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Parent-Principal Chat, Friday, Feb. 24 
Join us on Friday, Feb. 24, in room 109 (MEEP), from 
8:15 to 9:00 a.m. Hear from Ms. Parrott, meet other 
parents, and have your questions answered. 
Refreshments served. Younger kids are welcome.  

_____________________________________________________________ 

ELAC Meets Tuesday, Feb. 28  
5:30 to 6:30 p.m., in the Parent Room. 

Sesione del Comité Consejero para Estudiantes 
Aprendiendo Inglés (ELAC) 28 de febrero 
 5:30-6:30 p.m. en el salon de los padres. 

((((ELACELACELACELAC)))) 2 28 5 30

6 30 ， 家 ╱監 校 舉  

_____________________________________________________________ 

Casual Student Photo Day, Friday, Mar. 3 
These photos feature varying backgrounds. Casual 
dress encouraged. 

_____________________________________________________________ 

School Clean-up Day, Saturday, Mar. 4 
Join Miraloma Families for this biannual event. Not to 
be missed. Fun and elbow grease. Details on page 4. 

_____________________________________________________________ 

2006 Read-a-thon is off to a great start! 
By Lourdes Garcia  
The 2006 read-a-thon is in full swing. All the children are 
very excited about the program. From Feb. 15 through 26, 
they’ll be counting the minutes they spend reading (or, for 
the pre-readers, being read to) and also collecting pledges 
to benefit our school’s poetry program.  

Let’s encourage all the kids to read, read, read. read, read, read. read, read, read. read, read, read. This is a 
great opportunity to celebrate and reward your child's good 
reading efforts, and it can be gratifying for your child to 
raise money for the school. Remember: pledges can be per 
minute or for a maximum dollar amount. Below is a 
summary of relevant dates. 

▪ Feb. 15-26: Kids read and solicit pledges for their 
reading from friends, family and neighbors.  

▪ Feb. 27-Mar. 1: Kids collect pledged money. 

▪ Mar. 2: Forms and money due back in Wed. envelopes. 
(Extra forms in the library.) 

▪ Mar. 8: Winning classrooms announced! 

Watch the Reading Rainbow grow out of the library and 
reach our pot of gold: our Poet Sally Doyle!  

 

Featured Staff Member: Marcia Parrott 
Interview by Amy O’Hair 

The Gazette is pleased to feature an extended interview with our 
principal, Marcia Parrott, who is retiring at the end of this school 
year. This is the second of three installments. Look for the third 
and final installment in the Mar. 8 issue. 

How did you start in education?How did you start in education?How did you start in education?How did you start in education?    

In grammar school! I really enjoyed school. I was a product of the 
public school systems—I went to Guadalupe Elementary School, 
which is still alive and well, and Burbank Middle School, which 
they just closed, then Balboa 
High School, City College, and 
SF State College [now SFSU].  

I trained as a teacher. It was 
rock and roll with the 
economy at that time, so I 
substituted, then took several 
long-term sub positions. 
Eventually I ended up at 
Lawton Elementary as a fifth-
grade teacher. I like the fifth 
grade—the kids are really 
active and engaged, so I 
taught fifth grade at Lawton 
for seven years.  

I went to George Moscone for a year. Vietnamese immigrants were 
coming in from the countryside in Vietnam. There was a real 
culture gap; they bartered for food, and they never used a clock. It 
was a real educational experience, to see how these kids 
acclimated. Then the lay-offs started in 1979 or 1980. I was one 
of the 1,200 who were laid off.  

It was summer, and the only place I could go at that point was a 
children’s center. They’re run by the school district, for pre-K 
through fifth grade kids, with preschool programs and before- and 
afterschool programs. I applied and got a position in one. 

It was a real eye-opener. That’s what really got me into early-
childhood education. I went in there with my lesson plan—all very 
professional. I don’t have any children of my own, and so I was 
confronted with these three-year-olds, and they wouldn’t listen to 
what I had to say! I had this project we were going to do—and it 
didn’t work! That became my learning experience. I had to let go 
of that approach, and really find out what learning was all about 
with these kids. They taught me so much. 

