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______________________________________________ 

Thursday, June 15, Is Last Day of School  
This is the official last day of school, despite any other 
printed dates you may have read. 

Jueves 15 de junio del 2006—Último día de clases 

6 15 ， 課  

Thursday, June 8, Fifth Graders vs. Faculty Kickball 
12:30 p.m. First annual kickball game with fifth graders vs. staff.    
_______________________________________________________ 

Friday, June 9, Room 10 Performs Macbeth 
Come see Ms. Kirman’s fifth graders in Macbeth, Friday, June 9, 
10:30 a.m. in the auditorium. Might be the be-all and the end-all.    
_______________________________________________________ 

Tuesday, June 13, Is Kindergarten Promotion 
10 a.m. in classrooms. 
_______________________________________________________ 

Tuesday June 13, Is Fifth-Grade Picnic 
10 a.m., in Glen Canyon Park. 
_______________________________________________________ 

Wednesday June 14, Is Fifth-Grade Promotion  
9 a.m. in the auditorium. Reception afterwards in cafeteria. 
_______________________________________________________ 

Monday, Aug. 28, Is First Day of Next School Year 
Have a fun, relaxing, safe summer! See you then! 
_____________________________________________________________ 

Help Our Garden Stay Lush All Summer 
Please sign up for a week of garden-tending this summer—don’t let 
our lovely green rectangles go brown! The duties are light, mostly 
watering. The sign-up sheet is near the Parent Room door. Contact 
Paul Korntheuer with questions, at paul@rarefaction.com. 

Coming Next Year: Tribes Corner 
By Leslie Thorndike and Hana Huang 

Starting in September, we will feature a Tribes Corner in every 
Gazette. Tribes is a step-by-step process to achieve specific 
learning goals. Five agreements are honored: 

▪ Attentive Listening  

▪ Appreciation/No Put Downs  

▪ Mutual Respect  

▪ Right to Pass.  

▪ Be Safe  

Students learn a set of collaborative skills so they can work well 
together in long-term groups (tribes). The focus is on how to:  

▪ Help each other work on tasks  

▪ Set goals and solve problems  

▪ Monitor and assess progress  

▪ Celebrate achievements  
To learn more about Tribes, you can also go to www.tribes.com. 

Principal’s Corner 
What an exciting year we’ve had!  Everyone’s ideas, energy and hard 
work brought together a year of magic – from the building of a brand 
new Kindergarten play structure with Mayor Newsom’s ribbon cutting 
to the students’ beautiful poetic words that grace our hallways; from 
the explorations and wonders at our school Science Fair to the arrival 
of a new kiln that will give students opportunities for ceramic 
creations; from the hikes and fieldtrips that helped students discover 
the wonderful world in which we live to the creation of two new terrace 
areas for the expansion of our gardening program. 

As my time as principal draws to a close, I want to thank all of you for 
making these seven years memorable for me.  I have had lots of 
wonderful experiences with the staff, parents and our children that will 
last me a lifetime.  I only hope that the love of learning and helping 
others remain an important part of your and your children’s lives. 

My very best to you—have a wonderful summer! I know when you 
return, Mr. Ron Machado, our new principal, will welcome you and, 
with your help, have new ideas to enhance our schools’ program. 

Hugs, 

Marcia Parrott    

Featured Staff Member 
Interview by Sue Schechter 

NameNameNameName: Karen Vezinaw 

Years at MiralomaYears at MiralomaYears at MiralomaYears at Miraloma: This is my 
third year teaching at 
Miraloma. 

What she doesWhat she doesWhat she doesWhat she does: I teach second 
grade. I serve on the Science 
Night Committee and on the 
Social Committee (which is a 
teacher and staff committee 
that works to support teachers 
and staff at the school). I 
participate in the San 
Francisco Education Fund 
Math and Science Network, 
which is a group of six or seven teachers from Miraloma who meet 
with several teachers from the San Francisco Unified School 
District. We read various educational texts. We present a research 
project to this group at the end of the year. We discuss and share 
math and science curriculum that we have developed and 
implemented in our classrooms. It is a relaxing and educational 
experience and has really informed my teaching. 

