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Winter Break Is Monday, Dec. 19  
through Monday, Jan. 2.  

School resumes on Tuesday, Jan. 3. 

Vacaciones del Invierno  
Lunes 19 de diciembre - lunes 2 de enero 

12 19 1 2  

季假  

 

English Learners Advisory Committee 
(ELAC) Meets Tuesday, Dec. 13  
This group advises the principal and the School Site 
Council on issues relating to the needs of English 
language students. The next meeting is Tuesday, Dec. 
13, from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m., in the Parent Room. 

Sesione del Comité Consejero para Estudiantes 
Aprendiendo Inglés (ELAC) 13 de diciembre 
Este grupo recomienda a la directora y a los miembros del 
comité directivo en la forma en que se deben de responder 
las necesidades de los estudiantes que están aprendiendo 
inglés, para que se especifique en el Plan Académico. 
Martes, 13 de diciembre, de las 5:30-6:30 p.m. en el salon 
de los padres. 
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_____________________________________________________________ 

Parent-Principal Chat on Friday, Dec. 16 
Join us on Friday, Dec. 16, in room 109 (MEEP), from 8:15 
to 9:00 a.m. This is a great chance to hear from Ms. 
Parrott, meet other parents, and have your questions 
answered. Refreshments served. Young ones welcome. If 
you would like to bake or bring a morning treat to the chat, 
contact Lucy Pozzoni, at 334-7636 or 
lucypozzoni@yahoo.com. 
_____________________________________________________________ 

Volunteer Gardening Is Saturday, Jan. 7 
10am to 12 noon. Help with gardening chores around the 
school. Contact Paul Korntheuer with questions: 
paul@rarefaction.com.  
 

Miraloma School Site Council (SSC) 
Meets Dec. 12 and Jan. 9 
The School Site Council (SSC) is the primary decision-
making body at our school. Elected faculty and 
parent/guardian representatives guide the school’s 
academic planning process to ensure that the needs 
of all students are addressed in the school’s 
Academic Plan. The next meeting is Monday, Dec. 12, 
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. in the library. The first meeting 
after the break is Monday, Jan. 9.  

Sesiones del Comité Directivo de la Escuela  
El SSC es el grupo principal que toma decisiones en la escuela. 
Los representantes de dicho comité son elegidos por los padres 
de familia, encargados, miembros de la comunidad y personal de 
la escuela, quienes guían el proceso del Plan Académico para 
asegurarse de que se le dé respuesta a las necesidades de todos 
los estudiantes. Lunes, 12 de diciembre, de las 6:30 a las 8:00 
PM en la biblioteca. Otra reunión es el lunes, de enero el 9. 
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Next PTA Meeting Is Tuesday, Jan. 3 

6:30 to 8 p.m. in the library (snacks and chat at 6:15).  
This is a prime opportunity to find out what is 
happening in the Miraloma community, hear about 
opportunities to help out, and meet and socialize with 
other parents.  
______________________________________________________________ 

Over $26,000 Raised So Far to Support 
Miraloma’s Programs—But More is Needed 
By Frannie Roche and Leslie Thorndike, PTA Fundraising Team 
Thanks to everyone who has contributed to the Miraloma For The 
Kids Campaign. The response has been great, and we have 
received over $26,000 in donations. 

Unfortunately though, due to funding gaps in Miraloma’s 
budget, we need to raise our goal to $31,000. We know that many 
of you intended to donate, but may not have gotten around to it. 
Now is the time to follow through on your good Now is the time to follow through on your good Now is the time to follow through on your good Now is the time to follow through on your good intentions!intentions!intentions!intentions!  

You can donate online via the donate button on our webpage, 
www.miralomasf.com—pass the word to family members and 
friends. A donation makes a wonderful holiday gift! Also, look in 
today's Wednesday envelope for a donation card.  

Thank you for doing your part to ensure that we can continue to 
support all of the wonderful programs for students at Miraloma. 
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Featured Staff Member 
Interview by Sue Schechter 

NameNameNameName: Alice Mosley    

Years at Miraloma: Years at Miraloma: Years at Miraloma: Years at Miraloma: Four. She 
started teaching music at 
Miraloma and with SFUSD in 
2001. 