I went back to school for my masters in early-childhood education. 
I transferred to staff development, then I headed the staff 
development office for the Child Development department. I also 
worked at the district’s Elementary Office.  

That was when the kindergarten program was changing from half-
day to full-day, to lower the cost of bussing. And because of 
decreasing student enrollment, we didn’t need to have back-to-
back kindergarten programs, with one group of 32 in the morning, 
and another group of 32 in the afternoon. Now it was stretched to 
the whole day. The teachers were very concerned: What am I 
going to do with these kids? They’re tired by the afternoon, and 
I’ve already taught them everything, and they need to go home 
and play.  

We looked at what a quality program would be for kindergarten for 
the whole day. I also got involved in share-space issues, such as 
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[Featured Staff Member: Marcia Pa[Featured Staff Member: Marcia Pa[Featured Staff Member: Marcia Pa[Featured Staff Member: Marcia Parrott, cont’d]     rrott, cont’d]     rrott, cont’d]     rrott, cont’d]     where a child-
development program comes in and uses a classroom 
afterschool. I would spend the day onsite, trying to figure out how 
to make that work for both groups. It gave me a whole different 
perspective on what it’s all about for children and learning.  

When I came into Miraloma, I brought those experiences. I’d 
always worked in a collaborative way: let’s see what’s really 
happening—how are the kids using the room, the materials, the 
space, and find ways to make it better. That’s the perspective I 
come from.    

Were you a principal before you came to Miraloma?Were you a principal before you came to Miraloma?Were you a principal before you came to Miraloma?Were you a principal before you came to Miraloma?    

I had had some experience with being a “principal” at Dr. Charles 
Drew K–3 School. I was a resource teacher there for about five 
years. During that time, the principal had a baby and asked me if 
I’d fill in as principal for a few months.  

I could see it took a lot of work. I started in the morning before 
everybody. The paperwork was unbelievable. At the end of the 
day, I walked out with the night custodian. Being principal takes a 
lot out of you!  

I saw I could do the job, but I realized I didn’t really want to! I 
wanted to do other things, like being a resource person, working 
in staff development—working with people. But many people who 
go down to elementary operations wind up becoming a principal.  

So when it happened that an assistant-principal job at Claire 
Lilienthal Elementary was offered to me, I wasn’t interested. When 
I heard that the Board had approved me for the position, I 
thought, Hm, that’s interesting. Okay, maybe it’s time for me to do 
this. That’s how things happen in the district. That’s politics. 

I was an assistant principal for one year at Lilienthal. They had two 
sites, the K-2 Madison campus and the 3-8 campus on 
Divisadero. The year I was there the Madison campus was literally 
being rebuilt. I’d be there a couple days a week, and the rest of 
the time I was over at the Marina school. The principal and I 
rotated being at each site two to three times a week—which was 
challenging.  

When this position opened at Miraloma, it made more sense to 
me, and I felt I was ready to become a principal.  

Frankly I was ready to move on and have a school of my own. And 
I don’t regret it at all—I’m just shocked that it happened! On a day-
to-day level, you just don’t take that time to reflect—until you take 
people on tours, and then you feel so proud, and think, “Wow!”    

What would be your advice to the incoming principal next year?What would be your advice to the incoming principal next year?What would be your advice to the incoming principal next year?What would be your advice to the incoming principal next year? 

The best advice, which was given to me and I’ve tried to give it to 
others, is: Don’t change anything major the first year.  

You might change some of the office procedures, to be more 
efficient. And you’ll want to hear from teachers about what they 
think will improve the program and make those changes together. 
But basically, just walk through that first year. Ask questions. Get 
a feel for how things work and who’s doing what; for how the 
programs are working and what the different groups are doing. 
You really need that experience of all of it to speak with credibility 
about why you’d see the need for change. Then work together with 
staff and parents. We have a real team spirit here about focusing 
our decisions on what’s best for kids. 

