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______________________________________________ 

Thursday, Mar. 30 
Is Staff Development Day  

No School  

Jueves 30 de marcha—Día de capacitación 
para el personal 

3 30 ， —教  

Friday, Mar. 31 Is Cesar Chavez Day  
No School  

Viernes 31 de marzo  
Día en honor a Cesar Chávez 

3 31 ， Cesar Chavez  

Parent-Principal Chat Is Friday, Mar. 24 
Join us on Friday, Mar. 24, in room 109 (MEEP), from 
8:15 to 9:00 a.m. Hear from Ms. Parrott, meet other 
parents, and have your questions answered. 
Refreshments served. Younger kids are welcome. 
______________________________________________________________ 

ELAC Meets Tuesday, Mar. 28  
5:30 to 6:30 p.m., in the Parent Room. 

Sesione del Comité Consejero para Estudiantes 
Aprendiendo Inglés (ELAC) 28 de marzo 
 5:30-6:30 p.m. en el salon de los padres. 

((((ELACELACELACELAC)))) 3 28 5 30

6 30 ， 家 ╱監 校 舉  

_______________________________________________________________ 

Next PTA Meeting Is Tuesday, Apr. 4 

6:30 to 8 p.m. in the library (snacks and chat at 6:15).  
This is a prime opportunity to find out what is 
happening in the Miraloma community, hear about 
opportunities to help out, and meet and socialize with 
other parents. The slate for next year’s PTA board will The slate for next year’s PTA board will The slate for next year’s PTA board will The slate for next year’s PTA board will 
be presented at this meeting.be presented at this meeting.be presented at this meeting.be presented at this meeting.    

April 10 to 14 Is Spring Break—No School  

Lunes 10-viernes 14 de abril—Vacaciones de primavera 

4 10 4 14 - 季假  

Volunteer Appreciation Tea  
Monday, Mar. 27, 2 to 3 p.m. in Library 

All volunteers are cordially invited to this yearly event. 
Wherever you help out—in the classroom, at  
home, on field trips, or in the library,  
computer lab, or yard—please come  
and be honored with delicious  
food and good company.  

Our Miraloma Co-ed Volleyball Team 
By Tali Baruch 

Much heat, high spirits and team play are regularly filling the 
Hillcrest gym this season. The co-ed Miraloma volleyball team 
played their third game last Wednesday, versus E.R. Taylor 
Elementary. Good sportsmanship, team pride and mutual respect 
translated into a fine performance. Skilled passes, spiking, forearm 
digging—these kids can play ball! 

Who are the Miraloma volleyball marvels? Fifth graders:Fifth graders:Fifth graders:Fifth graders: Noam 
Baruch, Sophia Clemente, Angelica Cunanan, Karry Jane 
Farebrother, Brent Regis, Ben Sherman, Kayla Swisher-Smith, 
Quran Swisher-Smith, and Waynisha Lewis. Fourth graders:Fourth graders:Fourth graders:Fourth graders: 
Michelle Chin, Derick Clemente, Karisa Colman, Emily Rich, and 
Dorian Swisher-Smith. 

This season is short—only three more games. At recent games, 
fifth-grade teacher Kay Kirman and principal Marcia Parrott were 
among the cheering audience, along with family & friends. You are 
all encouraged to come and support the team:  

▪ TONIGHT!TONIGHT!TONIGHT!TONIGHT! Mar. 22, 5 p.m.—Miraloma vs. Malcolm X 

▪ Tuesday, Mar. 28, 6 p.m.—Miraloma vs. Tenderloin 

▪ Tuesday, Apr. 4, 5 p.m.—Miraloma vs. Hillcrest 

All games at Hillcrest Elementary School gym, 810 Silver Ave. 

Much credit for this fun, new team program goes to Sports4Kids Sports4Kids Sports4Kids Sports4Kids 
coach Andrea Naugle.coach Andrea Naugle.coach Andrea Naugle.coach Andrea Naugle. Coach Andrea’s efforts have made it 
possible for our kids to have additional opportunities for fun 
physical activity. She organizes structured sports games during 
recess, as well as providing extended PE sessions and afterschool 
sports activities. Visit www.sports4kids.org to learn more.  

