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Saturday, May 6, Is 
Spring Festival 
Don’t miss this fun festival, with 
so much to offer for both kids 
and adults! 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. See 
below for details about the event. 

Class Projects Featured at Festival Auction 
By Gina Cicciarelli 
Our room parents have been working very hard with the teachers 
and kids to create some great baskets and projects for our Silent 
Auction at the Spring Festival, Saturday, May 6. There will be a 
mosaic table, a couple of quilts, some framed artwork, a gym bag 
filled with sports related items, a kids’ cooking basket, and much 
more. Please stop by the Auction and check them out!  

Below: Quilt made by Ms Vezinaw’s class. 

 

Festival Raffle: Keep Selling Those Tickets 
By Frannie Roche, PTA Fundraising 

Thanks to everyone who has already sold the tickets that you 
received last month. So far, we have raised over $1,000. Don’t 
forget to drop off your sold tickets and money into the PTA mailbox 
located in the office. You may also bring your sold tickets to the 
Festival, or buy them on the day of. 

There are more tickets in the Parent Room. Taking more does not 
commit you to selling all of them, but if you don’t have them, you 
can’t sell them! Remember, 100% of the proceeds go to support 
our well-loved programs. Almost everyone you ask will be willing to 
donate $2 to help, and then maybe they’ll even win a trip to 
Hawaii. You can’t beat that!! Additional prizes have been added to 
the booty—more details to come.  

If you can't get to school to pick up more tickets, please contact 
Frannie Roche at froche@earthlink.net or 566-6124 to make 
arrangements. 

Friday, Apr. 28, Is Parent-Principal Chat 
Join us on Friday, Apr. 28, in room 109 (MEEP), from 
8:15 to 9:00 a.m. Hear from Ms. Parrott, meet other 
parents, and have your questions answered. 
Refreshments served. Younger kids are welcome. 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Tuesday, May 2, Is Next PTA Meeting  
Vote on next year’s board of PTA officers. See page 8 Vote on next year’s board of PTA officers. See page 8 Vote on next year’s board of PTA officers. See page 8 Vote on next year’s board of PTA officers. See page 8 
for more informationfor more informationfor more informationfor more information. 
6:30 to 8 p.m. in the library (snacks and chat at 6:15).  
This is a prime opportunity to find out what is 
happening in the Miraloma community, hear about 
opportunities to help out, and meet and socialize with 
other parents. Last general meeting of the school year.Last general meeting of the school year.Last general meeting of the school year.Last general meeting of the school year.    

Parents of next year’s kindergarteners are welcome. 
__________________________________________________________ 

URGENT: URGENT: URGENT: URGENT: Festival Games Need You—For 
Just an Hour! 
By Stacy Moore 

The centerpiece of 
our Spring Festival is 
the games, where all 
kids can play, have 
fun, and win prizes.  

But this doesn’t But this doesn’t But this doesn’t But this doesn’t 
happen without your happen without your happen without your happen without your 
help! help! help! help!     

Many volunteers have 
already signed up for 
one-hour shifts at the 
booths but there are many spaces still open. We need you. One many spaces still open. We need you. One many spaces still open. We need you. One many spaces still open. We need you. One 
hour of your time is all it takeshour of your time is all it takeshour of your time is all it takeshour of your time is all it takes to keep the games running for the 
kids during the festival. Please contact Stacy Moore 
stacy@walstads.net or 824-6189. 

Spring Festival: Bring Your Friends, Too 
By Sharon Gillenwater 

The Spring Festival is a great way to introduce friends, 
neighbors and family to Miraloma! Help support this great 
community event by inviting people you know to come and enjoy 
food, entertainment and family fun. Your kids will be proud to host 
friends and family on their home turf and show off their school. 
Spread the word! 

Festival Talent: Great Entertainment for All 
By Jeff Kaliss 

The inaugural Parent Talent Show earlier this year was evidence of 
the School’s genetic predisposition towards music. The Spring 
Festival will serve as another such showcase, with parent-packed 
ensembles Playdate and The Jakes performing at the far end of the 
yard.  