When I first came here I was told the teachers had really strong 
feelings, that they were very concerned about the program and 
thought it needed to be better. So the first thing I did at the staff 
meeting was get these big pieces of butcher paper and list 
different parts of the program, like teaching and learning, health 
and safety, parent involvement, and so on. For each area I wrote 
“What’s working,” “What’s not,” and “Suggestions to improve.” 
Instead of going into a meeting and hearing this onslaught of 
feelings, I provided this structure in which to field the comments 
and have a discussion. It wasn’t aimed at me, and they could 
express their concerns. We rotated the sheets around, discussed 

the different areas. I posted them and they were up for a long 
time.  

The things I could do something about, I took care of right away. 
When it came time to get something done at the district level, I 
used those connections. People in the district called to 
congratulate me on my new position and ask if there was anything 
they could do for me, and I took some of them up on their offers. 
Suddenly things were happening at the school that hadn’t 
happened in years, and so the teachers thought they’d picked a 
good one! It built up trust to see things getting done.  

I also just observed what was happening in the classroom, 
provided support, and listened to the teachers’ concerns. I knew 
what direction I wanted to go in, and I started to work with people 
who were similar in their student-centered teaching styles, and 
built up those relationships. It took awhile. They always say it 
takes three to five years.  

It’s really important for the new principal coming onboard to 
establish his or her own way of being. It will be different. I’m very 
optimistic about who we’ll be getting here, because we have 
support networks in place, and the selection process in place, and 
enough eyes watching what’s happening. It’ll be a good process, 
and all will go well. 

Coming up in the Mar. 8 issue: What does Ms. Parrott envision for Coming up in the Mar. 8 issue: What does Ms. Parrott envision for Coming up in the Mar. 8 issue: What does Ms. Parrott envision for Coming up in the Mar. 8 issue: What does Ms. Parrott envision for 
Miraloma? Is there life after being a principal? And how does she Miraloma? Is there life after being a principal? And how does she Miraloma? Is there life after being a principal? And how does she Miraloma? Is there life after being a principal? And how does she 
really feel about those cream pies?really feel about those cream pies?really feel about those cream pies?really feel about those cream pies?    

Featured Volunteer 
Interview by Rebecca Hilario 

NameNameNameName: John Sovereign 
Children at Miraloma: Children at Miraloma: Children at Miraloma: Children at Miraloma: Zachary, 
in Ms. Vezinaw's second-grade 
class and Alia, in Becca's 
kindergarten class.    

Years at Miraloma: Years at Miraloma: Years at Miraloma: Years at Miraloma: Three years    

Favorite thing about Miraloma: Favorite thing about Miraloma: Favorite thing about Miraloma: Favorite thing about Miraloma: 
The community spirit. We really 
feel like Miraloma is an 
extended family. It's great to see 
the teachers, staff and parents 
working together to create this 
environment where our children 
thrive.    

How you volunteer at Miraloma: How you volunteer at Miraloma: How you volunteer at Miraloma: How you volunteer at Miraloma: I left my corporate technology job 
in the fall and have really enjoyed spending time "on campus" and 
have come to appreciate Miraloma even more. I've been working 
with Brian Garcia and other members of the PTA technology 
committee on the schools' computers. A combination of TLC, 
software and hardware upgrades have made the computers more 
stable. With these improvements, I think the faculty and staff are 
more confident using these tools to support the curriculum. 

By the way, if you have an old iMac that you're planning to replace, 
please donate it to the school—we can still use additional 
machines for the classrooms. If you have any questions, send 
email to MiraMacs@yahoogroups.com. 

I also enjoy assisting with Centers in my kids' classrooms; making 
fruit smoothies in K2 was delicious. It's great getting to know 
some of their classmates as well. I'm working again, but I under-
stand better the importance of being involved and treasure it.    