Below: the team at a recent game, with Coach Andrea. 
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Featured Staff Member 
Interview by Amy O’Hair 

NameNameNameName: Sara Einhorn 

Years at MiralomaYears at MiralomaYears at MiralomaYears at Miraloma: This is my 
first year. 

What she doesWhat she doesWhat she doesWhat she does: I am a trainee in 
the USF counseling program. I 
meet weekly with students 
who've been identified by 
teachers or staff members. In 
counseling we work on skills that 
will help them in class and 
outside of class. Counseling 
provides a safe space for kids to 
express themselves. We have a 
lot of things in the counseling room—puppets, a sand tray, arts and 
crafts supplies, and games—to make it easier for kids to talk about 
whatever is on their mind. 

After a student is identified by a teacher or staff member, we get in 
touch with the parents. Parents can also make a request for 
counseling through their child's teacher. I encourage parents to be 
a part of the process. We use a family systems approach; we work 
with the teachers and the child's family, so that what we do in 
counseling is supported at home and in the classroom. Mostly we 
work one-on-one with the students, but we also see parents, 
siblings, and so on, to support the whole family. 

I will graduate from the USF program this summer with my masters 
in counseling psychology, with an emphasis in marriage and family 
therapy. Working here has helped me understand what population I 
want to work with.  

What she enjoys about MiralomaWhat she enjoys about MiralomaWhat she enjoys about MiralomaWhat she enjoys about Miraloma: I like the energy here. When I 
walk through the halls I like the buzz—the sound of the kids 
working, the play on the yard. It's been a very positive experience. I 
like the environment of the school. 

One of my first days here I introduced myself in a classroom. I told 
the kids to say hi if they saw me around. Those kids are still coming 
up to say hi! It's a very friendly environment—the students and 
teachers are very welcoming. 

A special memory from her own student daysA special memory from her own student daysA special memory from her own student daysA special memory from her own student days: I remember in third 
grade I loved how our teacher read to us everyday after recess. 
That was my favorite part of the day—you could listen and get your 
focus back after running around during recess. My favorite book 
was The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe. 

Other interestsOther interestsOther interestsOther interests: Spending time with my friends and family. I like 
going to music and dance performances, and I love to be outdoors. 

Featured Volunteer 
Interview by Rebecca Hilario 

NameNameNameName: Laurrie Petrelli 

Children at Miraloma: Children at Miraloma: Children at Miraloma: Children at Miraloma: I have 
two children at Miraloma—
Emma, in Mr. Lubic’s fourth-
grade class and Eero, in Mrs. 
Vezinaw’s second-grade class. 

Years as a Miraloma Family: Years as a Miraloma Family: Years as a Miraloma Family: Years as a Miraloma Family: 
We’ve been here since Emma 
was a kindergartener—five 
years. 

Favorite thing about Favorite thing about Favorite thing about Favorite thing about 
Miraloma: Miraloma: Miraloma: Miraloma: Believe it or not the 
building is one of my favorites. 
It is warm and the 
neighborhood is so cozy. I also love the kids’ energy and how it’s 
grown over the past five years. 

How she volunteers at Miraloma: How she volunteers at Miraloma: How she volunteers at Miraloma: How she volunteers at Miraloma: I have been in charge of the staff 
appreciation luncheon [in May] for the past five years and I really 
enjoy it—it’s lots of fun. I also am in charge of ordering and selling 
school t-shirts. We have lots, so if you are interested let me know! 
And of course, I volunteer in my kids’ classrooms. 

What impact does volunteering have on your kids: What impact does volunteering have on your kids: What impact does volunteering have on your kids: What impact does volunteering have on your kids: It has a great 
impact on them, but also on the other kids. It’s great when they 
come up to you in the hall and ask when you are going to be back 
in the classroom working.  

Advice to new volunteers:Advice to new volunteers:Advice to new volunteers:Advice to new volunteers: Try a few things and then decide on one 
or two that really fit your style, personality, and time. 

