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Tuesday, May 23, Is Open House 
5:30 p.m., Light Dinner 

6:30 to 7:30 p.m., Visit Classrooms 

Noche informativa para las familNoche informativa para las familNoche informativa para las familNoche informativa para las familiasiasiasias    
Martes 23 de mayo—5:30-7:30 p.m. 

5555 23232323 ，，，， 家家家家 ， 

5 30 7 30  

Miraloma School Site Council (SSC) 
Meets Monday, May 15 
From 6:30 to 8 p.m. in the library. Last meeting of the 
school year. 

Sesiones del Comité Directivo de la Escuela  
Lunes, De Mayo El 15, de las 6:30 a las 8:00 PM en la biblioteca.  

校決 （SSCSSCSSCSSC）    5 15  

， 6 30 8 ， 校 館舉  

_______________________________________________________________ 

Barnes & Noble Fundraiser, Sunday, May 21 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. at the Colma Barnes & Noble. Support our 
Library!  

____________________________________________________________ 

Sport4Kids News 

By Andrea Naugle, Sports4Kids Coach 

The Sports4Kids afterschool program began in October 2005, and 
runs from 2-4:45 p.m., Monday though Thursday. This program is 
open to 20 fourth and fifth graders, and is free of charge. The main 
focus is teaching kids sports skills and sportsmanship in a fun 
environment. The program includes homework help and snack.  

Mondays we go to Sandy Park and the big grassy field. This gives 
the kids a chance to experience sports on a real field. We play 
many games, including capture the flag, Dr. dodge ball, baseball, 
soccer, kickball, tagging games, basketball, and jump rope. The 
goal is to teach the students that it’s more important to have fun 
than to win. There is a group point system that the entire group has 
to earn. This emphasizes working together as a team. 

When a certain number of points are earned, the kids vote on what 
type of party they want to have, and plan it out. Last week we had 
an ice cream party, and they even made the parents thank-you 
notes. We also have an individual point system called ball store. 
This is held once every two weeks, and results small prizes. With 
only a few weeks left of afterschool program, they are trying to earn 
some wet, wacky water games!  

When we asked recently “What do you like about Sports4Kids after “What do you like about Sports4Kids after “What do you like about Sports4Kids after “What do you like about Sports4Kids after 
school?”school?”school?”school?” these were some of their answers: 

Allyx:Allyx:Allyx:Allyx: " I loved when we had the ice cream party. We got yummy ice 
cream with chocolate syrup."  

DeborahDeborahDeborahDeborah: "I like playing sports especially dodge ball and capture 
the flag."  

LeahLeahLeahLeah: "I love to be able to jump around and be a wacko, I like to be 
myself with all my friends."  

SophiaSophiaSophiaSophia: "I love to see my friends after school, and I get to play 
sports with them. We even got to listen to music one day at 
homework time." 

 

Principal’s Corner 
Parents, Guardians, Staff, and Students, 

Our testing is complete for 2005–2006! Thanks for your help in 
making sure your children had plenty of rest and healthy meals. Your 
best efforts resulted in students being ON TIME each day. We hope 
you continue in these efforts because lately your children have been 
more focused, ready to learn, confident, and have more positive 
attitudes. 

We have a new Family Evening event May 23rd - "Open House." 
Students and teachers will display their best work and projects from 
throughout the school year. After enjoying a light dinner in the 
cafeteria from 5:30-6:30, feel free to visit your children's classrooms 
and tour the other classrooms as well. In addition, students will display 
their Science projects in the hallways so you will have an "up-close" 
look. We hope you will join us in this end-of-the-year celebration! 

–Marcia Parrott, Principal    

Featured Staff Member 
Interview by Sue Schechter 

NameNameNameName: Jennifer Shivers 

Years at MiralomaYears at MiralomaYears at MiralomaYears at Miraloma: I have been 
at Miraloma for approximately 
2-1/2 years. I began teaching 
at Miraloma as a second grade 
long-term sub. From there, I 
moved to New Traditions to 
finish off the school year as a 
kindergarten/first-grade 
combination class teacher. The 
following year I returned to 
Miraloma to teach the first-
/second-grade combination 
class. Now, I am teaching the 
second-grade students in 
Room 100.  