What she does:What she does:What she does:What she does: Ms. Mosley gives 
recorder lessons to all third-
grade classes. Violin, flute and 
recorder lessons are offered as 
an option to students in fourth 
and fifth grade. Parents should 
feel free to walk by the school 
library and watch the lessons. 
Parents are welcome to leave 
questions or comments in her 
mailbox in the office. She visits 
Miraloma on Fridays. 

Interest in music at Miraloma is growing and she is delighted to 
have a wonderful group of first-year violinists.  

As to when children should start taking music lessons, Ms. Mosley 
believes your child will let you know what he/she wants to do. 
Starting an instrument earlier than five or six years of age is only 
advisable if the child is really enthusiastic about it. For younger 
children, wonderful foundations for instrumental learning can be 
developed by activities based on learning music through 
movement. 

What she enjoys about Miraloma:What she enjoys about Miraloma:What she enjoys about Miraloma:What she enjoys about Miraloma: She enjoys the ambiance of the 
school, its beautiful setting, the support of staff and faculty for 
music education and the wonderful and talented children. What 
she finds most rewarding is that the children are especially 
talented and motivated, and how they absorb things quickly and  
do a great job. 

A special memory from her school days:A special memory from her school days:A special memory from her school days:A special memory from her school days: When she was learning 
viola as a child and first played in an orchestra she got a terrific 
feeling of excitement making music with the other children. It was 
a kind of epiphany for her at the age of about eleven. 

Other interests:Other interests:Other interests:Other interests: She is interested in the architecture and history of 
San Francisco, and enjoys hill-walking in the Bay Area, swimming, 
and yoga. She also takes a keen interest in environmental issues. 

Featured Volunteer 
Interview by Rebecca 
Hilario 

NameNameNameName: Anna Payawal-
Scanlon    

Children at Miraloma: Children at Miraloma: Children at Miraloma: Children at Miraloma: 
Isabel Scanlon, first grade. 
Preschooler Zoe is lined 
up for next year. She 
repeatedly asks me, "Is 
today the first day of 
kindergarten?" 

Years as a Miraloma Years as a Miraloma Years as a Miraloma Years as a Miraloma 
Family: Family: Family: Family: Two 

Favorite thing about Favorite thing about Favorite thing about Favorite thing about 
Miraloma: Miraloma: Miraloma: Miraloma: I can happily tell 
you I'm having trouble picking just one. I'd say the spirit of 
cooperation here—parents working with teachers, teachers 
working with each other, parents working with other parents. It’s 
something I'm very grateful for, and exactly what I had hoped to 
find in a school. 

I've met an impressive number of parents who are so happily and 
generously invested here, and there is a positive energy from the 
teachers. That kind of shared commitment is wonderfully 
infectious, and so valuable for all the kids and families at 
Miraloma. I really feel like the school moves further forward every 
day.  

How you volunteer at Miraloma: How you volunteer at Miraloma: How you volunteer at Miraloma: How you volunteer at Miraloma: I enjoy the sense of community at 
schoolwide events, so I have volunteered for a few of those. It's 
nice to meet other families and to feel as if I'm helping the school 
in some way. Being in the classroom also interests me, so I'm 
helping regularly with centers again this year. There’s nothing like 
seeing children grow socially and academically as the school year 
progresses.  

On the days I'm at school for centers, I try to stay for recess, to 
help supervise in the yard. This year, I'm also a room parent, which 
adds another rewarding layer of familiarity with the school, and 
Isabel's classroom in particular. And I help with writing for the 
Gazette. 

Best part about volunteering: Best part about volunteering: Best part about volunteering: Best part about volunteering: In addition to providing your school 
with support, it can be personally rewarding. You get to know your 
child's teacher and classmates a little better, and you can deepen 
your connections with other Miraloma grown-ups. 

Impact volunteering has on your children: Impact volunteering has on your children: Impact volunteering has on your children: Impact volunteering has on your children: They've told me they like 
seeing me at their schools. Right now, I think it's that simple for 
them. Some day, I hope that evolves into the recognition that 
education is important, community matters, and group effort can 
lead to amazing things. 

