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Monday, May 29, Is Memorial Day 
Lunes 29 de mayo—Día conmemorativo de los 

soldados muertos 

5 29 ，  

Friday, May 26, Is Parent-Principal Chat 
Join us on Friday, May 26, in room 109 (MEEP), from 8:15 to 9:00 
a.m. Hear from Ms. Parrott, meet other parents, and have your 
questions answered. Refreshments served. Younger kids welcome. 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Sunday, June 4, Celebrate our Principal 
The party for Marcia Parrott, who is retiring this year, takes place 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Sunday, June 4. It will be catered with 
hotdogs, hamburgers, and veggie burgers. Cost is $3.50 per 
person. Please RSVP today: call Liz Genolio, 334-6920. 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Thursday, June 15, Is Last Day of School 
This is the official last day of school, despite any other 
printed dates you may have read. 
Jueves 15 de junio del 2006—Último día de clase 

6 15 ， 課  

________________________________________________________ 

Featured Staff Member 
Interview by Anna Payawal-
Scanlon 

Name: Name: Name: Name: Jamela Santos 

Tell us about your job here at Tell us about your job here at Tell us about your job here at Tell us about your job here at 
Miraloma. Miraloma. Miraloma. Miraloma.     
I work through the School Health 
Department at the district. I'm a 
social worker; the district calls 
me a "Learning Support 
Consultant." Just to back up a 
bit, Prop H provided funding for 
Learning Support Consultants 
for all elementary schools in the 
district. We provide mental 
health consultations for 
students, teachers, staff, and parents who need it. That means I sit 
in on various meetings to provide a mental health perspective. 

At SSTs [Student Success Team meetings], for example, teachers, 
or staff members can ask for a consultation with a student who 
may be having some problems—academic, social, or emotional—
and we try to figure out different strategies to help solve those 
challenges. Those meetings are usually attended by the child's 
parents, the teacher, and Marcia Parrott. Janet Pandolfi organizes 
those meetings. From there, I make counseling recommendations—
referrals, support groups, and so on.  

How long have you been at Miraloma? How long have you been at Miraloma? How long have you been at Miraloma? How long have you been at Miraloma?     
I started here in late March and will be here until the end of the 
school year. I moved to California last September, and then started 

working for the district in October. I worked at Everett Middle 
School, covering for someone on maternity leave. In addition to 
Miraloma, I also work at Spring Valley Elementary School.  

And before working at the district?And before working at the district?And before working at the district?And before working at the district?    
I finished grad school in New York and worked a little there. I did an 
internship for school counseling and also worked at a community 
mental health clinic, helping children and families. 

What have you enjoyed about working at Miraloma?What have you enjoyed about working at Miraloma?What have you enjoyed about working at Miraloma?What have you enjoyed about working at Miraloma?    
The parent involvement, and seeing how much it really affects the 
school and the students to have parents who are so involved. It 
makes a big difference and creates such a positive school climate. 
The students, teachers, and staff have also been very friendly and 
welcoming, even though I started so late into the school year. 

How do you spend your spare time?How do you spend your spare time?How do you spend your spare time?How do you spend your spare time?    
I take hula dancing, but not the kind of hula you see on TV. No 
grass skirts. I go to a "halau" in Marin. That's what you call a formal 
hula school that teaches the traditional form of hula that still 
maintains the sacred values and practices that were in place 
before colonization. 

Have you been doing hula for a long time?Have you been doing hula for a long time?Have you been doing hula for a long time?Have you been doing hula for a long time?    
No, I actually started hula practice in New York, because I needed 
to stay connected to Hawaii! I was born and raised on Guam, but 
lived in Hawaii before moving to New York. 

Jamela Santos can contacted by leaving a message for her at the 
school office, at 469-4734, or by talking to your child’s teacher. 

Featured Volunteer 
Interview by Rebecca Hilario 

NameNameNameName: Andrew Keeler 

Children at MiChildren at MiChildren at MiChildren at Miralomaralomaralomaraloma: Carlos is 
in first grade with Ms. Mow 

How he volunteersHow he volunteersHow he volunteersHow he volunteers: I helped 
setup the school website and 
the listserve. Also, I work with 
John Sovereign and Brian Garcia 
in the computer lab. My wife 
Sharon and I do a lot of the 
promotion and signage for 
school events.  

