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Thursday, Mar. 30 
Is Staff Development Day  

No School  

Jueves 30 de marcha—Día de capacitación 
para el personal 

3 30 ， —教  

 

 

Friday, Mar. 31  

Is Cesar Chavez Day  
No School  

Viernes 31 de marzo  
Día en honor a Cesar Chávez 

3 31 ， Cesar Chavez  

Miraloma School Site Council (SSC) 
Meets Monday, Mar. 13 
From 6:30 to 8 p.m. in the library.  

Sesiones del Comité Directivo de la Escuela  
De las 6:30 a las 8:00 PM en la biblioteca.  

校決 （SSCSSCSSCSSC）    3 13  

， 6 30 8 ， 校 館舉  
______________________________________________________________ 

Conference Week Is Mar. 20 to 24 
Early Dismissal All Week at 12:50 p.m. 
Be sure to turn in your conference forms, indicating your preferred 
time. If you did not receive one, call the office at 469-4734.  

_____________________________________________________________ 

Community Talent Show, Sunday, Mar. 12 
By Lori Lack 

Please come and enjoy the amazing performances of our own 
Miraloma parents and grandparents at our Community Talent Community Talent Community Talent Community Talent 
ShowShowShowShow, Sunday, Mar. 12 at 2 pm, in the auditorium. The performers 
will include an award-winning vocal quintet, a rock band, a star 
from one of the longest-running musicals in San Francisco, 
didjerido, a flute and piano duo, a vocal duet, light opera and solo 
piano. You won't believe the talent we have hidden among us! 
Families are encouraged to come (childcare not provided).  

The book fair will be open at that time, and the fifth graders will be 
selling raffle tickets to raise money for their fieldtrips.  

Featured Staff Member: Marcia Parrott 
Interview by Amy O’Hair 

This is the third and final installment of our extended interview with 
our principal, Marcia Parrott, who is retiring at the end of this 
school year. 

Where do you imagine Miraloma will be five years from now? Where do you imagine Miraloma will be five years from now? Where do you imagine Miraloma will be five years from now? Where do you imagine Miraloma will be five years from now?     

I think it will be bigger and better. I just hope our API [Academic 
Performance Index] goes up! I’m sure it will—everybody promises 
me it will. That was my goal, to get it up over 700. We’re at 653, 
and it’s been plateau’d there two years in a row, although the 
district has set the API 
target goal higher each 
year.  

Miraloma is only going to 
improve. I hope we’ll keep 
the balance of all the 
different areas of learning. 
Right now we’re getting to a 
point where some of the 
teachers are a little 
concerned about the 
enrichment time versus the 
academic time. I think if we 
could get the API up a little 
higher it would help. 

I see an expansion in the 
art program, moving more into fine arts. I’m hoping the yard will 
improve. I envision that change—to have some trees for shade out 
there, to have grade-level–appropriate play structures. I see sound 
baffling for the gym. We have someone coming today to look at 
that! I told the coach to be in there, with a class, so he can really 
hear the volume. 

I don’t know if I can pull it off this spring, but I’d like the school to 
have a connection with Laguna Honda. They have a huge arts-and-
crafts center. It’d be good to do some networking with them, to 
have the kids visit, because they have a lot of programs there. I 
think we need more community service, beyond the school. And I 
think it’d be good to connect with the Miraloma neighborhood 
community around us, especially the School of the Arts [SOTA, a 
nearby high school]. 

How might it be distinctive, in the range of elementary schools in How might it be distinctive, in the range of elementary schools in How might it be distinctive, in the range of elementary schools in How might it be distinctive, in the range of elementary schools in 
the district?the district?the district?the district?    

I think the arts and music are key. I hope we continue chorus. Our 
community outreach with SOTA is important—and it looks like 
they’re going to be there for a while. It would be good to strengthen 
that connection. 

It’s really critical for kids to have the arts in their lives. There is a 
strong parent group here who likes that piece of the program, as 
well as the P.E. program. I know the academics will improve as 
well. 

What will you be doing during your retirement after this year? What What will you be doing during your retirement after this year? What What will you be doing during your retirement after this year? What What will you be doing during your retirement after this year? What 
interests have you sacrificed over the years that you now think interests have you sacrificed over the years that you now think interests have you sacrificed over the years that you now think interests have you sacrificed over the years that you now think 
about pursuing?about pursuing?about pursuing?about pursuing?    

I know I’m going to be doing volunteer work. I’m not much of a 
spotlight-type person, so I’ll be doing things that are more low-key.  