What she likes about MiralomaWhat she likes about MiralomaWhat she likes about MiralomaWhat she likes about Miraloma: I love the community of parents, 
teachers, and staff. The energy, leadership qualities of the 
teachers and the parent support and participation are wonderful. 
And of course, the students are great. I love teaching in San 
Francisco, with all the diversity of cultural backgrounds and 
experiences of our students.  

I really enjoy teaching second grade, where you can feel the 
growth, especially in subjects like reading. It is great to see the 
book lovers that are developing in my class. After lunch, we have a 
silent reading time and all of my students are actively reading 
books. I teach because I love the “ah-ha” moments, when a 
student really understands a concept. I get a lot out of supporting 
the students as they progress, and I love that defining moment of 
teaching—when I know I have reached them. 
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A special memory of her schoA special memory of her schoA special memory of her schoA special memory of her school daysol daysol daysol days: I remember a special clay 
project from first grade. In fact, I still have it at home and I do a 
similar project with my class every year at Miraloma.  

Other interestsOther interestsOther interestsOther interests: I love to run. I finished a half-marathon (12.5 
miles) recently and I have been running for about 3 to 4 years. I 
keep the running enjoyable and I have a running buddy that I run 
with in Golden Gate Park. I love to cook and to try new recipes.  
Editor’s Note about Staff Interviews  
Well, we almost did it. Over two years, the Gazette has presented 
interviews from nearly all 35+ staff members, in more or less 
alphabetical order. Next year, after starting the year with an 
interview with Michelle Wong, school psychologist, we will begin the 
cycle again with Martha Bella, Special Ed Paraprofessional, so that 
all new families have a chance to learn about the people who make 
this school run so well. 

Many thanks to the parents who did interviews this year: Sue 
Schechter, Anna Payawal-Scanlon, and Jeff Kaliss. 

Doing interviews is a fantastic way to get to know our staff. The 
editor welcomes other interested parents. See back page for 
contact information. 
Featured Volunteer 
Interview by Rebecca Hilario 

NameNameNameName: Carol Lei 

Children at MiralomaChildren at MiralomaChildren at MiralomaChildren at Miraloma: One child 
at Miraloma (soon to be two this 
fall), Nikki Lei, kindergarten, 
Mrs. Simmons' class 

How she volunteersHow she volunteersHow she volunteersHow she volunteers: I am one of 
two room parents for K8 and a 
volunteer in the classroom 
preparing homework and book 
bags. I am also working with 
MEEP on a Mandarin education 
program, soliciting and 
networking with the Confucius 
Institute at San Francisco State University, Parents for Public 
Schools, Advocates for Chinese Education, Chinese Language 
Association of Secondary and Elementary Schools, Committee of 
100, and other UC and CSU campuses to get support and 
resources for the program. MEEP has been selected by the 
Confucius Institute as a pilot site for teacher and curriculum 
development. Our biggest challenge has been finding a teacher—I 
even attended a state-wide conference on developing qualified 
teachers!  

WhatWhatWhatWhat she loves about volunteering she loves about volunteering she loves about volunteering she loves about volunteering: I love the idea and opportunity 
that I can make a difference in shaping my child's life, her 
classmates' school experience, and the school. I believe it really 
takes a village to raise a child and what we do (how little or how 
much) can affect the lives of our children. Part of my job as a 
parent is partnering with significant other influencers in her life 
(teachers, schools, etc.) in preparing my daughter to be 
contributing member of society. I'm willing to spend the time and 
effort to get Mandarin education at Miraloma because being bi-
lingual and understanding a second culture will be huge assets to 
all our children's future. 

Best volunteer moment Best volunteer moment Best volunteer moment Best volunteer moment The greatest satisfaction for me was 
having a parent of my daughter's classmate show up for a class 
potluck telling me that this was the first school social event she 
and her husband have attended. And she had been a Miraloma 
parent for years! 

Other interestsOther interestsOther interestsOther interests: Who has time for other interests?! I'm really a dull 
person. On the professional side, my interests include leadership, 
team development, and diversity issue—focusing on personal 
interactions in the workplace and its effect on the business. When I 
had time (before kids), I loved going to the theater (live plays), 

jigsaw puzzles, reading trashy novels, and hosting Academy Award 
parties. Now, if I have a few moments, I might sneak in a game of 
solitaire on the PC. 