What he loves about What he loves about What he loves about What he loves about 
volunteeringvolunteeringvolunteeringvolunteering: It is great to get to 
know a lot of the kids and their parents and the teachers. Getting 
away from work and being around the school environment helps 
keep everything in perspective. You definitely appreciate the 
enthusiasm, innocence and wonder. I think as a public school 
there are so many well documented issues we are facing and we 
keep meeting and exceeding the challenges. Whether it is 
fundraising or just helping clean the school, the parent community 
is amazing.  

Best volunteer memoryBest volunteer memoryBest volunteer memoryBest volunteer memory: Last year's kindergarten field trip to the 
Farmer's Market at Ferry Plaza. It was a sunny day and we took 
Muni down there. It felt like playing hooky from work and we had a 
great San Francisco experience. The kids interviewed the 
merchants and there were some classic exchanges.  

Other interestsOther interestsOther interestsOther interests: I play basketball and hockey to stay in shape to 
keep up with the kids. Travel has always been a big interest for me. 
I lived in Istanbul and Amsterdam but now we try to get to Camp 
Mather and other local getaways more often. Also I work with the 
Friends of Noe Valley on neighborhood issues. 
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Rhonda Crane: Sharing the Gift of Music 
This is the last in a series of article by Jeff Kaliss about the SF Arts 
Education Project here at Miraloma. 

By Jeff Kaliss  

In her prayers a few weeks 
back, Rhonda Crane found 
herself "thanking god for 
giving me the opportunity to 
play the piano." She's been 
sharing that gift of music 
this year every Tuesday at 
noon with those of 
Miraloma's third, fourth, 
and fifth graders who opt 
into the Arts Education 
Project's choral program.  

Crane started piano in her 
own elementary school 
years, in the City's Bayview 
neighborhood, and she misses the greater 
support that young musicians enjoyed back 
then. "They brought in teachers and 
instruments, and you took time out in the 
school day to have music," she recalls.  

Since music is no longer integrated in the 
official curriculum, Crane 
is particularly impressed 
with the kids who come 
to harmonize with her in 
the Miraloma auditorium. 
"These are children that 
want to sing," she points 
out, "so they've decided 
to give up one day of 
lunch to come to singing 
class. They've very, very 
bright, and they all have a 
sense of self."  

As a child, Crane gained additional support from her community 
church, where she sang from the gospel repertoire. As an adult, 
she's toured nationally with a gospel group associated with the 
Hawkins brothers (who scored a 1969 crossover hit with "Oh Happy 
Day") and internationally with Street Sounds, a highly respected a 
capella ensemble. 

Crane draws on all this experience for her Miraloma repertoire, 
which includes songs celebrating African-American history and 
musical tradition. Her singers will serenade the fifth grade 
graduation, but she hopes they'll hold on to the gift of music for the 
rest of their lives.  

Photos this page: a recent Tuesday lunchtime found the Chorus Photos this page: a recent Tuesday lunchtime found the Chorus Photos this page: a recent Tuesday lunchtime found the Chorus Photos this page: a recent Tuesday lunchtime found the Chorus 
regulars raising their voices in the auditorium with Rhonda (top).regulars raising their voices in the auditorium with Rhonda (top).regulars raising their voices in the auditorium with Rhonda (top).regulars raising their voices in the auditorium with Rhonda (top).    

Wrapping Up the Gardening Year 
By Suzi Palladino, Gardening Educator 

It is hard to believe that this year is already winding down. This 
spring has been filled with beautiful, sunny days and ample time to 
work in the garden and to catch up on lost time. The students and I 
have been able to nestle seeds into the ground while cultivating 
our own seeds of suspense and excitement. The third, fourth, and 
fifth grades have learned about photosynthesis, soil science, and 
propagation, as well as participating in our popular garden parties 
of composting, planting, weeding, watering, and digging. 

In wrapping up the year we have incorporated a few creative 
projects into our class time. Look for bamboo sculptures and 
“Earth Flags” displayed throughout the garden. The wind allows the 

good wishes and messages of the “Earth Flags” to be carried 
throughout the garden and upon each of us who venture there! 

Gardening is a process of time and patience. I hope over time we 
instill a sense of ownership of the garden and of the earth in each 

child. We have this opportunity as each child 
nurtures her first worm found in the earth or enjoys 
his first potato after caring for it from seed to 
mouth. My last day of garden classes is May 24 and 
then I will be heading home (NC) for a few weeks. I 
will be around throughout the summer and look 
forward to bumping into you.  