Advice to parents about volAdvice to parents about volAdvice to parents about volAdvice to parents about volunteering: unteering: unteering: unteering: Volunteer for something you 
enjoy and it will never feel like a chore.  

Other interests: Other interests: Other interests: Other interests: Running is a mental necessity. I also love to knit, 
but when I'm not running, working, sleeping or eating, I seem to be 
volunteering at one of two schools! So the knitting projects have 
been few and far between. The pressure is on, though, because 
Isabel has asked for a pair of legwarmers. My goal is to knit them 
before she moves on to middle school. 
 

Principal’s Corner 
Greetings Parents, Guardians, Staff, and Students, 

The season is upon us already!  You have all been so giving to 
our school community – with your time, energy, expertise, 
commitment, money, donations, hard work, creativity, green 
thumbs, talents, teaching, “news ink,” fundraisers, meetings, 
field trips, potlucks, technology, learning, displays, grant writing, 
tutoring, read-alouds, room parenting—and the list goes on…. 

The “spirit of giving” truly occurs all year round at our school. 
These are such wonderful opportunities to share with your 
children, and I know the New Year will continue to unfold in 
many wonderful and exciting ways.  

Wishing you and your family magical moments that will be 
treasured forever, 

Marcia Parrott, Principal 

GATE Informational Session on Monday, Jan. 30 
By Christie Kitsuda, GATE Coordinator for Miraloma 

There will be a GATE (Gifted and Talented Education) 
informational and question-and-answer session on Monday, Jan. 
30, from 1 to 2 p.m., in room 103. 

Note: this is not the GATE parent workshop that is offered later in 
the spring, which will still be held then. 

If you have questions, contact Christie Kitsuda at 
christiej527@yahoo.com. 
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Poetry: The Students of Room 12 Celebrate 
Themselves 

Some poems from Mr. Lubic’s fourth-grade class. 

MeMeMeMe    

By Jessica Rothman 

My head is a blue ocean. 
My thoughts are snowy and very wet. 
My hair is gold stars. 
My silence is strong and  

exciting. 
My imagination is fluffy  

and very sad. 
My eyes are colored bells. 
My hands are tiny glasses. 
My legs are candy canes. 
My arms are wire with lace. 
My mouth is a rose. 
My stomach is a rain cloud. 

Drawing by Jessica Rothman, based 
on her poem. 

___________________________________ 

Faithful JoyFaithful JoyFaithful JoyFaithful Joy    

By Dorian Swisher-Smith 

I have lavender hands 
whoosh whoosh whoosh. 

I have foam feet that always squish when I walk 
squish squish squish. 

I have faithful joy that carries me to my destiny. 

I have faithful joy when I am peaceful and calm. 

I am faithful when the river talks to me in person 
with all his might. 
_____________________________________________________________ 

TTTThe Storm Owlhe Storm Owlhe Storm Owlhe Storm Owl    

By Martin Costa 

When the silver rabbit lands on the sunset, and 
the black moon explodes… 

The storm owl hoos 

When the lonely whale rushes an underwater lab, 
and the green sea explodes… 

The storm owl hoos 

When the volcanos erupt, the fog rolls over the 
country when the disasters start, when the earth 
explodes… 

The storm owl hoos 
_____________________________________________________________ 

A Gardening Thank-you Suzi Palladino wishes to thank 

Kristine Adona, mother of kindergartener Jocelyn Sumo, for her 
generous donation to Miraloma’s gardening program. 

My BodyMy BodyMy BodyMy Body    

By Jacob Bliss 

My head feels dizzy 

Like a blizzard of snow. 

My neck feels stormy like  

Rain falling with the fog. 

My hands feel like an eagle 

Dropping down to the ground fast. 

My stomach feels like a wind of volcanos. 

My legs feel shy like footballs 

Being thrown to France with Bart Simpson 
_________________________________________________________ 

Your PathYour PathYour PathYour Path    

By Natalie Kaliss 

Your path can lead you to nervousness. 

Your path can lead you to calmness. 

Your path can lead you to confusedness. 