I want to get more involved with myself. I’ve put a lot of things 
aside over the years. I used to play the piano; I love sports and 
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[Featured Staff Member, cont’d][Featured Staff Member, cont’d][Featured Staff Member, cont’d][Featured Staff Member, cont’d]    swimming. I’ve always wanted to 
dabble in watercolor. There are things I’ve put on hold to do this 
job. 

With the stress of the job I’ve put on a lot of weight, so the first 
thing I’m going to do is to phone down to a spa-resort in Mexico, 
and begin new things for myself—yoga, tai chi. I want do that—to 
nurture myself. 

Never having children, I’ve always thought about going up to UCSF 
to spend time with the preemies, holding them—whatever I can do 
to help. 

I’m two blocks away from the Excelsior library. My mom does a lot 
of volunteer work there. I’ve always wanted to go in a couple days a 
week and help the kids with their homework. I love reading to kids. 
When I was a Girl Scout, I remember a storyteller coming in and 
telling the story of Jack and the Beanstalk. She had a newspaper, 
and before you knew it, she’d made this beanstalk! I was so 
enthralled. I’d love to explore that kind of storytelling. 

I’ve done extensive traveling. I want to continue that. I’ve always 
been fascinated by the Galapagos Islands. We’re talking about a 
trip to Egypt, to see the pyramids. I haven’t been to South America 
at all.  

There’s quite a large network of retired administrators and 
teachers out there. They’re a powerful bunch. There’s a group of 
administrators who hang out at a café every Friday and knit. 
They’ve found out where different countries need hats for little 
kids.  

The other thing I’d like to take time for is to get into the computer 
and technology. Teaching and learning will always be there for me!  

But as far as the district goes, I’ve given it my all, and now I really 
want to do something else. I’ll always be available to help out, but 
it’ll probably be offsite, or by phone.  

Lastly, do you mind all those cream pies being thrown at you at the Lastly, do you mind all those cream pies being thrown at you at the Lastly, do you mind all those cream pies being thrown at you at the Lastly, do you mind all those cream pies being thrown at you at the 
Spring Festival booth every year? Spring Festival booth every year? Spring Festival booth every year? Spring Festival booth every year?  

Never! I thought it was a riot. Hopefully, it just makes kids see me 
as a person! I run a pretty tough ship here, as far as expectations 
for the kids. That’s why I like to get in the classrooms, because I 
can relax a little bit and interact with them on another level.  

The cream pies are great. I think they got a kick out it, too, we all 
did. I just hope the next principal will do it too! 

The complete interview is available as a The complete interview is available as a The complete interview is available as a The complete interview is available as a pdfpdfpdfpdf    filefilefilefile on the  on the  on the  on the 
YahooGroups website for the Miraloma listserve (see page 4).YahooGroups website for the Miraloma listserve (see page 4).YahooGroups website for the Miraloma listserve (see page 4).YahooGroups website for the Miraloma listserve (see page 4).    

Featured Volunteer 
Interview by Leslie Kirk Campbell 

NameNameNameName: Tu Lam 

Children at MiralomaChildren at MiralomaChildren at MiralomaChildren at Miraloma: Alisha, second 
grade, and Summer, kindergarten 

Years at MiralomaYears at MiralomaYears at MiralomaYears at Miraloma: Three 

Favorite thing about MiralomaFavorite thing about MiralomaFavorite thing about MiralomaFavorite thing about Miraloma: The 
fact that parents are so closely 
bonded. It started in kindergarten. 
Parents don’t just drop off their kids 
and then pick them up. Miraloma has 
a close community with lots of family 
involvement. Also, the teachers here 
seem to understand each child’s 
unique abilities. They know how best 
to encourage the development of each child. 

HoHoHoHow she volunteers at Miralomaw she volunteers at Miralomaw she volunteers at Miralomaw she volunteers at Miraloma: This year, I’m a co-room-parent 
for Ms. Simmons’ class. I work full-time so I do some of the 
volunteer work at home. For example, I arrange chaperones for 
field trips. My state job allows me 24 hours per year of “mentoring 
time” as well. So I have been able to go on a few field trips in both 
of my daughters’ classes. I’ve been on MEEP’s board of directors 

for three years. In the past, I have also helped out with Spring 
Festivals and in Ms. Huang’s class preparing scholastic book 
orders and homework sheets as needed. 

What impact volunteering has on her childrenWhat impact volunteering has on her childrenWhat impact volunteering has on her childrenWhat impact volunteering has on her children: It gives the kids the 
assurance that I am interested in what they’re learning. 
Simultaneously, it helps me to share school with them. I can say, 
“Remember when we saw this painting at the museum?” It gets 
them talking and we can discuss it. Otherwise, it’s more like, “How 
was school today?” ”Okay.” End of subject. 