A Big Thank You to All Our Many Volunteers! 
By Rebecca Hilario, PTA VP of Membership, and Leslie Kirk 
Campbell, SSC Parent Involvement Committee 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the volunteers 
at Miraloma who have so tirelessly given their time to the school. 
Throughout the year we have featured many volunteers in the 
Gazette, but we would like you all to know how much your time and 
work are valued. Our school is the great place it is because of you. 
Everything you do, no matter how small, frees up time for the 
teachers, enhances your child’s education, and makes Miraloma a 
beautiful and enjoyable place to be everyday. Take the next couple 
of months to rest up and we will see you again next fall!  
Profile: Ron Machado, Our New Principal 
By Jeff Kaliss 

On his first day at what will be his new workplace, Ron Machado 
scored—literally.  

"He's real good at basketball," fourth-grader Natalie Kaliss reported 
at the new principal's meet-and-greet in the library, last Wednesday 
afternoon. "He made a three-pointer!"  

But in an earlier one-on-one chat, the former fourth-grade teacher 
at Visitacion Valley Elementary School, who's also a veteran 
skateboarder, revealed that the 
"principal track" in his career has 
come to him as "kind of a curve ball." 
When he'd stepped up to the interview 
process for new principals a couple of 
months back, Mr. Machado (he 
prefers to be addressed with the 
Portuguese pronunciation of 'Ma-sha-
doe') had no idea if or where he'd be 
placed, and he was ready to return to 
his previous assignment as a reform 
facilitator at Malcolm X Academy.  

But after examining Miraloma's fact 
sheet and being interviewed by its 
principal selection team, "I said to 
myself, ‘I'm having a lot of fun here.’ I 
wanted Miraloma, I was crossing my 
fingers, so when I got the call, I was 
very excited."  

 Mr. Machado's own early education took place in the Sierra 
foothills. He went on to community college and Chico State, where 
he met his wife, Lauren, a San Francisco native who was then 
studying business. After their marriage, they traveled the world for 
ten months, in the process learning both about his roots in Portugal 
and about different approaches to education. 

After his welcome to the new world of Miraloma by outgoing 
principal Marcia Parrott at morning circle last week, Mr. Machado 
soon realized that "I have some big shoes to fill," including keeping 
in step with a level of parent involvement he's not found elsewhere. 
He looks forward to "relationship-building" with both parents and 
teachers, not to mention his youngest charges. “I’m a people 
person," he assures, "and if there's a disagreement, it will always 
be what's best for the children." Among his varied goals for the 
school are engaging mural artist Josef Norris, whacking weeds, and 
improving test scores, not necessarily in that order. 

Then there's his other prime directive, helping Lauren and their two 
dogs tend to three-month-old daughter Brooklyn Paige Machado, at 
their home near Dolores Park. "I cannot believe what's going to 
happen when she starts walking and crawling," says the new dad. 
"And then, what elementary school?" He hopes it'll be Miraloma.  
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MEEP Summer Camp 
By Monika Brooks 

Thinking of ways to help your children with their transition back to 
school? Great news! MEEP’s summer camp is a great way to help 
your kids adjust to the academic routine. Jennifer Shivers, a 
second-grade teacher at Miraloma, will be joining us, helping MEEP 
students adjust to a school routine in the two weeks preceding 
their reentry in the fall. 

In addition to Ms. Shivers, Daniel Layer, Ray Dellosa, 
Pam Robinson, and, of course, Armen Dilanchian will be 
on hand to provide the same great environment that 
MEEP currently provides for over one third of the 
Miraloma community.  

The camp will be held from August 14-25. The cost is 
$200 a week with an $85 deposit. For more 
information, you can do any of the following: come by 
room 109 for a brochure; call MEEP at 584-7080; email 
meepgo@msn.com; or check out www.meepinc.com. 

MEEP Idol: Memorable Moments 
By Tu Lan 

While there were no William Hung 
performances this time around, MEEP 
rounded out the school year on a high note 
with their second annual MEEP Idol. With 
kindergarten teacher Mr. Daniel doing his 
best Ryan Seacrest the night had many 
memorable moments. Students from both 
MEEP and KASPER came together to bring a 
night of song and dance to a packed 
auditorium.  

