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______________________________________________ 

Monday, Apr. 10 to Friday, Apr. 14  

Is Spring Break 

No School  
Lunes 10-viernes 14 de abril— 

Vacaciones de primavera 

4 10 4 14 - 

季假  

Miraloma School Site Council (SSC) 
Meets Monday, Apr. 17 
From 6:30 to 8 p.m. in the library.  

Sesiones del Comité Directivo de la Escuela  
Lunes, De Abril El 17, de las 6:30 a las 8:00 PM en la biblioteca.  

校決 （SSCSSCSSCSSC）    4 17  

， 6 30 8 ， 校 館舉  

_______________________________________________________________ 

Gardening Day Is Saturday, Apr. 22  
Join the crew—shape the bushes, coddle the flowers, battle 
the ivy---beautify the school! 10 a.m. to noon. Bring tools. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Volleyball News 

By Andrea Naugle, Sports4Kids Coach 

Our wonderful volleyball season has come to an end. The last game 
saw Brent Regis diving for the ball, Ben Sherman attempting 
overhand serves, and Angelica Cunanan bumping the ball so loud 
everyone stopped to watch her play. For those of you who came to 
watch thank you so much for your support to our team. The players 
became so excited to see familiar faces such as Ms. Kirman, Ms. 
Parrott, and Mr. Lubic. It was a great season with much 
improvement.  

Congratulations Miraloma—you ROCK! 

Art Cart News 
By Kristin Silverman 

The art cart will have a spot at the Spring Festival to paint self-
portraits on tiles. We hope to paint enough tiles to complete the 
self-portrait mural in the first- and second-grade yard.  

The book cart is rolling in with the April showers. People from the 
Center for the Book will be visiting the fourth- and fifth-grade 
classrooms. Volunteers are welcome! Stay tuned for details.  

The printmaking cart is in the works. We especially need the clean, clean, clean, clean, 
smooth lids of styrofoam takeout boxessmooth lids of styrofoam takeout boxessmooth lids of styrofoam takeout boxessmooth lids of styrofoam takeout boxes. No packing styrofoam 
please. Also, the art cart is always also looking for donations of 
buttons, spools, corks, stamps, comic books, string, bottle caps, 
wood, paper scraps, clear plastic storage containers, ribbon, etc. 

 

Barnes & Noble Fundraiser, Apr. 22 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. at the Colma Barnes & Noble. 

__________________________________________________ 

Saturday, May 6 Is Spring Festival 
Don’t miss this fun festival, with so much to offer for 
both kids and adults! 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.  

_______________________________________________________________ 

Ms. Campbell’s Mission in Room 14 
The third- and fourth-grade students in Room 14 worked on an 
elaborate project last month. See these projects on display in the See these projects on display in the See these projects on display in the See these projects on display in the 
hall near the officehall near the officehall near the officehall near the office. Ms. Campbell writes: 

Ever since I first began teaching California history, I have dreamed 
of my students working in cooperative groups making quality 
models of missions. This year my dream was realized with the help 
of fabulous room parents, many volunteers, PTA. funding, a small 
class size, and motivated students.  

The students worked hard on these long-term projects, while 
learning patience, cooperation, math, art, and California history. I 
know that someday, when they drive down Highway 101 and see 
exits for all the missions, they’ll have a fond memory of this 
elementary-school class project. 

 

Emily Rich, Gabriel Freitas, Jules Schenkel, Kevin Rosales, and 
Amani Manning show off the impressive spread. 

 

Avery Johnson, Jimi Vyas, Beatriz Regis, Jessica Collins, and Micky 
Cuaresma are pleased with the results of their collaborative effort. 
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Principal’s Corner 
Parents, Guardians, Staff, and Students, 

Spring Break is almost here! I hope you’ll have a wonderful dry 
vacation.  

The California Standards Test for second through fifth graders will be 
given April 24 to May 12. Students will be tested on language arts and 
math. The fifth graders will be required to take the California 
Standards Science test. Third graders will also take the California 
Achievement tests in language arts and math. Teachers have been 
providing practice tests to help students prepare. Your child may bring 
home some of these practice test materials to complete during the 
Spring Break. This will give you an opportunity to review the materials 
and help your child practice test taking. 

Just a reminder, it‘s always important for your child to have plenty of 
rest and a nutritious breakfast each day, especially during the testing 

period. Being on time is a must!!Being on time is a must!!Being on time is a must!!Being on time is a must!! 

Have an enjoyable Spring Break with your family and we’ll see you 
April 17th. 