I would like to thank all the teachers, staff and 
families who have been consistently supportive of 
the garden. I have felt so fortunate to be working 
with such an amazing group of people. Thank you 
for the countless generous donations of time, tools, 

and interest. I’ll post a summer watering 
schedule soon—please consider 
participating by signing up for a week 
watering! Your work will be rewarded by 
fresh veggies that you can bring home. 

Staff Luncheon Thank-yous 
By Laurrie Petrelli 

Thanks to everyone who volunteered for 
the teacher/staff appreciation 
luncheon.  A special thank you to Heidi 
Edwards mother for providing the 
gorgeous roses from her garden and to 

Sylvia Ciofalo-Guell for arranging flowers.  The staff 
enjoyed a relaxing day, with lunch served in the school 
library. The PTA purchased a new toaster oven for 
them, to be used in the teacher lounge. Thanks to all 
who participated by bringing food or serving—you 
made this luncheon a real success.  

Miraloma Shines on Spring Festival 
By Kathleen Wydler, Spring Festival Chair 

Families and friends of Miraloma rocked another 
fantastic Spring Festival on Saturday, May 6. Playdate, the rockin’ 
band of Miraloma parents, got the party started and kept up the 
energy. Ever the great sport, Ms. Parrott egged on the long line of 
students who lined up for the privilege of throwing whipped cream 
in her face. R & B band The Jakes, also featuring Miraloma 
parents, jammed in the afternoon. Raffle tickets sold like hot cakes 
until the big gold drum was spun for the drawing. The auction and 
bake sale saw a lot of traffic all day. The Treasure Chest, new this 
year, was a hit with many children. Hundreds of kids and adults 
played a variety of games, and every player won a prize. We 
enjoyed hamburgers and hot dogs, homemade tamales, and 
barbecue chicken wings. Adam the juggler wowed the crowd with 
fire and knives. Many kids took the opportunity to visit with four 
firefighters and climb all over the fire engine. The Art Cart tile 
project allowed current and incoming students to contribute their 
self-portrait to the tile mural. Neighbors from the Miraloma 
Neighborhood Emergency Response Team (NERT) offered their 
helpful resources. And kindergartener Ethan Money set up his 
lemonade stand and raised $37 for the school. 

To date, the raffle, auction, and bake sale have brought in over 
$18,500 in support of programs at Miraloma, and we are still 
collecting money from the auction. This year we put on our biggest 
event yet and still managed to have a great time—without any 
outside volunteer help. Planning for Spring Festival began back in 
the fall with the dedicated and creative team leaders named below, 
each of who worked tirelessly behind the scenes for many months. 
It was a pleasure to be part of such a talented and effective team.  

[Continued on back page][Continued on back page][Continued on back page][Continued on back page]    
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Getting Published at Age Six: K2 Authors’ Morning 
Becca Loosli’s kindergarten class held an “Authors’ Morning” on 
Friday, May 12. Becca writes: 

As part of the language arts curriculum, students have been 
writing and illustrating stories throughout the year. In April, 
they began to learn about the editing process and about 
how books are published. Students picked their favorite 
story to “publish” and made a book.  

The young authors got a chance to read aloud to the parents 
on Authors’ Morning. It was a packed house in K2 as 20 
budding authors shared their stories. The guests had a 
chance to speak with the students and write comments in 
the back of their books while they enjoyed light 
refreshments and lots of laughs. It was a great success! 

 

Aidan Melgar (above) hears his story read by Becca 

 

Natzayelly Marin, author of Sonny’s Trick 

 

Mateo Medina and The Spooky Book 

 

Chloe Quinn, and her Animal Pets 

 

Eric Appelquist with Astronauts 
Student Opinion: Cafeteria Food 
By Natalie Kaliss, Fourth-grade Student 

Kids in the cafeteria have been complaining about the food for 
several years. Kids like me, Natalie Kaliss, have been very hungry 
at the end of the day because the food is too disgusting to eat. 

“I don’t like the cafeteria food because whenever I eat it, it is cold 
and hard,” fourth grader Michelle Chinn said. 

“I don’t like eating at the cafeteria because it doesn’t taste like real 
food, it tastes like plastic. Sometimes I didn’t eat and almost 
starved!” said another fourth grader, Leah Fisse.  

The kind of food that I found out kids like, I found one day by 
accident. That day we had no choice, we just got a tray that had 
these foods on it: beef jerky, juice box, sunflower seeds, graham 
crackers, and applesauce. Kids actually ate the food. That is the 
kind of food we would like to see in the future. 