There were songs from the popular High 
School Musical, Joni Mitchell, Green Day, 
and Johnny Cash. The students were not the 
only stars of the show as MEEP staff 
members Armen Dilanchian, Pamela Robinson, 
and Ray Dellosa joined forces with MEEP parent 
Andrew Higgins to close the show with an 
outstanding performance of “Play that Funky 
Music.” 

It was an incredible night and all those involved 
should be extremely proud. MEEP would like to 
extend a special thanks to all those who 
attended, and look forward to bringing another 

show next year! 

Sports4Kids News: End-of-Year Wrap 
By Andrea Naugle, Sports4Kids Coach 

The Sports4Kids program had a very successful 
year at Miraloma. Many kids learned how to jump 
rope, bounce, catch or throw a ball. The older kids 
learned the fundamentals of basketball, baseball, 
soccer and kickball. Engaging kids to play during 
recess helps them meet new friends, and hopefully 
they have tried something new. Here are some of 
the highlights of the end-of-the-year activities along 
with the names of kids actively involved with many 
of the Sports4Kids programs. 

The running club is held every Wednesday for third 
to fifth graders and some of these kids ran a total of 
15 miles. Here are some of our top runners. Third 
grade: Seth, Marika, Evan, and Julio. Fourth grade: 
Yu Jin, Beatriz, Jules, Kendra, Natalie, Josephine 
and Kristina. Fifth grade: Keano, Stephen, Alan, 

David, and Brent. 

Our volleyball team finished up the season with a party at Chuck E. 
Cheese. Members of the volleyball team celebrated a successful 
season, and made many improvements from day one. They even 
got to sign the recess volleyball to commemorate the 2006 
Miraloma Volleyball team.  

Our stars of the Miraloma basketball team were: Karry Jane, 
Rachel, Emma, Leah, Kendra, Karisa, Beatriz, Kristina, Josephine, 

Deonna, Jhulie, Noam, and 
Waynisha. Our stars of the 
volleyball team were: Ben, 
Brent, Dorian, Kayla, Quran, 
Emily, Michelle, Angelica, 
Jasmine, Waynisha, and 
Karisa. 

Congratulations to everyone 
who played on the Miraloma 
basketball and volleyball 
teams. There will be teams 
next year so get ready all new 
fourth and fifth graders! 

The Junior Coaches will have 
their year-end celebration at 
the Giants game on June 9. 
Miraloma won the "Take Me 

Out to The Ball Game"–sponsored ticket 
program and will be taking their families to 
watch the ball game. They have been such a 
great help out in the yard, teaching new 
games and even making up their own. Some 
of the fourth graders have begun the Junior 
Coach program. Natalie, Christian, Derrick, 
Michelle, Leah, and Jacob have done a great 

job and will be ready for Junior 
Coaching next year!  

We had a flag football event 
Saturday June 3, and a few of the 
Junior coaches came out to play. It 
was a lot of fun. Many schools 
from San Francisco attended this 
event and played three games in 
one day. It was quite an 
extravaganza! 

It has been a wonderful year 
working at a great school! 
Miraloma, your school shines in 
every way! 

Seen on the 
Yard—and Right 
out of the 
Ballpark! 
In photos, this In photos, this In photos, this In photos, this page:page:page:page: Ms. 
Rosen’s second-grade 
class recently played a 
ball game with 
Sports4Kids Coach, 
Andrea Naugle. Photos, 
top to bottom: Draco 
Zhao, Nicole Carpio, 
Zella Blackketter, and 
Mark Rosales. Mark is 
hitting a triple home 
run—the ball went right 
over the school! 
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Room 106: Poetry in Pictures, Drawing with Words 
Ms. Rosen writes about her students’ work: 

Room 106 is filled with budding poets and artists. The 
students merged both talents with their Word-Art project. I 
read a story to the class about a boy who loved words. The 
students thought of words that were special to them and 
selected one that was most meaningful. They visited the 
computer lab and learned how to copy, cut and paste in the 
word processing program. They printed the words, cut them 
out and then outlined the contour of our object with the 
words. The inside was filled with paper collage. Later poems 
were written to go with the Word Art. 