Your path can lead you to angriness. 

Your path can lead you to creativeness. 

Your path can lead you to happiness. 

Your path can lead you to your destiny. 
_________________________________________________________ 

Fifth Graders Raise Money for UNICEF 
By Anne Crawford, Room Parent 

Only a few weeks before Halloween, fifth-grader and Miraloma 
student-body President Brianni Williams got an idea. She wanted 
Ms. Kirman’s fifth graders to “Trick or Treat for UNICEF,” a 
tradition dating back to 1946. Since then, UNICEF has advocated 
practical, low-cost solutions to the problems facing the world’s 
children. Children collecting change for UNICEF while they trick-or 
treat is a big part of the program’s success.  

 “My brother and I saw it in a magazine,” said Brianni. She was 
inspired by how even the smallest amount of money can make a 
big difference. This year a portion of the year’s proceeds will be 
dedicated to helping victims of Hurricane Katrina.  

Brianni approached me (one of the room parents) and asked if 
there was still time for our school to participate. There was! I 
ordered the boxes online, and just a couple days before 
Halloween, the trademarked cardboard “Trick or Treat for UNICEF” 
boxes arrived. 

Almost half the fifth graders participated, raising over $40 in 
coins. That’s enough to provide iodized salt—which prevents 
stunted physical and mental growth—for 800 children for a year, 
lifesaving antibiotics for 133 children suffering from pneumonia, 
or educational materials for 11 children for one year.  

The kids enjoyed helping others. “It was fun asking people, and 
fun to hear the coins tick into the box,” said Sumeet Shastri.  

Miraloma PTA Needs Auditor 
The Miraloma PTA is looking for a volunteer to audit our 2004-
2005 financials.  The goal is to be able to complete the 
audit within four to five weeks.  Previous audits have taken 
approximately 15-20 hours, but the hope is that this one will take 
less time, as some precedents have been established.   
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[PTA Auditor Needed[PTA Auditor Needed[PTA Auditor Needed[PTA Auditor Needed, cont’d], cont’d], cont’d], cont’d]       If you are a strong bookkeeper, 
accountant, or CPA, and can spend some time on this important 
activity, please contact PTA Treasurer Jay Vyas at 
jay_p_vyas@yahoo.com or 585-4327. 

Special thanks to Linda Kahrau-Rodriguez for doing the last two 
audits; now it's time to give her a break!  

Shopping Supports Programs at Miraloma 
By Frannie Roche and Leslie Thorndike, PTA Fundraising Team 

On Nov. 11 Sylvia and Randy Ciofalo-Guell hosted a trunk show for 
jewelry artist Lisa Hilla in their home. Many Miraloma parents 
were seen picking up some beautiful jewelry and accessories 
while munching on scrumptious treats prepared by the hosts. Lisa 
graciously contributed a portion of the proceeds, over $350, to 
support programs funded by the Miraloma PTA.  

Holiday Shopping Can Make Money for Miraloma 
The holidays are just around the corner. This season, remember 
that your shopping can benefit Miraloma. When you go through 
the online shopping portal www.eScrip.com, for instance, your 
gifts can give twice over, to your loved one and to your child’s 
school. Many retailers participate. See the list below for other 
shopping options that benefit Miraloma.  

eScrip. eScrip. eScrip. eScrip. Register your Safeway card and/or your 
credit cards online at www.escrip.com, then use 
them at participating stores. Miraloma receives 

1% to 3% of proceeds. Our number is #5109134.  

SchoolPop.com.SchoolPop.com.SchoolPop.com.SchoolPop.com. Shop online through this portal Web site, and 
Miraloma receives varying amounts from participating vendors. Go 
to www.schoolpop.com to sign up and then logon each and every 
time you shop online. 

TargetTargetTargetTarget will give 1% of your purchases to 
Miraloma when you use its Visa card. Go to 

www.target.com to find out more. 

Office Depot: Office Depot: Office Depot: Office Depot: With their “5% Back to Schools” program, your 
purchases contribute to Miraloma. Go to www.officedepot.com. 
Click on the link at the bottom of the page under “Specials.”  