Any advice to new volunteersAny advice to new volunteersAny advice to new volunteersAny advice to new volunteers: They should always ask the teacher 
what his or her needs are. This changes over the year. It’s good to 
talk to the teacher every few months to be sure everyone’s on the 
same page. Even if you are working and going to school, any small 
role that you play at Miraloma contributes to everybody. Due to the 
budget situation, if parents don’t step up, it’s the kids that suffer. 

Other interestsOther interestsOther interestsOther interests: Lots of reading. Going to music concerts. Trying to 
teach my kids to play tennis without them whacking each other or 
me! 

Are you interested in volunteering, but don’t know where to start? 
Contact Katie Handelman, volunteer coordinator, at 920-9593 or 
poppy3@jps.net 

What’s Buzzing in the Garden 
By Suzi Palladino, Gardening Educator 

The students of K-2 grades have been busy as bees conditioning 
the soil, learning about the benefits of compost, and nestling seeds 
into the ground. Now they’re waiting patiently for the seed-heads to 
pop up. We’ve had some wild weather to work with over the past 
few weeks, but we have managed to not let those gusty winds or 
spontaneous downpours hold us back.  

The kindergarteners have been planting flowers in the butterfly 
garden and exploring their role as stewards of this area. They have 
been super creative in determining how to protect and preserve 
this garden. We have also been exploring garden habitats and 
creatures that live there. It’s exciting to find slugs and worms and 
imagine what they eat, where they sleep, and who their friends 
might be in the school 
garden. 

The delightful first- and 
second-grade classes 
have been plowing along, 
finding homes for seeds 
such as chard, radishes, 
lettuce, and carrots. We 
have been learning about 
the life cycle of plants and 
the functions of each part 
of the plant to better 
understand our role as 
stewards of the environment. There have been some challenges, 
such as birds wanting to feast on our seeds, ferocious winds 
uprooting fava beans, and wild weather patterns. 

We are in the process of designing a perennial/native flowerbed 
and working on getting donations from various nurseries 
throughout the Bay Area. This area will attract wildlife and offer a 
low maintenance, prolific area for children to learn. I am hopeful 
we can get this site cultivated in the next couple of months! 

There are many opportunities brewing and with spring around the 
corner, I am excited to see what we can bring to fruition! Thanks for 
all of your support. Be sure to check out the garden bulletin board 
to see what’s going on during garden class, as well as photos and 
beautiful garden art! Feel free to contact me with questions or 
concerns at Suzi.Palladino@gmail.com. 

Above: Some exuberant garden art currently hanging on the 
Educational Gardening bulletin board. The board is full of 
interesting things—stop by to check it out in the upstairs hall. 
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The Visionary Artists of Room 107 
Ms. Mow’s first graders put pastels to paper, bringing their visions 
to life. Text by Ms. Mow. 

On Tuesday, Feb. 21, Christine Fogarty from the Museum of 
Craft and Folk Art came to Miraloma and talked to the 

students of rooms 107 and 18.  

She showed them a slide show about African American 

Visionary Artists. She brought pastels in and asked the 
students to think of their dreams and visions, and to use 
their imagination. They closed their eyes and then drew what 
came to mind. 

 

Jocelyn White 

 

Carter Chung 

 

Devin Vyas 

 

Liam Burnett 

 

Miles Irving 

 

Addison Savage 

 
Carlos Keeler 
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Thank You for reading! 
By Lourdes Garcia  
Thanks to all parents and children who participated in this year’s 
Read-a-thon. The turnout last week clearly showed all the hard 
work everyone has put into the program—children, parents, and 
guardians should all be proud! 

Announcements of the winning classrooms and total money raised 
will be published an upcoming Gazette. Pledge money can be 
collected through the upcoming weeks.  Please put collected 
money and checks in an envelope with your child’s name, room 
number and the word “READ-A-THON” on it and place in the locked 
PTA box in the main office. 

Volleyball Team: Upcoming Games Schedule 
The Volleyball team is well on their way to success! Please come 
out and support our team! Miraloma boys and girls volleyball team 
games at Hillcrest Elementary, 810 Silver Ave.  

▪ Wednesdays: Mar. 8Mar. 8Mar. 8Mar. 8, 5 p.m.; Mar. 15Mar. 15Mar. 15Mar. 15, 5 p.m.; Mar. 22Mar. 22Mar. 22Mar. 22, 6 p.m. 

