Gazette 
Editor 

Meet Suzi Palladino, 
Miraloma’s new 
Educational Gardener. 
She is trained in 
providing garden 
curriculum to kids, and 
looks forward to 
working with Miraloma 
students, including 
creating some garden art projects with them. The sessions begin 
on Sept. 20, and go for seven weeks with kindergarten through 
second-grade students, then seven weeks with third- through fifth-
grade students. There will be lots of hands-on experiences. 

There is currently grant money to cover the program until Jan. 
2006. Working with September Jarrett, Suzi hopes to help secure 
more grants for Miraloma, and make the school a member of 
Growing Green Kids, a garden education non-profit. (Visit 
www.growinggreenkids.org for more information.) 

Originally from North Carolina, Suzi moved to SF earlier this year, 
after first making a stop off in New Zealand to work on organic 
farms. “I came here in search of an urban garden experience!” 
she says. It’s hard to get more urban-garden than our patches of 
greenery, cut open from the gritty 
asphalt. Stop by to see what’s 
growing, on the Myra Way side of 
the school, or check out the 
garden bulletin board in the 
upstairs hall in future weeks.  

Do You Have a Miraloma 
Family Handbook?  
The blue Miraloma Family 
Handbook answers many 
questions you may have about our 
school—administrative policies, 
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your child’s daily schedule, various tests that are administered, 
community events, volunteering information, student support 
programs, and much more.   

If you are an incoming family who never received one, or you’ve 
lost yours, please contact Adrienne Ferreboeuf, 333-9099 or 
amboeuf@yahoo.com, and one will be sent home with your child. 

The dated supplementThe dated supplementThe dated supplementThe dated supplement contains this year’s holidays, event and 
meeting dates, staff list, and all parent-volunteer contacts and 
committee chairs. It is a folded, cream-colored paper, and belongs 
with your handbook. If you haven’t received yours, pick one up in 
the office or call Adrienne (333-9099) to have one sent home. 

The New Miraloma Elementary School Web Site  
By NaNoshka Johnson, Web Site Administrator    

What do the school lunch menu, Ms. Parrott's email address, 
and the “Miraloma for the Kids” fundraising campaign all have in 
common?    Information on these—and much more—can now be 
found on our new school Web site, located at 
www.MiralomaElementary.org, or www.miralomasf.com.  

The PTA has formed a Web site committee. If you'd like to help, 
contact us at website@miralomaelementary.org. No special skills 
required.  

Miraloma Chess Club Forming 
By Chester Hartsough, parent leader, Miraloma Chess Club 

Next Wednesday, Sept. 21, at 12 p.m., the new Miraloma Chess 
Club will have its first meeting. Second through fifth graders of all 
skill levels are welcome to attend, with parent/guardian 
permission. Initially the meetings will be for members only. Later 
in the year we will have a number of open meetings in which we 
will welcome non-members, first through fifth grade, to learn and 
play. We may even have a tournament including parents.  

Chess is more than just a game. There is evidence that chess 
instruction and play enhances student performance in math and 
science—even music. Chess develops critical thinking, problem 
solving, planning, and creativity. The skills and confidence gained 
by playing chess will last a lifetime. 

The benefits of chess are available to all children, but 
unfortunately only a small number take advantage of them. In 
particular, girls and women are underrepresented in the world of 
chess. Please encourage your daughter to join if she has any 
interest at all. Membership/permission forms can be found in the 
media rack below the PTA bulletin board. If you have questions, 
please contact Chester, at 585-7317, babacarter@mac.com.  
Grade Notebooks—A Parent Idea 
By Amy O’Hair, paper-logged parent 

This year, a lot of finished schoolwork will come home with your 
child. It’s very exciting to see your child’s progress on paper. Who 
knew they did book reports in kindergarten? In any case, the 
question arises, what to keep—and how to keep it.  

