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Friday, Jan. 27 
Is Staff Development Day  

No School  

Viernes 27 de enero—Día de capacitación 
para el personal 

1 27 ， —

教  

GATE Informational Session on Monday, Jan. 30 

There will be a GATE (Gifted and Talented Education) 
informational and question-and-answer session on 
Monday, Jan. 30, from 1 to 2 p.m., in room 103. 

If you have questions, contact Christie Kitsuda at 
christiej527@yahoo.com.  
_____________________________________________________________ 

English Learners Advisory Committee 
(ELAC) Meets Tuesday, Jan. 31  
This group advises the principal and the School Site 
Council on issues relating to the needs of English 
language students. The next meeting is Tuesday, Jan. 
31, from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m., in the Parent Room. 

Sesione del Comité Consejero para Estudiantes 
Aprendiendo Inglés (ELAC) 31 de enero 
Este grupo recomienda a la directora y a los miembros del 
comité directivo en la forma en que se deben de responder 
las necesidades de los estudiantes que están aprendiendo 
inglés, para que se especifique en el Plan Académico. 
Martes, 31 de enero, de las 5:30-6:30 p.m. en el salon de 
los padres. 

（ELAC） 校

校決 供 見， 決校 計

。 1 31 5 30

6 30 ， 家 ╱監 校 舉  – 
_____________________________________________________________ 

Chevy’s Night Is Thursday, Feb. 2, 5-9 p.m. 
Meet up with other Miraloma families at the 
Stonestown Chevy’s, enjoy a meal, and the restaurant 
will donate 20% of the proceedings to our school. 
Look for the flyer in the next Wednesday envelope. 
Bring the flyer to the restaurant with you. 
 

Please Complete Your Parent Surveys 
You should have received your Parent Survey from the 
School Site Council in last week’s Wednesday 
envelope. If you haven’t yet taken the survey, please 
do so today. Either fill out the paper and send it back 
in this week’s envelope—or take the survey online at 
this website: 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.asp?u=81121670716 

Take this opportunity to share your reflections on your 
child’s school. Surveys are due back this Friday, Jan. 
27. 
______________________________________________________________ 

Math Workshop Offered for Parents on 
Tuesday, Feb. 7, 6:30 p.m. 
Find out about what your child is expected to learn in 
math, and learn how you can help at home. 

Kay Kirman, fifth-grade teacher, will present a math 
workshop covering these subjects: 

•Math standards 

•Test preparation 

•Shopping for educational aids—“Buyer beware” 

•Math activities—and more. 

The workshop takes place on Tuesday, Feb. 7, 6:30 
p.m., during the monthly PTA meeting. 
______________________________________________________________ 

Turn in See’s Candy Orders by Tomorrow 
Please turn in your orders by Thursday, Jan. 26. Send 
them back in your child’s Wednesday envelope or 
drop by the office and put them into the PTA secure 
mailbox. 

Orders will be filled by the week before Valentine’s 
Day. If you have questions, contact Janet Razvaliaeff 
at 648-0697 or raz1094@sbcglobal.net. 
______________________________________________________________ 
Heads Up! The Read-a-thon Is Coming Soon 
By Lourdes Garcia, Read-a-thon Chair 
The Spring Read-a-thon will be starting next month; your support is 
crucial for the success of this program.  

The read-a-thon fosters positive reading habits, promotes literacy 
and financially supports our school’s poetry curriculum.  Our 
primary goal this year is to have every child participating in the 
program, whether they are able to solicit pledges or not. 

We all win by encouraging each child to read! 

Interested in volunteering? Please contact: Lourdes Garcia at 
lgarcia@gdesarch.com or (510) 883-1521, or Leslie Thorndike 
leslie@thorndiketravel.com or (415) 821-1094. 
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Featured Staff Member 
Interview by Amy O’Hair 

NameNameNameName: Natalie Mow 

Years at Miraloma: Years at Miraloma: Years at Miraloma: Years at Miraloma:  This is my 
first year. 

What she does:What she does:What she does:What she does: I teach first 
grade. I am a long-term 
substitute right now.  

First grade is fun—we do fun 
activities. They’re at the age 
when they’re reading—everything 
is starting to click. I’ve seen 
such a big change in their 
academics. I love to see the 
growth that happens at this age. 

