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MIRALOMA GAZETTE 
MIRALOMA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  

SAN FRANCISCO, CA �  SEPT. 28, 2005  

____________________________________________

Family Math Night Date Has Changed 
The new date for this important family event is the 
evening of Thursday, Oct. 27Thursday, Oct. 27Thursday, Oct. 27Thursday, Oct. 27. This is a highlight of the 
fall—mark your calendars now. Details later. 

 

Monday, Oct. 10, is Columbus Day/ 
Indigenous Peoples’ Day  

NO SCHOOL    

10 10 ， 哥 ╱  

Lunes 10 de octubre, es Lunes 10 de octubre, es Lunes 10 de octubre, es Lunes 10 de octubre, es Día a Cristóbal Colon/Día de Día a Cristóbal Colon/Día de Día a Cristóbal Colon/Día de Día a Cristóbal Colon/Día de 
los Indígenas los Indígenas los Indígenas los Indígenas –––– No hay escuela que día. No hay escuela que día. No hay escuela que día. No hay escuela que día.    

 

Parent-Principal Chat This Friday, Sept. 30 
This is a monthly informal get-together for parents, 
guardians, and Ms. Parrott, our principal.  

Join us on this Friday for the first chat of the school 
year, in room 109 (MEEP) from 8 to 9:15 a.m. 
Refreshments served. Young ones welcome. 

If you would like to bake or bring a morning treat for 
the chat, please contact Lucy Pozzoni, at 
lucypozzoni@yahoo.com or 334-7636. 
______________________________________________________________ 

PTA Meeting Next Tuesday, Oct. 4 
6:30 to 8 p.m. in the library (snacks and chat at 6:15). 
Read more about the PTA and membership on page 4. 
______________________________________________________________  

Walk-To-School Week is Oct. 3 to 7 
Enjoy some time and some physical activity with your 
children in the morning. Read more on page 3. 
______________________________________________________________ 

Miraloma For The Kids—Please Mail In Donations 
You should have received your pledge form in the mail by 
now. Please fill it out and return with your donation check 
as soon as you can. Thank you for your contributions. 

School Clean-Up Day This Saturday, Oct. 1 
This is a family event—all are welcome on Saturday, 
Oct. 1, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Parents and older kids tackle 
the grounds and school, and fulfill the requests of 
teachers for classroom chores. PTA provides break-
fast foods and coffee. To participate, just show up. 
You may also bring a healthy breakfast food to share. 

2005年10月1日星期六 學校清掃 

歡迎所有家屬來幫忙! 

幫忙使學校成為一乾淨場所 – 教室, 操場, 庭院. 

早上9時至下午1時.  

La Limpieza general De la Escuela  
Sábado, 1 de Octubre. ¡Todas las familias estan invitadas a 
ayudar! Ayudemos todos a hacer de nuestra escuela un lugar 
limpio y bello, por dentro y por fuera. Salones de clase, el patio de 
juego, los pasillos. De 9 a 1pm sábado 1 de octubre 2005.  
___________________________________________________________ 

Chevy’s Fundraiser on Wednesday, Oct. 13 
The fall Chevy’s fundraiser is Wednesday, Oct. 13, 
from 5 to 9 p.m., at the Stonestown Chevy’s. Look for 
the flyer in the Wednesday envelope the week before, 
bring it to the restaurant, and enjoy a great meal with 
Miraloma friends. The restaurant donates 20% to the 
school. The funds are targeted for outdoor education. 
_________________________________________________________ 

Rummage Sale Coming—Save the Date: Nov. 5 
To help the Rummage Sale be a big success, set aside 
gently-used items for donation now and tell your friends to 
come! We will need volunteers. Stay tuned for more details. 

_____________________________________________________________ 

Sally Foster Gift-Wrap Orders Are Now Due  
By Amy Black and Elizabeth Halperin, Gift-wrap Sale Co-Chairs 

Please make sure your orders are dropped off in the parent room 
box marked “Sally Foster Orders,” no later than no later than no later than no later than tomorrow, tomorrow, tomorrow, tomorrow, 
Thursday morning, Sept. 29.Thursday morning, Sept. 29.Thursday morning, Sept. 29.Thursday morning, Sept. 29.    You may also send them back in your 
child’s Wednesday envelope tomorrow. This is a great opportunity 
to raise funds for Miraloma—the school gets 50% of every item 
sold!  