Playdate pumps out classic and kid-friendly rock from noon to 
12:45 p.m., and The Jakes get rootsy with blues, R&B, and 
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danceable jazz from 1:15 to 2 p.m. The music will be presaged by 
last year’s favorite juggler Adam Zimman, tossing flames and odd 
objects near the games area from 11:30 a.m. to noon.  

Festival Bake Sale: 
Bake Us a Cake! 
By Maria Mraz Humpheys 

If you like to bake, please spend 
some time on Friday, May 5, 
baking for the Spring Festival. 
We welcome all types of baked 
goods to help raise money for 
Miraloma —cupcakes, cookies, 
brownies, cakes, fancy breads—
whatever you like. We also need 
volunteers to work a shift on the 
day of the bake sale.  

Let me know if you can spare just an hour between the hours of 11 
a.m. and 3 p.m. Contact Maria at mmraz@mindspring.com or 415-
994-3025 with any questions. 

Festival Auction: Great Items, Hot Deals 
By Caroline Cory 

The auction committee is gathering many wonderful items for the 
community to bid on. Some of the items to make sure that you see 
are: A quilt made by Ms. Vezinaw's class; A quilt made by Kelley 
Lehman's class; jewelry made by parents Jane Austin, Lara 
Karchmer, Mary Kecskemeti, and others. And much more. There 
are many gift certificates for parent services, restaurants, 
museums, car detailing, summer camps, etc. The school 
community is your community and we have tried hard to get things 
that you want and need. 

For those of you donating, we are ready to take all of your tangible 
items. Last chance is this Friday, Apr. 28, just after morning drop-
off. Please bring your items at that time to the boiler room at the 
bottom of the north stairs (near cafeteria). We need the following 
information for each item: Value of item, who made it or where it 
came from, your name, and your telephone number. 

If you have an item too large to carry, please contact John 
Sovereign at jsovereign@mac.com or call 333-5995, to arrange a 
pickup time. Please do not wait until the last minute to drop off 
your items. We may not be able to include items that come in too 
late. 

Festival Food: More Delicious Choices 
By Linda Kahrau-Rodriguez 

This year there will be lots of exciting and delicious food at the 
Spring Festival. We have included a varied menu for everyone -- 
vegetarians and meat eaters 
alike. We who are preparing the 
Festival’s food this year are sure 
that you will be pleased with the 
many choices. Come and get it! 

Featured Staff Member 
Interview by Amy O’Hair 

NameNameNameName: Bessy Proctor 

Years at MiralomaYears at MiralomaYears at MiralomaYears at Miraloma: This is my 
second year. 

What she doesWhat she doesWhat she doesWhat she does: I am a Special 
Education Inclusion 
Paraprofessional. I work one-on-
one with students who need a 
little extra help during the day, 
as well as the other students in 
the classroom. Some students 
with special needs are 

mainstreamed into general education classrooms, yet they still 
need some extra help. It's my job to assist them with both their 
academic work and their social skills. 

During the day, I visit some of the second-, third-, and fourth-grade 
classrooms, as well as working on the yard during recess. Twice a 
week I run little social-skills groups during lunch. There, through 
art, games, conversation, and role-playing, we work in an informal 
way on interactive skills. 

What she enjoys about MiralomaWhat she enjoys about MiralomaWhat she enjoys about MiralomaWhat she enjoys about Miraloma: I love the kids' exuberance. I love 
it when they understand something, when the light bulb goes on. I 
love it when the kids are funny.  

I love the staff. I'm treated with a lot of respect here---I really 
appreciate that. 

A special memory from her student daysA special memory from her student daysA special memory from her student daysA special memory from her student days: I really loved my fourth-
grade teacher. She was funny! She said silly things-like "Okey 
dokey hokey smoky." My parents were both English majors-I did 
learn proper English-but this teacher showed me playfulness. She 
also taught bellydancing at the Y, and I thought that was so exotic! 

Other interestsOther interestsOther interestsOther interests: I am a mother. My daughters go to Lowell and 
Hoover, andthe youngest will attend SOTA [School of the Arts, a 
nearby public high school] for visual arts next year. I'm an artist. I 
love to sew, cook, and bake, and read historical fiction and books 
about homeopathy. I swim, and do yoga with Jane [Austin] at 
Miraloma.  