Next week we’ll start a rain 
forest project. We’ll make a 
mural of the layers of the rain 
forest. One highlight of December was going to see the Cinderella 
play at the Palace of the Legion of Honor. They really enjoyed that, 
and got to join in with what was happening onstage. 

What she enjoys about Miraloma:What she enjoys about Miraloma:What she enjoys about Miraloma:What she enjoys about Miraloma: The staff have been very 
supportive of me. I like that we’re kind of secluded here—I feel 
safe. I really enjoy having parents to help in the classroom. Other 
schools I’ve worked at haven’t had as much parent involvement. 

 A special memory from her school days:A special memory from her school days:A special memory from her school days:A special memory from her school days: My eighth-grade teacher 
got me started in teaching. When I was in high school, she taught 
pre-K kids during the summer. At first I volunteered. Then I was a 
teacher’s assistant and got paid. I liked it—I knew I wanted to work 
at the primary level. 

Other interests:Other interests:Other interests:Other interests: I love to cook and bake. I don’t get enough time to 
do that! I’ve been reading a lot 
lately. 

Featured Volunteer 
Interview by Leslie Kirk 
Campbell 

Name:Name:Name:Name: Binkee Regis 

Children at Miraloma:Children at Miraloma:Children at Miraloma:Children at Miraloma: Brent, fifth 
grade; Beatriz, fourth grade; 
Brian, second grade. 

Years as a Miraloma Family:Years as a Miraloma Family:Years as a Miraloma Family:Years as a Miraloma Family: 
Three 

Favorite thing about Miraloma:Favorite thing about Miraloma:Favorite thing about Miraloma:Favorite thing about Miraloma: 
Everything! I especially like the 
parents and the kids. The 
parents are all so friendly. The 
principal and teachers are all 
great. We love being part of this 
community. 

How you volunteer at Miraloma:How you volunteer at Miraloma:How you volunteer at Miraloma:How you volunteer at Miraloma: My family moved to San Francisco 
from the Philippines three years ago. When my children came to 
Miraloma, I started thinking about how I could contribute. When I 
saw a group of parents working on the Wednesday envelope every 
Wednesday morning in the Parent Room, I thought that maybe I 
could help out. Collating the Wednesday envelope seemed like a 
little thing but I felt it had a big impact. I’ve done it just about 
every week for two years. Once in a while I go on a field trip, but it 
is difficult to divide my time between three classrooms! Last year, 
I helped Ms. Vezinaw prepare work sheets. 

Best part about volunteering:Best part about volunteering:Best part about volunteering:Best part about volunteering: The best part for me has been to 
meet new parents and make new friends. It’s fun, too, because I 
get a chance to meet many different kinds of people. 

Impact volunteering has on your children:Impact volunteering has on your children:Impact volunteering has on your children:Impact volunteering has on your children: They are happy that I 
help out. On Wednesdays, they always say, “It’s Wednesday. Are 
you going to help out on the Wednesday envelopes?” But they 
also want me to volunteer in their classrooms. When one of my 
children hears that I went on a field trip of another one, he says, 
“What about me?” They get jealous. It’s too much with three kids! 

Advice to parents about volunteering:Advice to parents about volunteering:Advice to parents about volunteering:Advice to parents about volunteering: Don’t hesitate to offer your 
help even if it’s a little thing. You will contribute to the school and 
meet other parents. Helping, even in small ways, always feels 
good. 

Other interestsOther interestsOther interestsOther interests: I love to cross-stitch scenes and give them away 
to my family. Recently, I completed a piece with Victorian homes 
and a Mother and Child scene. I am now cross-stitching a unicorn. 
When I finish my chores, I like to do karaoke with the whole family. 
We love singing together! 

Featured Volunteer  
Interview by Rebecca Hilario 

Name:Name:Name:Name: Anne Collins 

Children at Miraloma:Children at Miraloma:Children at Miraloma:Children at Miraloma: Two. 
Jessica is in third grade with 
Ms. Campbell and Sarah is 
in first grade with Ms. Mow. 
[Jessica’s student-of-the-
week picture is on the wall 
behind Anne in the photo.] 