What she doesWhat she doesWhat she doesWhat she does: Besides teaching a wonderful group of second 
graders, I am a voting member of the School Site Council. I 
coordinate and organize the Student Talent Show. I am also the 
coordinator for the Instructional Improvement Committee—an SSC 
committee looking at what we are teaching in the classrooms and 
how we can improve our instructional strategies to reach the needs 
of all students.  

I have always known that I wanted to work with children. Working 
with students in a school setting seemed to be the natural path for 
me to follow. I completely enjoy guiding, encouraging, and 
challenging students as they progress through educational 
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[Featured Staff Member, cont[Featured Staff Member, cont[Featured Staff Member, cont[Featured Staff Member, cont’’’’d]d]d]d]  experiences. I especially like the 
primary grades (kindergarten through second grade) because 
students experience the world with their senses. For children at 
these ages, seeing the tiniest little butterfly can be the greatest, 
most fascinating, wonder they have ever seen. Imagine what our 
world would be like if we could all get that same type of 
appreciation and enjoyment out of the simple things in life!  

What she likes about MiralomaWhat she likes about MiralomaWhat she likes about MiralomaWhat she likes about Miraloma: I love the environment! Miraloma 
has a great spirit about it. When you walk into this school, you feel 
the positive energy, the comradeship, and the joy. We have great 
students, staff members and parents. The school is very inviting to 
people from all walks of life, and I like that the mission is not just 
about academics and test scores, but exposing students to the arts 
and cultures of the world in order to help develop respectful, well-
rounded children.  

A special memory from her school daysA special memory from her school daysA special memory from her school daysA special memory from her school days: I remember my second-
grade teacher who read Roald Dahl’s The Witches out loud to the 
class. She was an incredible reader, who put her entire energy into 
reading with expression and detail. While she read the description 
of what a witch looks like, she flared her nostrils, wiggled her hair 
like it was a wig, and allowed saliva to come out of her mouth 
(which we were certain was green).  

Other interestsOther interestsOther interestsOther interests: I like soccer, skiing, backpacking, hiking, and 
camping. I like listening to all kinds of music, including but not 
limited to instrumental, world music, and dance music. My favorite 
hiking trail in the Bay Area stretches from Mt. Tam to Stinson 
Beach. 

Featured Volunteer 
Interview by Leslie Kirk 
Campbell 

 NameNameNameName: Valerie Fachman 

Children at MiralomaChildren at MiralomaChildren at MiralomaChildren at Miraloma: Ella 
Miranda Baker, first grade 
in Ms. Mow’s class. 

How do you volunteer?How do you volunteer?How do you volunteer?How do you volunteer? Last 
year I volunteered in the 
library on Mondays. I read 
to my daughter’s class and 
then to all the other classes 
that had library time on 
Mondays. I learned how to 
check out books on our 
system and to shelve them 
properly. I volunteered in my daughter’s classroom on Fridays, 
which included sing-a-long. When Becca was absent I got to lead 
sing-a-long with Jeff Kaliss accompanying me on guitar or piano.  

For the past two years, I have co-chaired the Read-a-thon. The first 
year we had a caterpillar out in the hall. This year we had a 
Reading Rainbow that was labor-intensive to put up and which 
almost no one even saw! Next year it will be different—we’re 
already brainstorming ideas. You’ll see me at the Spring Festival. 
I’ll be face painting and helping out with the art cart. I spend every 
Monday morning in my daughter’s classroom doing literacy 
tutoring, preparing snacks and homework bags, and helping out 
with whatever needs to be done. I also chaperone on field trips. 