I take classes at City College, one at a time. Right now I'm taking 
"Women in American History." And I love to dance. I take swing 
dancing—my husband and I are lindy-hoppers. Sometimes we see 
Miraloma families at Golden Gate Park on Sundays. 

What I really love to do is teach art. Occasionally I work at the 
Randall Museum, and this summer I will be teaching eight- to nine-
year-olds art in the mornings at summer camp for two weeks 
starting July 24. The theme will be "Mythical Creatures."  

Featured Volunteer 
Interview by Rebecca Hilario 

NameNameNameName: Frannie Roche 

Number of children at MiralomaNumber of children at MiralomaNumber of children at MiralomaNumber of children at Miraloma: 
I have a first grader, Sam 
Mitrani, in Ms. Mow’s class. 

Years as a Miraloma parentYears as a Miraloma parentYears as a Miraloma parentYears as a Miraloma parent: Two 

Favorite thing about MiralomaFavorite thing about MiralomaFavorite thing about MiralomaFavorite thing about Miraloma: 
When we were touring schools, 
from almost the minute that we 
stepped in the door my husband 
and I had a great feeling about 
Miraloma. The building is 
beautiful, spacious and 
welcoming, just like the schools 
that we went to as children. 

There is so much that I love 
about Miraloma, but the first thing that comes to mind is that 
everyone greets each other, even if you don’t know them 
personally. I believe that this captures the spirit of the school—that 
everyone is welcome and that we are proud of our teachers, our 
students, and the incredible work everyone is doing here. This spirit 
is contagious and makes contributing my part so enjoyable. Since 
we don't have family in the area, in many ways Miraloma is our 
family.  

How she volunteers at MiralomaHow she volunteers at MiralomaHow she volunteers at MiralomaHow she volunteers at Miraloma: I volunteer in my son’s class—
gardening is my favorite part. I also am on the PTA Board, in charge 
of fundraising. In this position, I get to experience first-hand all the 
work our community has done to ensure that our children get the 
quality education that they deserve.  

Any advice to new volunteersAny advice to new volunteersAny advice to new volunteersAny advice to new volunteers: I remember going to the first PTA 
meeting and seeing the walls papered with committees asking for 
my help. It was so overwhelming! It took a little while, but once I 
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learned more about the various things happening at Miraloma, I 
found what I like to do best.  

At first glance, being on a committee or contributing seems like it 
would require a lot of time, but even someone who has a half-hour 
a month can make a difference. There is so much going on behind 
the scenes, things you can do without having to be available during 
school hours. So, if you don’t know how you can help, just ask 
someone and you’ll be certain to be put into action.  

Other interestsOther interestsOther interestsOther interests: When I am not at Miraloma or working, I love to be 
outside with my family. We love to explore our wonderful city, take 
day trips and spend time with friends. I love to read and exercise, 
but there never seems to be enough time to do as much as I would 
like. 

Are you interested in volunteering but don’t know where to start? 
Contact Katie Handelman, volunteer coordinator, at 920-9593 or 
poppy3@jps.net.  

 

K.A.S.P.E.R Afterschool Program 
By Christine Linder 

K.A.S.P.E.R., the Kids After-School Program Extremely Rad, is a free 
afterschool learning program administered by the district’s School 
Health Programs Department. Although initially the program 
worked only with students performing below the 40th percentile in 
one or more subjects, K.A.S.P.E.R. is now open to all students, 
while still giving priority to those most in need of academic 
assistance. K.A.S.P.E.R. currently serves 62 students. Its goals are 
to improve literacy skill levels, as well as overall academic 
performance, and to strengthen students’ social skills.  

K.A.S.P.E.R. has a fulltime staff of three: Jonathan Stewart, John 
Green, and Marisa Palomares. Jonathan is the site coordinator. 
Prior to becoming site coordinator, Jonathan was a tutor in 
K.A.S.P.E.R. for four years. John and Marisa are K.A.S.P.E.R.’s 
current tutors and have been with the program for two years. They 
are also both full-time students, he at San Francisco State, where 
he intends to major in Developmental Psychology and she at City 
College, where she majors in fashion design. 