Years as a Miraloma Family:Years as a Miraloma Family:Years as a Miraloma Family:Years as a Miraloma Family: 
Four years. 

Favorite thing about Favorite thing about Favorite thing about Favorite thing about 
Miraloma:Miraloma:Miraloma:Miraloma: My favorite thing 
about Miraloma is the 
friendships that have grown 
over the years. I love it that 
many of our friends from 
Miraloma Nursery School are with us at Miraloma Elementary. 
Sarah has known many of her best friends for her entire life. 
Jessica still has a good friend at school who was her best friend 
from nursery school. My other favorite thing about Miraloma is Ms. 
Parrott because she is so friendly and supportive. 

How she volunteers:How she volunteers:How she volunteers:How she volunteers: This year I have gone back to work full time, 
so I have not been at school as much. Last year I enjoyed doing 
Art Centers in Sarah’s kindergarten class and doing weekly 
tutoring for a girl in Jessica’s second-grade class. In previous 
years I was on the School Site Council.  

For the past four years I was able to help co-ordinate the 
International Potluck Dinner. It is a lot of fun to plan out some of 
the food and drinks and to set up the tables. This is a great event 
each year and I have been happy to do some shopping for it. 

The best part about volunteering:The best part about volunteering:The best part about volunteering:The best part about volunteering: The best part about volunteering 
is seeing the outcome, whether it is a great dinner event or seeing 
the happy faces of the students that you are helping.  

Advice to newAdvice to newAdvice to newAdvice to new volunteers volunteers volunteers volunteers: If you are a parent who has some time 
to donate to the school, you can start by helping in your child’s 
classroom and then maybe pick a PTA event to get involved in. 
Your help will be really appreciated. 

Are you interested in volunteering, but don’t know where to 
start? Contact Katie Handelman, volunteer coordinator, at 
920-9593 or poppy3@jps.net 

Note from Editor 
The Gazette regrets not being able to feature every one of the 
large number of volunteers who make this school such a special 
place. However, having extra space has allowed us to include two 
volunteers in this issue. 
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Haikus from Room 101 
Mrs. Jabbar’s third-graders wrote haikus this month. 
________________________________________    

Frozen DreamFrozen DreamFrozen DreamFrozen Dream 

By Julian Long 

Wish it could be free 
Falls for ever and ever shouts fire 
Freezes time for ever 
________________________________________    

MathMathMathMath    

By Giovanni Raff 

In school we add and 
Subtract, divide, multiply 
On January third 
________________________________________ 

Jump into the BathtubJump into the BathtubJump into the BathtubJump into the Bathtub 

By Evan Rawson 

Jumping in a tub 
At sparkly midnight 
Broken wet bathtub 
________________________________________ 

A Wave of a WandA Wave of a WandA Wave of a WandA Wave of a Wand    

By Margaret Crawford 

A wave of a wand 
Mr. Ollivander’s shop 
I feel the magic 
________________________________________ 

My Second Time SwimminMy Second Time SwimminMy Second Time SwimminMy Second Time Swimmingggg    

By Jimmy Zhou 

Happened in Oakland 
I fell in a big pool 
Happened long time ago 
________________________________________ 

Cows Give You White MilkCows Give You White MilkCows Give You White MilkCows Give You White Milk    

By Lavonte Harrison 

Cows give you white milk 
To drink at school when all boys 
And girls see each other 
________________________________________ 

LavenderLavenderLavenderLavender    

By Kayla McCord 

In the garden gate 
The smell of lavender shines 
I close my deep eyes 
________________________________________ 

 

 

Dimensions in Action: Pillows 
By Kay Kirman, Fifth-grade Teacher 

What do bits of fabric, bags of stuffing, needles, and thread, and 
geometry have to do with each other?  Using these craft materials 
can help children more fully understand the differences between 
the first, second, and third dimensions.  

In December the fifth graders in room 10 stitched their way to a 
greater understanding of math terms and concepts, including 
some basic geometry. 

As we stitched around the edges of our fabric pieces, we 
encountered the idea of perimeterperimeterperimeterperimeter--the boundary or outer edge of 
a shape. This is one dimension—length. 