I am writing a letter to the head of school food at the district about 
how disgusting the food is and what kind of food we would like to 
have. We want to know: Can you make food that is healthy for you 
and tastes good, all at the same time?! 

So if any of you have any suggestions you might want me to add to 
that letter, you can tell me directly, or write to me through my dad’s 
email (jefkal@jeffkaliss.com), or write to Amy O’Hair, Gazette editor 
(amy@ohair-sherman.com) who will be helping me write the letter. 

Daniel Layer, MEEP Kindergarten Teacher  
By Tu Lan 

With the year coming to a close, Daniel Layer, MEEP’s first 
kindergarten teacher, is already busy with plans for the next school 
year. He is working on his MA at Western Governors University for 
teaching kindergarten through eighth grade. He will also start a 
student internship with Miraloma’s second-grade teacher Jennifer 
Shivers in the fall.  
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Daniel can tell you that the rewards of teaching are to be found in 
the enthusiasm and smiles of his children every day. Throughout 
the year, he has watched them grow, develop, and express their 
emotions, thoughts, and dreams. The children’s achievements, 
learning capacity, and eagerness have had a positive impact on 
him. Daniel communicates with each individual child based on 
their level, abilities, personality, and needs. The kids in turn can 
surprise him with their unique ability to absorb and even turn 
around to give detailed information of their own.  

During this school year, Daniel has grabbed the children’s attention 
by introducing them to some his own interests. He has shared his 
passion for crystals with the children; armed with three suitcases of 
crystals, he had their uninterrupted attention, and they were eager 
for more. 

With his twenty kids in tow, Daniel finds that the down side of 
teaching is wanting to do much more than the time allows. The 
most difficult part of the job will be letting go of his 
kids as they move on to the first grade next year. 
The summer will bring a much-deserved vacation, 
but he will continue to study and work on his MA. 
Lucky for MEEP and Miraloma, he will be around for 
the long haul to continue sharing his interests. 

Spring Festival [continued from page 2[continued from page 2[continued from page 2[continued from page 2]]]]    

Stacy Moore, games team leader,Stacy Moore, games team leader,Stacy Moore, games team leader,Stacy Moore, games team leader, gives thanks to 
those of you who set up, ran the games all day, 
and/or stayed to help clean up: Tim Muzio, Jim  
Pohl, Eric Cuneo, Conrado Vellve, Dean Blackketter, 
Val Fachman, Louise Whitlock, Ms. Howard, Eric 
Walstad, Ed Farebrother,  Mary Alizaga's, Liz 

Genolio, Rebecca Hilario, Lara 
Karchmar, Diane Angst, Angie Doctor, 
Sandra Durand, Val Fachman, Dafna 
Wu, Katie Handelman, Kara Paw-Pa, 
Heidi Edwards, Lisa Petrie, Nico 
Stuurman, Charlotte Worcester, Howard 
Lai, Veronica Perez, Debbie Fergin, 
Caroline Pincus, Anne Collins, Carlyn 
Burnett, Kristin Silverman, Sheely 
Sorenson, Joanne Rawson, Tali Baruch, 
Rick Pohl, Catherine Shafer and Suzie 
Norris and everyone who donated to 
the Treasure Chest, Coach Andrea and 
Jamie (Sports4Kids coach at Brett 
Harte), ticket booth staffers Amy O’Hair, 
Angi Blackwell, Cindy Muzio, and 
Kristine Lo, and the many people who 

filled in at the last minute. And thanks to our principal, Marcia 
Parrott, who took it on the face! [Photo left] 

Sharon GSharon GSharon GSharon Gillenwater, publicity team leader and Playdate’s lead illenwater, publicity team leader and Playdate’s lead illenwater, publicity team leader and Playdate’s lead illenwater, publicity team leader and Playdate’s lead 
singer, singer, singer, singer, thanks Dan Genolio, Andrew and Carlos Keeler, and the 
Miraloma Kids' Chorus for singing back up for Playdate on "School's 
Out". Food team leader Linda Rodriguez Food team leader Linda Rodriguez Food team leader Linda Rodriguez Food team leader Linda Rodriguez thanks Sylvia Ciofalo-
Guell, Binkey Regis, Charlene Major-Manning, Doris, Ayman 
Mobarak, Cherrie Russell, Sue Schechter, Kellie and Kenny Mc 
Cord, Lance Tagomori, Ulysses, Eric, Thomas Schenkel, Bob 
Rawson, Dominique Richardson, Jameka Collins, Sylvia Whitley 
Billy Henderson, Veronica Perez, Tala Hartsough, Jimmy Goetz, 
Leslie Thorndike, Lourdes Garcia, Dirk Kellum, Seth Affoumado, 