What impact volunteering has on your children: What impact volunteering has on your children: What impact volunteering has on your children: What impact volunteering has on your children: Pokemon and 
Princesses seem to have the most impact on my children, but they 
like using the computers. It's easier to communicate with them 
about school now that I know more about what they Plan, Do and 
Review during the day.     

Any advice to new volunteers: Any advice to new volunteers: Any advice to new volunteers: Any advice to new volunteers: Just do it! And don't be afraid to ask 
questions.    
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Other interests: Other interests: Other interests: Other interests: I recently started studying karate at the school my 
son attends, One Martial Arts. It's another extension of the 
Miraloma family. And I can't wait to get my hands on an Intel-
based Mac laptop. 

Are you interested in volunteering, but don’t know where to 
start? Contact Katie Handelman, volunteer coordinator, at 
920-9593 or poppy3@jps.net 

The Hearts and Minds of Room 18 
Here is some work from 
Mr. Greathouse’s third- 
to fifth-grade students. 

”To Teacher” 
watercolor by Riley 
Halperin (left) 

Plant drawing by 
Jorge Velasquez 
(below) 

_________________________________ 

Dear Mr. Greathouse, 

You are a good teacher. What I 
like about this classroom is the 
reading group and the work you 
give us. I don’t know what I don’t 
like about this classroom but I know you are a terrific 
teacher, and Mrs. Orosco is also a good teacher. 
Everyone is so funny and they are nice to me. 

--Josephine Olmos 

_________________________________________ 

Dear Mr. G., 

I like the classroom in room 18. Room 18 is a hard 
working class. We even get breaks and snacks after 
we are finished with our work. We play quiet games or 
play on the computer or listen to the radio. The work 
maybe it is fun at the same time man…. 

From: a student 

_________________________________________ 

Fascinating Rhythms 
Editors note: This is the second article in a series by Jeff Kaliss on 
the San Francisco Arts Education program at Miraloma. 

By Jeff Kaliss 

In middle age, Zeke Nealy is doing some of the same stuff that 
brought him fun as an elementary school student in Panama City, 
Florida. But in Miraloma’s auditorium, he has a lot more room to 
do it. 

“Our house was just too small, and there were too many of us to 
have that kind of percussive activity going on,” Zeke. His family 

lived within earshot of to what African-Americans of modest 
means called a “jook joint,” where young Zeke absorbed the 
rhythms of jazz and blues and then tried to duplicate them on 
instruments fashioned from “cans, bottles, horseshoes, and 
railroad spikes, you name it.”  

The siblings eventually formed a rock and doo-wop quartet led by 
their dad, and Zeke graduated from found objects to a trap drum 
set in high school and then a Top-40 band touring through 
northwestern Florida. After civil rights activity and imprisonment 
for conscientious objection to being drafted, Zeke relocated to the 
Bay Area and began making instruments again and hanging with 
Berkeley drum circles.  

Ten years ago, Zeke hooked up with the SF Arts Education Project. 
The schools’ modest budgets for music invoked memories of his 
Florida upbringing, “so I focused on teaching kids how to make 
instruments out of recycled material, and then teaching them 
basic rhythm patterns and getting them to understand how those 
patterns affect our daily lives,” Zeke explains.  

He’s seen the arts program expand during his three years at 
Miraloma, bolstered by Marcia Parrott’s allowing him to use the 
School’s stash of percussion instruments acquired some years 

ago in connection with Orff-Schulwerk, a 
hands-on educational program developed 
by the gifted mid-twentieth century 
German composer Carl Orff. Zeke, who 
secured an Orff credential from Mills 
College, guides Miraloma kindergartners 
and first and second graders through 
ensemble playing of xylophones, 
metallaphones, drums, and other 
percussion.  

“It’s good to have a program that’s in-
depth rather than finite, because you get a 
chance to build on the kids’ educational 
development,” Zeke testifies about Arts 
Ed’s multi-year scope. As for his little 
percussionists, “they’re really grateful I’m 
here. I can’t come to the school grounds 
without getting mobbed.”  