The fabric pieces have areaareaareaarea—what lies inside the boundary. This is 
two dimensions—both length and width. We stitched ten-inch 
squares together into a cube. 

When we stuffed our shapes, we came upon volumevolumevolumevolume—the amount 
of stuffing it took to fill a pillow. This is three dimensions—length, 
width, and height. 

Seemingly art-based activities like sewing not only help children 
see practical math applications, they reach students who learn in 
more tactile ways. 

Two Training Sessions Offered for Yard Volunteers 
Learn how to lead games—make the recess time more 
constructive and fun for kids. Coach Andrea will lead two parent 
volunteer trainings: 

•Thursday, Jan. 26—Focusing on K-2nd playground games 

•Thursday, Feb. 2—Focusing on 3rd-5th playground games 

Both trainings will be similar, just modified. Meet on the 
playground at 7:50 a.m., after morning circle. Please help spread 
the word! 

Girls Basketball Team—Upcoming Games  
All games are held at Hillcrest Elementary on Silver Ave.  

Coach Andrea says: “Please come see us play!” 

•Wednesday, Jan. 18, 6 p.m. 

•Tuesday, Jan. 31, 5 p.m. 

•Tuesday, Feb. 7, 6 p.m. 

Principal Marcia Parrott (rear center) attended a recent girls’ 
basketball game. Sports4Kids coach Andrea Naugle (rear left) 
leads fourth- and fifth-grade team members. From left to right: 
Waynisha Lewis, Jhullie Ferreira dos Santos, Rachel Edwards, 
Karisa Coleman, Deonna Jones, Beatriz Regiz (partially obscured), 
Kendra Johnson, Karry Jane Farebrother, Josephine Olmos, Leah 
Fisse, and Noam Baruch. Not pictured: Emma Petrelli. 



Miraloma Gazette / Jan. 25, 2006 4

Art Cart News 
By Kristin Silverman, Art Cart Chair 

The art cart held a meeting after school in the parent room on Jan. 
9. The future of the art carts was discussed and sample projects 
and plans were created for the watercolor cart, the first cart of the 
new year. The cart will be stocked with beautiful watercolor paints 
and quality paper. Last year this cart was one of the most popular 
projects. 

The revised instructions and lesson plans for teachers and 
volunteers now indicate how the projects promote important 
learning for students, such as shape recognition, composition, 
color choice, and personal expression. 

The art cart enhances the visual arts at Miraloma and takes 
advantage of the multitude of talents in our community. 
Volunteers directly enrich the education of our children with their 
contributions of time, talent, and materials.  

Volunteers are needed in the classroom.Volunteers are needed in the classroom.Volunteers are needed in the classroom.Volunteers are needed in the classroom. Please talk directly with 
your child’s teacher or room parent about helping your child’s 
class.  

Talent Show Planned for March—for Grown-ups! 
By Lori Lack, PTA President 

We are thrilled to have a broad range of talented performers 
among the adults—parents, grandparents, and teachers—in the 
Miraloma community.  Sunday, Mar. 12, at 2 pm has been chosen 
as the date to have a Talent Show featuring any adults who would 
like to share their talents with the rest of the community. It will be 
held in the school auditorium.  We have chosen an afternoon time 
so that children can enjoy the event, too. Childcare will not be 
provided—but do bring your kids! 

We already have planned an a capella quintet, a rock band, a 
bluegrass band, a flute and piano duo, a piano solo, and light 
opera.  

Your talents are welcome. Poets, comics, musicians—I encourage 
you to consider jumping in and having fun onstage! Please let me 
know if you are interested: Lori Lack at LoriLack@pacbell.net or 
333-5995. 

Join the Miraloma Email Listserve  
The listserve is a venue for school-related and community 
announcements. Subscribing is easy to do. Send a blank email to: 
miralomaschoolmiralomaschoolmiralomaschoolmiralomaschool----subscribe@yahoogroups.com subscribe@yahoogroups.com subscribe@yahoogroups.com subscribe@yahoogroups.com and simply follow 
the instructions you receive in the email reply. Or visit the website 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/miralomaschool/http://groups.yahoo.com/group/miralomaschool/http://groups.yahoo.com/group/miralomaschool/http://groups.yahoo.com/group/miralomaschool/    
and follow the instructions for becoming a member of our yahoo 
group.   