–Marcia Parrott, Principal    

Featured Staff Member 
Interview by Sue Schechter 

NameNameNameName: Diane Rosen 

Years at MiralomaYears at MiralomaYears at MiralomaYears at Miraloma: I started in 
the spring of 2004 after 
returning from a maternity leave. 
Before coming to Miraloma, I 
was a technology resource 
teacher at Fairmount Elementary 
School for 7 years, after getting 
a masters degree in education 
with an emphasis on technology. 
Prior to that, I taught for ten 
years at a school in Chinatown 
then called Commodore 
Stockton and now called Gordon 
S. Lau. Between my time at 
Stockton and Fairmount, I did a 
paid internship with Zeum, the art and technology museum at 
Yerba Buena Gardens, where I helped develop their program. 

What she doesWhat she doesWhat she doesWhat she does: I teach second grade. I serve on the school’s 
technology team where we bring together parents and teachers 
who are interested in technology, to try to think of ways to promote 
technology in the school and in the classroom. 

What she likes aWhat she likes aWhat she likes aWhat she likes about Miralomabout Miralomabout Miralomabout Miraloma: I love the wonderful teachers—they 
exemplify the definition of professionalism. They are so 
collaborative, team-oriented, supportive, and wonderful to work 
with. I love teaching second grade and the collaborating that I do 
with the other teachers. Also, I really enjoy the poetry program and 
working with students to develop their love of writing. I believe if 
you teach what you love—and I love writing—the students will feel 
your passion for it and it will draw them into writing and 
appreciating that skill. 

A special memory from her school daysA special memory from her school daysA special memory from her school daysA special memory from her school days: I have always loved to 
write. I became involved in a literary magazine in high school and it 
was very exciting to see my written work in print. I carry that with 
me when I teach; I want my students to see their words in print.  

Other interestsOther interestsOther interestsOther interests: My greatest interest is my 2 1/2-year-old son, 
Benjamin Julian. I waited a long time for him and I call him my 
miracle baby. I look forward to him coming to school at Miraloma in 
a few years. As a family, we love nature and camping. I live with my 
son, partner, and mother in the Ingleside area of San Francisco. 

 

Featured Volunteer 
Interview by Leslie Kirk 
Campbell 

NameNameNameName: Shelley Sorenson 

Children at MiralomaChildren at MiralomaChildren at MiralomaChildren at Miraloma: Riley 
Halperin, third grade and 
Michael Halperin, first grade. 

Years as a Miraloma familyYears as a Miraloma familyYears as a Miraloma familyYears as a Miraloma family: 
Three 

Favorite thing about Favorite thing about Favorite thing about Favorite thing about 
MiralomaMiralomaMiralomaMiraloma: I love my 
children’s teachers—Ms. 
Huang and Mr. Greathouse. 
They are perfect for my two 
children. The school is small. 
I like hanging out and knowing a lot of people. I like the racial and 
socio-economic diversity here. Every year I get to know more 
people, and my kids do, too, which feels good. 

How you volunteer at MiralomaHow you volunteer at MiralomaHow you volunteer at MiralomaHow you volunteer at Miraloma: I am a room parent in Room 18 
and I tutor once a week in Room 12. I go on field trips. I also read 
aloud in both of my sons’ classrooms. I brought a tongue twister 
called “Betty Botter” to Mr. Greathouse’s classroom, which they 
loved. They practiced it and then performed it. It was really 
gratifying to be a part of their school life that way and to have it be 
fun! Professionally, I am a children’s librarian. Over the past two 
years, I’ve helped in the library “weeding” the collection, which 
means going through the shelves and locating books that are 
dated, not getting used, or in bad condition, so we have room for 
beautiful new books!! 

Best part about volunteeringBest part about volunteeringBest part about volunteeringBest part about volunteering: The very best part is knowing 
something about my children’s day so we can have a conversation 
about it. “Did you share at circle time today?” “How many marbles 
did the class earn?” I know the names of the kids. I know who my 
kids are talking about when they say someone’s name. If I can 
even be a tiny bit helpful to the teachers, then I want to give them 
that because they deserve it…and they need it. 

Impact volunteering has on your childrenImpact volunteering has on your childrenImpact volunteering has on your childrenImpact volunteering has on your children: The most important thing 
is that they know that I know what they are doing. It’s good for 
them to see their parents and teachers sharing information about 
them and cooperating together. They see that their life isn’t split 
into two separate worlds. I also learn from teachers about 
approaches that work for my children that I can then use at home. 
Volunteering bolsters the illusion that “mother knows everything”. 
“So you were chewing gum in class today?” I ask. My child turns to 
me, amazed. “How did you know that?” 