You may also take advantage of online ordering to benefit the 
school through Jan. 2006. Go to www.sallyfoster.com and click on 
the "Seller's Section & Registration" button at the top. Then click 
on the "Register Now" button near the photo of the boy. The 
school's account number is 760353760353760353760353. 

You might notice that they have the school name misspelled as 
"Mira Loma." Despite this, Miraloma will receive credit for all 
sales. Your child will receive prize credit for all Internet sales until 
Sept. 30. (Note that the deadline for hard-copy orders is Sept. 28.) 
After Sept. 30, you or any of your family or friends can continue to 

Friday, Oct. 7, is Staff Development Day  
NO SCHOOL  

10 7 ，  教  
Viernes 7 de octubre Viernes 7 de octubre Viernes 7 de octubre Viernes 7 de octubre –––– Día de capacitación para  Día de capacitación para  Día de capacitación para  Día de capacitación para 
el personal docenteel personal docenteel personal docenteel personal docente. No hay escuela que día.. No hay escuela que día.. No hay escuela que día.. No hay escuela que día.    
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place orders online, and Miraloma will still receive the 50% share, 
but it won't count toward the prizes.  

Note From the Editor: The Gazette has been rearranged to 
help cut down the amount of paper going home to families; 
announcements are now on the front and features inside. 

Featured Staff Member: Christie Kitsuda 
By Jeff Kaliss 

We weren't at all sure we'd be seeing her teaching third grade 
again at Miraloma. But now that she's back, we're having to get 
used to her new married name: Christie Kitsuda. "To all the 
students I had last year, I'll always be Ms. Lim," Christie says, "and 
that's okay."  

Christie was among many first-year teachers who received lay-off 
notices last May, a reaction by the school district to budget 
setbacks. Although unsure of her employment future, Christie 
went ahead with summer plans to 
marry legal assistant Kevin and 
honeymoon with him in London 
and Paris. That the couple got out 
of London just before the terrorist 
incidents there may have been a 
harbinger of good luck to come. 
Two weeks before the start of the 
school year, Christie received word 
that, since all "consolidated" 
teachers had been reinstated, the 
district was hiring her back to 
Miraloma. "I was thrilled!" she 
reports with a giggle. "I love this 
school."  

Christie's colleagues at Miraloma are an important part of her 
enthusiasm. "I feel a real sense of community with the staff," she 
says. "I haven't felt that at every school I've been to—that sense of 
being comfortable."  

She did her substitute and student teaching principally in the 
Mission and in Chinatown, where her mother Darlene Lim and her 
aunt Annette Lim had taught, and where Christie attended school 
as a child. At Miraloma, Christie appreciates a "diverse" student 
body, with a "wide range of cultures."  

Christie also applauds Miraloma's great parent involvement. “For 
some of the students, it's great just knowing that their parents 
and their teacher are on the same side."  

To help meet the staff's focus on math this year, Christie is 
bolstering her undergraduate degree from UC Santa Barbara and 
her credential from San Francisco State University by completing a 
class in mathematical problem solving at State. She's also 
resuming the role of Health 
Advocate for the school, which she 
also did last year, and will be 
serving as the school's GATE 
(gifted and talented) coordinator. 

Featured Volunteer 
Interview by Rebecca Hilario  

Name:Name:Name:Name: September Jarrett 

ChildChildChildChild at Miraloma:  at Miraloma:  at Miraloma:  at Miraloma: Justin Cuneo 
(first-grade, Ms. Huang)  

Years as a Miraloma Family: Years as a Miraloma Family: Years as a Miraloma Family: Years as a Miraloma Family: Two 

Favorite thing about Miraloma: Favorite thing about Miraloma: Favorite thing about Miraloma: Favorite thing about Miraloma: The 
community of teachers, parents, 
and children.  

How she volunteers at Miraloma: How she volunteers at Miraloma: How she volunteers at Miraloma: How she volunteers at Miraloma: I co-chair the Grounds 
Committee so that we can create high-quality outdoor spaces and 
activities for our children, comparable to what goes on inside the 

school. I also work on the Grants Committee so that we can get 
outside funding to support programming for our kids. Every once 
in a while I help in the classroom. Our family also likes to help with 
school events.  

Advice About VolunteeringAdvice About VolunteeringAdvice About VolunteeringAdvice About Volunteering: There is something for everybody in 
terms of volunteer opportunities at the school. Pick something 
that works for your availability and interests. Working together as 
a community, we get an amazing amount accomplished. I get a lot 
of inspiration from seeing other community members’ 
contributions, big and small.  