Two adjunct teachers, Christine Linder (formerly known as Christine 
Hereford) and Coriander Meleious, also work with K.A.S.P.E.R. Prior 
to taking time off to raise her son, Coriander was the site 
coordinator at K.A.S.P.E.R., and she now teaches art to the 
students on Fridays. Christine, who was a fifth-grade teacher at 
Miraloma before also taking time off to raise her son, wears two 
hats. She is the Lead Teacher, providing professional development, 
modeling, and support for program staff. She is also responsible 
for assessing the reading levels and needs of 25 students and 
then designing Literacy Improvement Plans for them. In addition, 
Christine provides one-on-one or small group tutoring to students 
selected by Miraloma teachers. 

On a typical day, students will engage in a Tribes activity to build 
community and improve social skills and then work on academics, 
both in a group and in one-on-one tutoring. Time permitting, they 
have outdoor time, too. As of this March, in association with MEEP. 
(Miraloma Educational Enrichment Program), the kids can now 
participate in various enrichment activities such as chorus, soccer, 
and karate as well.  

We are very proud of the K.A.S.P.E.R. program and welcome your 
questions and/or visits.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Room 105 Plays With The Qualities Of Wet Paint 
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Getting Their Teeth into Science: K1 and Room 
112 Learn What’s Behind the Daily Brush 
Ms. Howard’s kindergarteners and Ms. Huang’s first graders 
recently did a multi-faceted science experiment. 

Ms. Huang writes: Ms. Huang writes: Ms. Huang writes: Ms. Huang writes: This is the second year that K1 and Room 
112 have teamed up for the STAT [Scientist/Teacher Action 
Team] program, where UCSF scientists come to teach 
lessons in our classrooms as part of their Science Education 
Partnership's program. 

This year, we decided to focus on dental hygiene. Our 
students made predictions and observed how different 
foods affect our teeth. We also soaked a tooth in Coke for 
14 days! The tooth turned completely dark brown and bits 
and pieces came off. 

For the culminating lesson, students had a chance to test 
and even make their own toothpaste. The unit was 
extremely successful and tasty. 

Ms. Howard adds: Ms. Howard adds: Ms. Howard adds: Ms. Howard adds: I plan to extend this unit about teeth to 
include all of the kindergarten classes. Look for our display 
at the science fair!  

 

Room K1 Kindergarteners in action:Room K1 Kindergarteners in action:Room K1 Kindergarteners in action:Room K1 Kindergarteners in action:    

 

Measuring ingredients, making toothpaste. 

 

 

Testing various flavors. 

 

 

Making evaluations. 

 

 

Teeth, sized for up close study. 

 

 

Getting the hang of the circular motion. 
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    Room 112 first graders atRoom 112 first graders atRoom 112 first graders atRoom 112 first graders at work: work: work: work:    

 

 

Checking the formula for the amount of each ingredient. 

 

 

Measuring the calcium carbonate. 

 

 

Getting some help from Ms. Huang. 

  

Measuring by drops.   Learning about tongue care. 

 

 

Tooth care, writ large. 

 

 

Making toothpaste, with careful formulation. 

 

What’s Sprouting in the Garden  
By Suzi Palladino, Gardening Educator 

Well, after a month and a half of rain we have been blessed with 
some beautiful days of bright sunshine to warm the earth and bring 
life to our wonderful Miraloma garden. It was very exciting to step 
foot in the garden on Tuesday morning and see flowers in bloom, 
sun beams glistening off of shiny chard leaves, and a prime 
opportunity to get some dirt under my nails. And that is exactly 
what I did and hope to do from now until the end of the school 



Miraloma Gazette / Apr. 26, 2006 6 

[Garden News, cont’d][Garden News, cont’d][Garden News, cont’d][Garden News, cont’d]    year. I invite all of you come to the garden 
anytime, ask questions, and get a little dirt under your nails, too!!  