Outside interests:Outside interests:Outside interests:Outside interests: I’m a beginning knitter and I also sew. I love to 
go to museums—SFMOMA is my favorite. 

To contact Laurrie about tTo contact Laurrie about tTo contact Laurrie about tTo contact Laurrie about t----shirts or sweatshirts, call 282shirts or sweatshirts, call 282shirts or sweatshirts, call 282shirts or sweatshirts, call 282----0145.0145.0145.0145.        

Are you interested in volunteering, but don’t know where to start? 
Contact Katie Handelman, volunteer coordinator, at 920-9593 or 
poppy3@jps.net 

PTA Nominating Process 
By Tala Hartsough, PTA Parliamentarian 

The PTA Nominating Committee is made up of five PTA members 
who reach out to the school community to find next year’s PTA 
executive board. Committee members may themselves also be 
nominated. This year’s Nominating Committee members are 
Caroline Pincus, Sharon Gillenwater, Laurrie Petrelli, Seth 
Affoumado, and Sue Schechter (with alternates Leslie Kirk- 
Campbell and Ellie Rossiter).  

The committee’s job is to recommend the best possible PTA board 
based on suggestions from the community and much 
brainstorming. They talk with people about whether they are 
interested in a PTA position, and they consider who will work best 
in each position as well as together as a whole.  

The process of gathering nominees will continue through the 
month of March. The committee then presents its nominations at 
the April 4 PTA meeting. It has two ways to present the candidates 
for the membership to vote on. It can present just one nominee per 
position – this is called a “slate” and is the most common way for 
PTAs to elect their boards – or it can present more than one 
nominee for any position.  

After the committee presents its slate or nominees, other members 
are still free to make nominations “from the floor,” meaning 
someone can be nominated right before the vote at the May 2 
meeting. All PTA members present at the May meeting will have the 
opportunity to vote for the new board.  

If you aren’t a member of the PTA, there is still time to join!there is still time to join!there is still time to join!there is still time to join! Contact 
Rebecca Hilario (trazh@sbcglobal.net) or come to the April PTA 
meeting and join then. 

The committee welcomes suggestions for any of the PTA board 
positions. You may make a suggestion on the nomination forms 
that went out in the Wednesday envelope last week and leave 
them in the Parent Mailbox in the office, or contact any of the 
committee members directly. Another way to reach the committee 
is through me, Tala Hartsough. Contact me at 585-7317 
talahartsough@mac.com.  

Parents’ Corner 
►From the McCord Family: NHance Wood Renewal—no dust, no 
mess, no odor—one day! We do parquet floors, cabinets, stairs, 
trim. Call for a free consultation with a Certified Wood Specialist, 
294-7795. And 10% goes back to Miraloma! 

►From Libbi Rich: We lost a cherished toy—an American Girl doll-
sized backpack, with a small yarn doll (of sentimental value) inside, 
somewhere near Sandy Park. If you have any information, contact 
Libbi at 566-0535/claymama@earthlink.net. 
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Room 101: Tie-dye—
Process and Product 
From Mrs. Jabbar: After I read my 
third-grade students "Sadako and 
the Thousand Paper Cranes," they 
were eager to find out more about 
Japanese culture and crafts. This 
led us to an origami (folded paper) 
project and then to tie-dying fabric. 
The students learned about the 
production of silk and various ways 
of acquiring dyes from nature. They 
had a lot of fun making tie-dye fabric pieces and they are eager to 
take them home to display. 

 

TieTieTieTie----DyeDyeDyeDye    

By Jimmy Zhou 

How to do tie-dye? How to do tie-
dye is first get a piece of fabric, 
then use a large paper clip or 
rubber band. Then fold it however 
you want to. After you are finished 
put it into a pot that has color 
powder then drop your piece of 
fabric in the pot and leave the 
rubber bands or paper clips on it. Next boil it for about 
5 or 10 minutes. After pick it up and let it dry. There 
you have a tie-dye now! 