Outside Interests Outside Interests Outside Interests Outside Interests I love to spend time with my family—traveling, 
playing board games, and reading. Cooking is a necessity and a 
passion. Volunteer work with two important groups sustains me—a 
soup kitchen called St. Martin De Porres House of Hospitality and 
Support for Families of Children With Disabilities. Also, I am 
fortunate to have a very interesting and challenging job as the 
Director of Policy and Planning for the City's Department of 
Children, Youth, and Their Families. 

[September’s younger son, Ian, is in the background of photo.]  

To learn how you can volunteer at Miraloma, contact Volunteer 
Coordinator Katie Handelman at 920-9593 or poppy3@jps.net. 

Classroom Volunteering Tips 
By Anna Payawal-Scanlon and Amy O’Hair 

So you want to be a classroom volunteer. Maybe you’ve done this 
before—or maybe you haven’t. Either way, you’re bound to have 
some questions. What’s the best way to contact your child’s new 
teacher? Can you help outside of the classroom? What’s the 
scoop on field trips? 

In the hectic first weeks of school, several teachers, from all the 
grade levels, kindly found time to offer the Gazette some thoughts 
on parent/guardian volunteering. The result? Some valuable tips 
on how teachers and volunteers can work together to create a 
positive learning experience for Miraloma’s students. 

Follow the leader.Follow the leader.Follow the leader.Follow the leader. If you’re interested in volunteering, ask your 
child’s teacher if there are any specific needs to be met for your 
classroom. Also ask how he or she prefers to be contacted with 
questions about volunteering—a phone call outside of instruction 
times, a quick visit after school, an email? Communicating with 
your teacher is a key component in your success as a volunteer. 

Center yourself.Center yourself.Center yourself.Center yourself.    Your help during “centers”—group work involving 
subjects such as writing, reading, or math—is much appreciated 
by the teachers, and directly benefits the students. Volunteering 
for centers gives both parents and teachers the opportunity to 
work closely with one small group at a time.  

Take a trip. Take a trip. Take a trip. Take a trip. A field trip, that is. Classroom excursions are a great 
way for parents to get involved. This is true at all grade levels, and 
especially important in the upper grades, where class size is so 
much larger (up to 32 students) than K-3 classes. Having 
chaperones at any grade level allows teachers to split their 
classes into smaller groups for activities. Parent support makes it 
possible for upper-grade classes to take overnight trips, which 
involve tasks like making dinner and setting up tents.  

Cut it out. Cut it out. Cut it out. Cut it out. Or staple it. Or collate it. There is much behind-the-
scenes work to be done before your child can create that adorable 
art project, or try a hands-on science lesson. Helping teachers with 
all that prep work can give them more time to concentrate on 
other areas of their lesson plan. Prep work is usually something 
you can do in your own time. It’s the perfect solution for a parent 
who would like to contribute to the class, but can’t be at the 
school during regular instruction hours. 

Keep your word (or give a heads up). Keep your word (or give a heads up). Keep your word (or give a heads up). Keep your word (or give a heads up). As in life, when volunteering, 
there’s a lot to be said for being consistent and dependable. If you 
can’t make a deadline, or you can’t be in class when you said you 
would, make every effort to warn the teacher in advance. That 
way, your teacher can recruit others’ help, if necessary–and he or 
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she will know you can still be counted on. (See note about 
communication above!) 

Parting words?Parting words?Parting words?Parting words? We can tell you from our own experiences as 
parent volunteers that participating in and out of the classroom is 
a lot of fun. And the rewards are unbeatable.  

Perhaps one teacher put it best when she said, “There’s nothing 
more rewarding than seeing a child bloom in front of your eyes.”  

Students’ Corner: What’s Happening in K8? 
By Andrea Simmons, kindergarten teacher 
The kindergarteners in K8 are exploring the five senses, beginning 
with the sense of touch. Students brainstormed "touch words" and 
explored touch boxes in our Science Center. They created touch-
art hands to show different textures they could feel. Students 
glued on things like sandpaper, foam, corrugated cardboard, 
sponges, felt, suede, and burlap while discussing what each felt 
like. 

Teachers Learning to Improve Math Instruction    
By Kay Kirman, fifth-grade teacher 

Continuing a process begun in the 2003-2004 school year, 
Miraloma’s teaching staff went back to school a week early in 
August, to relate numbers to geometry. This yearlong project to 
build mathematics content knowledge is made possible by a 
$7,000 grant from the San Francisco Education Fund and a 
pledge of additional support from the School Site Council (SSC). 