Once you are signed up, you will be able to post and receive 
announcements, and access old postings to the listserve, as well 
as upload and download photos and files relevant to the Miraloma 
community. Questions? Contact Andrew Keeler at 
ak@keelerkom.com, listserve moderator.  

Important eScrip News 
By Frannie Roche and Leslie Thorndike, PTA Fundraising Team 

If you participate in eScrip, you must renew your Safeway card 
annually. To renew, visit www.escrip.com and click on “Yes! 
Renew.” Please don’t delay—we don’t want to miss out on this “no 
sweat” opportunity to help Miraloma. During the first nine months 
of 2005, Safeway has contributed $1356 through the eScrip 
system. Tower Market (now Mollie Stones) comes in next, with 
almost $400 in contributions. Total eScrip contributions are over 
$2,200. 

It’s never too late to sign up! GoGoGoGo to www.escrip.com to join today  to www.escrip.com to join today  to www.escrip.com to join today  to www.escrip.com to join today 
and designate Miraloma Elementary and designate Miraloma Elementary and designate Miraloma Elementary and designate Miraloma Elementary (group 5109134) as your 
recipient. You can also call 1-800-801-4973 to join or renew.  

Currently, Miraloma has 135 members. If we had 200 members, 
then Miraloma could be benefiting to the tune of $4500 annually. 
Don’t forget to ask friends and family to join too. Let’s get to 200! 

Find a Complete Scrip List on Our Website 
Scrip is a nearly effortless way to raise money for the school, in 
support of our academic programs. Many different companies and 
stores participate.  

Visit the Miraloma website (www.miralomasf.comwww.miralomasf.comwww.miralomasf.comwww.miralomasf.com) and click 
"Fundraising." There you'll find a comprehensive list of scrip 
programs that benefit Miraloma.  

Community Discussion Listserve 
In addition to the announcement listserve (see above), there is a 
new open forum for online discussion about all things Miraloma. 
Subscribe by sending an email to  

Miralomatalk-subscribe@yahoogroups.com  

Then follow the instructions you receive. If you have questions, 
contact list moderator Libbi Rich, at 566-0535 or 
claymama@earthlink.net. 

Volunteers Needed to Help With Principal Chat  
If you’d like to help with organizing the snacks and coffee for the 

parent-principal chat in April or May, please contact volunteer 

coordinator Katie Handelman at Poppy3@jps.net or 920-9593. 
    
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

Submissions. Submissions. Submissions. Submissions. The Gazette welcomes submissions from all 
members of the community. The next deadline is Thursday, Feb. 
2, 1 p.m. The next issue is Wednesday, Feb. 8. Submissions are 
subject to approval by the school administration.  

Contact Amy O’Hair, editor, at amy@ohair-sherman.com. or 334-
5154. 

Photos by Amy O’Hair and Wandaline Perelli. Photos by Amy O’Hair and Wandaline Perelli. Photos by Amy O’Hair and Wandaline Perelli. Photos by Amy O’Hair and Wandaline Perelli.     

Proofreading by Caroline Pincus. Proofreading by Caroline Pincus. Proofreading by Caroline Pincus. Proofreading by Caroline Pincus.     

 

Wed. Jan. 25 Thur. Jan. 26 Fri. Jan. 27 Sat. Jan. 28  
  

ALL SEE’S CANDY 
ORDERS NOW DUE 

Staff Development Day 
NO SCHOOL 

(Inservice day with Dr. Wu) 

 

Mon. Jan. 30 Tue. Jan. 31 Wed. Feb. 1 Thur. Feb. 2 Fri. Feb. 3 Sat Feb. 4 

GATE Info Meeting 
1-2pm 

ELAC Meeting 
5:30pm 

 Gazette Deadline, 1pm 

Chevy’s Night 5-9pm 

 Gardening Date 
10am-noon 

Mon. Feb. 6 Tue. Feb. 7 Wed. Feb. 8 Thur. Feb. 9 Fri. Feb. 10 Sat Feb. 11 

 PTA Meeting 
6:30-8pm 

    