Frannie Roche, and Michael Mitrani. And 
Jose Rodriguez, pictured right. Bake sale Bake sale Bake sale Bake sale 
team leader Maria Mraz team leader Maria Mraz team leader Maria Mraz team leader Maria Mraz thanks everyone 
who contributed baked goods and bake 
sale staffers, Laura Rodil, Janet 
Cowperthwaite, Kathy Money, Ariana 
Lam, and Cathy Sherman, Jim Pohl, 
Dorothy Burge and Adrian Bica. 

Entertainment team coEntertainment team coEntertainment team coEntertainment team co----leader Seth leader Seth leader Seth leader Seth 
Affoumado, drummer for Playdate and Affoumado, drummer for Playdate and Affoumado, drummer for Playdate and Affoumado, drummer for Playdate and 
the Jakes, the Jakes, the Jakes, the Jakes, sends a shout out to MC Jeff 
Kaliss,    photographer Wandaline Perelli, 
The Jakes members Allen Fine, Rich 
Auslander, Rubin Seguerra, Reto 
Laemmler and special guest Val 
Fachman, Playdate members Sharon Gillenwater, Jimmy Goetz, 

Rich Burns, and the children’s 
chorus. 

Auction team leader Caroline Auction team leader Caroline Auction team leader Caroline Auction team leader Caroline 
Cory Cory Cory Cory sends appreciations to 
everyone who solicited and 
donated items to the auction, 
Anne Crawford, Jane Austin 
and her sister, Andrew Keeler, 
Mary Kecskemeti, LindaKay 
Brown, Anna Payawal-Scanlon, 
Jaffa Hall, Lori Lack, John 
Sovereign, Reva Adelman 
Harris, Sharon Gillenwater, 
Michael Mitrani, Gina 

Cicciarelli, Brian Young, Mary Vyas, and Dena Anderson.  

Solicitation team leader Gina Cicciarelli Solicitation team leader Gina Cicciarelli Solicitation team leader Gina Cicciarelli Solicitation team leader Gina Cicciarelli gives    thanks to all the 
room parents who put together the fantastic projects and baskets, 
and to Kellie McCord, Scott Baker, Joyce Mordenti, and Jim Pohl 
and everyone in the school community who gave generously to the 
auction and raffle. Decorations team leader Dara ReedDecorations team leader Dara ReedDecorations team leader Dara ReedDecorations team leader Dara Reed thanks 
Scott Nay, Sara Vellve, Dean Blackketter, Howard Lai, Lance 
Tagamori, and all the other wonderful individuals who jumped in to 
help. And to the unsung heroes wAnd to the unsung heroes wAnd to the unsung heroes wAnd to the unsung heroes who have gone unmentionedho have gone unmentionedho have gone unmentionedho have gone unmentioned: We 
thank you! Your extraordinary efforts and generous contributions 
are much appreciated by all of us at Miraloma. And finally, thanks 
to the wonderful, beautiful students of Miraloma, who make it all 
worthwhile!       Above: Theo Austin-Muehleck throws a good one. 
Parents’ Corner 
►From the McCord Family: NHance Wood Renewal—no dust, no 
mess, no odor—one day! We do parquet floors, cabinets, stairs, 
trim. Call for a free consultation with a Certified Wood Specialist, 
294-7795. And 10% goes back to Miraloma! 
__________________________________________________________ 

Submissions. Submissions. Submissions. Submissions. The Gazette welcomes submissions from all 
members of the community. The next issue is the last one of the 
2005-2006 school year. The next deadline is Thursday, June 1, 1 
p.m. The next issue is Wednesday, June 7. Submissions are subject 
to approval by the school administration. Contact Amy O’Hair, 
editor, at amy@ohair-sherman.com or 334-5154.  
Photos by Catherine Shafer, Amy O’Hair, and Wandaline Perelli. Photos by Catherine Shafer, Amy O’Hair, and Wandaline Perelli. Photos by Catherine Shafer, Amy O’Hair, and Wandaline Perelli. Photos by Catherine Shafer, Amy O’Hair, and Wandaline Perelli. 
ProofrProofrProofrProofreading by Caroline Pincus.eading by Caroline Pincus.eading by Caroline Pincus.eading by Caroline Pincus. 
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