Staff will work throughout the year under the guidance of Dr. H. 
Wu of the University of California Berkeley’s Department of 
Mathematics and a framer of the state’s Mathematics Framework 
and Content Standards.  

Dr. Wu is truly a member of the Miraloma community. Not only did 
he give a presentation at our Family Math Night in 2003, he is a 
big fan of our principal. We are the first school he has worked with 
that is undertaking a K–5 approach to improving mathematics 
instruction. He stresses that an approach like this needs the 
support of strong leader.  

During the initial sessions with our staff, Dr. Wu summarized 
America’s mathematics education crisis, which was underscored 
ten years ago in a quip by Bill Schmidt: U.S. curriculum in the 
subject is a “mile-wide and an inch deep.” (See www.timss 
.bc.edu.) Dr. Wu outlined how this problem could be countered: 

▪ Improve teacher education, 

▪ Enhance curriculum to support what textbooks lack, and 

▪ Support students after school. 

As a Teacher Fellow at Intel Corporation for the last two summers, 
I have learned first-hand what Dr. Wu stressed during the 
sessions: America hasn’t been able to meet the needs of the 
technical field for some time. Intel and other technology 
companies have had to recruit qualified workers with 
mathematics and science backgrounds from other countries in 
increasing numbers in recent years. 

Julie Dunkle, Intel’s lead sponsor of Teacher Fellows, stressed 
that while today’s students need to know mathematics 
procedures, memorizing facts is not enough. Our students need to 
creatively solve problems, think flexibly, and productively work in a 
team—things that textbook-based mathematics study does not 
promote.  

During the first two sessions with Dr. Wu, teachers focused on 
whole numbers. In future sessions, we will study fractions and 
ultimately geometry—the bridge between numbers and the 
physical world. 

More math is coming in the Oct. 12 issue of the Gazette: useful 
tips for parents helping their children at home, necessary grade-
level concepts, and a short bio of Dr. Wu. 

Walk-To-School Week is Oct. 3 to 7 
By Adrienne Ferreboeuf, PTA VP Programs 

This year, Walk-to-School Week is Oct. 3 to 7. Walk-to-School Day 
is Wednesday, Oct. 5. This event is designed to: 

▪ Reinforce children's good traffic safety skills.  

▪ Remind adults to drive safely in school zones.  

▪ Create and maintain safe places for children to walk in their 
neighborhood, such as on trips to and from school.  

▪ Identify specific steps people can take to make our community 
more pedestrian friendly.  

▪ Promote the fact that children need regular physical activity to 
stay strong and healthy.  

▪ Encourage families to have fun and spend time together 
simply by walking—the easiest way to stay healthy. 

Families who live outside of walking distance might consider 
parking a couple of blocks away from school and walking. I will 
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post more information on the bulletin board outside the parent 
room.  Look for information about being safe at pick-up and drop-
off times, in the next issue of the Gazette. 

Those Miraloma Mornings…That Early Bell    
By Julia Ward 

It’s with good reason we try calmly to get our kids to school on 
time. Rumor has it that kids learn best in the morning hours, when 
their attention is high and their energy most focused. And, did you 
know, Miraloma gets some financial contribution from the district 
for each day a child is in school, on time? But just how to handle 
hectic mornings? Parenting literature yields commonsense tips:  

▪ Do what you can the night before—make lunches, set out 
clothes, gather backpacks, set the breakfast table. 

▪ Go to bed nice and early. (Parents, too!) Spend some time in 
your kids’ bedrooms, unwinding them for an easy-to-sleep 
night—reading, snuggling, lullabying. 

▪ Get up early. Really, really early. E-a-r-l-y. 

▪ Eat a balanced, healthy breakfast together. It’s a time you can 
share together in an otherwise run-run period of the day.  

▪ Ask yourself what’s really vital, and be ready to give some 
things up. Must the hair be perfectly combed? Does the 
eccentric fashion style really matter? Matching socks don’t 
mean much if getting them will make you all nuts. 

▪ Have a “Get Out the Door Zone”—keys, backpacks, homework, 
bags, cell phones, etc., all in one place, ready to go. 

Now, if you’ve tried these sensible methods and are still morning-
challenged, you need to get serious about getting to school on 
time. Consider these more unorthodox ways to get out the door: 

☺ Give up bathing the kids Monday through Friday. 