________________________________________________ 

 

DragonDragonDragonDragon 
By Draco Zhao 

Dragon, Dragon, your fire is so fast 
It’s like a rocket but faster. 
Your wings look like a fire stone. 
Your body is like steel. 
You can fly faster than  
The fastest thing in the world. 

You are stronger than a bear. 

 

________________________________________________ 

    
A PhoenixA PhoenixA PhoenixA Phoenix    
By Aidan Povlsen 

A phoenix 
melting  
into ashes. 
It is a red 
bird and  
it never 
dies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Hermit CrabHermit CrabHermit CrabHermit Crab    
By Chauncie Yu 

Hermit Crab shell feels like rocks. 
Hermit Crab hides in its shell. 
Hermit Crab slides in its bole 
Hermit Crab has two clack pearl eyes. 
Hermit Crab moves in the sand. 
Hermit Crab digs in the sand. 
Hermit Crab 

 

 

 

________________________________________________ 

RomeRomeRomeRome    
By Vincent Lopez 

Ancient place 
games, gladiators, 
wars like 
old games 
ancient castles 
Swords and shields  
starvation 
hard walls 
fire, but  

nothing modern 
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Shooting StarsShooting StarsShooting StarsShooting Stars    
By Olivia Bowles 

Shooting Stars exciting to 
watch, flying through the air. 
Yellow rainbows in the sky 
golden red rushing 

fast, make a wish 

 

______________________________________________________ 

RoseRoseRoseRose    
By Zella Blackketter 

Rose is the prize flower 
beautiful but 
dangerous 
smells like perfume 
feels like velvet 
colors are 
pink 
red, 
and magenta. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Barnes & Noble Fundraiser 
By Leslie Thorndike, PTA Fundraising Team 

Thank you to all who participated in this years Barnes & Noble 
fundraiser. Participants purchased 14 new books for our library 
and spent a total of $1,540.38 on books. Barnes & Noble will 
donate to our school 15% of their net income from our purchases. 
We look forward to doing this again next year in November. 

 

Science Fair Highlights 
The halls were filled with the wonders of science on Wednesday 
evening, May 23, during Miraloma’s Open House. The hard work of 
students at all grade levels was apparent in the elaborate displays 
and engaging demonstrations. 

 

Ms. Shivers’s students did a dinosaur project. Olivia Cleaveland, 
Alisha Syed, and Kali Kecskemeti pictured. 

 

 

Fifth-graders Lottie Crawford and Jeffery Du got electrical. 

 

 

Fifth-grader Allyx Bodrov, left, is entranced by Noam Baruch’s dry-
ice project. 
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Nicole Carpio explains the decomposing plant material in 
the experiment by Ms. Rosen’s second graders. 

 

Adam Hilario and some strong plants 

 

Clare Blackwell and Stephan Razvaliaeff show off the 
plant experiment carried out by Ms. Vezinaw’s class. 

 

     Fifth-grader Sumeet Shastri found out about reactive materials. 

 

Little brother Adam Sarsour is interested in his big sister fourth-
grader Jenan’s volatile mixture. 

What the Fifth Graders are Saying… 
By Amy O’Hair, Gazette Editor 

Last month Talia Baruch, parent of fifth-grader Noam, and I 
interviewed all the fifth graders, offering them a chance to reflect 
on their time here at Miraloma. There are 32 students in Ms. 
Kirman’s fifth-grade class and 4 fifth graders in Mr. Greathouse’s 
class. Here are some of the things they had to say. 

When asked what was the best thing about their time here, many 
students said it was the friends they had made. Even the kids who 
had recently arrived at Miraloma were pleased with the friendships 
they’d formed. Kids who’d been here since kindergarten still made 
new friends in this important school year.  

Students mentioned other things they treasured about their time 
here. JeffreJeffreJeffreJeffrey Duy Duy Duy Du: “In the KASPER afterschool program last year we 
went to the Exploratorium all day.” David LiangDavid LiangDavid LiangDavid Liang: “When I was in 
third grade, Ms Teich let us go swimming every two or three 
weeks.” Jammy YuJammy YuJammy YuJammy Yu also fondly recalled Ms. Teich’s pool excursions. 
Ben ShermanBen ShermanBen ShermanBen Sherman: “I wasn’t even here for a full year, but I learned to 
play acoustic guitar and volleyball.” 