What do you love about volunteering?What do you love about volunteering?What do you love about volunteering?What do you love about volunteering? This year I miss being in the 
library on Mondays. I’d see kids from many classrooms. They knew 
my name. I loved that connection! My daughter would see me 
communicating with kids of different ages and ask me, “Who’s 
that?” So I would introduce them. Now my daughter is way more 
comfortable with the older kids because she knows they’re my 
friends. I also loved leading sing-alongs. The kids are so 
appreciative. I loved playing off of Jeff Kaliss. We were like a 
comedy act. And a few of the girls in the front row were amazing. 
They could out-sing me! 

What is your favorite volunteer memory?What is your favorite volunteer memory?What is your favorite volunteer memory?What is your favorite volunteer memory? Last year, I helped my 
daughter’s kindergarten class make a large papier-mâché 
snowman to submit to the Youth Arts Festival. All three K classes 
built one. They designed pointy hats for them, planned to put a big 
“K” on each hat (K for kindergarten) and line them up in a row. The 
result: three white figures in pointy hats with “KKK” on them. It 
wasn’t easy to figure out how to tell them that this would not be 
such a great idea.  

Other Other Other Other interests:interests:interests:interests: Call me a renaissance woman, a jack-of-all-trades. 
My husband and I recently resurrected a “ma-and-pa” theater 
company we’re calling PUS. I love to draw with my daughter. I write 
poetry and I’m taking piano so I can set my melody lines to chord 
progressions. I like to ride my bike. SF is a great place for it. I do 
yoga for my health, and I’m currently in training to be a personal 
sports trainer. 

Are you interested in volunteering but don’t know where to start? 
Contact Katie Handelman, volunteer coordinator, at 920-9593 or 
poppy3@jps.net. 

 

About the MEEP Afterschool Program 
By Armen Dilanchian, MEEP Executive Director 

 Miraloma Educational Enrichment Program (MEEP) has been 
working to continue to introduce new classes for our children, but 
also the entire student body at Miraloma. Some of these classes 
include martial play (Karate), music, and foreign languages. In the 
past MEEP offered Italian and Spanish, however this year our two 
language classes have been Mandarin and Spanish. Students and 
staff look forward to the continued success of our programs for 
years to come. 

We are very proud of the fact that we have been working closely 
with the Miraloma teachers to evaluate, examine and strengthen 
the academic portion of our program. I am happy to say that 
several teachers at Miraloma have been tutoring with our students 
on a one-on-one basis. Collaboration with Ms. Kay Kirman (fifth-
grade teacher) has lead to weekly sessions on reading and math 
skills as well as academically challenging enrichment activities. Ms. 
Jennifer Shivers (second-grade teacher) will work with us during our 
summer camp program from August 14 through August 25. This 
will be the second year Ms. Shivers has worked with MEEP, and we 
are delighted to have her.  

Our vision for the 2006Our vision for the 2006Our vision for the 2006Our vision for the 2006/2007 academic year is as follows/2007 academic year is as follows/2007 academic year is as follows/2007 academic year is as follows: 

▪ Continue to work closely with Miraloma administrators and 
teachers. 

▪ Develop a MEEP scholarship fund. 

▪ Introduce new programs that are cost effective and open to the 
entire Miraloma community. 

▪ Continue summer camp at Miraloma. 

▪ Collaborate with San Francisco State University, University of San 
Francisco, New College, and Stanford to invite top experts in the 
field of education to discuss the latest research and techniques. 

▪ Continue to communicate closely with Miraloma parents through 
our web site, newsletters, and conferences. 

▪ Introduce a solid Mandarin program and continue the Spanish 
classes. 

▪ Introduce computer technology. 

MEEP is estimating approximately 85 to 100 students for the 
upcoming academic year and 120-140 for the 2007/2008 
academic year. We are all working for the common good of 
Miraloma and the support we have received from the school and 
our parents has been much appreciated by everyone involved with 
the success of MEEP.  