Advice to pAdvice to pAdvice to pAdvice to parents about volunteeringarents about volunteeringarents about volunteeringarents about volunteering: Even if you find just one thing 
to do, that’s a way to be involved. On the other hand, don’t feel 
guilty if you can’t fit it in right now. There will be a day, a month, or 
a year when you will have space in your life to do something. I have 
time now because I am working part time, so I fill in wherever I can. 

Other interestsOther interestsOther interestsOther interests: I read a lot: adult mysteries and children’s award-
winning fiction, which helps me both with my kids and my job. I 
tape “All My Children” and watch every episode. I take Pilates 
classes. I’m picking up my electric bass again. 

Are you interested in volunteering but don’t know where to start? 
Contact Katie Handelman, volunteer coordinator, at 920-9593 or 
poppy3@jps.net.  

Room 103: Animal Habitat Dioramas 
Ms. Kitsuda’s class of third graders created detailed dioramas 
recently. Text by Ms. Kitsuda. 

The students of room 103 studied animals and their habitats. We 
each made an animal out of clay and then recreated that animal’s 
habitat, using a variety of materials set in a three-dimensional box.  
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[Room 103 Animal Dioramas, cont’d]Room 103 Animal Dioramas, cont’d]Room 103 Animal Dioramas, cont’d]Room 103 Animal Dioramas, cont’d]    

We tried to make them as realistic as possible, and to include all 
the important things that animals need: food, shelter, air, and 
water. We worked hard with the help of our volunteer Catherine 
Sparacino, and are extremely proud of our finished dioramas. 

The Prairie DogThe Prairie DogThe Prairie DogThe Prairie Dog    

By Seth Gottlieb 

My diorama is a 
prairie dog 
habitat. Prairie 
dogs live in 
deserts and dry 
places. They are 
a goldesh brown 
color. They dig 
holes which they 
live in. I made 
my diorama out 
a shoe box. I made my prairie dogs out of clay but to 
make the color out of yellow and brown. My diorama 
has a little wooden dried out tree. The paint was a 
yellow, brown and white mixter. I put sand on the floor 
of the diorama for the ruf ground. The sky color was a 
blue white mixter. I painted holes under the prairie 
god. And I was done.        

Polar BearPolar BearPolar BearPolar Bear    

By Clover Austin-
Muehleck 

My habitat is a polar 
bear habitat. I used 
coten balls for the 
snow. I made a polar 
bear out of clay. It 
lives in the snow. I 
like the animal because I have a stuffed animal that I 
have had for a long time. I put a tree in the back of my 
diorama. I made clay fish for the polar bear to eat. I 
painted my back round blue. The clay was white. I put 
some shiny paper on the floor to make the snow shiny. 

I like the polar bear habitat because it has snow and I 
like snow. In my 
opinion polar bear is 
a great animal. I like 
polar bears. 

RobinRobinRobinRobin    

By Kate Dick 

My animal is a robin. 
The robin is the 
animal for my 
diorama. I used real 
sticks for the tree 
tops. After that, I 
took a shell with clay over it. After that I made five blue 
eggs. Before all this I made my robin out of clay. First I 
went outside and got sticks. Second I hot glued it on. 

Third I glued on the bird on a little nest made out of a 
shell. Forth I chose what coler I was going to do on the 
outside. 

I pick this animal because robins are cute and my 
aunt’s name is robin. Robins live in U.S.A., C.A., S.F. 
Robins make little nests and lay little blue eggs. A 
boy and a man robin are prettier that a girl or 
woman so the boys can attract a girl robin. Robins 
have a lot of enemies. 

___________________________________________________________ 

Below, top to bottom: Joe Genolio’s bear habitat, Mia 
Payne’s panda diorama, and Marika Stuurman’s stallion. 
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[Room 103 Animal Dioramas, cont’d][Room 103 Animal Dioramas, cont’d][Room 103 Animal Dioramas, cont’d][Room 103 Animal Dioramas, cont’d]    

Below: Jessica Du’s rabbits in their habitat.    

 

Meet the MEEP Family 
By Tu Lam 

Miraloma Educational Enrichment Program (MEEP) now serves 75 
full- and part-time students. We would like to introduce the 
dedicated staff and teachers who make it happen. This year MEEP 
has its first all Kindergarten class, headed by Daniel LayerDaniel LayerDaniel LayerDaniel Layer. Daniel 
is currently working toward his Masters in Education.  