Susan Yu’sSusan Yu’sSusan Yu’sSusan Yu’s choice of best thing was the teachers. “Becca was my 
favorite. I remember a field trip with Becca in kindergarten to the 
botanical garden. I learned a lot.” Alan LyAlan LyAlan LyAlan Ly also remembered Becca, 
naming his best thing as “the first day of kindergarten.” And for 
De’Marria ConleyDe’Marria ConleyDe’Marria ConleyDe’Marria Conley, the best thing was “raising my grade up.” 

The room 10 overnight trip to Slide Ranch was remembered for 
many thrills, but the goats came up over and over. Allyx BodrovAllyx BodrovAllyx BodrovAllyx Bodrov: “I 
got to name a goat….I named mine Cocoa Puff.” Jordon HansenJordon HansenJordon HansenJordon Hansen: “I 
milked the goats and fed the baby goats with the milk.” Kayla Kayla Kayla Kayla 
SwisherSwisherSwisherSwisher----SmithSmithSmithSmith: “My favorite moment was when we got to pick up 
the goats. There was one that was small. We tried to catch it—it 
was too wild!” Bridget GillBridget GillBridget GillBridget Gill: “The goats were fun. I had never done 
that before.”  

Others remembered the beach. Sumeet Shastri:Sumeet Shastri:Sumeet Shastri:Sumeet Shastri: “We went to the 
beach and it was really nice there—a lot of split rocks and mussels. 
I didn’t really get any sleep.” Ben ShermanBen ShermanBen ShermanBen Sherman: “I got behind the rock, 
and the wave splashed and I got wet! I also remember when I 
flipped my eyelids inside out—it’s one of my more awkward 
talents.” 

Sophia ClementeSophia ClementeSophia ClementeSophia Clemente: “I liked being with my friends in a new place I’d 
never been to before.” Brent RegisBrent RegisBrent RegisBrent Regis: “I loved everything about the 
overnight field trip!” 

Ms. Kirman is a well-liked teacher who has managed to leave her 
students with the clear understanding that learning is a joy. Sophia Sophia Sophia Sophia 
ChoiChoiChoiChoi: “She teaches math in a fun way, with games and activities.” 
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Deborah LanDeborah LanDeborah LanDeborah Lan: “I like how she teaches. She’s patient. She explains 
many times.” Mario KreigerMario KreigerMario KreigerMario Kreiger----BergstromBergstromBergstromBergstrom: “Her class is very hands-on. 
It’s fun.” 

Students appreciated her style of discipline. Savannah WilliamsSavannah WilliamsSavannah WilliamsSavannah Williams: 
“When you go on a field trip, the teacher usually yells at you, but 
she makes it a lot of fun.” Megan LeeMegan LeeMegan LeeMegan Lee: “She’s really nice to me. 
When she’s angry at me, she just politely tells me to stop.” 
Waynisha LewisWaynisha LewisWaynisha LewisWaynisha Lewis: “Ms. Kirman has eyes in the back of her head. 
She sees you chewing gum or passing notes—anything!” Kayla Kayla Kayla Kayla 
SwisherSwisherSwisherSwisher----Smith: Smith: Smith: Smith: “She’s nice. She pushes us to do our best work.” 
That’s one neat trick! 

Mr. Greathouse’s style was also praised by his students. Derek Derek Derek Derek 
RussellRussellRussellRussell liked that “every week we have the Store. I like cashing in 
my points at the Store.” Manny TaylorManny TaylorManny TaylorManny Taylor: “His class is fun. He gives us 
snack and he gives us a break.”    Keano Hodges Keano Hodges Keano Hodges Keano Hodges liked “getting 
snacks and watching movies.” 

We asked what they would change at Miraloma. The play structure 
in the upper yard was mentioned most often, by over one-third of 
the students. Brianni WilliamsBrianni WilliamsBrianni WilliamsBrianni Williams: "We’re frustrated that the kinder-
garteners get a new play structure and we’re stuck with the same 
boring one.” [See related item, [See related item, [See related item, [See related item, below, from Grounds Cmte.]below, from Grounds Cmte.]below, from Grounds Cmte.]below, from Grounds Cmte.]    