When my daughter began at Miraloma four years ago, I took an 
idea from her nursery school, which assembled a pile of her 

artwork into a nice notebook for keeps. So for each year we got a 
wide binder, into which I put a selection of what came home. 
Many things besides homework and worksheets can go in after 
being three-hole-punched or put in a plastic sleeve—school 
portrait photos, student-of-the-week certificates, artwork. 

It has been a source of pride for her to be able to show off her 
year’s work to visiting relatives, or to have a review for herself. 
There is a bit of ongoing work in deciding what to keep, but it’s 
worth it not to be snowed under. 

Sports4Kids Now at Miraloma 

We welcome Coach Lu (Luther Ellison), who will be teaching P.E. 
to Miraloma students through the Sports4Kids program. (See 
www.sports4kids.org.) Coach Lu is offering two games training  games training  games training  games training 
sessionssessionssessionssessions for volunteers who would like to lead simple games for 
kids on the yard during recesses.  

The workshops will be held from 8 to 8:30 a.m. on two successive 
Thursdays—Sept. 15 and 22. All parents/guardians interested in 
helping in the yards during recess are welcome to attend. 

Spanish Classes for Students Still Open  
There are still spots available for students who want to take 
Spanish through MEEP. You need not be in MEEP to take these 
classes. They are held 1:50 to 3:30 p.m. on Mon. and Wed. for 
intermediate, Tues. and Thurs. for beginners. Classes started on 
Sept. 12, but you can still enroll your child. Tuition  
is $15/class non-MEEP ($378/28 classes)  
and $12/class MEEP ($336/28 classes).  
Call MEEP to register: 584-7080.  

Miraloma Logowear  Miraloma T-shirts for  
kids are $8, adults $10. Sweatshirts for kids and  
adults ($16 and $18) and long-sleeved tees for  
adults ($12) are also available. Contact Laurrie  
Petrelli at 282-0145 or laurriepetrelli@yahoo.com. 

Please Turn in Your Meal Applications  
The more free- and reduced-price lunch applications Miraloma 
submits, the more money is available for our students. If you need 
another one call the office at 469-4734. 

Parents’ Corner 
Veronica PerezVeronica PerezVeronica PerezVeronica Perez, mother of three Miraloma students (Maria, 
Veronica, and Josephine Olmos) is looking for additional work as a 
house cleaner. She has biweekly slots on Saturdays and Fridays 
open. Call (650) 630-5807. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    
Submissions. Submissions. Submissions. Submissions. The Gazette welcomes submissions from all 
members of the community. The next deadline is Thursday, Sept 
22, 5 p.m. for email and 1 p.m. for green folder in school office. 
The next issue is Sept. 28. Submissions are subject to approval by 
the school administration. Contact Amy O’Hair, editor, at 334-
5154 or amy@ohair-sherman.com. 

Photos by Jimmy Goetz and Amy O’Hair.Photos by Jimmy Goetz and Amy O’Hair.Photos by Jimmy Goetz and Amy O’Hair.Photos by Jimmy Goetz and Amy O’Hair.    

 Wed. Sept. 14 Thurs. Sept. 15 Fri. Sept. 16 Sat. Sept. 17 

 
Back-to-School Night 

6:30-7:30pm, Auditorium. 

Games Training for 
Volunteers 8am, yard 

  

Mon. Sept. 19 Tue. Sept. 20 Wed. Sept. 21 Thurs. Sept. 22 Fri. Sept. 23 Sat. Sept. 24 

Parent Tutoring 
Meeting  

6pm, Rm K1 

Volunteer Orientation 
and Q&A    8am, Rm109 

Grounds Committee 
Meeting 6pm, library 

Gift-Wrap Fundraiser begins 
 

Chess Club 12pm, Rm 16 

Games Training for 
Volunteers 8am, yard  

 
Gazette Deadline 5pm   

Mon. Sept. 26 Tue. Sept. 27 Wed. Sept. 28 Thurs. Sept. 29 Fri. Sept. 30  Sat. Oct. 1 

Art Committee 
Meeting  

6pm, library 

 Next Gazette Issue   Family School  
Clean-Up Day 

9am-1pm 