Last month I moved on (but not in my heart!) from the sweet 
kindergarteners and first and second graders to the upper grades, 
The third, fourth, and fifth graders are a pleasure to work with and I 
am always inspired by their curious minds. Those weeks of rain 
were a real challenge, but I managed to bring the garden to the 
classrooms as well as I could. In celebration of the sun and in 
preparation for Earth Day on April 22, we worked on making 
mandalas to represent our school garden. Each class, as a group, 
created a mandala reflecting the colors, the shapes, patterns, and 
purpose of the plants and flowers growing in our garden, and the 
feelings one may feel while working in the school garden. It was a 
fun project and ultimately I hope to have each class recreate their 
mandala on a stepping-stone to leave behind as a gift for all who 
walk through our well-loved corner of the earth!  

Last but not least, be sure to check out the community garden and 
art space we’ve created at the front entrance of the school. This 
garden is for all of us, so please feel free to plant or make creative 
additions. We have already had several gift plantings as well as the 
donation of a beautiful sign constructed by Catherine Sparacino. 
Thank you all for your support, kind donations, and love. It is 
magical what we can create together 

Suzi can be reached at suzi.palladino@gmail.com. 

Out of the Rain, Into the Garden 

 

Finally, a spot of sun! Above: Suzi Palladino, our garden instructor 
(center right) got out on a rare dry day recently with third graders 
from Mrs. Jabbar’s class in room 101.  

Progress on Kindergarten Yard 

Over the Spring Break, workers laid a new blacktop surface on the 
kindergarten yard, in preparation for the coming play structure. 
Stay tuned for further developments! 

Room 102 Finds the Symmetry in Nature 
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Still Life From Different Angles, in Room 103 

 

  

 
Room 112 Captures the Grace of Flowers 

  

  

  
Room 14 Turns Scribbles into Art 
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PTA Board Nominations for 2006-2007 
The Nominating Committee for the PTA officers for next year have 
completed their work. The slate was announced at the April PTA 
meeting. The election takes place at the May PTA meeting, on 
Tuesday, May 2, 6:30 p.m. Nominations from the floor can be 
taken at that time, as well. Here’s the slate:  

President: President: President: President: Frannie Roche 

TreasurerTreasurerTreasurerTreasurer: [Yet to be determined] 

Secretary: Secretary: Secretary: Secretary: Maria Mraz 

VVVVice President, Membership: ice President, Membership: ice President, Membership: ice President, Membership: Rebecca Hilario 

Vice President, Programs: Vice President, Programs: Vice President, Programs: Vice President, Programs: Seth Affoumado 

Vice President, Fundraising: Vice President, Fundraising: Vice President, Fundraising: Vice President, Fundraising: Ann Moses 

Volunteer Coordinator: Volunteer Coordinator: Volunteer Coordinator: Volunteer Coordinator: Gina Cicciarelli 

Historian: Historian: Historian: Historian: Kelly Melendez 

Auditor: Auditor: Auditor: Auditor: Dena Anderson 

Parliamentarian: Parliamentarian: Parliamentarian: Parliamentarian: [appointed by new president] 

Many thanks to the hard work of the PTA Nominating Committee: 
Caroline Pincus (committee chair), Seth Affoumado, Sharon 
Gillenwater, Laurrie Petrelli, and Sue Schechter—and thanks to 
Tala Hartsough for getting the ball rolling. 

Barnes & Noble Fundraiser Rescheduled 

By Frannie Roche, PTA Fundraising 

Our annual Barnes & Noble Fundraiser has been 
rescheduled for Sunday, May 21Sunday, May 21Sunday, May 21Sunday, May 21, at the Colma Barnes 
& Noble. Come shop anytime between 10 a.m. and 6 
p.m. on that day, and earn money for our school 
library. Miraloma's proceeds depend on the total 
amount of books purchased but vary from 10 to 15% 
of sales. Be sure to mention Miraloma School when 
you pay for your books. 

Catherine Sparacino, our awesome parent-librarian 
has promised to put together summer reading lists for 
each grade that we can bring with us when we shop. 
She says there are some great sequels due out this 
spring. Miraloma parent Julie Clark, who works at the 
store, will make sure that plenty of these books are on 
hand.  