The cafeteria food also came in for criticism. Megan LeeMegan LeeMegan LeeMegan Lee: “I think 
the food should change. Sometimes when I was getting the milk, it 
was frozen and I couldn’t drink it.” Kayla SwisherKayla SwisherKayla SwisherKayla Swisher----SmithSmithSmithSmith: “They 
should have decent food because people don’t really eat it.” 

Swings were one item several kids asked for, as well as more yard 
equipment and more opportunities for various activities. Quran Quran Quran Quran 
SwisherSwisherSwisherSwisher----SmithSmithSmithSmith: “Basketball for boys, too.” Jammy YuJammy YuJammy YuJammy Yu: “I’d like to 
have a chess club for only fourth and fifth graders.” 

It was a pleasure to hear from all the kids. We wish them good 
luck, wherever they are headed next year! 

From The Grounds Committee: Future Plans 
By September Jarrett, Committee Co-Chair 

Parents and faculty couldn't agree more with the students who 
want a new upper-yard play structure---both the upper and lower 
yards need better equipment and space planning! Building on our 
success of a transformed kindergarten yard, the PTA Grounds 
Committee will be focusing its efforts next year on this very 
problem. We envision upper and lower yards providing a range of 
activities (active sports/games, quiet space, a challenging play 
structure, and much more). As we did for the kindergarten yard, we 
will solicit student, parent, teacher and faculty input, create short 
and long term plans, raise money and host work parties to realize a 
vision. To do this, we need a few things from the our community: 

▪ Participation.Participation.Participation.Participation. Transforming the yards will take community effort 
from our entire community. We particularly need an upper-grade 
teacher to represent the needs of students and faculty. We also 
need more parent volunteers to join the committee to guide this 
work. 

▪ Funding.Funding.Funding.Funding. Transforming the yard will take funding and we will need 
to work together to raise funds! 

▪ Patience.Patience.Patience.Patience. Capital planning and projects, and fundraising, take a 
long time so we need some patience. Changing the yard is doable, 
but it won't happen overnight. 

If you are interested in joining the PTA Grounds Committee to 
tackle the challenge of improving the upper and lower yards for our 
students, please contact September Jarrett or Sara Vellve.  

The Grounds The Grounds The Grounds The Grounds Committee will have a work party from 9:00 a.m. to Committee will have a work party from 9:00 a.m. to Committee will have a work party from 9:00 a.m. to Committee will have a work party from 9:00 a.m. to 
1:00 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 19, 20061:00 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 19, 20061:00 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 19, 20061:00 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 19, 2006; and will meet from the third 
Tuesday of the month 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. next academic year. Much 
of our work between meetings is done via email, and we have 
found this committee to be a good fit for working parents.  

Interested? Email September (SeptemberJarrett@sbcglobal.net) or 
Sara Vellve (Sara.Vellve@sfgov.org). 

Spring Music Festival 
On Friday evening, May 19, district music 
teacher Alice Mosley (right) led third through 
fifth-grade students in a performance of the 
music they’ve been learning all year. This year 
the recorder players and violinists were joined 
by Miraloma’s choir, led by Rhonda Crane (see 
May 24 Gazette for more about Ms. Crane and 
the Choir program).  

Photos, top to bottom: the recorder players, 
first-year violinists, second-year violinists (two photos). 

 

 

 

 

 



Miraloma Gazette / June 7, 2006 8 

Fundraising Wrap Up 
By Leslie Thorndike, PTA Fundraising Team 

We had a stellar year in fundraising! Thanks to everyone who 
participated in our events and other fundraising efforts, and thanks 
to everyone who donated to the Miraloma PTA. I cannot tell you 
how much we appreciate your support. As you can imagine, it’s not 
easy to ask you all for financial contributions, and it’s upsetting 
that the already limited funds for public education are increasingly 
cut back each year. Unfortunately, it rests on the shoulders of 
parents like us to pay for basic educational programs like art and 
PE.  

Below is a pie chart that gives you a visual sense of what portion of 
the school’s budget our fundraising dollars supplied this year. As 
you can see, we spent every dollar we made to give our kids the 
programs and services they deserve.  

MIRALOMA 2005-2006 Site Budget Summary
$164, 736

PTA Funded
$97,783 

59%

School 
District/State 

Funded (SSC)
$68,096 

41%

 
 

More Asphalt Bites the Dust at Miraloma 
District workers busted up more ugly asphalt (see below)—soon to 
be filled with rich soil and growing things.  