My TieMy TieMy TieMy Tie----DyeDyeDyeDye    

By Thomas Fendert 

First step is to get a piece of white cloth and dye from 
a fabric store. Get the piece of cloth and get rubber 
bands, clothespins to make some white. The objects 
make the cloth area tight. After, you get a big pot that 

heats the liquid dye. Then, 
put your cloth with rubber 
bands and clothespins in the 
pot with the liquid dye. After 
maybe 30 minutes, take it 
out and rinse them. Then, let 
them dry. So, you have your 
personal tie-dye! 

How to TieHow to TieHow to TieHow to Tie----DyeDyeDyeDye    

By Kayla L. McCord 

Tie-dye is fun but 
difficult. First you must 
have some little rubber 
bands and large 
paperclips. To tie-dye on 
you must have a white, 
square cloth. Next you take a rubber band or 
paperclip and pin it up the way you want. Then put 

it in a hot pot full of any 
color dye you want. Put the 
pot on a stove for about 
seven to ten minutes. 
Something you should 
remember is that the design 
is random. So you probably 
should be ready for a unique 
design. When the dying is 
done, 

take your cloth and unwrap 
the rubber bands and large 
paperclips. Then let it dry! 
When it’s done, you will 
see your tie-dye design. 
Well, that ties it up for 
now!! 

 

Garden Thank-yous from Suzi Palladino 
A giant hug to Jim Pohl and family for constructing signs to display 
throughout the garden. They are beautiful!  

A huge thank-you to Catherine Sparacino for taking chard seeds to 
start in her own greenhouse to replace the chard we lost one 
weekend. Also, a thank-you to her son Seth for donating marigold 
seeds that he collected! And another huge thank-you to Frannie 
Roche for donating some beautiful pruners to chop compost. 

All of you are helping make the garden grow and grow and grow…. 

From a Garden Journal 
By Olivia Cleaveland, second grader 

Fava beans are good to eat. The beans from the pod 
are seed and can also be used to grow new plants. The 
gardener puts the beans in the soil and covers them, 
then the soil is watered. Soon the little bean plant will 
appear. The plants will grow quickly with the sun and 
water. 

Countdown to Spring Festival 
By Kath Wydler, Spring Festival Chair 

Family and friends of Miraloma are preparing for our big 
community Spring Festival, which will be held in just six weeks, on 
Saturday, May 6. Save the date and enjoy the rocking tunes of live 
bands The Jakes and Playdate (who recently brought the house to 
its feet at the parent talent show); tons of fun games, activities, 
and prizes for the kids; a raffle drawing and a silent auction for 
adults; tons of delicious food; and much more. Here’s what’s 
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coming up: 

Raffle Tickets: Raffle Tickets: Raffle Tickets: Raffle Tickets: A packet of four raffle tickets will be coming home in 
your child’s Wednesday envelope next week. First Prize: 3 nights at 
Kaanapali Alii Resort, Maui; Second Prize: 30GB Apple iPod 
w/Video Playback; Third Prize: 2 tickets to Beach Blanket Babylon; 
and more at www.miralomasf.com. Tickets are $3 each or 2 for $5. 
You are not obliged to buy or sell any tickets, but please return any 
tickets you don’t plan to sell so someone else can use them to 
raise money for our school! And if you know you’ll sell more than 
four tickets to coworkers, family and neighbors, we are happy to 
give you as many as you need. For additional tickets, contact 
Frannie Roche at 566-6124. All proceeds from the raffle will 
benefit programs for our students.    

Treasure Chest Prizes: Treasure Chest Prizes: Treasure Chest Prizes: Treasure Chest Prizes: Every child who plays will win a new toy or 
game! Tickets will be $1 each, limit one per child. We need 
donations of new, unisex new, unisex new, unisex new, unisex toys and games valued between $2 and 
10; just place them in the box marked “Treasure Chest Donations” 
in the closet of the main office. Donation forms for your tax records 
are in the box. Contact Catherine Shafer, 824-5878. 