Catherine will also have books on display there that 
she feels would be great for our library, and if you 
would like, you can purchase them for Miraloma. 
Catherine tells us that some of the most popular 
books in the library this year were ones purchased at 
this fundraiser last spring.  

And word has it that a special guest will be coming to the store to 
read a story!  

Finally, Julie can order any book you want. All you have to do is let 
her know what it is and then be sure to come purchase it on the 
21st. Special orders take 2-3 weeks, so start thinking now. Contact 
her at Oregonclark4@aol.com or 584-3264. 

Art Committee Meeting, Monday, May 1 

Join other parents and teachers working to promote arts education 

at Miraloma. 6:30 to 8 p.m., in the Library. 

Join the Miraloma Email Listserve  
The listserve is a venue for school-related and community 
announcements. Subscribing is easy to do. Send a blank email to: 
miralomaschoolmiralomaschoolmiralomaschoolmiralomaschool----subscribe@ysubscribe@ysubscribe@ysubscribe@yahoogroups.com ahoogroups.com ahoogroups.com ahoogroups.com and simply follow 
the instructions you receive in the email reply. Or visit the website 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/miralomaschool/http://groups.yahoo.com/group/miralomaschool/http://groups.yahoo.com/group/miralomaschool/http://groups.yahoo.com/group/miralomaschool/    
and follow the instructions for becoming a member of our Yahoo 
group.  

Once you are signed up, you will be able to post and receive 
announcements, and access old postings to the listserve, as well 
as upload and download photos and files from the listserve 
website.  

Questions? Contact Andrew Keeler at ak@keelerkom.com, listserve 
moderator. 

Complete Scrip List on Our Website 
Scrip is a nearly effortless way to raise money for the school, in 
support of our academic programs. Many different companies and 
stores participate. Visit the Miraloma School website 

(www.miralomasf.comwww.miralomasf.comwww.miralomasf.comwww.miralomasf.com) and click 
"Fundraising." There you'll find a 
comprehensive list of scrip programs that 
benefit Miraloma. 

 

Seen in the Office  

Jim Pohl, father of kindergartener 
Angelica, catches a few pages with his 
son, Devin, a future Miraloman. 

 

Parents’ Corner 
The Rich Family is happily settled in their 
new home in Arizona. Please write them 
at: 11233 East Laurel Lane, Scottsdale, 
AZ 85259 or claymama@earthlink.net. 

 
_________________________________    

SuSuSuSubmissions. bmissions. bmissions. bmissions. The Gazette welcomes 
submissions from all members of the 

community. The next deadline is Thursday, May 4, 1 p.m. The next 
issue is Wednesday, May 10. Submissions are subject to approval 
by the school administration. Contact Amy O’Hair, editor, at 
amy@ohair-sherman.com or 334-5154.  

Photos by Paul Korntheuer, Wandaline Perelli, and Amy O’Hair. Photos by Paul Korntheuer, Wandaline Perelli, and Amy O’Hair. Photos by Paul Korntheuer, Wandaline Perelli, and Amy O’Hair. Photos by Paul Korntheuer, Wandaline Perelli, and Amy O’Hair.     

Proofreading by Caroline Pincus. Proofreading by Caroline Pincus. Proofreading by Caroline Pincus. Proofreading by Caroline Pincus.     

Wed. Apr. 26 Thur. Apr. 27 Fri. Apr. 28 Sat Apr. 29  

  Parent-Principal Chat 
8:15-9am Room 109 

 

Mon. May 1 Tue. May 2 Wed. May 3 Thur. May 4 Fri. May 5 Sat May 6  

Art Committee Meeting 
6:30-8pm, Library 

PTA Meeting 
6:30-8pm 

 
 

Gazette Deadline, 1pm  Spring Festival! 
Games! Auction! Raffle! 

11am-3pm 

 Mon. May 8 Tue. May 9 Wed. May 10 Thur. May 11 Fri. May 12 Sat May 13 

   Next Gazette Issue    