However, your help is needed! Miraloma parents are needed to 
haul out all the chopped-up asphalt and about ten inches of dirt 
underneath it up to a dumpster. This is a back-busting, sweaty, 
dirty job, but it must be donemust be donemust be donemust be done. Suzi, our gardening educator, and all 
the children of Miraloma are counting on us!  

Come to the Myra side of the school this Saturday, June 10, 9 a.mthis Saturday, June 10, 9 a.mthis Saturday, June 10, 9 a.mthis Saturday, June 10, 9 a.m. 
What we will need: shovels, wheelbarrows, 4 ft (or longer) 
crowbars, and/or gloves. Contact Paul Korntheuer with questions 
at paul@rarefaction.com. 

 

SF Public Library Summer Reading Club 
Don’t Bug Me…I’m Reading! 

Join the 2006 Summer Reading Club, taking place through the San 
Francisco Public Libraries, Saturday, June 17 through Saturday, 
August 12, 2006. For all children through age 13. 

Sign upSign upSign upSign up beginning June 17 at any neighborhood SF Public Library, 
including the children’s bookmobile and the branch bookmobile. 
You may sign up at only one location, so choose the one that is 
easiest for you to return to. 

Visit the libraryVisit the libraryVisit the libraryVisit the library anytime it is open to check out books or to attend 
some of the many special events that will be going on at each 
library this summer. Look at the monthly calendar of children's 
events on our web site (www.sfpl.org) or read about them in the 
publication At the Public Library which can be found in any branch. 

Read!Read!Read!Read! Small incentive prizes will be awarded to enrolled children 
who have read for two, four and six hours during the eight weeks of 
Summer Reading. One grand prize will be awarded to each child 
who reads for eight or more hours and visits the library at least two 
times. 

Children may read books in any language they choose. Preschool 
children can participate by having someone read to them. For more 
information, contact the Children’s Librarian at any San Francisco 
Public Library  

Participa en el club de Lectura de Verano 2006 
Para ninos de 13 anos o menos. Del 17 de junio al 12 de agosto 
en la Biblioteca Publica de San Francisco 

Registrate Registrate Registrate Registrate en cualquier momento a partir del 17 de junio en la 
Biblioteca Publica de tu vecindario. Es permitido registrarse 
solamente en una localidad. 

Visita la bibliotecaVisita la bibliotecaVisita la bibliotecaVisita la biblioteca cuando este abierta para llevar libros o asistir a 
un programa especial. Descubre actividades que los ninos pueden 
hacer gratuitamente este verano. 

Lee!Lee!Lee!Lee! Pequenos premios se otorgaran a los ninos que lean dos, 
cuatro y seis horas durante las ocho semanas. Un premio mayor 
sera otorgado a cada nino que lea durante ocho hora o mas y visite 
la biblioteca por lo menos dos veces. Los ninos pueden leer en 
cualquier idioma. Los ninos pre-escolares pueden hacerse 
miembros del Club de Lectura de Verano si alguien les lee en voz 
alta los libros. 

Para mas informacion, comuniquese con los bibiotecarios de ninos 
en cualquiera de las Bibliotecas Publicas de San Francisco. 

Erratum  
Leo Austin-Muehleck’s name was 
misspelled in a photo caption for 
the Spring Festival piece in the 
May 24 issue of the Gazette. The 
editor offers her apologies for the 
oversight. Next year, Leo will be a 
kindergartener at Miraloma. 
__________________________________________________________ 

Submissions. Submissions. Submissions. Submissions. The Gazette welcomes submissions from all 
members of the community. The first issue of the 2006-2007 
school year will be Wednesday, Sept. 6. The deadline is Thursday, 
Aug. 31, 1 p.m.  

Submissions are subject to approval by the school administration. 
Contact Amy O’Hair, editor, at amy@ohair-sherman.com or 334-
5154.  
 

Photos by Amy O’Hair and Wandaline Perelli. Photos by Amy O’Hair and Wandaline Perelli. Photos by Amy O’Hair and Wandaline Perelli. Photos by Amy O’Hair and Wandaline Perelli.     
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