Below: Zeke Nealy during a recent session with Ms Mow’s first 
graders. 

Results of See’s Candy Fundraising 
By Janet Razvaliaeff  
Thanks so much for everyone's participation in the See's Candy 
Fund Drive. Due to your hard work, we raised almost $700 to go 
towards Art Cart supplies. Congratulations to Sam Garcia in Ms. 
Huang's class for being our top seller this year! 
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How You Can Help with Spring Festival 
By Kath Wydler, Spring Festival Chair 

Miraloma’s colossal Spring Festival will be held on Saturday, May 
6 and will feature lots and lots of games, activities, and prizes for 
the kids, live performances by two bands (The Jakes and 
Playdate), a raffle, a silent auction, tons of delicious food, and 
much more. It’s a fantastic day when our whole community 
celebrates and works together. 

We need your help to make it fun for all! Many of you have already 
volunteered, but if you are still looking for a way to participate, 
check out the following opportunities: 

Games: Games: Games: Games: We need lots of    folks to run all of our game booths—the 
more volunteers we have, the shorter the shifts, and the more 
time volunteers can spend with their families. Please contact 
Stacy Moore, 824-6189.  

Games Prizes:Games Prizes:Games Prizes:Games Prizes: Every child wins a prize when they play a game, so 
we need lightly-used, party-favor–style prizes. Round up those 
Happy Meal trinkets and donate them in the box marked "used 
toys for spring games" in the Parent Room. Also, we need bags of 
lollipops for one of the games. They can also be placed in the 
games box in the Parent Room. Contact Stacy Moore, 824-6189. 

Treasure Chest Prizes: Treasure Chest Prizes: Treasure Chest Prizes: Treasure Chest Prizes: New this year, the Treasure Chest game 
will replace the children’s raffle. (This year’s raffle will be for 
adults.) Every child who plays will win a new toy or game! Tickets 
will be $1 each, limit one per child. We need your donation of new new new new 
toys toys toys toys (appropriate for either either either either girls or boys) and new gamesnew gamesnew gamesnew games valued 
between $2 and $10. Place them in the box marked “Treasure 
Chest Donations” in the supply closet of the main office. Donation 
forms for your tax records are in the box. Contact Catherine 
Shafer, 824-5878. 

Solicitation of Raffle and Auction Goods and ServicesSolicitation of Raffle and Auction Goods and ServicesSolicitation of Raffle and Auction Goods and ServicesSolicitation of Raffle and Auction Goods and Services: It’s easier 
than you think to ask friends, family, and businesses you frequent 
to donate something to the auction. All donations are tax-
deductible, and all proceeds go to the school. Handcrafted items 
and gift certificates for travel, hotels and restaurants are a few 
ideas. Form letters for donors are available online and in the 
Parent Room, or call Gina Cicciarelli, 626-1823. 

Silent Auction: Silent Auction: Silent Auction: Silent Auction: This year’s auction will    showcase many    great 
bargains for adults and will be held in the gym. Please arrange to 
drop off your donation directly to Caroline Cory, 334-0433. 

Watch future Wednesday envelopes for updates, and check the 
bulletin board outside the Parent Room for more information. We We We We 
can’t do it without you!can’t do it without you!can’t do it without you!can’t do it without you!    
Miraloma Spring Cleaning Is Here!  
Please join us for school clean-up day on Saturday Mar. 4Saturday Mar. 4Saturday Mar. 4Saturday Mar. 4, from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Breakfast snacks, coffee and child-care provided. 
Volunteers are needed to wipe down and sweep classrooms, tidy 
bathrooms, trim shrubs, and help with other teacher requests. We 
also need volunteers to help with childcare. Please contact Amy 
Black at amy_black_thress@yahoo.com or 333-2642 to volunteer. 