Good Life GroceryGood Life GroceryGood Life GroceryGood Life Grocery (Bernal Heights or Potrero Hill). Buy scrip to use 
like cash at the store and 7.5% of your purchases go to Miraloma. 
The contact for GoodLife is Jane Austin at 334-2829 or 
jeaustin@sbcglobal.net. 

Rainbow GroceryRainbow GroceryRainbow GroceryRainbow Grocery also offers a scrip program that donates 10% of 
your purchases to Miraloma. To purchase scrip, contact Amy 
O’Hair at amy@ohair-sherman.com or 334-5154. 

Albertson’s. Albertson’s. Albertson’s. Albertson’s. Earns 2% for Miraloma. Go to 
www.albertsons.com/cp/  

Cole HardwareCole HardwareCole HardwareCole Hardware will give 10% of your purchase to Miraloma 
through their Partner Program. Simply mention the name of our 
school whenever you shop there. ColeHardware.com. 

Peet’s Coffee scripPeet’s Coffee scripPeet’s Coffee scripPeet’s Coffee scrip. A generous 10% to Miraloma when you 
purchase a Peet’s Coffee card and use it in their stores. Contact 
Caroline Cory at 334-0433 or ccory@sfcc-cpmc.net. If you are a 
Peet’s fan, you’ll want to be sure to have one with you always. 

New Discussion Listserv for Parents 

In addition to the announcement listserv there is a new open 
forum for online discussion about all things Miraloma. Subscribe 
by sending an email to Miralomatalk-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 
Then follow the instructions you receive. If you have questions, 
contact list moderator Libbi Rich, at 566-0535 or 
claymama@earthlink.net.    

Seen in the Garden 

Deonna Jones (left) and Markaela Akins (center) are surprised by 
a worm found during digging. Then they listen to Suzi Palladino, 
our gardening educator, on why worms are not to be screamed at, 
but are valuable citizens of the soil. 

Parents’ Corner   Lori Lack, pianist and mom of Alia and 

Zachary Sovereign, will be performing in a graduate viola recital in 
Knuth Hall at San Francisco State University this Saturday, Dec. 
10 at 2 p.m. She and violist Stephanie Ng will perform Ernest 
Bloch's Suite for Viola and Piano. The concert is free and street 
parking is good on the weekend. 
 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

Submissions. Submissions. Submissions. Submissions. The Gazette welcomes submissions from all 
members of the community. The next deadline is Thursday, Jan. 5, 
1 p.m. The next issue is Wednesday, Jan. 11. Submissions are 
subject to approval by the school administration. Contact Amy 
O’Hair, editor, at 334-5154 or amy@ohair-sherman.com. 

Photos by Amy O’Hair. Proofreading by Caroline Pincus.Photos by Amy O’Hair. Proofreading by Caroline Pincus.Photos by Amy O’Hair. Proofreading by Caroline Pincus.Photos by Amy O’Hair. Proofreading by Caroline Pincus. 

Wed. Dec. 7 Thur. Dec. 8 Fri. Dec. 9 Sat. Dec. 10 Wear your wacky hat on Dec. 16! 
 

    

Mon. Dec. 12 Tue. Dec. 13 Wed. Dec. 14 Thur. Dec. 15 Fri. Dec. 16 Sat. Dec. 17 

Site Council Meeting 
6:30pm 

School Tour 8:30am 
ELAC Meeting 5:30pm 

  School Spirit Day – HATS! 
Parent-Principal Chat 8:15am Rm 109 

 

W I N T E R  B R E A K  D E C .  1 9  T H R O U G H  J A N .  2  —  N O  S C H O O L  

Mon. Jan. 2 Tue. Jan. 3 Wed. Jan. 4 Thur. Jan. 5 Fri. Jan. 6 Sat Jan. 7 

NO SCHOOL PTA Meeting 
6:30-8pm 

 Gazette Deadline, 1pm  Gardening Date 
10am-noon 

Mon. Jan. 9 Tue. Jan. 10 Wed. Jan. 11 Thur. Jan. 12 Fri. Jan. 13 Sat Jan. 14 

Site Council Meeting 
6:30pm 

 Next Gazette Issue    