MEEP Executive Director Armen DilanchianArmen DilanchianArmen DilanchianArmen Dilanchian has been with the 
program for nine years. Prior to MEEP, Armen taught at the 
Convent of the Sacred Heart. He is contemplating returning to USF 
to finish his doctorate in Education. Pamela RobinsonPamela RobinsonPamela RobinsonPamela Robinson has been at 
MEEP for 15 years and holds the position of Director. Pamela has 
done a marvelous job of running the day-to-day operations at 
MEEP. She is very creative and reaches the children in a way that 
can only be described as a gift. 

Maria LopezMaria LopezMaria LopezMaria Lopez started with MEEP as a volunteer during her senior 
year at Lowell High School in San Francisco. Currently in her sixth 
year at MEEP, Maria serves as the Assistant Administrator. Maria is 
also pursuing a degree in Broadcasting and Electronic 
Communication Arts at SFSU and is interning at KFOG (104.5FM). 
With two years at MEEP, Ray DellosaRay DellosaRay DellosaRay Dellosa is now teaching its soccer 
classes and coaching the Miraloma Monsters soccer team. Ray is 
attending SFSU as an English and Literature major. 

Treasure Chest Donations Needed 
By Catherine Shafer 

This year, the Treasure Chest game will replace the children’s raffle 
(this year’s raffle will be oriented toward items for adults). Every 
child who plays will win a new toy or game! Tickets will be $1 each, 
limit one per child. We need your donation of new, unisex toys and 
games valued between $2 and $10. Just place them in the box 
marked “Treasure Chest Donations,” which will be located just 
outside the cafeteria entrance during each Morning Circle in April. 

Scholastic Book Fair Report 
By Wandaline Perelli and Catherine Sparacino, Book Fair Co-Chairs 
Thank you Miraloma parents, teachers and friends for another 
"over-the-top" Scholastic Book Fair! The receipts of $9,700 rang up 
$2,500 more than last spring's fair. $2,500 was spent on books for 
the teachers, KASPER, and the library alone. Ms. Kirman's fifth-
grade class won the Read-a-thon, which provided a $10 gift 
certificate prize to each of her students. Students Stephen Huang, 
Alan Ly, Jeffrey Du and Brent Regis from room 10 along with 
parents Rebecca Hilario, Tali Baruch, and Heidi Edwards helped to 
set up and break down the fair. Whether to take a 60% book profit 
or 30% cash on our profit will be decided according to the needs of 
the teachers and the library. 

Volunteer Tea: Teachers Celebrate Volunteers 
On Monday Mar. 27, the staff provided a delicious tea for 
Miraloma’s volunteers. 

 

Marguerite Thorndike, Laura Rodil, teacher Karen Vezinaw, Rose 
Dromgoole, and Carolyn Burnett. 

 

Bessie Proctor and Talat Jabbar, along with other staff members, 
cooked and baked, and then laid a lovely spread. 
__________________________________________________________ 

Submissions. Submissions. Submissions. Submissions. The Gazette welcomes submissions from all 
members of the community. The next deadline is Thursday, Apr. 
20, 1 p.m. The next issue is Wednesday, Apr. 26. Submissions are 
subject to approval by the school administration. Contact Amy 
O’Hair, editor, at amy@ohair-sherman.com or 334-5154.  

Photos by Amy O’HairPhotos by Amy O’HairPhotos by Amy O’HairPhotos by Amy O’Hair and Leslie and Leslie and Leslie and Leslie    KirkKirkKirkKirk Campbell Campbell Campbell Campbell. Proofreading by . Proofreading by . Proofreading by . Proofreading by 
Caroline Pincus.Caroline Pincus.Caroline Pincus.Caroline Pincus. 

Wed. Apr. 5 Thur. Apr. 6 Fri. Apr. 7 Sat Apr. 8  

     

Mon. Apr. 10 Tue. Apr. 11 Wed. Apr. 12 Thur. Apr. 13 Fri. Apr. 14 Sat Apr. 15 

S P R I N G  B R E A K — N O  S C H O O L  

Mon. Apr. 17 Tue. Apr. 18 Wed. Apr. 19 Thur. Apr. 20 Fri. Apr. 21 Sat Apr. 22 

 

SSC Meeting 
6:30-8pm 

  
 

Gazette Deadline, 1pm School Spirit Day— 
Dress as favorite book 

character 

Gardening 10am-noon 
Barnes and Noble 

Fundraiser, 10am-6pm 

 Mon. Apr. 24 Tue. Apr. 25 Wed. Apr. 26 Thur. Apr. 27 Fri. Apr. 28 Sat Apr. 29 

  ELAC Meeting 
5:30pm 

Next Gazette Issue  Parent-Principal Chat 
8:15-9am Room 109 

 