☺ On Sunday nights, dress the kids in five layers—each one a 
different outfit. Each morning, just peel off a layer. Voila—they’re 
dressed! Some people may notice your children look chubbier at 
the beginning of each week, but then seem quite fit and slim by 
Friday. Most will be too polite to comment on this.  

☺ Set up breakfast on the kitchen table the night before.  

☺ Have the kids sleep at the kitchen table, in front of their 
breakfast.  

☺ Put the kitchen table in the car.  

☺ Finally, make lunches in advance. Don’t use anything fresh or 
perishable. Your new motto: "If you won't find it in a bomb 
shelter, it's not for my child’s lunchbox!" Make about three 
months of lunches at once. Store in the kids' former bedroom. 

☺ Consider taking advantage of jetlag. Plan a family summer 
trip by plane, as far east as you can, returning with the children 
mere days before the school year begins. Otherwise pesky jetlag 
will have your kids up and raring to go at 6 a.m. 

☺ When all else fails, there is duct tape.  

A little laughter may help you get your kids to school on time, and 
still live to tell about it. Good luck to all!  

Thanks to Rose Dromgoole and Paul Korntheuer for their 
innovative ideas. 

Seen On The Yard 
LeftLeftLeftLeft, from top: Lottie 
Crawford, Brianni Williams, 
and Aileen Zhang. RightRightRightRight, clockwise from top: Keano Hodges, 
De’Marria Conley, Manny Taylor, and Derek Russell.  

Why Join the PTA?  
By Rebecca Hilario, PTA VP Membership    

Like me, you want the best for your child’s education. One 
excellent way to make your child’s educational experience the 
best it can be is by joining the PTA—an organization of parents and 
teachers that works to support both community and academics.  

With your support, we can strengthen the parent/guardian/ 
teacher relationship by promoting parent involvement. We can 
organize events that help build and reinforce our community and 
provide support for the enrichment programs that otherwise would 
be beyond our school’s reach, such as arts education, profession-
al development for teachers, yard equipment, and the poetry 
program.  

Our next meeting is in the library on Tuesday, Oct. 4. Come at 6:15 
for snacks, 6:30 to 8 p.m. for the meeting. Pizza and childcare is 
provided for your children, snacks are provided for the parents. If 
you can’t make it at exactly 6:30, join us when you can. Member-
ship forms are available at the meetings and in the media rack 
outside the parent room. It is never too late to join!  

Parents’ Corner  Laura MilvyLaura MilvyLaura MilvyLaura Milvy, Miraloma mom and left-leaning 

activist, is looking for part-time work in a creative field. She has 
20 years graphic-design experience and is well organized, 
intelligent, and responsible. Have a lead? Call her at 821-2467. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    
Your submissions to this newsletter are welcomeYour submissions to this newsletter are welcomeYour submissions to this newsletter are welcomeYour submissions to this newsletter are welcome—articles, ideas, 
photos. Any member of the community may contribute. Next 
deadline is Thursday, Oct 6. 5 p.m. for email and 1 p.m. for green 
folder in office. Next issue is Oct. 12. Submissions are subject to 
approval by the school administration. Contact Amy O’Hair, editor, 
at amy@ohair-sherman.com or 334-5154.   Photos by Amy O’Hair. Photos by Amy O’Hair. Photos by Amy O’Hair. Photos by Amy O’Hair.  

 Wed. Sept. 28 Thurs. Sept. 29 Fri. Sept. 30 Sat. Oct. 1 

Benefit Miraloma. Sign up for eScrip. 

www.eScrip.com  
Miraloma’s number is 5109134. 

 Gift-Wrap Fundraiser 
Ends—Turn in orders 

 School Clean-Up 
Day 9am-1pm 

Mon. Oct. 3 Tue. Oct. 4 Wed. Oct. 5 Thurs. Oct. 6 Fri. Oct. 7 Sat. Oct. 8 

 
PTA Meeting  

6:30 pm in library 
 
 Gazette Deadline 5pm 

Staff Development Day 
NO SCHOOL  

Mon. Oct. 10 Tue. Oct. 11 Wed. Oct. 12 Thurs. Oct. 13 Fri. Oct. 14  Sat. Oct. 15 

Columbus Day / 
Indigenous Peoples’ Day 

NO SCHOOL 

 Next Gazette Issue Chevy’s Night 

5-9pm Stonestown 

  