Silent Auction: Silent Auction: Silent Auction: Silent Auction: The auction will    showcase many    great bargains for 
adults and will be held in the gym. It’s easier than you think to ask 
friends, family, and businesses you frequent to donate something 
to our auction. All donations are tax-deductible and all proceeds go 
to the school. Form letters for donors are available on line at 
www.miralomasf.com and in the Parent Room. Please drop off all 
your donations directly to the home of Jane Austin at 962 Teresita 
Way, on Friday, Apr. 21Friday, Apr. 21Friday, Apr. 21Friday, Apr. 21 during two drop-off times: 8 to 9:30 a.m. 
and 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. If you need other arrangements, 
contact Jane at 334-2829 or jeaustin@sbcglobal.net. 

Classroom ProjectsClassroom ProjectsClassroom ProjectsClassroom Projects: A handmade quilt, stationery featuring the 
children’s art, a basket of chocolate decadence—these are just a 
few of the projects families from each classroom are working on to 
be auctioned off. Contact your room parent to find out how you can 
help with your classroom project. 

Watch for updates on how you can help in future Wednesday 
envelopes, and check the bulletin board outside the parent room 
for more Spring Festival information.  

Thank You to Our School Clean-Up Crew! 
By Amy Black, Clean-up Day Coordinator 

Thank you to all the families who participated in the Spring 
Clean-Up Day!  

Maria Mraz Humphreys, September Jarrett, Jay and Mary 
Vyas, Leslie Thorndike, Jennifer Inman, Joaquin Galeas, 
Barbara Cymrot, Michael Chinn, the O'Hair-Sherman family, 
Carrie Banks and Wiltse Carpenter, Catherine Sparacino, 
JoAnn Rawson, Julie Clark, Seth Affoumado, Anne, Jessica, 
and Sarah Collins, and Dianne Malliavas and Kim Appelquist.  

Thanks to Paul Korntheuer and the outdoor crew: Nico Stuurman, 
Page Edwards, Angie Blackwell, and Brian Garcia and Andrew 
Keeler for cleaning-up the Computer Lab.  

Let's keep this wonderful tradition going. See you in the fall! 

Community Talent Show, Sunday, Mar. 12 

 

 
Top photos, clockwise: Jeff Kaliss, 
Thomas Schenkel, Esther Landau, 
Linda Baumann. Above: Playdate. 
Left: the moshpit was full of kids! 
Not pictured: Clockwork vocal 
group, pianist Lori Lack, singer 
Leslie Thorndike, and others. 

______________________________ 

Submissions. Submissions. Submissions. Submissions. The Gazette 
welcomes submissions from all 
members of the community. The 

next deadline is Thursday, Mar. 30, 1 p.m. The next issue is 
Wednesday, Apr. 5. Submissions are subject to approval by the 
school administration. Contact Amy O’Hair, editor, at amy@ohair-
sherman.com or 334-5154.  

Photos by Amy O’Hair, Tali Baruch, and Paul Korntheuer. Photos by Amy O’Hair, Tali Baruch, and Paul Korntheuer. Photos by Amy O’Hair, Tali Baruch, and Paul Korntheuer. Photos by Amy O’Hair, Tali Baruch, and Paul Korntheuer.     

Proofreading by Caroline Pincus. Proofreading by Caroline Pincus. Proofreading by Caroline Pincus. Proofreading by Caroline Pincus.  

Wed. Mar. 22 Thur. Mar. 23 Fri. Mar. 24 Sat Mar. 25 Have you signed up for eSCRIP yet? 
www.eScrip.com 

It provides free money for our programs. 
Early Dismissal  

12:50pm 
Early Dismissal  

12:50pm 

Parent-Principal Chat 
8:15-9am Room 109 

Early Dismissal 12:50pm  

 

Mon. Mar. 27 Tue. Mar. 28 Wed. Mar. 29 Thur. Mar. 30 Fri. Mar. 31 Sat Apr. 1 

Volunteer Appreciation 
Tea 2-3pm 

ELAC Meeting 
5:30pm 

 Gazette Deadline, 1pm 

Staff Development Day 

NO SCHOOL 

Cesar Chavez Day 
NO SCHOOL 

 

Mon. Apr. 3 Tue. Apr. 4 Wed. Apr. 5 Thur. Apr. 6 Fri. Apr. 7 Sat Apr. 8 

 

 PTA Meeting 
6:30-8pm 

 
Next Gazette Issue 

   