▪ Tuesdays: Mar. 28Mar. 28Mar. 28Mar. 28, 6 p.m. and Apr. 4Apr. 4Apr. 4Apr. 4, 5 p.m. 

Parking is available on school grounds, and games are held in the 
gym. They last approximately 40 minutes. 

More Tech Classes for Teachers & Parents 
The Miraloma Tech Committee continues to offer 
classes to teachers and parents.  The classes run 
45 minutes each. 

▪ Intro to Excel Pt. 1▪ Intro to Excel Pt. 1▪ Intro to Excel Pt. 1▪ Intro to Excel Pt. 1: Tuesday, Mar. 14 and 
Thursday, Mar.16, 4 to 4:45 p.m. 

▪ Intro to Excel Pt. 2: ▪ Intro to Excel Pt. 2: ▪ Intro to Excel Pt. 2: ▪ Intro to Excel Pt. 2: Tuesday, Mar. 21 and 
Thursday, Mar.23, 4 to 4:45 p.m. 

Complete Scrip List on Our Website 
Scrip is a nearly effortless way to raise money for 
the school, in support of our academic programs. 
Many different companies and stores participate. 
Visit the Miraloma School website 
(www.miralomasf.comwww.miralomasf.comwww.miralomasf.comwww.miralomasf.com) and click "Fundraising." 
There you'll find a comprehensive list of scrip programs that benefit 
Miraloma.  

Join the Miraloma Email Listserve  
The listserve is a venue for school-related and community 
announcements. Subscribing is easy to do. Send a blank email to: 
miralomaschoolmiralomaschoolmiralomaschoolmiralomaschool----subscribe@yahoogroups.com subscribe@yahoogroups.com subscribe@yahoogroups.com subscribe@yahoogroups.com and simply follow 
the instructions you receive in the email reply. Or visit the website 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/miralomaschool/http://groups.yahoo.com/group/miralomaschool/http://groups.yahoo.com/group/miralomaschool/http://groups.yahoo.com/group/miralomaschool/    
and follow the instructions for becoming a member of our Yahoo 
group.  

Once you are signed up, you will be able to post and receive 
announcements, and access old postings to the listserve, as well 
as upload and download photos and files from the listserve 
website. A recently posted file is the complete interview with our 
Ms. Parrott, our principal (see page 1).  

Questions? Contact Andrew Keeler at ak@keelerkom.com, listserve 
moderator.  

 A Spring Breeze Swept Through Miraloma 
Parents worked hard on Clean-up Day, Saturday, Mar. 4. 

 
 

Joaquin Galeas and Seth 
Affoumado (above) worked in 
classrooms, while Barbara 
Cymrot (left) and her daughter 
Amalia Cymrot-Wu (below) 
helped in the garden. Thanks are 
due to the many families who 
showed up to help that day. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

____________________________________________________________ 

Submissions. Submissions. Submissions. Submissions. The Gazette welcomes submissions from all 
members of the community. The next deadline is Thursday, Mar. 
16, 1 p.m. The next issue is Wednesday, Mar. 22. Submissions are 
subject to approval by the school administration. Contact Amy 
O’Hair, editor, at amy@ohair-sherman.com or 334-5154.  

Photos by Amy O’Hair. Proofreading by Caroline Pincus. Photos by Amy O’Hair. Proofreading by Caroline Pincus. Photos by Amy O’Hair. Proofreading by Caroline Pincus. Photos by Amy O’Hair. Proofreading by Caroline Pincus.  

Wed. Mar. 8 Thur. Mar. 9 Fri. Mar. 10 Sat Mar. 11 Scholastic Book Fair is  

Open March 10 to 22   BOOK FAIR BEGINS  

Sun. Mar. 12 Mon. Mar. 13 Tue. Mar. 14 Wed. Mar. 15 Thur. Mar. 16 Fri. Mar. 17 Sat Mar. 18 

Talent Show 2pm 
Families welcome 

SSC Meeting 
6:30-8pm 

  Gazette Deadline, 1pm School Spirit Day: 
History 

 

Sun. Mar. 19 Mon. Mar. 20 Tue. Mar. 21 Wed. Mar. 22 Thur. Mar. 23 Fri. Mar. 24 Sat Mar. 25 

 Early Dismissal 
12:50pm 

Early Dismissal 
12:50pm 

Early Dismissal 12:50pm 
Next Gazette Issue 

Last Day of Book Fair 

Early Dismissal 
12:50pm 

Parent-Principal Chat 
8:15-9am Room 109 

Early Dismissal 12:50pm 

 