Deadline to Redeem Boxtops 
Please bring in your General Mills Boxtops by Tuesday, Feb. 28. 
Each boxtop brings in 10 cents for Miraloma. The box is in the 
office. Don’t miss the date—the next cashing-in date is next fall. 

Free Computer Classes for Teachers & Parents 
By Brian Garcia, Tech Committee Chair 

The Miraloma Tech Committee is offering free computer classes 
to teachers and parents.  The classes are scheduled to run for 30 
minutes each, but can go on longer if desired. Please feel free to 
stop by. 

▪ Intro to iTunes and burning CDs, ▪ Intro to iTunes and burning CDs, ▪ Intro to iTunes and burning CDs, ▪ Intro to iTunes and burning CDs, on Feb. 21 (3:45 to 4:15 p.m.), 
Feb. 22 and 23 (4 to 4:30 p.m.)  

▪ I▪ I▪ I▪ Intro to iPhoto and making a slideshowntro to iPhoto and making a slideshowntro to iPhoto and making a slideshowntro to iPhoto and making a slideshow on Feb. 28 (3:45 to 4:15 
p.m.), Mar. 1 and 2 (4 to 4:30 p.m.) 
 

Room 14 Is on a Mission 

 

Ms Campbell’s students built models of California missions. 

Parents’ Corner 
►The Rich family is moving to Arizona! ►The Rich family is moving to Arizona! ►The Rich family is moving to Arizona! ►The Rich family is moving to Arizona! We are sad to see them 
go, but they would like everyone to know that their Inner Sunset 
rental flat will be available in April. It is a 3 BR/2BA full-floor flat, 
roomy, bright, stylish, with lots of amenities. For more information, 
contact Libbi at claymama@earthlink.net or 566-0535. 

►Lori Lack,►Lori Lack,►Lori Lack,►Lori Lack, mom of Zachary and Alia Sovereign, will be 
performing piano in a graduate violin recital at SF State (Knuth 
Hall) on Saturday, Feb. 25 at 2 p.m. The concert includes works by 
Schumann, Mozart and Saint-Saens and is free! 

►Tali BaruchTali BaruchTali BaruchTali Baruch would like to share that her daughter, Noam, and 
two other fifth graders, Lottie Crawford and Ben Sherman, have 
been playing rock-and-roll together, and have a gig—playing Zep 
and Bowie—coming up April 29-30 and May 6-7, at 12 Galaxies.  

______________________________________________________ 

Submissions. Submissions. Submissions. Submissions. The Gazette welcomes submissions from all 
members of the community. The next deadline is Thursday, Mar. 
2, 1 p.m. The next issue is Wednesday, Mar. 8. Submissions are 
subject to approval by the school administration. Contact Amy 
O’Hair, editor, at amy@ohair-sherman.com or 334-5154.  

Photos by Amy O’Hair and Wandaline Perelli. Photos by Amy O’Hair and Wandaline Perelli. Photos by Amy O’Hair and Wandaline Perelli. Photos by Amy O’Hair and Wandaline Perelli.     

Proofreading by Caroline Pincus. Proofreading by Caroline Pincus. Proofreading by Caroline Pincus. Proofreading by Caroline Pincus.  

Wed. Feb. 22 Thur. Feb. 23 Fri. Feb. 24 Sat Feb. 25 Scholastic Book Fair is 

coming on March 10 
 

  Parent-Principal Chat 
8:15-9am Room 109 

 

Mon. Feb. 27 Tue. Feb. 28 Wed. Mar. 1 Thur. Mar. 2 Fri. Mar. 3 Sat Mar. 4 

 ELAC Meeting 
5:30pm 

 Gazette Deadline, 1pm Casual Photo Day 
 

CLEAN-UP DAY 
9am-1pm 

Mon. Mar. 6 Tue. Mar. 7 Wed. Mar. 8 Thur. Mar. 9 Fri. Mar. 10 Sat Mar. 11 

  Next Gazette Issue  BOOK FAIR BEGINS  