MEEP hours of operation are 1:50 to 6:30 p.m. The cost is 
$400/month with $150 deposit. 
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Room 12 Gets Fractional 
Mr. Lubic’s fourth graders are coming at fractions from different 
angles. Mr. Lubic writes: 

Students in Room 12 have been working with fractions and 
geoboards. They have created fractional representations of 
1/2, 1/4, 1/8, 1/16 on these geoboards. The geoboard 
equals one unit. The unit is then divided into equal pieces, 
which are a fraction of the whole.  

The vast variety of patterns they’ve come up with results 
from the fact that the pieces need only be of equal size but 
not necessarily of congruent shape.  

Students are also working with "fraction kits," which are 
strips of paper divided into fractional parts. They have used 
the fraction kits to create a "sentence" of fractions that 
equals one unit and then draw a representation of the 
"sentence" on a single geoboard. Last week, they worked 
with 1/3, 1/6, and 1/12, a slightly bigger geoboard, along 
with 1/2, 1/4, 1/8, and 1/16, and investigated how all 
these fractions relate to one another. 

  

 

 
Art Cart News 
By Kristin Silverman 

The Center for the Book recently visited Mr. Lubic's fourth-grade 
class for a fun and informative workshop. The kids created some 
terrific pop-up books. The books are one of the project ideas 
available on the bookmaking cart along with origami and zip lock 
bag books. 
The Center for the Book will be visiting Ms. Kirman’s fifth-grade 
class at 10:30 a.m. on Monday, May 15. Parent volunteers are 
encouraged to attend. Having volunteers in the classroom really 
helps the kids get the most out of this project. 

Spring Festival—Fun for Families, Cash for Programs 
News about this event last Saturday, in the next issue of the Gazette! 
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Room 12 Goes to Slide Ranch—Overnight! 
By Tali Baruch 

Thursday, April 20, wasn't a regular morning for Ms. Kirman's fifth 
graders. Instead of school backpacks loaded with heavy books, the 
kids carried a medley of sleeping bags, tents, food boxes and flash 
lights. For two days, Room 10 relocated to Slide Ranch, a self-
sustained organic farm gracefully situated on a cliff overlooking 
Muir Beach.  

Check out parent Amos Baruch's gigantic poster telling the tale—it's 
hanging by the office. To learn more about the farm visit 
www.slideranch.org. 

 
Lunch tastes better in the great outdoors—with your friends. 
 

 
A chance to hold the baby goats. 
__________________________________________________________ 

SubmissionSubmissionSubmissionSubmissions. s. s. s. The Gazette welcomes submissions from all 
members of the community. The next deadline is Thursday, May 
18, 1 p.m. The next issue is Wednesday, May 24. Submissions are 
subject to approval by the school administration. Contact Amy 
O’Hair, editor, at amy@ohair-sherman.com or 334-5154. 

Kindergarten Play Structure Is Coming Together 
With the hard work of the team from San Francisco Conservation 
Corps, pictured below. 

 

 

Lost—But Not 
Yet Found!  

Please take a 
moment to check the 
Lost and Found in the 
cafeteria for your 
child’s lost 
belongings. The Open 
House on May 23 
would be a great time 
to reunite with these 
long-lost friends. 
 

____________________ 
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Wed. May 10 Thur. May 11 Fri. May 12 Sat May 13 Sunday, May 21, is Barnes & Noble Fundraiser 
Colma Store, 10am to 6pm      

Mon. May 15 Tue. May 16 Wed. May 17 Thur. May 18 Fri. May 19 Sat May 20  

SSC Meeting 
6:30-8pm 

 Staff Appreciation 
Luncheon, 11:30 

 

Gazette Deadline, 
1pm 

School Spirit Day— 
Backwards Day!! 

Incoming Families 
Playdate 10am-noon 

In Sandy Park 

 Mon. May 22 Tue. May 23 Wed. May 24 Thur. May 25 Fri. May 26 Sat May 27 

  MIRALOMA OPENHOUSE 
5:30pm Light Supper 

6:30-7:30pm  
Visit Classrooms 

Next Gazette Issue  Parent-Principal Chat 
8:15-9am Room 109 

 


